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ACHIEVEMENT
OF MORAL

REARMAMENT
"Worked Wonders"

In British
Industries

" B r i t a i n  i s  f i gh t ing  h e r  w a y  up, :
and f i g h t i n g  s u c c e s s f u l l y,  t o  a :
new economic s tab i l i t y  and a  new!
nat ionhood," s a i d  M r .  W .  F a r r a r
Vickers, a  B r i t i s h  i n d u s t r i a l i s t
and a  p r o m i n e n t  m e m b e r  o f  t h e
Moral  R e a r m a m e n t  M o v e m e n t .
when h e  spoke t o  C i t y  Ro ta r ians
yesterday o n  m o r a l  r e a r m a m e n t
and r i s e  o f  a  n e w  s p i r i t  i n
industry.

"The B r i t i s h  w o r k i n g  man  is as
sound a s  e v e r ,  a n d  w o r k i n g  a s
wel l  a s  e v e r .  A l l  h e  h a s  b e e n
deprived o f  i s  s o u n d  leadersh ip .
and t h i s  i s  c o m i n g . "  I n d i v i d u a l
managers w e r e  p r o v i d i n g  t h i s
new f o r m  o f  leadersh ip .  I t  w a s
not  a  Government  scheme. I t  was
not  poss ib le  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h i s

!unless one  t o o k  i n t o  accoun t  thee,
i 5  y e a r s  w o r k  o f  m o r a l  r e -
armament.

This new age was an ideological
age, a n d  t h e  b a t t l e  o f  t h e  i deo -
logies w a s  b e i n g  f o u g h t  i n  t h e '
factories. T h e  quest ion was  whe t -
her w e  s h o u l d  h a v e  a  s o c i e t y
ruled b y  t h e  i d e a  o f  mechan ica l
and m a t e r i a l  p e r f e c t i o n ,  o r  o n e
ruled b y  s p i r i t u a l  f o r c e .  C o m -  I
munism cou ld  n o t  be f o u g h t  w i t h
its o w n  weapon,  mater ia l i sm,  and
a new idea was needed to  w i n  the
hearts o f  Communis ts ,  m e n  w h o .
looked f o r  g r e a t e r  j u s t i c e  i n ,
society. T h i s  w a s  w h e r e  m o r a l
rearmament  came i n .

A N E W  S P I R I T
He c o u l d  g i v e  i ns tances  f r o m

many i n d u s t r i e s  w h e r e  m o r a l
rearmament  had worked  wonders,
increasing p r o d u c t i o n ,  b r i n g i n g
better t e a m w o r k  be tween  l a b o u r

,and management ,  p r o v i d i n g  a n
inner  incent ive,  and  an  answer  to

;Communism, s a i d  M r .  V i c k e r s .
Bu t  he wou ld  quote f r o m  the  coal

,  industry, which was the key to
'Br i ta in 's  recovery,  and w h i c h  had
recovered a m a z i n g l y  f r o m  i t s
parlous p l i g h t  o f  a f ew  years ago.

Mr. V ickers  then  gave instances
of h o w  m o r a l  r e a r m a m e n t  h a d
produced co-operat ion i n  t h e  coal
fields, a n d  i n c r e a s e d  o u t p u t  b y
improv ing i n d u s t r i a l  r e l a t i o n s
and g i v i n g  t h e  m i n e r s  a n  i n c e n -
tive. W h e n ,  i n  1 9 4 7 ,  S e n a t o r
Bridges v i s i t ed  E n g l a n d  t o  see i f
Europe cou ld  be saved, t he  M ine -
workers '  U n i o n  s u b m i t t e d  a  r e -
por t  t o  h i m  w h i c h  b e g a n :  " W e
need m o r a l  r e a r m a m e n t  i n  e v e r y
pi t . "  Th is  was the off ic ia l  reac t ion
of a  c o a l  m i n e r s '  o rgan isa t ion .

He was  su re ,  sa id  M r .  V icke rs ,
that  S o u t h  A f r i c a ,  w h i c h  s t r u c k
him a s  a  p i o n e e r i n g  c o u n t r y ,
would a l so  p ioneer  t h e  w a y  t o  a
new w o r l d .


