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Attitude to

“Aborigine

‘impertinent’

The assumption by white Australians that

Aborigines must be
tinence, a LabosPa
yesterday

The
and defgnce, Mr

“We
subjects oy

resentatives.
But, ha

ave assumed that thew?
our citizens,” hp~%
on the Addgess-In-ReplysT]

intégrated was imper-

cher said

position’s spokesman on gducation

WA) gaid Aus-

aid during bedate
the House of Rep-

said, Aborigines were a distinctive

nation, and had never asked to be absorbed into our

sygtem.

The situation involving Aborigines at Aurukun
in Queensland was no different from the way we
had always treated Aborigines.

Mr. Beazley, who was Minister for Education in
the Labor Government, said his first miniscerial de-
cision had been to acknowledge the right of Abori-

gines to be educated in their own language. |

“If you deny the right of people to education
in their own language . . .
acting on the assumption that they are a conquered

people.”

Referring to the Aborl-
ginal embassy, a tent erect-
ed for some time on the
lawn opposite Parliament
House, Mr. Beazicy said it
stood for something about
which Aborizines had a
valid and genuine  belief
Aborigines had the right to
approach us from their own
assumptions and values, in-
stead of thosz we had im-
posed on them.

Earlier, referring to nu-
clear missiles and threats of
nuclear atiack, Mr. Beazley
questioned the commonly
held view that the United
States would automatically
come to Ausiralia's rescue
if we were threatened.

you are guite patently

All that existed between
the twe countrigs was 4n
underiaking that both States
would consider their own
constitusional processes if a
threat developed, he said.

«It hecomes part of the
mrvthology in this country
that we have an auicmatlc
guarantee that if the Soviet
Union dropped one (a bomb)
on the Norih West Capg,
the United States would
drop one on thém on our
behalf.”

Bur, he said, this was un-
likely because e United
Srates would be jeopardis-
ing the lives of pullions of
irs own citizens by dong
0.

He also questioned the
suggestion, put Torward by
the West Austraiian Pre-
mier, Sir Charies Courl,
that the navy shonld be
“patrolling up and down the

\\Wesi Ausiralian coast™.
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protest against My, Whitlam’s involvement
in the Iraki election funds affair.

Mr. Beazley has accused Mr. Whitlam of infring-
ing the independence of Australia and destroying the

credibility of the Labor Party.

He said Mr. Whitlam had degraded the party.

It is believed Mr. Beazley’s resigna-
tion is his first step in a bid to topple
Mr, Whitlam from Labor leadership.

Mr. Beazley, the longest-serving
Labor member of the Federal Parlia-
ment, was the shadow Minister for de-
fence and education.

He sent his letter of resignation from
the parliamentary executive to the
chairman of the party, Senator Brown,
yesterday.

News of it leaked out late last night.

It is understood that in his letter Mz,
Beazley claimed that Mr. Whitlam had
withheld information about the Iraki
affair from the parliamentary executive.

He also said he undersiood Mr. Whit-
lam had authorised requests for money
for the ALP from the Prime Minister of
Irak and another Minister and to the
head of the Palestine Liberation Orga-
nisation, Mr., Yasser Arafat,

However, informed Labor members
refuted this second claim.

They said that a Victorian Socialist-
Left delegate to the ALP National Ex-
ecutive, Mr. Bill Hartley, had admitted
making certain approaches to Arab
sources for election funds apart from
the confact with a Sydney intermediary,

Mr—Henty—Fischer, which Mr-3hitzm

and the national secretary of the ALP,
Mr, David Combe, had approved,

Mr. Hartley is understood to have
told the national executive meeting 10
days ago that he nad not consulted Mr.
Whitlam or Mr. Combe ahout certain
letters, telex messages and telephone
calls he had made to leading Arab
figures.

Strong criticism

Mr. Beazley's resignation is seen as
a prelude to strong criticism which he
15 expected to direct at Mr. Whitlam at
tomorrow's Caucus meeting,

Other executive members, notably
Senatar Wheeldon, and Dr., Cass, are
expected to join in this criticism,

But there is some feeling that the
eriticism could rebound because of the
widespread support which Mr, Whitlam
has rallied among rank-and-file mem-
bers of the party around Australia.

Probably a majority of Caucus mem-

= bers are privately strongly critical of
# Mr. Whitlam over his involvement in
i the Iraki affair.

1 But most appear to have been per-
v Suaded by grass-roots reaction not to

move against his leadership,

e Mr, Beazley said in his letter of res-
%ignation:

' “Information has been withheld from
the executive . of the parliamentary
iparty which should not have been with-
qeld, and that, in my view, prevents
e _?jxecutwe from functioning as it

“Mr. Whitlam would not
give information to the ex-
ecutive at its last meeting
essential to its knowledge
of the party’s affairs and
of his stewardship as party

leader, ’
“When questiohed, he
effectively concealed the

facts of the Irak campaign
funds affair.

“Those not consulted or
informed find what Mr.
Whitlam has been doing
when the people to whom
he entrusts hig entirely per-
sonal Stratasioe P

Mr. Beazley

A man who
will not
silence his
conscience

By MICHELLE GRATTAN
Kim Beazley's colleagues

regard him with ad-
miratien laced with
wonder and some
d_c.,‘__l;l_bt \,...\_:_.._ S e, ¥ ey

brilliant. debater, intense,
rather aloof, he is known
for his intellectual
capacity, his support for
Moral , Rearmament and
his commitment to politi-
cal purity.

A former
university

and
Kim

teacher
tutor,

Beazley, 58, was elected

for the West Australian
seal of Fremantle in 1945
— making him the longest
serving Labor man in the
Parliament,

He took part in the famous
Labor-split Federal con-
ference — and was among
those who walked out in
protest against the de-
cision to refuse to seat
the representatives of the
“old™ Victorian executive.
The stand led him into
sharp conflict with West
Australian “strong man”
Joe Chamberlain.

A tall, impressive figure,
Beazley always looked
potential leadership mat-
erial. But once he became
involved in the Moral Re-
armament cause his col-
leagues came to regard

him as  too “other
worldly”.
He contested the leader-

ship when ,Arthur Cal-
well  retired after the
1866 debate, but did not
poll well.

His main political interests
have been foreien affairs,
education and aborigi-
nes.

And even in Parliament, he
remained the active intel-
lectual. He completed
part time a two-volume
MA on the Labor Party.

In  party brawls Kim
Beazley has usually been
on  Gough  Whitlam’s
side.

But at some point in recent
months Beazlatwv alswmriel




