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This pamplet is based on articles published in the Arabic
daily, “AL WAHDA?”, and on a speech given at the opening,
sessicn of the International Conference for Moral Re-Armament
held in Asmara, 25th April - 5th May, 1969. The theme of the
conference was “MODERN MEN TO MAKE MODERN
NATIONS” and its aims were as follows:

To raise up men and women who love country more than
themselves or their sectional interests.

To study the secret of turning enemies into friends.

To unite old and young in a programme more radical and
effective than violence.

To produce leaders humble and realistic enough to admit
their failures and so to inspire trust and teamwork with the
people.

To explore the way to make honesty, purity, unselfishness
and love the strength and security of personal, family and nation-
al life.

To listen daily to that inner voice which brings to us God’s
ever-fresh ideas for ourselves and our country.

To give evidence of a revolution in human nature valid
for the whole world which :

cures the causes of division and war,

crosses religious and regional boundaries,

answers cynicism with a decision to put right what is
wrong,

transforms paper plans into development achieved,

changes men instead of crushing or destroying them -
and it costs less.

Sheikh Mohammed Ahemed Surur is well known in Asmara
and FEritrea. Formerly a teacher in Keren and Ghinda, he
has been for some years in the Personnel Department of the
Governate-General of Eritrea. He is a member of the Com-
mittee for Moral Re-Armament and attended the conference
at the opening of the MRA Training Centre in Panchgani ,
India , in 1968.
MRA Commitiee , Asmara,



MORAL RE-ARMAMENT
AND THE MODERN WORLD

Few of us are fully aware of the purpose of
Moral Re-Armament. Its publications, meetings and
films reach a certain number of people here and else-
where in the world. But a much wider circle are asking
for more information about it, with open hearts and
the hope of finding something really good.

They have the right to ask, for knowledge is the
child of questions. Is is very hard to grasp and digest
a new principle or idea before going into it thoroughly.
Good will makes some people support a new idea or
movement without giving it full consideration, just
as suspicion holds others back, and makes them hesi-
tate to have anything to do with it. All this is what
I thought before I fully understood what Moral Re-
Armament is and does.

I went to one of its conferences held at Panchgani,
India, and I made this an cpportunity for a prefound
study of the working and secret of MRA. I therefore
think it right to record some of my impressions. I
shall try to give a clear, honest picture of Moral Re-
Armament’s true nature. Perhaps this will be a torch
of light for others to understand the motives and cir-
cumstances that led to its foundation. They may gain
something of value through knowing the ultimate
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objectives of the movement, which aims to give truth
its rightful place in the world.

I firmly believe that a detailed programme, based
on the principles of MRA, ought to be adopted and
put into practice. It represents standards of character
with which we should arm ourselves and our nations,
and is in agreement with the highest examples of
human conduct that we have been given.

The fact is, material progress has brought suf-
fering to mankind everywhere, in East as well as West.
Men stretch out a hand for something that can stop
the mad race to hell. Events in the past few years
have put an end to the belief in unlimited material
progress, and control over Nature, as the key to
human contentment and happiness. Man has come to
feel an emptiness that only honest faith and grace
of character can fill.

It cannot be denied that material progress has
brought benefits on a wide scale, but at the same time
it has deprived man of the true happiness of a quiet
conscience. Men grope their way in darkness towards
a serenity of heart that only faith in God can give.
The order and unity which the world is trying to est-
ablish needs above all to be built on sure foundations
of character, drawn from the teaching of the great
rejigions, MNothing else can save us from destruction.
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ABSOLUTE MORAL STANDARDS

Moral Re-Armament gives substance to the high-
est examples of human conduct. It stands on four
pillars :  Absolute honesty, absolute purity, absolute
unselfishness and absolute love.

Perhaps these standards will encourage you to
apply them to yourself. If you wish to do so, the first
step is concentration. Make the experiment of think-
ing simply, so that you may discover what you are
really like. Ask yourself a number of questions, com-
paring your life with these standards. Make sure you
give honest answers. In this way you will find out
your true nature and personality.

1

There is no need to explain these four standards
and their opposites - dishonesty, impurity, selfish-
ness and hate. They are as clear as the morning sun,
and are found in essence in all the great religions.
All of these agree in condemning any evil action or
characteristic that reason and good sense reject. They
also agree in approving high standards of conduct,
and command men to follow a straight road - the road
that leads to right and generous actions, to the battle
with self, and to the self-discipline that brings change,
and obedience to conscience.
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Nobility of personality, springing from high
morals - men with this type of character are the new
factor strong enough to spread the spirit of peace and
tolerance. They bring a new orientation towards end-
ing tyranny, removing bitterness from men’s hearts,
and stopping the mad rush towards materialism.

The threat of the arms race, and of the mobil-
isation of the means of destruction, have today pre-
vented the solution of world problems. If only world
leaders would listen to the voice of conscience and
obey God’s orders, and apply absolute love to their
relationships, they would lighten the load of catas-
trophe which is dragging the world nearer and nearer
to a third world war. God knows what miseries would
result if that happened.

THE BIRTH OF AN IDEA

God has His ways with His creation. If nations
are to live, they must have among them a group of
people who raise the challenge of right and wrong.
Such a group varies at different times, but in every
century we find people who dedicate their lives to
guiding their fellow men. Where no such group is
found, the people perish and chaos and corruption
spread.



Those who put right what is wrong save nations
from destruction. They are doctors of men. A sick
man who does not find a doctor, or does not take
his advice, will die. This is the rclationship between
nations and those who set out to change them.

From this conviction sprang the work of Moral
Re-Armament. The man who started it, Dr. Frank
Buchman, held a post in an American university.
He was able to lecture for half the year, and spend
the spend the other half travelling to different parts
of the world. In 1921, he was invited to be present
at the Disarmament Conference in Washington. He
went there by train in a night sleeper. He could not
sleep, and he kept on thinking about disarmament
and the reasons for it. The thought came to hinmt that
there is one weapon that does not have to be taken
away. Using it is no threat to good, and is the greatest
threat to evil. This is the weapon of character.

At that moment the idea of Moral Re-Armament
was born. He may have thought about the first World
War, which led to the Disarmament Conference. This
war changed nothing. Things were just the same in
the world afterwards as they were before. He deci-
ded to resign his post and devote his whole life to
giving God’s message to the world. He was convin-
ced that God has a plan for remaking the world
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and that he will show any man his part, step by
step, if he is willing to listen.

Then came World War II. One of its effects was
to teach people that war is not only fought on the
battlefield. Economic war, war in industry, in the
family and every other ficld is caused by people racing
like mad dogs after materialism. There is no way
to put a stop to it except to fight selfishness.

Moral Re-Armament first spread in the after-
math of World War I. It expanded still faster after
World War II. It countered the kind of action which
has never ceased to drive the world towards a third
world conflict. Every step it has taken has brought
world unity nearer, because it draws out everything
man holds in common - his beliefs, his welfare and
his knowledge. And every forward step it takes shows
that it is aware of Islam, and that Islam and Morale
Re-Armament march together towards common goals,

ISLAM AND MORAL RE-ARMAMENT

The magazine “Al Azhar” published an art-
icle with the title “Islam and Moral Re-Armament”.
(1956, part 10.) It describes the effect of Frank Buch-
man’s work on society, and says that he aimed at chang-
ing individuals. This he did by arming each person
with standards which he must apply drastically to
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himself. These depend on turning to God, listening
to His orders and obeying Him. Each man ought
to make a full reckoning of his sins. He ought to de-
cide to be done with all impurity, and to co-operate
with others in applying the standards of MRA so that
they become operative in society. “Division,” said
Dr. Buchman, “is the mark of our age. Unity is our
instant need”. Division is the result of arrogance,
hate, lust, fear and greed. It creates confusion and is
the hallmark of collapse.

This is an accurate summary of Moral Re-Arm-
ament. The writer also quotes another article, in
the “Islamic Review”, published in Woking, England,
by a Dutchman. It gives a close comparison between
Islam and what Moral Re-Armament is out for. It
says that in Islam repentance is the means of changing
individuals, and is a great moral weapon.

It is good that the article in “Al Azhar” refers
to the similarity between the standards of Islam and
those put forward by Moral Re-Armament.

Doctor Buchman himself said “These truths are
readily perceived and speedily acceptable to the far-
flung Moslem world which can be a girder of unity
for all civilisation.”

Dr. Buchman saw that principles would be of
no use to a man unless his heart was touched and he
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was ready to undergo a radical change, and then ad-
vance towards new levels of perfection. It is as though
he had drawn his inspiration for this idea of change
from that honoured verse in the Quran, “God will
not change what is in a people until they change what
is in themselves.”

His way of spreading his message was a call to
integrity. This he explained as listening to the Voice
of God, asking His protection, and relying on
Him alone. He said to himself, God will certainly not
bring about a change in men until they change their
own attitude. When he resigned his post he devoted
his whole life to building a force of changed men
in every country.

Basically, Moral Re-Armament calls for change. One
cannot look for change in other people, and neglect
it in oneself. Nor can one demand it in any particular
section, for that would be prejudice. Change is needed
in every individual and every society, in ruler and ruled,
in the common man and the responsible leader equally.
When it becomes general, and everyone begins to feel
the pricks of conscience about what is unfair to
others, a new generation will come into being- strong,
united and ready to sacrifice for the common good.
They will totally reject selfishness and hate. For in
the field of character the reactionary is the man who
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demands benefits from society, and yet maintains a
stony selfishness himself.

“ THE GREATER JIHAD *

It is obvious that all the great religions ask for
certain things : doing good and avoiding evil, raising
personal standards and checking selfish whims until
perfection is attained. The hardest thing in a man’s
life is the struggle against himself. The Prophet reckon-
ed the battle with oneself as the greatest struggle
(jihad). As he returned from one of his expeditions
he said, ”We have come back from the lesser Jihad
to the greater Jihad,” - meaning the struggle with one-
self. As the Imam Al Busairi said,

“Self is like a child. Leave it alone and it will

cling to its mother’s breast.

Wean it, and it will gain strength from the weaning.”
Another poet said,

“Turn your attention to the soul, and seek to per-

fect its virtues.

For you are a man because of your soul, not be-

cause of your body.”

The battle with s¢lf - making it humbly obedient
to the voice of truth and conscience - calls for a strong
will and a sincere decision. The quality of personality
that issues from this struggle is like a mirror, reflecting
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clarity, purity and freedom from evil, and from every-
thing that can mar human relationships.

The principles of Moral Re-Armament are no-
thing new in the history of religion : indeed, they are
its essence. Islam in its teaching has already presented
them. Doctor Buchman made crystal clear the moral
foundation on which all religions are built, and which
is the basis for uniting mankind. For morals in their
essence do not vary from one people to another, and
from one faith to another, though this does not pre-
vent distinct differences in understanding, expressing
and applying them.

I have made clear what I feel about Moral Re-
Armament, without any exaggeration or tendency to
welcome ideas from abroad. I, and others also, have
found in its aims a way of life calling for the remaking
of the world. This is in agreement with what our own
religion teaches.

I have met many of those who believe in this
movement, and I have found them sincere, indefat-
igable, and sincerely dedicated to the service of man-
kind. I have read many of the books written about
MRA, and have found them very helpful. They openly
declare that corruption and bribery are forms of self-
ishness, preventing the cleaning up of society, and
the opposite of love, let alone of self-sacrifice.
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AN IDEA TO BE LIVED

Finally, Moral Re-Armament is a moral and
social ideology. It is not a sect, party or organisation
seeking members, but it is an idea to be lived. It brings
the realisation that there is enough in the world for
everybody’s need, but not for everybody’s greed. For
this reason, Moral Re-Armament cannot under any
circumstances be exploited or used for the benefit of
any particular section. By its nature and its orientation
it offers a solution to problems on the basis of what
is right, not who is right.

If every single person would straighten out his
life and then strive to change others, we would quickly
build a formidable force - a force which would give
men the motive for following the highest examples
of human conduct, and for eliminating hatred, vice
and corruption.

As for me, I pray Almighty God that I shall see
the day when ordinary men, responsible leaders, and
indeed every world statesman, work together to apply
these excellent principles, that put an end to selfishness.
Then by God’s grace our world will be set free from
its present bitterness and fear. And God is able to
accomplish this.
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