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(ICF) founded in 1990 and of whom Bill was the founder President. Shortly
before, he had just celebrated his seventieth year.

Mountain House in Caux was the centre around which those who made
up the ICF - journalists, broadcasters, publishers, actresses and other media
professionals - gathered annually. From here international conferences were
planned for the coming year. In its totality the ICF represents and expresses
Bill Porter's vision and those values at its core. Years ago, at a conference
latmching a media institute in 1999 in Ireland, I remember his observation that
it takes only one step to start a tradition. In March 1999, Bill accompanied a
sizeable group of ICF members to conferences in Northern Ireland and the
Republic.^ Painfully aware of its fractured history, he encouraged media there
to promote every form of positive co-operation. An important role of the
media in divided societies was to foster the good of everyone. Significantly it
was there in the Everglades Hotel in Deny, Co. Londonderry, that Bill wrote
what has come to be called the Sarajevo Commitment.

Bill's insights into media ethics derived from his deep understanding of
human nature. He was someone in whom was concentrated, like the roots
of a dense forest, memories and traditions, intellectual and cultural
experiences. From his years working as a journalist and publisher in Britain,
Asia, Europe and America he recognised a moral patrimony common to all
cultures. It was upon this basis, his own humanity, that he developed his
understanding of what morality means. Bill analysed human behaviour and
media issues from within this tradition, commonly called the Natural Law.
A tradition encapsulated by those primordial moral platitudes recognised by
reasonable people always, everywhere and at all times.

Thus, for example, in the East one finds the Tao^ and the West the
Golden Rule. Positively the addressee is enlightened by reason: do to
another what you would want them to do to you. And negatively the moral
agent is reminded: do not do to another what you would not want done to
you. For millennia this tradition informed and underpinned the ethical
codes of institutions concerned with the administration of justice and the
medical profession. The Hippocratk Oath taken by doctors, for example,
expresses it succinctly: do no harm. Or as Bill would say with the media in
mind, "do no more harm".

BILL PORTER'S CHALLENGE TO CONTEMPORARY CULTURE

Bill Porter was only too aware that the term morality had developed a "bad
press". It suggested to moderns something imposed upon them rather than
something grounded in human nature, springing from human freedom.
Presenting morality with a view to its importance for human flourishing was











































































Lessons learned at the Sarajevo
congress

Grigory Gundarin

Grigory Gundarin describes his unforgettable experience of attending a
conference organised by the International Communications Forum that
highlighted the role of the journalist in ethnic conflicts

I first participated in the activities of the International Communications
Forum (ICF) in 2000 when a group of journalists from Nizhny Novgorod
was invited to take part in one its events in Sarajevo, the capital of Bosnia.

The congress proved to be an unforgettable event for me, both in terms
of being able to communicate with my colleagues from other countries and
in terms of understanding the profoundness and complexity of the problem
of ethnic conflicts in different parts of the world and, in particular, in Russia.

In those days, Sarajevo was much talked about. It was not by chance that
the congress was held in the capital of now independent Bosnia and
Herzegovina, which then was a destroyed city: discussions about ethnic
conflicts became more acute and tragic against the background of bullet-
ridden houses, the burnt and destroyed building of the local parliament.

For us Russian journalists, those talks were of special concern as we
considered the unstable situations in a number of former republics of the
USSR, fruitless attempts to establish a constructive dialogue for dividing
power between territories and the centre - and the need for a new concept
of the role of man in a multi-cultural society.

Much in the city was shocking; some of the most striking and horrible
things we still remember were the so-called "Sarajevo roses" - scarlet spots
on the grey asphalt pavements marked places where people had been killed
during the Sarajevo conflict. It did not matter whether the killed man took
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We need a movement for responsible
readership"

Gordon Graham

According to Gordon Graham, the increase in volume and accessibility
of words has led to a decline in the art of readership. Millions of readers
are oblivious to both their power and their responsibility. So, he argues,
we need a movement for more responsible readership

My grandson-in-law surprised me a few months ago, in response to an
invitation to say what he would like for a Christmas present, by requesting
a copy of Dante's Divine Comedy. I was surprised because Steve, although
a master of many things which I shall never understand, is not literarily
inclined. For the previous Christmas he had asked for a book on
bodybuilding.

I was embarrassed as well as surprised, because, while I consider myself
a serious reader, I have never read Dante. In my ignorance, I thought that
his major work was Infemo, which I have now learned is the first part of the
Divine Comedy. "Dante," I would say grandly, "is on my mental list of
'Books I Plan to Read One Day'. Like Gibbon's Decline and Fall and
Tolstoy's War and Peace, I am keeping them for contemplative reading in
my old age." (I recently decided it was time I started and am now reading de
Tocqueville's Democracy in America.)

When Steve thanked us for the book, my wife said how much we
admired his ambitious choice and ventured that it would take him a couple
of years to read it. "No, I am going to read Infemo right away," he said. "It's
background for a computer game that is coming out shortly." Again my
ignorance was exposed. Computer games, Steve patiently explained, are a
serious hobby, played by millions, whose average age is thirty-five.
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Saying Sorry to the Aborigines: How the
media played such a crucial role

John Bond

John Bond argues that the Australian mainstream media deserves credit
for the part it played in bringing about a major shift in national attitudes
towards the Aborigines

When the Australian Prime Minister made a wholehearted apology on 13
February 2008 to his country's Aboriginal population, the story received
vast coverage across the world. The developing world was especially
interested. News of a Western leader apologising for cruel past policies was
music to many who still bear scars as a result of Western domination of their
countries. How that apology came about is a story worth telling. It is a story
of a government constantly wrong-footed by the media.

Let us go back to 1996, when national elections saw Labor defeated after
13 years in office, to be replaced by a government led by John Howard. In
the election campaign John Howard made one view clear. It was that
Aboriginal interests had won too many concessions thanks to an undue
sense of guilt among white Australians and, if elected, his government would
"swing the pendulum back". He intended to get rid of the "black armband"
view of Australia - the excessive focus, in his view, on the ugly side of the
nation's history, the treatment of the Aboriginal people.

Then a report landed on his desk. It was called Bringing Them Home,
the results of an enquiry into the policies which created the Stolen
Generations - the tens of thousands of Aboriginal people who were
removed from their families as children, until the early 1970s, with the aim
of assimilating them into the white community.
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