
Africa in the 1950s
• The ‘winds of change were blowing through the continent. 
• At the start of the decade, 10 countries in Africa were 

independent.
• At the decades close, in 1960, there were 26.
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Tunisia
Part of the Ottoman Empire, Tunisia became a French Protectorate in 1881. In 
June 1954, a new French Prime Minister, Pierre Mendès France, came to power 
and started negotiations with Tunisian nationalists. In November 1955, France 
granted Morocco independence, and on March 20, 1956 Tunisia became 
independent. 
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Tunisia, for example:
• France’s North African territories, Algeria, Morocco and 

Tunisia are all experiencing unrest in the 1950s, with militant 
nationalist movements.

• MRA/IofC is active in reaching out to all three countries.
• Indeed at this time, Caux welcomes delegations from many 

other African countries moving towards independence from 
the Western, colonial powers: Ghana and Nigeria, Kenya, 
Cameroun.

• MRA/IofC teams visit many of these countries.
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Mohamed Masmoudi
• In Caux, Masmoudi, a young nationalist, met French ‘who 

were different’. He was not yet 30 years old.
• ‘Honest conversations’ took place.
• Masmoudi experienced something of a change in his own 

attitudes and mentality. 
• If you want to make peace, you must bring enemies together.
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Mohamed Masmoudi, Tunisia





Masmoudi, speaking in Caux:
‘ I was suspicious, untrusting, and very prickly… my mother told 
me in a letter that she was praying that God would bless me and 
curse the French (some French policemen had threatended her 
that they planned to kill me). I told her, « pray for blessings on 
me, but stop cursing the French. » In my opinion, this is the start 
of change.’
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A letter from Lawson 
Wood, describing the meal 
in the IofC centre in Paris, 
where Masmoudi met the 
French negotiator Jean 
Basdevant



‘a contract of trust’

« L'entretien d' Amilly permettra de 
poser les principes de la 
négociation, principes résumés 
par Bourguiba, Savary et 
Masmoudi dans la formule 
‘contrat de confiance’. Aux 
périodes les plus dures de la 
négociation - a laquelle Savary 
restera associe, directement ou 
non - la formule reviendra, 
utilisée surtout par Mohammed 
Masmoudi. La conversation d' 
Amilly restera une référence 
constante pour les trois 
interlocuteurs. »



Pierre Mendès-France, French 
Prime Minister and Foreign 
Minister, 1954-55, speaking to 
Jean Lacouture, 1976:
‘I believe that if there is a sense to 
history, then it may be, to some extent 
malleable. It holds possibilities of 
fluctuations, accelerations, and 
slowing down, and a coming together 
of circumstances that allow us to 
anticipate some progress, or 
unfavourable circumstances that slow 
down a maturing process. If the men 
to whom political power is entrusted 
correctly interpret the historical reality 
that confronts them, they can help this 
bringing to birth, make it less painful, 
less difficult – or put the brakes on this 
or that progress.’



Tunisia, what happened:
• Two men met and built a relationship of trust, Masmoudi and 

Basdevant.
• A small army of people were working behind the scenes.
• This trust helped to change the course of history.
• The war in next door Algeria (perhaps 700,000 dead in 8 years 

of violence).
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Tunisia, what happened:
• Masmoudi became the first Ambassador to France. 
• In December 1956, while leading the first Tunisian delegation after 

independence to the United Nations in New York, President Bourguiba 
declared, ‘The world must be told what Moral Rearmament has done for 
our country.’ 

• Robert Schuman wrote to Buchman, ‘There can be no doubt that the 
history of Tunisia and Morocco would have been different if it had not 
been for Moral Rearmament.’ 

• Masmoudi, now a member of the Tunisian Cabinet, said, ‘Without Moral 
Rearmament, we would be involved today in Tunisia in a war to the death 
against France ... Tunisia would now be a second lndo-China.’
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