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South Africa has many
problems that must be
solved. Many people are
seeking a new way. But to
attempt to build something
of lasting value while ig-
noring the importance of
ethics Is like building a
house on sand. This is true
for soil conservation, so-
cial structure and national
policy.

Consider soil conserva-
tion. Aldo Leopold, Ameri-
can naturalist and conserva-
tionist, wrote in 1948: "That
land is a community is the
basic concept of ecology,
but that land is to be loved
and respected in an exten-
sion of ethics. "In this way
he defined the land ethic. He
said land was like a pyramid
- at the base soil particles,
micro-organisms, then
earthworms, insects, ro-
dents, mammals and finally
man. If the soil is used in a
way which destroys one part
of the pyramid, erosion fol-
lows.

This effects everything,
including insects and ani-
mals. The grass disappears
and humus is lost, fine par-
ticles are mercilessly blown
away in dust clouds, bigger
granules are washed down
dongas to become silt in
dams or mud in the rivers. In
South Africa 400 million
tons of soil are lost in this
way each year. It is true the
situation has partly been
inherited by this generation.

.. dn 1910 farms now reckoned
flo have astocking rate of one
sheep to three hectares were
carrying double that num-
ber. But we must find the
answer in our generation.
Our Agricultural Depart-
ment and Extension Office
has done much research and
many experiments. The
Veld Trust has played its
part by publishing essential

* information. But erosion of
our land continues. It need
not.

EROSION

Forty years ago on our
farm in the harsh Karoo
there was increasing ero-
sion. We were deeply con-
cerned and at great expense
built earth banks and stone
weirs in the dongas. We put
bushes weighed down by
rocks in the footpaths and
runnels, in a vain attempt to
keep the soil in place. But
the tide began to turn only
when we decided to put our
needs of the soil ahead of our
desire for bigger and better
profits.

We sold a third of our
sheep and began a system of
rotational grazing and rest-
ing of the camps. We had to
tighten our belts and forgo
all luxurics. In the Karoo
changes come slowly, but
after some years the grass
began to grow on the bare
patches of soil. Humus be-
gan to build around the
roots; the water no longer
rushed away with every light
thunderstorm. The sheep,
our main source of income,
began to produce more
wool, and the lambing per-
centage increased. Cattle
could graze where there had
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the land could be ended.

Though there is still
much to be done, we look
back with some satisfaction
at what has been achieved,
but we realisc now that the
improvement began only
when we had, almost un-
knowingly, applied the land
ethic. We had begun to treat
our soil with love and re-
spect, and we had been re-
warded. Experiments, infor-
mation, publicity, even sub-
sidies and laws, are neces-
sary, but it is clear that with-
out an extra dimension we
will not stop our land from
wasting away. The accep-
tance and application of the
land ethic is essential, and
by all who dcpend on the
land.

LAND

The care of the land unre-
lated to the condition of our
society, however, does not
fulfil all our needs. The land
is the foundation on which
human society depends. The
two are linked, and just like
the soil, society is acommu-
nity, each part depending on
the other. Everyone should
be able to use his ability to
maintain productivity and
stability. All must have the
opportunity to contribute
their share to the common
pool and get fair share of the
products and conveniences
so generated. -

Just as with the soil,
when ignorance, greed or
selfish ambition ghecome

dominant motives, ‘erosion
inthe community occurs and
the community can be de-
stroyed. And not only in our
country, butin many parts of
the world, it seems to me that
society is in an advanced
state of erosion. It need not
be. I have seen the answer at
work.

After I apologised to my
farm workers forinconsider-
ate treatment and rough
words, my attitude toward
them changed entirely. From
them there was a positive
response. They began to
take responsibility and to
make constructive sugges-
tions in regard to the work
and management of the
farm.

LABOUR

Some years later we de-
veloped a labour-intensive
wool, spinning and weaving
project in the town of
Graaff-Reinet. Our aim was
to reduce the scourge of
unemployment in the town-
ships. Many more applied
for work than could possibly
be accommodated. Those
we took on were desperate,
dejected and poor. Most had
aminimum of education. We
taught them the skills of
spinning, weaving and knit-
ting by hand. Soon they were
producing attractive yarn
and garments, and after a
time I found they were tak-
ing a pride not only in their
work but also-in their per-
sonal appearance. Any new-
comers were disciplined by
them and were soon coming
to work neat and clean. They
also began to take responsi-,
bility for production and

quality. They had found
both dignity and purpose.

The change, both on the
farm and in Graaff-Reinet,
was because we were apply-
ing the social ethic: rever-
ence for people. The aim was
to value each person and
encourage them to make a
sound contribution to the
community.

Take the analogy further
and think about Africa. Just
as the land needs all its in-
gredients to remain fertile
and productive, and society
needs all to serve and work
to remain stable and effec-
live, so Africa needs all
countrics to work together
for maximum production.
Qur continent is divided,
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wracked by ideological con-
flict, distrust, fear, domina-
tion and starvation, but we
need each other. Already
Lesotho and South Africa
are planning to share water
and expertise. There are
great water resources on the
continent which could prof-
itably be used for power
generation, food production
and pleasure for millions.

For centuries France and
Germany were deadly ene-
mies, but the division be-
tween West Germany and
France has been healed. That
was a beginning. Now the
EEC is working toward con-
tinental cooperation. If Eu-
rope can take these steps,
why not Africa? Together
we could use the tremendous
asscts of waler, mincrals,
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- not so that one lot are richer
or stronger than another, but
in such a way that all can
share in the bounty of Af-
rica.

LAND ETHIC

We need the land ethic to
improve and preserve the
fertility and stability of the
soil. We need the social ethic
to improve the quality of life
and to respect the dignity of
people. We need the conti-
nental ethic to unite and
develop the whole of Africa.
Ethics and ideals - such
aims, cannot be reached by
social, economic and politi-
cal planning alone. As a
people, black and white, we
honour God: bur we must go
to the next step and apply
His law of love to land,
community and continent.
This will call for courageous



