
Dr. Mal S m u t s  ( left) ,  principal of  the school attached
to "Springbok Stampede", and Miss Molly Silberbauer, the

French teacher.

Teachers without
a schoolroor▶i

T H E  head o f  a  travelling school has a  responsibility
not usually shouldered by principals—where to find

a schiioiroom.
Fortunately, D r .  M a h e  w i l l  be  staged a t  the  Groote

Smuts, principal o f  the schbol K e r k  B a l l  t o -morrow, F ; i d a y
attached i s  t he  tour ing show a n d  Saturday, i s  used to  mak-
"Springbok' Stampede", wh ich  i n g  do.

"At  the moment we're using
a ho te l  d in ing -room, a n d  a n
oven t i m e r  as a  school bel l .
Before t h e  , children f i n i s h
their studies f i r  the  day, they
set the tables t o r  dinner! I n
Paarl we were fortunate to be
offered `antique' desks f rom a
farm school.

Sixteen o f  t h e  l i v e l y  4 5 -
strong cas,t are o f  school-going
age, b u t  Mange o f  scene and
schedule does no t  affect the i r
concentration. "They ' re  deter-
mined to  do  wel l , "  says Miss
Molly S i l be rbauer,  F r e n c h
teacher w h o  r e c e n t l y  a n -
nounced, h e r  engagement t o
the group's financial manager,
Mr. Chris Schutz.

"They'll e v e n  s u g g e s t
school on Saturday i f  they feel
they are fal l ing behind."

Aft v' teach ing  f o r  t h r e e
years t in  Natal ,  M iss  S i lbe r -
bi l ler j o i n e d  "  Springbok
Stampede " when i t  developed
from a holiday show. " I  donit
think I ' d  g o  b a c k  t o
ventional teaching. O u r  enna-
ren are so receptive — there's
a w o n d e r f u l  t e a c h e r  - pupil
relationship, without the battle
against a  resistance y o u  f ind
so often in  schools."

When travel l ing l i gh t  "has
to become a  hab i t " ,  school
books are a n  added problem.
each member o f  t h e  cast  i s
allowed one suitcase, but apart
from books, clothes and stage
costumes, there are backstage
props t o  consider.

"With a  convoy o f  s m a l l
bus, station wagon and three
cars, i t ' s  sometimes necessary
to t rave l  i n  relays t o  f i t  i n
everyone—and everything."


