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- THE WORLD

{ [AKING a World
" Difference” was
2 theme of the
'arld- Conference
'r Moral Re-
~mament held at
e Georgetown

1iversity,
'ashington, D.C.,
cm June 15 to June
1°198S.

e emphasis was on
(erience not theory, on
>rmal exchanges not

speeches. The aim

15 to find further steps
v which we can narrow
= gaps between rhetoric
11 reality, in our own
vss and then in the
A rld s
ssues: ihat were dealt
h were of peace-
reedom, hunger
 CoMmunity life. Par-
ttention was
link between
ecisions and

’ included
. of parliamént,

m BES sadors, former
2 by ministers,
i monks in-
u Sasts and trade un-
« Jeleaders, journalists

‘was made of my
ce from South

Fuote: “At this stage
il to extend a special
e to Mr Das
0o National presi-
the 30 000 strong
¥ African chcrg.tion

: %
was followed by

yt warm applause.
raom that moment
vqrds I became a
cug of attention and
#s kept busy respon-
N ;{« to invitations by
itious groups of people
\rlydvanous parts of the
‘¥hen I told them that
y union always main-
ited the principle of
t+ for the job and that
¢+ catered for all races,
ey were surprised.

Still greater was the
rprise when I told them
at I held the position of
¢sident of the National
custrial Council of the
pather Industry of
rith Africa for three
ivsecutive terms.

told them of the

utual trust we had
4ated between
iployers and employees

the industry and we
k! set a pattern for
fier industries in South
frica.

They noted with great
terest that our In-
strial Council was now
lvancing loans to
irkers to purchase their

ts, students and,

own homes at a very low
interest rate. .

I also’ addresfed the
main conference and told
them how my trip to
Washington was made

possible. That when 1
was clear that I should go
and I com y sur-
mdered to the very
next Kd miracles
happened. y full airfare
was paid for. I told them
of the part played by my
employers and the en-
couragement and support
rccl:l:ived from them as
well.

Muriel Smith,
Broadway star and singer
took the platform after
me. To everyone’s sur-
prise she stood still for a
few seconds and with
tears rolling down her
cheeks said, ‘I don’t
know what to say...The
gentleman before me
from South Africa has
given us the answer for
South Africa and the
wor

DISCUSSIONS

During one of the
sessions on informal
diplomacy — South
Africa: was highly
featured. Leading the dis-
cussions were persons
like Chester Crocker and
British M.P. Jim Lester.

The strategy of dis-
investment was discuss-
ed. Dr Crocker said that
the US was very concern-
ed with what was
happening in South
Africa and his
government’s interest
was in a constructive
change.

The process of change
was visible and recent
events within the country
have been responsible for
these changes. Majority
of Whites are also behind
this change. He pointed
out some of the areas
where changes had taken
place.

Trade union recogni-
tion and the right to join
a trade union is perhaps
one of the greatest
changes of recent times.
US has spent $ 30m for
the training of blacks —
to build bridges. But of
course the question is
what we do to acccicrate
the process of change?

(1) We do nat accept
and,

. 4 the Homelands

(2) We reject and con-

trial,
Therefore the US plan
for constructive change is

perhaps the only g“

tical thing that s
“We cannot isolate

done.

South Africa. We must
open our channels. We
need more involvement.
We have to open up more
and more channels of
communication.

Gy U m, SO

trust between rival
groups. With this belief in
what is right, change
would be normal for men
and women who have
faith. The reality can be
tested by anyone at any
time.

Today it is the healing
of suspicion and

bitterness. It is fear and
trustrauon and the feeling

of - meaninglessness that
call for cure and the
cruelty that can spring
from them.

Most of the world’s
deepest ills are beyond
legislation. Changes in
structure, needed and
often imperative as they
are, can leave the deepest
forces in peoples’ lives in
bondage still.

Something much more
in life is needed if life is to
be worth living, if we are
to have satisfying goals
to aim for, if we are even
to be able to enjoy our
own family life.

We must therefore go
to the root and the root is
man himself. And it is the
men of faith who know
how to go to the root.

It is our ancient calling
to bring God’s miracde
factor to bear.in human
_nature itself, starting with
our own and then going
out to everyone. He leads

creating the
new man aAd WOman
who create the new

society under God’ »

: s’l;:p South Africa
. We from

haz decided to spread
this message of change
by means of a national
conference in Mariannhill
during October this year
end perhaps launching an
intemational conference
- within 18 months. -

F

“Thousands of blacks |

are employed by
American companies in
South Africa And the
Sullivan Code is already
making great changes in
the lives of the work
force. Power is already in
the hands of the Blacks
with the purchasing
power. There is the
power of the trade unions
to organise and .ask for
their legitimate rights in
bargaining and the
government does realise
this”... he said.

“Which other country
is backing up its beliefs in
a constructive way? It is
only the USA.

Mr Jim Lester MP
(UK) said that what is
best for South Africa is
nct necessarily our own
interests. If we stand for
democracy and liberty
then let this be the same
for all. The British at-
titude to sanctions is that
it does not work.”

A film “One Word of
Truth” based on the
Nobel Prize speech by
Alexandra Solzhenitsyn
and ably narrated by Bob
Courtenay, was shown at
the conference.

After the showing of
the film a panel of judges
asked for questions and
comments. After various
speakers I summed the
theme of the story thus:
“That violence is linked
with untruth and lies.
That one word of Truth
outweighs the whole
world.”’ Mahatma
Gandhi said, ‘Truth is
God and God is Truth’.”

BUILD TRUST

Truth and
righteousness could build

e

Talk of the Bazaar
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