































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































164 MORE THAN CONQUERORS

In the end, I had a sense that I was doing it for more than myself.
‘I find my faith also helps with loneliness. I used to be extremely

lonely, and now I actually enjoy being alone sometimes. God’s

very good company! '

‘If we’d stayed in Africa, we’d have been so busy living our
lives, swimming and sailing, that so much would have passed
us by on the spiritual side. If there’d been lots of money around,
we’d all have been tetribly spoilt and we’d have missed the most
important things. So many people never have anything in their
lives to help them realise what the really important things are.

‘Daddy’s never said he wished he’d trotted off. He feels so
much we’re here to serve other people; if not, there’s no reason to
be here at all. He also speaks his mind freely at work—and that
helps us to know he’s not just a stern businessman.

‘We’re all so very fond of each other. Christopher, for example,
he’s a natural leader like Daddy. He’s not vain or big-headed.
Even if he’s successful, he never puffs himself up.’

Christopher, who was head boy of his school and is now
training with a diamond. company, feels that they are so close
because they know what it is like noz to be a family. Nigel, a
sensitive and charming thirteen-year-old, is also quite sure that
his mother’s illness has brought them all closer. ‘It’s made us
go together more and listen to each other’s problems.’

Unknown to the others, Nigel began to read the Bible every
day when he was eleven. ‘Things aren’t always easy at school,’
he said, ‘and I thought Jesus would help. Reading the Bible
helps you think about things and, well, sort of keeps you company.
Prayer helps too—on my own or with my sisters, it just helps.
I know every other boy has a mother who is ordinary, and some-
times I wish mine could get up and move around, but I don’t
mind, so long as I’ve got one.” Watching Nigel feeding his mother
is a profoundly moving experience.

To Alan, the lessons seem plain enough. “Most children today,’
he said, ‘are so protected from reality. All our kids were faced
with stark reality, and they came through it by themselves. It’s
left me with a feeling that adversity is an enriching experience
—that people who’ve been through tough times are more human
and understanding and willing to help.’

‘I think helping gave the children a feeling of responsibility,’
said Jane Wilmshurst. ‘If Barbara had been too demanding—

























































































































































































