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CAUX CONFERENCE FOR BUSINESS AND
INDUSTRY IN POLAND
In South East Poland, the Mayor of Rzeszow this
month opened a CCBI conference in the beautiful old
town hall on the market square. The Bishop was also
represented. The conference theme was "The
application of business values in the West and the
new market economies". This was the first such
conference organized in a central European country.
In the course of two and a half days 60 people
attended meetings, an average of 30 at each event.
The West was represented by five people from
Finland, Switzerland and The Netherlands. Three
Ukrainians came from the nearby city of Lviv. Polish
participants included employers, representatives of
the Solidarity trade union, of the Polish association of
Christian entrepreneurs and of the Catholic Church.
Every day a good group of students was present,
translating and assisting in other ways, and taking an
active part in the conference. Young musicians from
the Rzeszow preliminary music school performed
wonderfully during intervals.
The conference was also included in the Sunday mass
in the Bernardiner church, which was celebrated partly
in English as a gesture of appreciation for this
international initiative.
During the closing session, several speakers spoke of
the special atmosphere of the gatherings. As one
Polish businessman said on local TV, the conference
had offered a unique experience of openness and
respect for people. He would go back to his company
and think out how to apply what he had learned — for
instance, by relating differently to his employees.
An entrepreneur from nearby Mielec wants to organize
a similar conference in his town next year.
A conference report will soon be available.
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THE PRACTICAL RESULTS OF TRUST BUILDING
After years of armed conflict, the people of
Bougainville are rebuilding the peace. The
Bougainville Trust Building Project, developed by
MRA and the KB Youth Training Centre in Milne Bay
Province, has a team of volunteers on the island. I
have just been to see their work.
Since the team arrived in the Bana area in
September, they have run 22 workshops and built

33drum ovens. With their understanding of grass
roots education, they have produced a formula for
rebuilding and remotivating a devastated society.
Comments I picked up indicate that women have
refound their dignity and the confidence to entertain
visiting VIPs, and to speak forthrightly to them;
children are wearing good clothes to school, made by
their mothers from patterns given by the team;
families are getting a balanced diet, with greater
variety of food produced using drum ovens; and the
churches are working together in the centres where
the team has spent time.
Meanwhile, two Bougainvillians have spent a year at
the KB Centre. I  met one of them, Joe Madaku. In
the ten months since he returned he has enlisted the
young men — many of whom were part of the
Bougainville Revolutionary Army or the Resistance —
in rebuilding houses for war widows, and classrooms
for the community school.

Alan Weeks

SRI LANKANS ON PILGRIMAGE FOR PEACE
Sri Lankan journalist Jehan Perera spelt out grass
roots initiatives to end the island's ethnic conflict,
when he spoke on 'Conflict and Peace — Sri Lankan
perspectives' at a recent For A Change Forum in
London. Perera, Media Director of Sri Lanka's
National Peace Council, a non-governmental
organisation, likened initiatives for peace to the shape
of a triangle. At  the top were the high level
negotiations. But these would not work without the
support of the mass of the people at the base. The
NPC aimed to arouse public opinion in support of
peace initiatives between the island's Sinhalese and
Tamil communities.
This included understanding the grievances between
the communities. Ignorance was no excuse. I t  was a
grievance in itself when one community has to ask of
the other community, 'What is your grievance?', he
said.
Perera, a Sinhalese, pointed out that while his
community is in the majority in Sri Lanka, it feels itself
to be historically in the minority compared with the
mass of the Tamil population that exists in both Sri
Lanka and south India. But as a weekly columnist for
The Island newspaper, he was also concerned about
press restrictions which meant that the Sinhalese in
southern Sri Lanka were too often unaware of Tamil
grievances.
Perera was one of an intercommunal group travelling








