


ROAD FROM RUIN

Germany—today and yesterday
Heart of the struggle for Europe
Heir of war and bloodshed
Cradle of wﬁrring ideologies

AND TOMORROW . . . .?



FOREWORD

We Germans stand at a turning-point in
history. We have taken a wrong way to its
logical end. Now we have a great opportunity.
We can begin to take an entirely new way.
The road away from ruin lies clearly ahead.
It is the way which we Germans and the
nations of the twentieth century must grasp if
we are not to go down to destruction.

The Ruhr is the centre of the power lines of
Europe. From us here in this land, a strong
and distinctive contribution towards European
recovery is awaited. A new order can be set
up only when we first set up a new order in the
heart of man. This new order must then be
worked out in social, political and economic
life. Change can bring a new economic stability.
The rebirth of the individual multiplied a
millionfold will bring to birth a new age.

The vast majority of Germans today are
through with dictatorship. We have learned
the hard way that order without liberty and
justice is a poor bargain. Yet it is one thing to



fight an ideology—it is another thing to have a
better one to take its place. The real answer to
any ideology must be a superior ideology.
Germany needs an inspired ideology to support
her new democracy.

Moral Re-Armament is the spiritual road to
a new Europe. This fact gives us confidence
that from a new spirit the contours and shape
of a new Europe will form. In our cabinet we
have already begun to see the fruits of this
ideology at work,

This is the ideology which can bring us the
moral and spiritual healing we need in our
nation and provide a real basis of peace with
other nations. When the nations of the world
seek the good road with conviction and passion,
then I believe there is a new beginning for the
world.

KARL ARNOLD

Minister-President
North Rhine/Westphalia

Diisseldorf
January, 1949






































































































“ Let us raise a standard to which the wise and honest can repair.”
(GEORGE WASHINGTON

AS DEMOCRACY’S HERITAGE UNFOLDED ON THE STAGE.,
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