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STEPPING STONES 339

metamorphosis still going on. In terms of the time in which
man has evolved, this role change is happening at a revolutionary
pace, but for us, living through it, it seems a slow development.
My mother grew up in the religious belief that for a woman to
live a life that would please God was to serve others and to strive
for selflessness. To be married to a soldier whose occupation took
him out to war and even in peace-time away from home more
often than not, called for an amount of self-denial that would
nowadays, only half a life-time later, appear unnatural,
unthinkable, to most women. For the generation of my parents
it still was the way God had appointed. Never have I heard my
mother complain. She was content with the way it was. She was
the perfect companion to my father.

My mother at 70
Annemie had, already as a child, rebelled against both the
dominating attitude of men as she saw it and the submissive
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