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Mr Des ihnthoo, praaldant o f  the heads A l i c e
Federation et' Leather Trade Unions was ens et  the
few South Africa's at the Moral Itaarmsamat taw
termer hi Wendt . =  D.C. He recounts here his ex-
periences at the conkrence. Since re turn ,  Rees the
conference, Mr Sundhoo Yes learnt of his appointment

to the Natal Museums Boarc
own homes at a very low
interest rate. h  -

I also addresSed the
main [-onferen x and told
them h o w  m y  t r i p  t o
Washington was made
possible. T h a t  when I
was clear that I should go
and I  completely sur -
rendered to Godfthe very
next d a y  m i r a c l e s
happened. My full airfare
was paid for. I  told them
of the part played by my
employers and  the  en-
couragement and support
received f r o m  them as
well

M u r i e l  S m i t h ,
Broadway star and singer
took the platform after
me. To  everyone's sur-
prise she stood still for a
few seconds a n d  w i t h
tears roll ing down her
cheeks sa id,  " I  d o n ' t
know what to say....The
gentleman be fo re  m e
from South Af r ica has
given us the answer for
South A f r i c a  and  t he
world."

DISCUSSIONS
During o n e  o f  the

sessions o n  i n f o rma l
diplomacy —  S o u t h
A f r i c a  w a s  h i g h l y
featured. Leading the dis-
cussions were persons
like Chester Crocker and
British M.P. Jim Lester.

The strategy o f  dis-
investment was discuss-
ed. D r  Crocker said that
the US was very concern-
ed w i t h  w h a t  w a s
happening i n  S o u t h
A f r i c a  a n d  h i s
government's in te res t
was i n  a  constructive
change.

The process of change
was visible and  recent
events within the country
have been responsible for
these changes. Majori ty
of Whites are also behind
this change. He pointed
out some o f  the areas
where changes had taken
place.

Trade union recogni-
tion and the right to join
a trade union is perhaps
one o f  t h e  g rea tes t
changes o f  recent times.
US has spent S 30rn for
the training o f  blacks —
to build bridges. But o f
course t h e  question i s
what we do to accelerate
the process of change?

(I) We vilo not accept
s the Homelands and,

(2) We reject and con-
demn forced removals
and detentions without
trial.

Therefore the US plan
for constructive change is
perhaps the on ly  prac-
tical thing that S  being
done.

"We cannot  isolate
South Africa. We  must
open our  channels. W e
need more involvement.
We have to open up more
and more  channels o f
communication.

"Thousands of blacks
are e m p l o y e d  b y
American companies i n
South A f r i c a  A n d  the
Sullivan Code is already
making great changes in
the l ives o f  the w o r k
force. Power is already in
the hands o f  the Blacks
with t h e  pu r chas ing
power. T h e r e  i s  t h e
power of the trade unions
to organise and .ask for
their legitimate rights in
bargain ing a n d  t h e
government does realise
this"... he said.

"Which other country
is backing up its beliefs in
a constructive way? I t  is
only the USA.

Mr J i m  Lester  M P
(UK) said that what i s
best for South Africa is
not necessarily our own
interests. I f  we stand for
democracy a n d  l iberty
then let this be the same
for al l .  The British at-
titude to sanctions is that
it does not work."

A fi lm "One Word o f
Truth" based o n  t h e
Nobel Prize speech b y
Alexandra Solzhenitsyn
and ably narrated by Bob
Courtenay, was shown at
the conference.

After the showing o f
the film a panel of judges
asked fo r  questions and
comments. After various
speakers I  summed the
theme o f  the story thus:
"That violence is linked
with untruth a n d  lies.
That one word o f  Truth
outweighs t h e  w h o l e
w o r l d . "  M a h a t m a
Gandhi said. 'Truth i s
God and God is Truth'."

BUILD TRUST
Tr u t h  a n d

righteousness cuuld build

trust  b e t w e e n  r i v a l
groups. With this belief in
what i s  r igh t ,  change
would be normal for men
and women w h o  have
faith. The reality can be
tested by anyone at any
time.

Today it is the healing
of  s u s p i c i o n  a n d
bitterness. I t  is fear and
frustration awl the feeling
of meaninglessness that
call f o r  cure  and  t he
cruelty that  can spring
from them.

M0',/ o f  the world's
deepest i l ls  are beyond
legislation. Changes i n
structure, needed a n d
often imperative as they
are, can leave the deepest
forces in peoples' lives in
bondage still.

Something much more
in life is needed if life is to
be worth living, i f  we are
to have satisfying goals
to aim for, i f  we are even
to be able to enjoy our
own family life.

We must therefore go
to the root and the root is
man himself. And It is the
men o f  faith who know
how to go to the root.

It is our ancient calling
to bring God's miracle
factor to bear in human
nature itself, starting with
our own and then going
out to everyone. l ie leads
us too, so creating the
new m a n  and  woman
who can create the new
society u n d e r  G o d ' s
leadership.

Wt train South Africa
have decided to spread
this message o f  change
by means o f  a national
conference in Mariannhill
during October this year
end perhaps launching an
international conference
within IS  insight
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