
Some of the 17 members of the
Springbok Stampede who are
in Benoni a t  the moment are,

from left to right, Brian Adams
and Gabriele Maag, who  a re
both f r o m  Cape To w n ,  D o n

Rennie from Umtali, Rhodesia,
and Meryl Christian from Dur-

ban.

Stampeding Springboks
swing into Benoni

The Spr ingbok Stampede, a
group o f  young people whose
arrival is  l iable to  have a  start-
ling e f fec t  o n  a n y  town ,  h i t
Benoni at  the week-end.

The Spr ingbok Stampede i s
basically a  missionary fo l k -sing-
ing group, wh ich  believes t h a t
while Southern A f r i c a  h a s  a
unique and natural ro le  i n  the
development of  the Afr ican con-
tinent, technical a n d  f inancia l
aid a lone d o  n o t  answer t h e
needs o f  Afr ica and that apathy
and self-interest m u s t  b e  r e -
placed b y  in i t ia t ive  a n d  se l f -
lessness.

"We be l ieve t h a t  character
must be bui l t ,  f rom top to  bot-
tom o f  t h e  c o n t i n e n t —then
Africa, l ed  b y  God, w i l l  spear-
head a  new road f o r  East and
West to  fol low," a  brochure in-
troducing Springbok Stampede
explains.

Groups professing this sort o f
aim are not  really unusual, bu t
,in other ways Springbok Stam-
pede is  unique.

The 17 members currently in
Benoni a r e  studying f o r  their
school-leaving examinations not
only by correspondence but  also
largely w i t h o u t  a d u l t  s u p e r -
vision and while travelling from
place to place by mini-bus.

They have Just returned f rom
a t r i p  t o  Rhodesia, - wil l  b e  i n
Benoni u n t i l  Tuesday and  w i l l
go from here to Welkom.

They wi l l  return to Benoni i n
time to  give one o f  their  shbws
at the Town Hal l  on October 8
and w i l l  w r i t e  t h e i r  f i n a l
examinations a t  t h e  Johannes-

burg Technical College towards
the end of the year.

SANDWICHED
Sandwiched i n  between a l l

this w i l l  —  i t  is  hoped —  be a
trip to Mocambique towards the
end of  August.

The group's classroom a t  the
moment is  the pleasant one be-
hind St.  Andrew's Presbyterian
Church. They  have n o t  always
been so lucky and have i n  the
past s tudied i n  h o t e l  d i n i n g -
rooms, i n  the bus whi le on the
move, parks and libraries.

Members agreed that this type
of " lesson" he lps  develop t h e
personality b y  encouraging in-
itiative.

This week, f inding some prob-
lems ar is ing  i n  t h e  s tudy  o f
mathematics, t h e  g r o u p  asked
one o f  t h e i r  teachers, M r  .Jan
Horn, t o  come ou t  f rom Johan-
nesburg to lend them a hand.

Mr Horn, who holds a masters
degree i n  physics f rom the Uni-
versity o f  Stellenbosch, to ld the
City Times that  he f inds teach-
ing i n  these conditions stimup
lating.

"In dealing with this type of
pupil, the teacher is inspired to
adopt new methods and strive to
be m o r e  creat ive,"  M r  H o r n
commented.

The youngsters w h o  are  in -
volved i n  Springbok Stampede's
travelling school are proof  that
informality does n o t  mean  a
lack o f  discipline.

They dress casually but neatly,
with due regard to  the weather
and despite a l l  t he i r  travel l ing ,
and singing the  school's pupi ls

have i n  the past achieved com-
mendable resu l ts  i n  examina-
tions.

There i s  talent i n  the group,
as the fact that i ts second long-
playing record "Sound o f  t h e
South", which was recently re-
leased, w a s  w r i t t e n  b y  them-
selves.

And they are  bubbling with
enthusiasm —  "We are a  plat-
form for  the younger generation
and w h a t  i t  i s  o f f e r i ng  t h e
future," B r i an  Adams, a  stam-
peding Spr ingbok f r o m  C a p e
Town, who is  the group's drum-
mer, told the City Tiines.


