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W H E R E  A R E  W E  r )

" M o s t  o f  u s  J o g  a l o n g  f r o m  d a y  t o  d a y  d o i n g  t h i s  a n d
t h a t ,  b u t  i n  t e r m s  o f  a  m e a n i n g f u l  d i r e c t i o n  i n  l i f e  w e ' r e
h e a d i n g  n o w h e r e , "  s a y s  a  s i x t h - f o r m  c h a r a c t e r  i n  t h e  p l a y
' B e y o n d  C o m p r e h e n s i o n ' ,  b y  H o w a r d  G r a c e .  S o m e  p e o p l e  d o

h a v e  a  c l e a r  s e n s e  o f  p u r p o s e ,  b u t  m a n y  g o  t h r o u g h  t h e i r
w h o l e  l i v e s  w i t h  l i t t l e  i d e a  w h e r e  t h e y  a r e  h e a d i n g .
P e r h a p s  t h a t  d o e s n ' t  m a t t e r .  P e r h a p s  p e o p l e  l i v e  q u i t e
h a p p i l y  w i t h o u t  a n y  t h o u g h t s  a b o u t  w h y  t h e y  a r e  h e r e .

What a b o u t  y o u ?  D o  y o u  t h i n k  y o u  a r e  J u s t  p a r t  o f  a
r o u t i n e  c y c l e  o f  p r o d u c t i o n  a n d  c o n s u m p t i o n  o r  d o  y o u
s u s p e c t  t h a t  t h e r e  m u s t  b e  m o r e  t o  i t  t h a n  t h a t ?  W e  a r e
c o n v i n c e d  t h e r e  i s .  W e  a l s o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f
o u r  p e r s o n a l  l i v e s  i s  c r u c i a l  t o  f i n d i n g  a  p u r p o s e .

The  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  t h i s  p u b l i c a t i o n  a r e  t o  p r o v o k e
t h o u g h t  o n  t h e s e  l i n k e d  f a c t o r s .  T h e  a r t i c l e s  a r e  m a i n l y
t a k e n  f r o m  p r e v i o u s  i s s u e s  o f  F R E E W A Y  -  a  m a g a z i n e  f o r
y o u n g  p e o p l e  w h i c h  g e t s  i t s  i n s p i r a t i o n  f r o m  M o r a l  R e -
A r m a m e n t ,  a s  d o  w e .

W a r r e n  B u c k l e y H o w a r d  G r a c e  I a n  H e a l e y

E d w a r d  P e t e r s  P e t e r  R i d d e l l  A n g e l a  W i l l o u g h b y

To p u t  t h e  w o r l d  i n  o r d e r ,  w e  m u s t  f i r s t  p u t  t h e  n a t i o n  i n
o r d e r ;  t o  p u t  t h e  n a t i o n  i n  o r d e r  w e  m u s t  p u t  t h e  f a m i l y
i n  o r d e r ;  t o  p u t  t h e  f a m i l y  i n  o r d e r  w e  m u s t  c u l t i v a t e  o u r
p e r s o n a l  l i f e ;  a n d  t o  c u l t i v a t e  o u r  p e r s o n a l  l i f e  w e  m u s t
f i r s t  s e t  o u r  h e a r t s  r i g h t .  ( C o n f u c i u s  -  5 0 0  B . C . )

The cover cartoons are by Einar Engebretsen,
as are those on pages 3,6,7,9,10,12,13, and 15,



INFURIATING MEWS
by Sue Pearce

DESPITE T H E  LACK O F  EXOTIC TRAVEL,  m y
summer w a s  memorab le .  S u m m e r  o f  ' 8 9  -
when m y  p a r e n t s  a n d  I  l e a r n t  h o w  t o  g e t
on.

A f t e r  l e a v i n g  h o m e  I  d i d n ' t  m u c h  l i k e
re tu rn ing .  D a d  w a s  emba r rass i ng .  M u m  w a s
annoying. T h e y  w e r e  b o t h  i n f u r i a t i n g ;  O r  s o
I  t h o u g h t .  When l i f e  w e n t  o u t  o f  c o n t r o l
l a s t  t e r m  I  t u r n e d  i n w a r d s  t o  f i g u r e  o u t
why I  w a s  t h e  p e r s o n  I  w a s .  T h i s  d u g  u p
some i n c i d e n t s  b u r i e d  i n  m y  m i n d  s i n c e
they happened b e t w e e n  m y  p a r e n t s  a n d  m e
many shoe  s i z e s  ago.

Te l l i n g  Mum a n d  D a d  a b o u t  t h e s e  t h i n g s
4., seemed l u d i c r o u s .  B u t  i n  e a r l y  summer  w e

went o n  a  t e n s e  h o l i d a y  t o g e t h e r  a n d  o n e

day i t  a l l  came c u t .  Surpr is ing ly,  Mum a n d
Dad u n d e r s t o o d  b e c a u s e  t h e y  b o t h
remembered s i m i l a r  h u r t f u l  e x p e r i e n c e s
from t h e i r  own childhoods.

Later o n  I  w a s  s t a r i n g  o u t  o f  t h e
window t h i n k i n g  i t  o v e r .  Something i n s i d e
said, "Apologise t o  D a d  f o r  y o u r  c r i t i c a l
att i tude". I  knew i t  w a s  t r u e  b u t  i t  t o o k

me a g e s  t o  s t e p  o n  my p r i d e ,  t u r n  around
and s a y  i t  t o  h i m .  T h e r e  w a s  n o
accompanying orchest ra  t h a t  d a y,  b u t  s i n c e
then I ' v e  a s t o n i s h e d  m y s e l f  b y  l o o k i n g
forward t o  s e e i n g  M u m  a n d  D a d .  T h e
automatic r e a c t i o n s  o f  a n n o y a n c e  a n d
cri t icism h a v e  v a n i s h e d .  W h a t ' s  m o r e  I
actual ly l i k e  t h e m .  H o n e s t y  a n d  f o r g i v e -
ness, t h o u g h  t o u g h  t o  p r a c t i s e ,  a r e  a
powerful combination.

This article f i rst  appeared in the CU broadsheet at York
University, M e e  Sue is studying,

P  r -  c " g r -  'Efts s ' "
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ANY OLD BOOKS: SIXTH
FORMER'S STORY

"I BELIEVE I N  MIRACLES," I  s a i d  t o  t h e
headmaster when h e  asked where  t h e  money
for o u r  e n t e r p r i s e  would  come f rom.  T h e r e
was a  r a t h e r  b lank  pause be fore  h e  r e p l i e d
hasti ly,  " A h  y e s ,  w e l l . . . e r ,  I ' m  s u r e  w e
could f i n d  s o m e  b e n e f a c t o r  o r . . .  o r
something." I  wondered v a g u e l y  w h a t  h a d
prompted m e  t o  s a y  s u c h  a n  out rageous
thing.

The e n t e r p r i s e  w a s  t o  s e n d  u s e d  t e x t
books t o  b l a c k  South  Af r icans ,  w h o  s u f f e r
from a  severe  shor tage o f  them. M y  school
friend Caro l ine  a n d  I  h a d  h e a r d  a  young
South A f r i c a n  s p e a k  a b o u t  t h e  damage t o
education i n  h i s  h o m e  t o w n  o f  S o w e t o
because o f  t h i s  l a c k .  W e  d e c i d e d  t o  d o
what w e  could t o  help.

We r a i s e d  t h e  m o n e y

After c o n s u l t a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  s t a f f ,  t h e
headmaster g a v e  u s  p e r m i s s i o n  t o  s e n d
unwanted t e x t  books t o  South A f r i c a  -  b u t
added t h a t  i t  w a s  u p  t o  u s  t o  ar range  i t .
As n e i t h e r  m i r a c l e  n o r  b e n e f a c t o r  seemed
to b e  forthcoming, Caro l ine  and  I  began t o
look f o r  a  means  o f  r a i s i n g  t h e  money
ourselves. Luck i ly  a  member o f  s t a f f  had a
friend w h o  s o l d  second-hand b o o k s  f o r
charity. W e  r e a d i l y  accepted h i s  o f f e r  t o
organise a  s a l e ,  f r o m  which w e  cou ld  keep
the p r o f i t .

Storing t h e  f e w  h u n d r e d  b o x e s  o f
second-hand b o o k s  p r o v e d  q u i t e  a
nightmare. A n o t h e r  g e n e r o u s  m e m b e r  o f
s t a f f  o f f e r e d  t o  keep them ' temporar i ly '  i n
his d i n i n g  room. B u t  o u r  e f f o r t s  t o  f i n d
an a l t e r n a t i v e  p l a c e  f a i l e d ,  a n d  t h e  p o o r
man h a d  t o  e a t  i n  h i s  k i t chen  f o r  s e v e r a l
days.

The s a l e  i t s e l f  w e n t  b e t t e r  t h a n  we  had
ever hoped. T h e  n e x t  s t e p  w a s  t o  c o l l e c t
the u s e d  t e x t  b o o k s .  S e v e r a l  h e a d s  o f
department c o n t r i b u t e d  b o o k s .  C a r o l i n e ' s
parents f o u n d  u s  s o m e  t e a  c h e s t s .  T h e
Librarian l e n t  u s  a  t r o l l e y  f o r  c a r t i n g
them around  t h e  schoo l ,  a n d  o n e  t e a c h e r
got h i s  whole c l a s s  moving books f o r  us.  A
man f r o m  t h e  manual school na i led  t h e  l i d s
on t h e  chests,  a n d  t w o  h e f t y  f e l l o w s  f r o m
the bu i ld ing  s i t e  ob l ig ing ly  l i f t e d  them u p
the s teps  i n t o  o u r  house. A l l  seemed t o  b e
ready.

P a n i c !

We h a d  d iscovered  t h e  name o f  a  f i r m
which w o u l d  t r a n s p o r t  t h e  books t o  South
Africa a t  a  reduced pr ice .  B u t  when I  r a n g
them t h e y  s a i d  t h e y  n e e d e d  t o  k n o w
immediately t h e  w e i g h t  o f  t h e  c h e s t s .
Panic! M y  f i r s t  t h o u g h t  w a s  t h e  i n f i r m a r y,
so I  grabbed a n  unsuspecting f r i e n d  and we
hauled o n e  c h e s t  d o w n  t h e r e  a n d  weighed
it .  By  t h i s  t i m e  we  were  s o  exhausted t h a t
we decided i t  would b e  s impler  t o  t a k e  t h e
scales t o  t h e  remain ing  ches ts .  B u t  t h e n
the d o c t o r  a r r i v e d  a n d  p u t  h i s  f o o t  down. ^ '
The s c a l e s  w e r e  t o o  d e l i c a t e  t o  b e  u s e d
for t h i s  purpose! Eventual ly,  thanks  t o  t h e
help o f  t h e  k i t c h e n  sca les ,  I  was  a b l e  t o
convey t o  t h e  f i r m  t h e  w e i g h t s  o f  t h e
chests -  one i n  k i l o s  and two i n  pounds!

A teacher  o f f e r e d  t o  d r i v e  t h e  chests t o
London, t o  b e  handed o v e r  t o  t h e  shipping
company. B u t  a t  t h e  l a s t  m i n u t e  w e  found
that t h e  school  minibuses were  unavai lable,
and a  v a n  had  t o  b e  h i red .  A f t e r  t h i s  and
a l l  o t h e r  e x p e n s e s  w e r e  c o v e r e d ,  £ 2
remained i n  t h e  f u n d .  T h i s  w a s  t h e  e x a c t
amount I  h a d  promised t o  r e p a y  a  f r i e n d
for phone c a l l s  made f r o m  h e r  home w h i l e
the books were  being sent  o f f .

We h e a r d  a  w h i l e  l a t e r  t h a t  o u r  t e a
chests had a r r i v e d  s a f e l y  i n  Soweto. I  was . . . ,
reminded o f  a  p r a y e r  u s e d  b y  F r a n c i s
Drake: "Grant  u s  t o  know t h a t  i t  i s  n o t  i n
the beginning,  b u t  t h e  cont inu ing  o f  t h e
same, u n t i l  i t  b e  t h o r o u g h l y  f i n i s h e d ,
which y ie lde th  t h e  t r u e  g lory."

P i p p  et F "  a  u n  c  e

T Y P I C A L
oLP-FASHIONED
PRUDISH , CONI:ORM6T
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RETIRED AT ZZ
by Ian Healey

I'VE JUST RETIRED. A T  2 2 .  A n d  n o w  a  w h o l e
new w o r l d ,  a  f reedom h a s  opened o u t  b e f o r e
me. ' W h a t ! '  y o u  m a y  s a y ,  ' I s n ' t  t h a t  a  b i t
young?' Perhaps,  b u t  m y  r e t i r e m e n t  i s  f r o m
chess n o t  m y  c a r e e r ;  i n d e e d  t h e  l a t t e r  i s
j us t  a b o u t  t o  s t a r t .

For m o s t  p e o p l e  t h e  t h o u g h t  o f  c h e s s
would b e  s o m e t h i n g  l o n g  a n d  b o r i n g  -  a n d
fo r  i n t e l l e c t u a l s .  F o r  me i t  w a s  a  pass ion ,

ANN a  t h r i l l ,  a l m o s t  a  w a y  o f  l i f e  a t  t i m e s  -
and I  am n o  i n t e l l e c t u a l .

I s t a r t e d  a t  s c h o o l ,  a n d  f o u n d  i t  a
great  e g o -boos t  s i n c e  I  w a s  q u i t e  good.  M y
lack o f  s u c c e s s  w i t h  t h e  g i r l s  l e f t  i t  i n
need o f  a  b o o s t !  F r o m  t h e r e  I  j o i n e d  a
club, r e a d  a  f e w  b o o k s  a n d  f o u n d  m y s e l f
doing w e l l  i n  c ompe t i t i ons .  Sudden ly  i t  was
more t h a n  a n  e g o -boos t .  W inn ing  was n o t  s o
much a  reward ,  b u t  a  t a r g e t .  D e f e a t  became
unthinkable.  T h e  d e s i r e  f o r  c o m p e t i t i o n
spread a n d  I  f o u n d  m y s e l f  p l a y i n g  more  and
more. I  became C l u b  Champion -  b u t  t h a t
wasn't e n o u g h .  A s  m y  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  w i t h
g i r l s  g o t  worse ,  I  b u r i e d  m y s e l f  f u r t h e r  i n
my w o r l d  o f  chess.

An e n o r m o u s  v o i d

Shor t l y  a f t e r  I  f o u n d  a  f a i t h ,  I  a s k e d
myself w h e t h e r  I  w o u l d  b e  p repa red  t o  g i v e
up chess  f o r  God. T h i s  w a s  a  t r i c k y  one.  I

reca l l ed  o n e  f r i e n d  w h o  f e l t  G o d  w a s  s o
impor tan t  t h a t  h e  w o u l d  g i v e  u p  h i s
g i r l f r i e n d  a n d  h i s  s p o r t s  c a r  i f  G o d
wanted. T h i s  w a s  s e r i o u s .  I  knew t h e  c h e s s
would h a v e  t o  g o  -  m y  o n e  r e g r e t  w a s  n o t
winning a n y  t r o p h i e s  ( p r i z e s  w e r e  m o s t l y
cash). W h a t  s h o u l d  I  d o  i n s t e a d ?  A n
enormous v o i d  s t r e t c h e d  o u t  i n  m y  l i f e .
What a b o u t  m y  c h e s s - p l a y i n g  f r i e n d s ?  I
needn't h a v e  w o r r i e d .  T h e  l a s t  game w a s  a
defeat  b y  m y  b i g g e s t  r i v a l  i n  t h e  s e m i -
f i n a l  o f  t h e  l o c a l  Summer K n o c k -Out  ( K O )
Tournament.

I t  w a s  a t  t h i s  t i m e  t h a t  m y  r e l a t i o n s h i p
w i th  m y  f a t h e r  r e a l l y  s t a r t e d  t o  g r o w ,
a f t e r  I ' d  overcome m y  r e j e c t i o n  o f  h i m .  I
rea l i zed  t h a t ,  w i t h  t h i s  a n d  m y  g r o w i n g
f a i t h ,  I  w a s n ' t  m i s s i n g  t h e  chess !  B u t  w h a t
of  t h e  w a s t e d  t a l e n t ?  S o ,  a f t e r  f o u r  o r
f i v e  m o n t h s ,  I  s t a r t e d  a g a i n  -  t h i s  t i m e
w i th  a  n e w  ' f r e e '  s p i r i t .  I  f o u n d  m y s e l f
en joy ing p l a y i n g  chess  f o r  t h e  game's sake .
And a f t e r  m y  ' r e s t '  I  w a s  p l a y i n g  b e t t e r
than e v e r ,  a n d  w i n n i n g  some t r o p h i e s !  ( F o r
Mum o f  cou rse—)

I  w e s n '  t  f r e e

During t h e  s u m m e r  m o n t h s  t h i s  y e a r , I
decided t h a t  m y  f i n a l  y e a r  a t  u n i v e r s i t y
was g o i n g  t o  b e  h a r d  work .  When I  added t o
t h i s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  p l a y i n g  i n  a  t e a m  i s  a
commitment -  w h i c h  l i m i t s  o n e ' s  f r eedom o f
ac t ion  -  I  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  I  w a s n ' t  f r e e  f o r
God t o  d o  a s  H e  p l eased  w i t h  me. I  f e l t  I
should s t o p  a t  t h e  end  o f  t h a t  season.

And w h a t  a  l a s t  f e w  mon ths !  I n  J u l y  m y
club w o n  t h e  B r i t i s h  I n t e r m e d i a t e
Championship; b u t  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  G o d  k n e w
what He  was  d o i n g  was  shown i n  t h i s  y e a r ' s
Summer KO Tournament .  I n  t h e  t h i r d  r o u n d  I
met ( a n d  b e a t )  m y  o l d  a d v e r s a r y.  O n  3 0 t h
September I  f i n i s h e d ,  w i t h  a l l  my  a m b i t i o n s
s a t i s f i e d  -  a n d  I  w a s n ' t  even  KO'd.

This a r t i c l e  f i r s t  a p p e a r e d
in December 1 9 6 7
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BUY, BUY, BIM
by Elisabeth Peters

I T ' S  HAPPENED A G A I N .
With t h e  f i r s t  w e a k
rays  o f  s u n  i n  e a r l y
s p r i n g ,  t h e  i n e v i t a b l e
happens t o  me. I t  J u s t
h i t s  m e :  I  w a n t  a
t o t a l  r e n e w a l  o f  m y
whole b e i n g .  I  w o u l d
l i k e  t o  g o  t o  a  b e a u t y
sa lon  f o r  f a c e  a n d
hand t r e a t m e n t  a n d  a  n e w  h a i r s t y l e ,  t o  a
solar ium f o r  some t a n  i n s t e a d  o f  my  b l u e -
whi te  w i n t e r  s k i n ;  t h e n  g o  t h r o u g h  m y
e n t i r e  wardrobe ,  t h r o w  o u t  m o s t  o f  i t  a n d
s t a r t  aga in .

The p r e s s u r e  becomes a l m o s t  u n b e a r a b l e
as I  w a l k  p a s t  t h e  s h o p  w i n d o w s ,  w i t h
every th ing  i n  l o v e l y  l i g h t  c o l o u r s  a n d
f resh c r i s p  c o t t o n .  T h e  s l u s h y  s n o w  i s
f a l l i n g  o n  m y  g r e y  w i n t e r  J a c k e t  a n d  I
almost g e t  a  f r i g h t  w h e n  I  s e e  m y  o w n
ghost f a c e  i n  a  m i r r o r .  ( O h  w h y  d o  t h e y
have s o  many?!)

N o t  f r o m  e y e  make—up

The m a n  i n  m y  l i f e  -  w h o  i s  s t r a n g e l y
unaffec ted  b y  a l l  t h i s  -  g e n e r o u s l y  s a y s ,
"Do b u y  y o u r s e l f  s o m e t h i n g  n e w ! "  A n d  I
t e n t a t i v e l y  e n t e r  i n t o  t h e  p a s t e l  w o r l d  t o
have a  l o o k .  T h e n  t h e  s a m e  r e a c t i o n  a s
las t  y e a r :  N o ! ,  I  d o n ' t  a c t u a l l y  n e e d
anything, I  c a n  d o  w i t h  w h a t  I  have .  O h ,
the p r e s s u r e ,  t h e  p r e s s u r e  o f  f a s h i o n ,  t h e
pressure t o  b u y,  b u y ,  b u y !  I  s e t t l e
f o r  a  f e w  n e c e s s a r i e s  i n  B o o t s  a n d  g o
home a g a i n  q u i t e  r e l i e v e d .

No, I  d o n ' t  m e a n  w e  s h o u l d  n e v e r  b u y
anyth ing n e w  -  o f  c o u r s e  I  d o  t h a t  a t
times. I  J u s t  l o n g  t o  b e  f r e e  f r o m  t h e
pressure o f  f a s h i o n  t h a t  m e a n s  w e  m u s t
buy a  n e w  p a i r  o f  Jeans because  t h i s  y e a r
they s h o u l d  b e  l o o s e - f i t t i n g  w i t h  a  b e l t
and b u t t o n s  i n s t e a d  o f  a  z i p !

The m o s t  b e a u t i f u l  p e o p l e  I  k n o w  a r e
those w i t h  l i g h t s  i n  t h e i r  e y e s  -  a n d  i t
does n o t  c o m e  f r o m  e y e  m a k e - u p  o r  t h e

r i g h t  c o l o u r  c l o t h e s .  M y  s e n s i b l e  s i s t e r
once s a i d  t o  m e  t h a t  w h e n  I  l o n g  f o r  a
new p h y s i c a l  ' m e ' ,  i t  i s  a c t u a l l y  a  n e w
s p i r i t u a l  'me '  t h a t  I  need.  New l i f e  i n s i d e ,
l i v i ng ,  p u r e ,  f r e s h  w a t e r  t o  c l e a n s e  m e
ins ide and  o u t .

So a s  t h e  s u n  c o n t i n u e s  t o  s h i n e  t h r o u g h
my w i n t e r - d i r t y  c l o t h e s ,  I  n o w —bit  b y  b i t
open u p  e v e r y  d o o r  i n s i d e  o f  m e  f o r  a
c loser  l o o k .  T h e r e  a r e  t h i n g s  t h a t  n e e d  t o
be t h r o w n  o u t  a l t o g e t h e r ,  t h o u g h t s  t h a t
need t o  b e  a i r e d ,  a n d  l o n g i n g s  t h a t  n e e d
to b e  answered  i n  H im  w h o  knows  m e  b e s t
of  a l l  and  s a t i s f i e s  e v e r y  p a r t  o f  me.

And m a y b e  I  w i l l  f i n d  a  p i e c e  o f
ma te r i a l  i n  t h e  marke t  f o r  a  new s k i r t !
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SEX, LIES b LIBERATION

Adak.,

SCARCELY A  DAY GOES B Y  w i t h o u t  s o m e  n e w
hor ro r  s t o r y  o f  r ape ,  c h i l d  abuse  o r  o t h e r
sex- r e l a t e d  v i o l e n c e .  W e  a r e  c r e a t i n g  i n
our c i t i e s  a  c l i m a t e  o f  f e a r  a n d  m i s t r u s t .
Many women t h i n k  t w i c e  a b o u t  g o i n g  o u t
alone a t  n i g h t ,  o r  e v e n  s t a y i n g  a t  h o m e
alone.

These p h e n o m e n a  h a v e  m a n y  c a u s e s ,
economic a n d  s o c i a l ,  o f  c o u r s e ;  b u t  a
pr imary cause  i s  t h e  w r o n g  p l a c e  t h a t  s e x
has come t o  occupy i n  o u r  s c a l e  o f  va lues .
We h a v e  become s u p e r -consc ious  o f  w h e t h e r
or n o t  w e  a r e  s e x u a l l y  f u l f i l l e d ,  a n d
conscious o f  o t h e r s  f r o m  t h e  o n e -
dimensional v i e w  o f  h o w  t h e y  r e l a t e  t o  u s
sexual ly.

T h i r t y  y e a r s  a g o  t h e  ' p e r m i s s i v e
experiment '  began.  We  d e c i d e d  i t  w a s  m o r e
'honest'  t o  d o  w h a t  w e  wanted,  r a t h e r  t h a n
' repress ing '  i t .  T h e  s h a c k l e s  o f  t h e  p a s t
were r e l e a s e d  a n d  w e  b r o k e  i n t o  a  ' b r a v e
new f u t u r e ' .

I t  n o w  a p p e a r s  t h a t  -  f a r  f r o m  b e i n g
released o u r s e l v e s  -  w e  r e l e a s e d  a  b e a s t
which h a s  i m p r i s o n e d  u s  a n d  i s  d e s t r o y i n g
count less l i v e s .  F a m i l y  l i f e ,  e d u c a t i o n  a n d
indus t ry  have  a l l  s u f f e r e d .  AIDS i s  b u t  t h e
most r e c e n t  t r a g i c  r e s u l t .

I t  w a s  t h e  c h a l l e n g e  t o  l i v e  b y  t h e
q u a l i t y  o f  a b s o l u t e  p u r i t y  w h i c h  made m e
see t h a t  I  h a d  become e n s l a v e d  b y  s e x .  I
began t o  b e  ashamed o f  t h e  w a y  I  h a d
looked a t  o t h e r  p e o p l e ,  u s i n g  t h e m  t o
s a t i s f y  my des i res .

Freedom c a m e  w h e n  I  f o u n d  t h e  c o u r a g e
to b e  h o n e s t  w i t h  a  f r i e n d  a b o u t  a l l  t h a t
I  w a s  ashamed o f ,  a s k i n g  God's  f o r g i v e n e s s
and H i s  s t r e n g t h  t o  make a  new s t a r t .  T h i s
brought a  r e a l  i n n e r  f reedom,  w h e r e  b e f o r e
I  h a d  f o u n d  t h a t  s e l f - i n d u l g e n c e  l e d  o n l y
to s e l f - c e n t r e d n e s s .  O f  c o u r s e  I  s t i l l
s t r u g g l e  w i t h  m y  o w n  n a t u r e .  I  s l i p  f r o m
the h i g h  i d e a l ,  a n d  j u s t i f y  t h a t  s l i p  t o
myself;  t h e n  t h e  n e x t  s l i p  i s  t h a t  m u c h
easier,  a n d  b e f o r e  y o u  k n o w  i t  y o u  a r e
completely enmeshed.

Only a d m i t t i n g  t h a t  I  h a v e  f a i l e d ,  a n d
tha t  I  a m  n o t  s t r o n g  e n o u g h  a l o n e ,
res to res  i n n e r  f r e e d o m ,  l i g h t n e s s  a n d  j o y
in l i f e  -  t h e  s p a r k l e ,  s e n s i t i v i t y  a n d  n e w
energy.

Perhaps t h e  g r e a t e s t  c o s t  o f  p e r m i s s i v e -
ness i s  t h a t  i t  h a s  h e l p e d  t o  r e n d e r
conscience meaningless.  I n  u s  a l l  t h e r e  a r e
i n s t i n c t s  w i t h  c o n s t r u c t i v e  o r  d e s t r u c t i v e
e f f e c t s  -  o n  o u r s e l v e s ,  o u r  communi ty  a n d
our e n v i r o n m e n t .  C o n s c i e n c e  i s  w h a t
d i s t i ngu i shes  be tween  t h e .  two. I t  i s  w h a t
promotes t h e  g r o w t h  o f  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i v e
force  w i t h i n  u s ,  a n d  t h e  d i m i n u t i o n  o f  t h e
des t ruc t i ve .

The s p i r i t u a l  h e a l t h  o f ,  a  s o c i e t y
depends o n  t h e  w a y  t h a t  s t r u g g l e  i s  g o i n g
on i n  e a c h  h e a r t .  S e x - o b t e s i o n  makes  u s
in- t u rned ,  s o  t h a t  w e  u s e  o u r  e n e r g y ,
imaginat ion  a n d  i n i t i a t i v e  f o r  o u r s e l v e s
r a t h e r  t h a n  f o r  t h e  good o  o t h e r s .

I f  enough peop le  t o o k  p u r i t y  o n  b o a r d  a s
a p e r s o n a l  commitment ,  141e w o u l d ,  I  t h i n k ,
f i nd  a  g r o w t h  o f  c o n c e r n  f o r  n e i g h b o u r s
and communi ty,  a s  w e l l  n e w  c r e a t i v e  i d e a s
emerging i n  a l l  a r e a s  o f  o u r  n a t i o n a l  l i f e :
Not t o  m e n t i o n  t h e  d e e p  j o y  t h a t  c o m e s
from l i v i n g  a  l i f e  w h i c h  i s  ' o n  t h e  g i v e '
not ' o n  t h e  g e t ' .

Peter Riddell
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LIFE AFTER DEATH ROW
AT T H E  A G E  O F  EIGHTEEN I  a c q u i r e d  a
voracious a p p e t i t e  f o r  e v e r y t h i n g  I
thought w a s  " r a d i c a l  a n d  r e v o l u t i o n a r y . "
The i d e a s  o f  K a r l  M a r x  a n d  w o r l d
communism c h a l l e n g e d  m e ;  I  t u r n e d  a w a y
from G o d  a n d  t h e  f a i t h  m y  p a r e n t s  h a d
passed o n  t o  m e  a s  a  c h i l d .  I  w a n t e d  t o
become a  r a d i c a l  i n t e l l e c t u a l !

In t h o s e  y e a r s  m y  c o u n t r y  N o r w a y  w a s
occupied b y  N a z i  Germany. I  w a s  a c t i v e  i n
the Res is tance  Movement. A  g o o d  y e a r  a f t e r
my " c o n v e r s i o n "  t o  a t h e i s m ,  a t  d a w n  o n e
day i n  t h e  summer  o f  1 9 4 3 ,  f i v e  G e s t a p o
o f f i c e r s  s u r r o u n d e d  o u r  house .  T h e y  b r o k e
t h e i r  w a y  i n t o  o u r  home  a n d  w i t h  b r i g h t
f l a s h l i g h t s  a n d  S t e n  g u n s  f o r c e d  me o u t  o f
bed.

O n l y  f o r  o l d  women  a n d  i n v a l i d s

I g o t  d r e s s e d  a n d  t h e y  f o r c e d  m e  o u t
i n to  t h e i r  c a r .  I  h e a r d  m y  m o t h e r ' s  v o i c e ,
shaking a s  s h e  c a l l e d ,  " L e i f ,  d o n ' t  f o r g e t
Jesus." I  f e l t  e m b a r r a s s e d .  " J e s u s , "  I
mumbled t o  m y s e l f ,  " t h a t ' s  o n l y  f o r  o l d
women a n d  i n v a l i d s . "

I w a s  t a k e n  t o  Ges tapo  Headquar te rs  f o r
i n te r roga t i on .  T h e n  I  w a s  l o c k e d  i n
s o l i t a r y  c o n f i n e m e n t  w h e r e  I  w a s  s t r i c t l y
guarded f o r  s e v e r a l  months.

I s u d d e n l y  f o u n d  m y s e l f  i n  a  w o r l d  o f
e v i l  t h a t  I  h a d  n e v e r  b e l i e v e d  p o s s i b l e .  I
experienced humans w h o  behaved a s  b e a s t s .
I  h a d  b e e n  r o b b e d  o f  e v e r y t h i n g :  f r e e d o m ,
home a n d  f a m i l y ,  f r i e n d s  a n d  e v e r y t h i n g  I
possessed. I n  o t h e r  w o r d s ,  I  w a s  u t t e r l y
alone, d e s t i t u t e ,  b e t r a y e d  a n d  f o r s a k e n ,
Just su r rounded  b y  f o u r  b r i c k  w a l l s .  T h e r e
were n o  books  i n  t h e  c e l l ,  n o  p e n c i l ,  n o t
a b i t  o f  paper.

T h e y  t o l d  m e  I ' d  b e  e x e c u t e d

A f t e r  a b o u t  t h r e e  months  h a d  passed  o n e
o f  t h e  Ges tapo  c h i e f s  came  i n t o  t h e  c e l l
and t o l d  me I  w o u l d  b e  executed.  " B u t  y o u r
case h a s  t o  g o  t h r o u g h  t h e  P o l i c e  C o u r t
f i r s t , "  h e  a d d e d .  I  w a s  f a c e d  w i t h  t h e
r e a l i t y  t h a t  I  w a s  g o i n g  t o  l o s e  t h e  l a s t
th ing  I  possessed: m y  l i f e .  A t  t h a t  moment
o f  p a i n f u l  r e a l i s a t i o n  e v e r y t h i n g  i n  m e
cr ied  o u t  t o  l i v e .  I n  t h o s e  d a y s  o f  r o c k -
bottom r e a l i t y ,  I  l e a r n e d  t h a t  n o  da rkness
o f  man-made h e l l  c a n  p r e v e n t  t h e  h a n d  o f
God -  t h e  God I  h a d  d e n i e d  -  f r o m  b r e a k -
ing t h r o u g h .  I  e x p e r i e n c e d  a  d i v i n e  f o r c e
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t ranscending m y  p h y s i c a l  e x i s t e n c e  a n d
i n t e l l e c t u a l  unders tand ing .

One d a y  a s  I  was  p a c i n g  a round  t h e  c e l l ,
I  w a s  r e m i n d e d  o f  t h e  t i m e s  I  w e n t  t o
church w i t h  m y  p a r e n t s .  I  s e l d o m  l i s t e n e d
to t h e  s e r m o n s ,  b u t  o n e  t h i n g  a l w a y s
touched m e  a n d  t h a t  w a s  t h e  commun ion
serv ice.  S o  a s  I  w a l k e d  i n  t h e  c e l l  I
s t a r t e d  t o  s i n g ,  a s  o u r  p a s t o r  a l w a y s
sang, " I n  t h e  s a m e  n i g h t  a s  H e  w a s
betrayed, H e  t o o k  b r e a d  a n d ,  w h e n  H e  h a d
given thanks ,  He  b rake  i t  . . .  . "

As I  s a n g ,  s u d d e n l y  I  r e a l i z e d  w h a t
Jesus h a d  g o n e  t h r o u g h .  I  expe r ienced  H i m
in a  n e w  r e a l i t y .  H e  h a d  b e e n  b e t r a y e d ,
and I  h a d  b e e n  b e t r a y e d .  H e  h a d  b e e n
t o r t u r e d  a n d  I  h a d  b e e n  t o r t u r e d .  H e  h a d
been c r u c i f i e d ,  a n d  I  -was  g o i n g  t o  b e
executed. I t  w a s  a s  i f  C h r i s t  w e r e
phys i ca l l y  w a l k i n g  b e s i d e  me  s a y i n g :  " D o n ' t
be a f r a i d ,  L e i f .  I  h a v e  b e e n  t h r o u g h  a l l
t h i s  f o r  y o u .  I  a m  w i t h  y o u .  I  a m  t h e
conqueror. F o l l o w  m e . "  T h e  f e a r  t h a t  h a d
gr ipped m e  d isappeared ,  t h e  sadness  o f  m y
heart  t u r n e d  t o  J o y  a n d  I  k n e w  t h a t
ne i t he r  Ges tapo  n o r  t h e  f e a r  o f  e x e c u t i o n
any l o n g e r  h a d  p o w e r  o v e r  me.  I  w a s  f r e e
inside. A n d  w i t h  t h a t  i n n e r  c e r t a i n t y  I
kne l t  d o w n  a n d  p r a y e d :  " W h a t e v e r  b e  Yo u r
w i l l  God,  l e t  t h a t  come  t o  p a s s .  B u t  i f  I

rook.
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may l i v e  a n d  e v e n  b e  f r e e  o n c e  a g a i n ,  I
g ive Yo u  t h e  w h o l e  o f  m y  l i f e  t o  u s e  a s
you see  b e s t . "

Was I  s a v e d  f o r  a  p u r p o s e ?

For some r e a s o n  t h e  d e a t h  s e n t e n c e  w a s
never c a r r i e d  o u t .  S o  G o d  g a v e  m e  t h e
p r i v i l e g e  o f  l i v i n g .  I  h a d  t o  a s k  m y s e l f :
was I  s a v e d  f o r  a  p u r p o s e ?  I  w a s
t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  a  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  c a m p  a n d
a l loca ted t o  a  r o o m  w i t h  1 2  o t h e r
pr isoners.  M o s t  o f  t h e m  w e r e  t o u g h
i n t e l l e c t u a l s  and  conv inced  communists.

One d a y  I  g o t  t o  k n o w  a  C h r i s t i a n
student  i n  t h e  c a m p  a n d  w e  became v e r y
close f r i e n d s .  H i s  n a m e  w a s  O l a f .  W e
s t r o l l e d  a r o u n d  t h e  c a m p  t a l k i n g  o f  o u r
s tud ies  a n d  w h a t  w e  w o u l d  d o  when w e  g o t
home. W e  s h a r e d  o u r  h o p e s  a n d  l o n g i n g s ,

amour j o y s  a n d  e x p e c t a t i o n s ,  o u r  t r o u b l e s
and u n c e r t a i n t i e s .  O n e  m o r n i n g  i t  a l l  came
to a n  e n d .  O l a f  a n d  f o u r  o f  h i s  f r i e n d s
had been  t a k e n  t o  t h e  P o l i c e  C o u r t  i n  O s l o
and b e e n  c o n d e m n e d  t o  d e a t h .  I n  t h e
af ternoon t h e y  w e r e  b a c k  i n  t h e
concent ra t ion  c a m p  a n d  p u t  i n  t h e  d e a t h
ce l l .  T h e  news sp read  f a s t .

Before t h e  e v e n i n g  r o l l - c a l l  I  w a l k e d
under t h e  w i n d o w  o f  t h e  c e l l  w h e r e  O l a f
and h i s  f r i e n d s  we re .  I  w a n t e d  s o  much t o
show s o l i d a r i t y  w i t h  t h e m .  M a n y  o f  t h e
other  p r i s o n e r s  w e r e  s t a n d i n g  a r o u n d
wa i t i ng  f o r  r o l l - c a l l  a n d  among t h e m  w e r e
some o f  m y  r a d i c a l  f r i e n d s ,  w i t h  whom I
espec ia l l y  w a n t e d  t o  b e  i n  g o o d  s t a n d i n g .
I  nodded t o  them.

r
Then I  s a w  O l a f  a t  t h e  window.  H i s  hands

were g r a s p i n g  t h e  i r o n  b a r s  a n d  h e  h a d
pul led h i m s e l f  u p  s o  t h a t  h e  c o u l d  s e e
out. H i s  e y e s  shone a n d  h i s  g l a n c e  t o o k  u s
a l l  i n .  T h e n  h e  s a w  m e  a n d  c a l l e d  i n  a
s t rong c l e a r  v o i c e :  " T h a n k s  f o r  y o u r
comradeship, L e i f .  N e v e r  g i v e  u p  t h e  f i g h t
f o r  C h r i s t . "

I  g l a n c e d  a t  t h e  o t h e r s  s t a n d i n g  a r o u n d
me, a n d  k e p t  q u i e t .  I  d i d n ' t  a n s w e r  O l a f .

When r o l l - c a l l  was  o v e r  and  I  wen t  b a c k  t o
the h u t ,  I  t h o u g h t  a b o u t  t h e  w a y  P e t e r  i n
the B i b l e  d e n i e d  t h a t  h e  k n e w  J e s u s .  I
went t o  t h e  b a t h r o o m  -  t h e  o n l y  p l a c e
where I  c o u l d  b e  a l o n e  -  a n d  w e p t .  T h e n  I
f e l t  a s  i f  C h r i s t  w a s  t o u c h i n g  m e  a n d
saying: " D o n ' t  b e  d i s t r e s s e d .  S t a n d  u p  a n d
fo l l ow  Me."

That same  n i g h t  t h e  condemned men w e r e
taken a w a y.  I n  t h e  m o r n i n g  w e  h e a r d  t h a t
before t h e y  w e r e  e x e c u t e d  O l a f  h a d  r e a d
aloud f r o m  t h e  N e w  Te s t a m e n t :  " W h o  c a n
separate u s  f r o m  t h e  l o v e  o f  C h r i s t ?  Can
t roub le ,  p a i n  o r  p e r s e c u t i o n ?  C a n  l a c k  o f
c lo thes a n d  f o o d ,  d a n g e r  t o  l i f e  a n d  l i m b ,
the t h r e a t  o f  f o r c e  o f  a r m s ?  N o ,  I  h a v e
become a b s o l u t e l y  c o n v i n c e d  t h a t  n e i t h e r
death n o r  l i f e . . . n o r  a n y t h i n g  e l s e  i n  God 's
whole w o r l d  h a s  a n y  p o w e r  t o  s e p a r a t e  u s
from t h e  l o v e  o f  God i n  C h r i s t  J e s u s  o u r
Lord."

N o t  s u c c e s s  o r  f a i l u r e

I d e c i d e d  a t  t h a t  t i m e  n e v e r  a g a i n  t o
deny t h e  t r u t h  o f  C h r i s t  a n d  t o  f o l l o w  Him
regard less  o f  m y  many shor tcomings .  A n d  I
have l e a r n e d  t h a t  t o  f o l l o w  H i m  i s  n o t  a
quest ion o f  s u c c e s s  o r  f a i l u r e ,  b u t  a
quest ion o f  g r a c e  a n d  commitment.. M o t h e r
Teresa o n c e  s a i d  t h a t  "God  h a s  n o t  c a l l e d
me t o  b e  s u c c e s s f u l ,  God h a s  c a l l e d  me t o
be f a i t h f u l . "

We l i v e  i n  a  t i m e  o f  h i s t o r y  w i t h  g r e a t
uncer ta in t i es ,  w i t h upheavals a n d
s u f f e r i n g ,  w i t h  w a n t  a n d  i n j u s t i c e .  T h e
world i s  i n  t h e  m e l t i n g  p o t .  B u t  o n e
supreme t a s k  s t a n d s  o u t  f o r  w h i c h  w e  w i l l
be m a d e  r e s p o n s i b l e .  T o  f o l l o w  H i m ,  a n d
through H i m  a n d  b y  H i m  t o  s a v e  a
crumbl ing c i v i l i s a t i o n .  O r  i f  i t  s h o u l d
crumble, t o  s o w  t h e  s e e d s  w h i c h  G o d  c a n
br ing  t o  f r u i t l o n ,  i n  H i s  w a y  a n d  a t  H i s
time.

Thus t h e  r o l l - c a l l  t h a t  s o u n d e d  a b o u t
2000 y e a r s  a g o  i s  a s  r e l e v a n t  t o d a y :  "Then
Jesus c a l l e d  h i s  d i s c i p l e s  a n d  t h e  p e o p l e
around h im,  a n d  h e  s a i d  t o  them, ' I f  anyone
wants t o  f o l l o w  i n  m y  f o o t s t e p s ,  h e  m u s t
g ive u p  a l l  r i g h t  t o  h i m s e l f ,  t a k e  u p  h i s
cross and  f o l l o w  Me. ' "
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PARTIES FILLED ME
WITH PANIC

I  COME FROM A N  INSECURE, r o o t l e s s  b a c k -
ground. M y  m o t h e r  i s  B r a z i l i a n ,  o f  I t a l i a n
ex t rac t ion ,  a n d  m y  f a t h e r  i s  E n g l i s h .  H e
was a  d i p l o m a t  s o  I  g r e w  u p  i n  a n
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  w o r l d .  W e ' d  s p e n d  t w o  o r
three y e a r s  i n  o n e  c o u n t r y  a n d  t h e n  move
on t o  a n o t h e r  -  o f t e n  a  t r a u m a t i c
upheaval. I  f e l t  t h e  p a i n  o f  n o t  k n o w i n g
where I  b e l o n g e d ,  a n d  o f  c o n s t a n t l y
seeming t o  l o s e  my f r i e n d s .

I became a  s e l f - c o n s c i o u s  a n d  s h y  s o r t
of  p e r s o n .  I  a v o i d e d  s o c i a l  engagemen ts
l i ke  t h e  p l a g u e .  P a r t i e s  f i l l e d  m e  w i t h
panic.

Sent t o  b o a r d i n g  s c h o o l  i n  m y  t e e n s ,  I
experienced t e r r i f y i n g  l o n e l i n e s s .  W h a t
hur t  m e  m o s t  w a s  n o t  b e i n g  c a l l e d  ' w e i r d o '
or ' zomb ie ' ,  b u t  ' f o r e i g n e r '  o r  ' s p a g h e t t i -
gobbler ' .  I  f e l t  d e e p l y  r e j e c t e d ,  a n d
re t rea ted  e v e n  m o r e  i n t o  m y s e l f .  I  f e l t
angry a n d  b i t t e r .  I  h a d  a l w a y s  t r i e d  t o
hang o n t o  t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  E n g l a n d  a s  m y
home. T h e s e  p e o p l e  w h o  w e r e  m a k i n g  m e
fee l  i n f e r i o r  r e p r e s e n t e d  f o r  m e  a l l
Engl ish peop le .  A s  w e l l  a s  h a t i n g  t hem,  I
s t a r t e d  h a t i n g  m y  p a r e n t s .  I  b l amed  t h e m
f o r  p roduc ing  me.

I  w a s  d e s p e r a t e  f o r  l o v e .  I  w a s  u s i n g
hate . t o  d e f e n d  m y s e l f  a g a i n s t  t h e  f e e l i n g
o f  b e i n g  un loved .  T o  t r y  a n d  c o u n t e r  m y
lone l iness I  s u r r o u n d e d  m y s e l f  w i t h
ma te r i a l  possessions.

Later  o n ,  w h e n  I  w a s  i n  A r g e n t i n a ,  I
began t o  r e a d  t h e  B i b l e  a n d  o t h e r  b o o k s
about f a i t h .  T r u t h  a f t e r  t r u t h  made g o o d
sense. " L o o k  a t  t h e  b i r d s  o f  t h e  a i r ;  t h e y
ne i t he r  s o w  n o r  r e a p . . . a n d  y e t  y o u r
heavenly f a t h e r  f e e d s  them.  A r e  y o u  n o t  o f
more v a l u e  t h a n  t h e y ? "

I d i d n ' t  a t  t h a t  t i m e  k n o w  t h a t  J e s u s
was a t  w o r k  i n  my  l i f e .  I t  w a s  o n l y  when I
re turned t o  England t h a t  I  made a  p e r s o n a l
act o f  s u r r e n d e r  t o  Him. F rom t h a t  m o m e n t . ,
on I  h a v e  expe r i enced  t h a t  G o d  i s  h o l d i n g
me b y  t h e  hand,  i n  s p i t e  o f  m y  many t i m e s
of  back - s l i d i n g  and  apa thy.

H e l d  b y  t h e  h a n d

I'm b e g i n n i n g  t o  r e a l i s e  t h a t  m y
indeed o u r  -  t r u e  i d e n t i t y  i s  r e a l l y  t o  b e
found i n  God .  W h e n  w e  m e e t  h i m  o n  t h e
o ther  s i d e  o f  d e a t h ' s  d o o r,  He  w i l l  n o t  a s k
i f  w e  succeeded i n  b e i n g  g o o d  Eng l i shmen
(or w h a t e v e r )  b u t  w h e t h e r  w e  t r u l y  l o v e d
or n o t .

In t h e  p e r s o n  o f  J e s u s  I  h a v e  f o r g i v e n
a l l  t h o s e  w h o  h a v e  h u r t  m e .  B u t  t h e
res idue o f  h u r t f u l  memor ies s t i l l  makes me
react  n e g a t i v e l y  t o  m a n y  s i t u a t i o n s .  G o d
uses t i m e  t o  hea l .

In a  t i m e  o f  h o n e s t  s h a r i n g ,  I  w a s  a b l e
(mirac le o f  m i r a c l e s ! )  t o  a s k  my  p a r e n t s  t o
f o rg i ve  m e  f o r  h a t i n g  them.  T h i s  t h e y  d i d
w i th  g r e a t  s p o n t a n e i t y .  I  h a v e  a l s o
fo rg iven  a l l  E n g l i s h  p e o p l e  f r o m  m y  h e a r t ,
so t h a t  I  w i l l  mo re  a n d  more  g e t  r o u n d  t o
saying 'we '  i n s t e a d  o f  ' t h e y ' .

God b y  H i s  g r a c e  h a s  l e d  m e  f r o m  t h e
edge o f  s u i c i d e  t o  t t  p o i n t  o f  b e i n g
w i l l i n g  t o  f i g h t  u n d e r  H i s  banner.  T i m e  a n d
again I  a m  l e d  t o  t h e  j o y f u l  t r u t h  t h a t
"what y o u  a r e  i s  p u r e  g i f t  f r o m  God".  T o
grow i n  t h e  k n o w l e d g e  t h a t  e v e r y  g o o d
th ing  comes f r o m  God i s  t o  e n t e r  more  a n d
more " i n t o  t h e  g l o r i o u s  l i b e r t y  o f  t h e
ch i ld ren  o f  God".

Ronnie Carless
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TO GO FOR A  STROLL o n  t h e  Ku'damm ( t h e
'Oxford S t r e e t '  o f  W e s t  B e r l i n )  -  j u s t
because y o u ' r e  i n  t h e  mood. N o t  t o  h a v e  t o
ask anybody 's  pe rmiss ion :  n e i t h e r  p a r t y  n o r
state.  A  m a r v e l l o u s  f e e l i n g !

I'm a n  e m i g r a n t  f r o m  E a s t  Germany.  I
came t o  t h e  W e s t  i n  A p r i l  1 9 8 9  w i t h  m y
husband. W e  h a d  t o  f i g h t  h a r d  f o r  o u r
emigra t ion  f o r  f i v e  y e a r s ,  w h i l s t  b e i n g
t rea ted  l i k e  p u b l i c  e n e m i e s .  T h e  p a r t y
func t i ona ry  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  o u r  c a s e  s a i d :
"One d a y  y o u  w i l l  r e a l i s e  t h a t  I  a c t e d
r i g h t  b y  r e f u s i n g  y o u r  e m i g r a t i o n .  M a y b e
not f o r  a n o t h e r  1 0  o r  2 0  y e a r s ,  b u t  w e ' v e
got t i m e .  T h e n  y o u  w i l l  r e a l i s e  t h a t  t h i s
is  t h e  r i g h t  p l a c e  f o r  y o u .  Look ,  I ' m  r i g h t
and y o u ' r e  wrong. "

a l l y,  e c o n o m i c a l l y  a n d  m o r a l l y .  N o w  p a t -
ience h a s  r u n  o u t ,  a n d  i t  i s  t i m e  f o r  new
ideas.

The S E D  c o n s i s t s  m o s t l y  o f  ' f e l l o w -
t r a v e l l e r s ' :  p e o p l e  w h o  o n c e  i n  t h e i r  l i f e
were b lackma i l ed  i n t o  t a k i n g  u p  membership
fo r  f i n a n c i a l  a n d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  g a i n .  T h e
SED f u n c t i o n a r i e s  h a v e  t o  a s k  t h e m s e l v e s
whether t h e y  s h o u l d  g o  o n  f o l l o w i n g  t h e i r
communist i d e a s  o r  w h e t h e r  t h e y  s h o u l d
serve t h e  p e o p l e .  I  w a s  a n  e n t h u s i a s t i c
Marx is t  m y s e l f  u n t i l  I  came t o  t h e  p a i n f u l
conclusion t h a t  c o m m u n i s m  i s  n o t  t h e
sa l va t i on  o f  man.  T h e n  God,  i n  H i s  g r a c e ,
gave m e  a  f i r m  b e l i e f  i n  H i s  S o n  J e s u s
Chr is t .  I  b e l i e v e  t h a t  whoever  searches  f o r
t r u t h  who lehea r ted l y  w i l l  f i n d  i t .

-CROSSING THE WALL
by Flnnett Kleischmantat

These a r e  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  a n  unbe l i evab le
concent ra t ion  o f  p o w e r  i n  o n e  p a r t y .  T o
whom c a n  y o u  comp la in  when e v e r y t h i n g  a n d
everybody i s  c o n t r o l l e d  b y  t h e  SED [ t h e
Party)? Can y o u  i m a g i n e  h o w  m i s e r a b l e  a n d
Ams•lpless one  f e e l s ?

The W a l l  h a s  b e e n  o p e n e d

I a m  v e r y  p r o u d  o f  m y  c o u n t r y m e n .
They've a c h i e v e d  s o m e t h i n g  i n c r e d i b l e :  t h e
Wall h a s  b e e n  opened b y  them.  O n e  h a s  t o
be v e r y  c l e a r :  t h e  p e o p l e  h a v e  ' f o u g h t '  t o
get t h i s  ' c o n c e s s i o n '  f r o m  t h e  SED. T h e
people a n d  t h e  SED a r e  t w o  ' v e r y  d i f f e r e n t
pa i rs  o f  shoes ' .

The SED h a d  t h e  chance t o  p u t  i t s  i d e a s
in to  p r a c t i c e  f o r  4 0  y e a r s  w i t h o u t  a n y
p o l i t i c a l  o p p o s i t i o n . .  But i t  f a i l e d  p o l i t i c -

Those i n  t h e  f r e e  w o r l d  h a v e  t h e
p r i v i l e g e  o f  b e i n g  b r o u g h t  u p  i n  a
democrat ic s o c i e t y .  B e  g r a t e f u l  f o r  t h a t .
You've b e e n  s a v e d  f r o m  m a n y  t r o u b l e s .  M y
husband a n d  I  f e e l  g l a d  t o  l i v e  i n  W e s t
Germany, a l t h o u g h  w e  f e e l  h o m e s i c k
sometimes. I t  h u r t s  t o  m e e t  p e o p l e  i n  t h e
West w h o  d o n ' t  h a v e  o n e  g o o d  w o r d  t o  s a y
fo r  t h e i r  s t a t e  a n d  d o n ' t  e v e n  c o n s i d e r
what a  g r e a t  advan tage  i t  i s  t o  b e  a b l e  t o
u t t e r  t h e i r  o p i n i o n s  f r e e l y  w i t h o u t  a n y
fear  o f  t h e  consequences .  I n  W e s t e r n
Europe e v e r y o n e  h a s  t h e  r i g h t  t o  b e
c r i t i c a l .  B u t  h u m a n  s e l f i s h n e s s  c r e a t e s
problems h e r e  a s  w e l l .  We f r o m  Eas t  Europe
have n o  p a t e n t  o n  t h e  t r u t h ,  b u t  w e  know
from o u r  o w n  b i t t e r  expe r i ence  how t h i n g s
don't work .

"Mater ia l ism h e l d  i n  common b y  E a s t  a n d  W e s t  i s  m o r e  dange rous  f o r  t h e
f u t u r e  t h a n  t h e  i s s u e s  wh i ch  d i v i d e  u s . "  ( S o l z h e n i t s y n )

"The m o r e  o n e  t a k e s  t o  v i o l e n c e  t h e  m o r e  o n e  r e c e d e s  f r o m  t r u t h .  F o r  i n
f i g h t i n g  t h e  imag ined  enemy w i t h o u t ,  o n e  n e g l e c t s  t h e  enemy w i t h i n . "  (Gandhi )
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MUGGER'S STORY
PATRICK O'KANE I S  A  BRICK-LAYER f r o m  a
Northern I r e l a n d  C a t h o l i c  f a m i l y .  F o r
several y e a r s  w h e n  h e  w a s  young,  t h e r e
were seventeen ch i ld ren  i n  h i s  home -  f i v e
of them h i s  cousins. A t  1 9  P a t r i c k  went t o
Australia i n  s e a r c h  o f  " f u n  a n d
excitement." W a n t i n g  t o  e x p e r i e n c e  t h e
good t h i n g s  o f  l i f e ,  h e  headed f o r  t h e
night c l u b s .  H e  f o u n d  t h e  d r i n k i n g  a n d
gambling a t t r a c t i v e ,  b u t  " a t  a  d e e p e r
level there  was something missing."

His f i r s t  r e a c t i o n  was  t o  d r i n k  and p l a y
harder. W h e n  t h r e e  o f  h i s  f r i e n d s  w e r e
sent t o  j a i l  f o r  t w o  y e a r s  f o r  mugging a
man, i t  w a s  a  shock  a n d  a  t u r n i n g  p o i n t
for P a t r i c k .  H e  b e g a n  t o  l o o k  w i t h i n
himself, a n d  t o  r e a l i s e  t h a t  "money a n d
drink couldn' t  s a t i s f y  t h a t  deeper  t h i n g  I
was r e a l l y  looking f o r. "

But h e  remained burdened b y  h i s  past .  " I
knew t h e r e  was  a  God and  I  was  beginning
to r e a l i s e  t h e r e  w a s  a  r e a s o n  f o r  m y
existence b u t  somehow I  couldn't  t h r o w  o f f
the shackles."

Returning t o  England,  h e  f o u n d  h i m s e l f
working on  a  bu i ld ing  s i t e  alongside a  man
who .had done many t h i n g s  h e  w a s  ashamed
of i n  l i f e ,  b u t  w h o  h a d  s t a r t e d  t o  f i n d
something n e w.  " I f  h e  c a n  s t a r t  a g a i n , "
thought Patr ick ,  "so can I . "

M u g g i n g  i n c i d e n t

HO s t a r t e d  t o  t r y  and  p u t  r i g h t  some o f
the wrongs o f  h i s  own pas t .  H e  p a i d  money
to a  bank  f o r  a  p l a t e  g l a s s  window which
he h a d  smashed i n  a  d r u n k e n  r a g e .  H e
returned $275  income t a x  t o  t h e  Aust ra l ian
government w h i c h  h e  h a d  a v o i d e d  p a y i n g .
After much t i m e  and e f f o r t  h e  g o t  i n  touch
with t h e  Melbourne p o l i c e  t o  a d m i t  h i s
part i n  t h e  e a r l i e r  m u g g i n g  i n c i d e n t .
Finally, a n d  t h i s  w a s  h a r d e s t  o f  a l l ,  h e
had a n  h o n e s t  t a l k  w i t h  h i s  f a t h e r .
"Somehow w e  managed t o  t a l k  a b o u t  t h e
deeper t h i n g s  a n d  I  s h a r e d  w i t h  h i m  t h e
things I  was most ashamed about. He opened

his h e a r t  t o  m e  a n d  s t a r t e d  t o  s h a r e
things w h i c h  happened i n  h i s  o w n  l i f e .
What w e  c a l l  t h e  g e n e r a t i o n  g a p  w a s
bridged -  and i t  was honesty t h a t  d i d  i t . "

Putting t h e s e  t h i n g s  r i g h t  " l i f t e d  a
great burden o f f  my l i f e . "  He rea l i sed  t h a t
God h a d  t o  d e a l  w i t h  t h e  r u b b i s h  i n  h i s
l i f e  b e f o r e  He  could  show h im h i s  t a s k  i n
l i fe .  H e  b e g a n  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  t r u e
satisfact ion h e  longed  f o r  c o u l d  o n l y  b e
found b y  d i s c o v e r i n g  someth ing  b i g g e r  t h a n
h imse l f  t o  l i v e  f o r .  A n d  h e  f o u n d  t h a t  h e
now h a d  s o m e t h i n g  t o  o f f e r  o t h e r  p e o p l e .
"My s i n s . . . o p e n e d  p e o p l e  t o  w h a t  I  w a s
t r y i n g  t o  s a y  more  t h a n  a n y  o f  my  v i r t u e s .
My s i m p l e  message  h a s  a l w a y s  b e e n ,  ' y o u
can s t a r t  a g a i n . " '

B o t t l e d —up F r u s t r a t i o n s

But t h e n  " t h i n g s  s t a r t e d  t o  s t i r  i n  m y
guts  -  b o t t l e d  u p  f r u s t r a t i o n s  w h i c h  I
could n e v e r  f a thom, "  t h i n g s  r e l a t i n g  t o  h i s
working c l a s s  a n d  N o r t h e r n  I r e l a n d  C a t h o l i c
background. T h e y  w e r e  o f t e n  n e g a t i v e
fee l ings,  a n d  h e  t r i e d  t o  s u p p r e s s  t h e m .
"The o n l y  w a y  I  c o u l d  h a n d l e  t h e s e
fee l ings  w a s  t o  o f f e r  t h e m  u p  t o  God.... I
thought H e  w o u l d  t a k e  t h e m  a w a y  f r o m  me,
but I  r e a l i s e d  He  w a s  h e l p i n g  me n o t  o n l y
to b e  f r e e  o f  t h e  i n t e n s i t y  o f  t h e s e
fee l ings,  b u t  t o  s h o w  t h a t  H e  u n d e r s t o o d
them, a n d  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  p o w e r  i n  t h e s e
fee l i ngs  w h i c h  h e  w a n t e d  t o  u s e ,  s o  l o n g
as t h e y  c o u l d  b e  p u r i f i e d . "

Through a l l  t h i s ,  P a t r i c k  came t o  b e l i e v e
that  G o d  h a s  a  p l a n  f o r  t h e  h e a l i n g  o f
nat ions  a s  w e l l  a s  o f  i n d i v i d u a l s .  He  had  a
sense t h a t  G o d  w a s  t e l l i n g  h i m  t h a t  h e
could b e  p a r t  o f  t h i s  h e a l i n g  process .
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ACTING 1111111Y
THE FINKS

by Philip Tyndale-Biscoe
AN ACTOR WEARS A  MASK. L i k e  everyone  e l s e .
Except t h a t  h e  d o e s  i t  i n  f r o n t  o f  a n
audience. A n d  somet imes even  g e t s  p a i d  f o r
i t .  T h e  mask h e  wea rs  o n  s t a g e  o r  i n  f r o n t
of t h e  c a m e r a  i s  u s u a l l y  d e s i g n e d  b y
somebody e l s e ,  b u t  unde rnea th  h e  wears  h i s
own mask -  l i k e  anyone e l s e .

Which m a k e s  u s  a l l  a c t c r s  o n e  w a y  o r
another.

Some a c t o r s ,  o f  b o t h  k i n d s ,  c o l l e c t  s o
wany d i f f e r e n t  masks  o v e r  a  l i f e t i m e  t h a t
they g e t  a  b i t  d o t t y .  O t h e r s  g e t  s o
attached t o  a  p a r t i c u l a r  m a s k  t h a t  t h e y ' d
die i f  i t  w a s  t a k e n  away  f r o m  them.  E i t h e r
way, t h e y  l o s e  s i g h t  o f  t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  f a c e
and e n d  u p  l i k e  o n e  o f  t h o s e  d r i e d  u p
empty s h e l l s  o n e  f i n d s  o n  a  beach.  H o l l o w
and cha rac te r l ess .

A p e e p  a t  t h e  r e a l  p e r s o n

The t y p e  o f  t h e a t r e  t h i s  ' a c t o r '  (me ! )  i s
in te res ted  i n  i s  t h e  t y p e  t h a t  g e t s  p e o p l e
to l i f t  u p  a  c o r n e r  o f  t h e  mask  t h e y  a r e
wearing and  t a k e  a  peep  a t  t h e  r e a l  pe rson
underneath. E v e n  t o  p e e l  t h e  m a s k  o f f
a l t oge the r  a n d  b e g i n  t o  f i n d  t h e  j o y  a n d
f u l f i l m e n t  o f  b e i n g  t h e  c r e a t u r e  t h a t  God
'-eated them t o  be.

There's n o t h i n g  n e w  i n  t h i s .  C l o w n s  a n d
comedians h a v e  b e e n  d o i n g  i t  f o r
centur ies.  L a u g h t e r  i s  t h e  s h o u t  o f  s e l f -
recogni t ion,  a n d  a l l  t h a t .

But t h a t  i s  o n l y  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  t r u e
development. T h e  s e c o n d  t y p e  o f  t h e a t r e
that  t h i s  a c t o r  i s  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  i s  t o  g i v e
s t rong  i n d i c a t i o n s ,  o r  h i n t s ,  a s  t o  h o w
that  deve lopment  m i g h t  t a k e  p l a c e  a n d  i n
what d i r e c t i o n .

At t h i s  p o i n t  o n e  m a y  d e p a r t  a  l i t t l e
from t r a d i t i o n a l  c o n c e p t s  o f  t h e a t r e  t o
in t roduce i d e a s  o f  ' h o n e s t y '  a n d  e v e n
'wi tness '  a s  t o o l s  o f  c o m m u n i c a t i o n .
"Unar t i s t i c ! " ,  o n e  h e a r s  s o m e o n e  mumb le .
"Blasphemy!"

A c a n d i d  l o o k

Not s o  n e c e s s a r i l y .  T h i s  w r i t e r ' s  l i f e
changed c o u r s e  t h r o u g h  w i t n e s s i n g  s i x t y
young I n d i a n s  p r e s e n t  o n  s t a g e  a  c a n d i d
look a t  t h e i r  n a t i o n  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  d e e p
honesty a b o u t  t hemse l ves ,  t h e i r  h o p e s  a n d
fears. I t  w a s  c o n v i n c i n g ,  c h a l l e n g i n g  a n d
a r t i s t i c ,  b o t h  mov ing  and  humorous. I t  d r e w
the w r i t e r  t o  I n d i a  where  h e  s p e n t  f o u r  o f
the m o s t  f a s c i n a t i n g  and  ' deve lop ing '  y e a r s
of  h i s  l i f e .

So l o n g  a s  t h o s e  m a s k s  w o r n  o n  s t a g e
can h e l p  o t h e r s  g e t  r i d  o f  t h e i r s  a n d  b e
ins t rumenta l  i n  t h a t  d e v e l o p m e n t  p r o c e s s
fo r  mankind,  t h i s  a c t o r  w i l l  hang  o n t o  h i s
make-up k i t  a n d  r i s k  t h e  r i d i c u l e  o f  a n y
c r i t i c .

Philip Tyndale-Biscoe and his  wile, Swedish actress
Vendela LOfgren, a re  touring Britain with 'Let's Talk
Turkey' -  their play about honesty in relationships,

MUGGER'S STORY continued:

You c a n ' t  escape  t h e  p a s t ,  h e  s a y s ,  t h e
chal lenge i s  w h a t  y o u  d o  w i t h  i t .  " Yo u  a r e
a p r o d u c t  o f  y o u r  p a s t  b u t  y o u  c h o o s e
whether y o u ' r e  g o i n g  t o  be  a  v i c t i m . "

Pat r ick  l i v e s  i n  C o v e n t r y  w i t h  h i s  w i f e
Margaret a n d  o n e - y e a r - o l d  s o n ,  D o u g l a s .
They a r e  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  t r a d e

union movement  ( P a t r i c k  w a n t s  t o  s e e  i t
refired i t s  m o r a l  a n d  s p i r i t u a l  r o o t s )  a n d
in h e l p i n g  t o  b u i l d  a  m u l t i - c u l t u r a l
soc iety.  " G o d  h a s  p l a c e d  t h i s  c i t y  o n  o u r
hear ts , "  s a y s  P a t r i c k .  " T h e  cha l l enge  i s  t o
balance y o u r  v i s i o n  f o r  a  c i t y  w i t h  i t s
r e a l i t y.  C i t i e s  a r e  l a b o r a t o r i e s .  W h a t  i s
created i n  o n e  c i t y  i s  v a l i d  f o r  t h e
world."

13



REBEL. FINNS 11 CAUSE
ALEC S M I T H  W E N T " O F F  T H E  R A I L S " .  H e
s ta r ted  t o  r e b e l  a g a i n s t  b e i n g  J u s t  t h e
son o f  t h e  Pr ime M i n i s t e r  o f  p r e - independ-
ent Zimbabwe.

" I  w e n t  t o  u n i v e r s i t y  i n  S o u t h  A f r i c a  t o
study l a w ,  b u t  s p e n t  m o s t  o f  m y  t i m e
breaking i t , "  h e  s a y s .  H e  d r a n k  a  g r e a t
deal a n d  t o o k  d r u g s .  F i n a l l y  h e  t u r n e d  u p
fo r  a n  exam dead  d r u n k  a n d  w r o t e  a  l e t t e r
to t h e  p r o f e s s o r  t e l l i n g  h i m  w h a t  a  s t u p i d
paper i t  w a s .  H e  w a s  sacked  f r o m  t h e  l a w
facu l t y.

A y e a r  i n  t h e  a r m y  d o i n g  n a t i o n a l
serv ice d i d  n o t  c u r e  h im,  b u t  i n c r e a s e d  h i s
hatred. H e  d r i f t e d  i n t o  h e a v y  d r u g - t a k i n g
and f a n t a s y.  H i s  o n l y  r e a l i t y  became t h e
next ' t r i p ' .  H e  h a d  a l r e a d y  l o s t  t o u c h  w i t h
h is  home a n d  p a r e n t s .  Then ,  t o  t h e i r  a c u t e
embarrassment, h e  w a s  c o n v i c t e d  f o r  d r u g -
running a n d  sen tenced  t o  a  heavy  f i n e .  B u t
i t  d i d  n o t  s o l v e  h i s  p e r s o n a l  p rob lems  o r
end h i s  d r u g - t a k i n g .  W h e n  h e  w a s  a t  h i s
lowest e b b  h e  u n d e r w e n t  a  d r a m a t i c
Chr is t ian  convers ion.

M a s t e r e d  t h e  d r u g  h a b i t

He h a d  many t h i n g s  t o  s o r t  o u t ,  b u t  h i s
new f r e e d o m  b u b b l e d  o v e r .  H e  f o u n d
s t reng th  t o  m a s t e r  t h e  d r u g  h a b i t  w h i c h
had h e l d  h i m  f o r  s i x  y e a r s .  H e  f e l t  l i k e
stopping peop le  i n  t h e  s t r e e t  t o  t e l l  t h e m
what h e  h a d  d i s c o v e r e d .  O n e  i m m e d i a t e
r e s u l t  w a s  t h a t  h e  w a s  r e c o n c i l e d  w i t h  h i s
parents.

At t h a t  p o i n t  h e  h a d  t o  t a k e  a  f u r t h e r
decis ion -  w h e t h e r  t o  k e e p  i t  a s  a
personal e x p e r i e n c e ,  o r  m o v e  o n  t o  t a k e
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  h i s  c o u n t r y .  " I  d i s c o v -
ered t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a  b i g  d i f f e r e n c e
between g i v i n g  m y  l i f e  t o  God s o  t h a t  m y
problems c a n  b e  s o r t e d  o u t  a n d  g i v i n g  m y
l i f e  t o  G o d  t o  w o r k  t o w a r d s  e s t a b l i s h i n g
His a u t h o r i t y  i n  t h e  power  s t r u c t u r e  o f  my
count ry. "

He c h o s e  t h e  l a t t e r  a n d  o r g a n i s e d  a n
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o n f e r e n c e  t o  f o s t e r
r e c o n c i l i a t i o n  b e t w e e n  b l a c k  a n d  w h i t e
leaders. O n e  p e r s o n  w h o  c a m e  w a s  A r t h u r
Kanodereka, a  n a t i o n a l i s t  a n d  g u e r i l l a

leader. H e a r i n g  A l e c  s p e a k  a s  a  y o u n g
whi te  pe rson  a b o u t  r epen tance  f o r  h i s  p a s t
se l f i shness ,  l e d  A r t h u r  t o  a  r a d i c a l  change
of  h e a r t  w h i c h  f r e e d  h i m  o f  b i t t e r n e s s .

' C a b i n e t  o f  c o n s c i e n c e '

The t w o  m e n  f o r m e d  a  p a r t n e r s h i p  a n d .
Joined b y  o t h e r s ,  c r e a t e d  a  ' c a b i n e t  o f
conscience' f o r  t h e i r  c o u n t r y  -  a  g r o u p  o f
black a n d  w h i t e  w h o  m e t  i n  t h e  f a i t h  t h a t
God h a d  a  p l a n  f o r  t h e  n e w  Z imbabwe.
Ar thu r  K a n o d e r e k a
assassinated a f t e r  a  c o u r a g e o u s  p e a c e
mission. H o w e v e r  t h e  w o r k  c a r r i e d  o n  b y
Alec a n d  h i s  f r i e n d s  p l a y e d  a  s i g n i f i c a n t
par t  i n  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  c h a n g e s  w h i c h
happened i n  h i s  c o u n t r y.

A f t e r  i n d e p e n d e n c e  i n  1 9 8 0  t h e r e
remained t h e  p r o b l e m  o f  i n t e g r a t i n g  t w o
g u e r i l l a  a r m i e s  a n d  t h e  w h i t e  a r m y  i n t o
one Zimbabwean a r m y.  A l e c  became a n  a r m y
chaplain i n  o r d e r  t o  b e  a b l e  t o  h e l p  w i t h
t h i s  p rocess .

His book ,  ' N o w  I  C a l l  H im  B r o t h e r ' ,  g i v e s
a v i v i d  a c c o u n t  o f  h o w  a  w a s t e d  l i f e  c a n
be t r a n s f o r m e d  a n d  u s e d  t o  a f f e c t  t h e
f u t u r e  o f  a  c o u n t r y.

was t r a g i c a l l '

"Our hopes  a r e  se ldom r e a l i s e d  b u t  i t  i s  o u r  p u r s u i t  o f  t h e m  t h a t  changes
the cou rse  o f  h i s t o r y. "  ( A r i s t o t l e )
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NO YOU MINT TO BEGIN?
AN OPERATION NEEDS T O  B E  PERFORMED o n
soc ie ty.  I f  a  s u r g e o n  i s  t o  o p e r a t e  o n  a
pat ien t ,  h e  m u s t  f i r s t  w a s h  h i s  h a n d s
thorough ly  -  o t h e r w i s e  h i s  p a t i e n t  m i g h t
die o f  i n f e c t i o n .

One c a u s e  o f  p r o b l e m s  i n  t h e  w o r l d  i s
that  m a n y  who  w a n t  change  h a v e  n o t  t a k e n
th i s  s t e p  o f  f i r s t  c l e a n i n g  u p  themse lves .
They a r e  t h e r e f o r e  i n f e c t i n g  s o c i e t y.  Some,
on t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  s p e n d  a l l  t h e i r  t i m e
t r y i n g  t o  c l e a n  t h e m s e l v e s  w h i l e  s o c i e t y
dies a round  them.

What i s  t h e  m o r a l  e q u i v a l e n t  o f  w a s h i n g
our hands?

ONE PRACTICAL SUGGESTION i s  t o  t a k e  f o u r
sheets o f  p a p e r  a n d  w r i t e  a t  t h e  t o p  o f
each o n e :  A b s o l u t e  Hones ty,  A b s o l u t e  Love ,
Absolute P u r i t y  and  A b s o l u t e  Unse l f i shness .
Then w r i t e  down t h e  s p e c i f i c  p l a c e s  w h e r e
you h a v e  f a l l e n  s h o r t  o f  t h e s e  s t a n d a r d s .

The s o r t  o f  t h i n g s  t o  l o o k  f o r  a re :

Absolute Honesty

Many o f  u s  a r e  c r i t i c a l  o f  d i s h o n e s t y  i n
others o r  t h e  government .  B u t  have  w e  t o l d
any l i e s ,  s t o l e n  a n y t h i n g ,  o r  c h e a t e d  i n
exams? H o w  many  t i m e s  d o  w e  t e l l  ' w h i t e
l i es '  a n d  k i d  o u r s e l v e s  i t  i s  f o r  t h e
bene f i t  o f  t h e  o t h e r  person?

Absolute Love

Things l i k e  r e s e n t m e n t ,  g o s s i p  a n d
c r i t i c i s m  b e h i n d  p e o p l e ' s  b a c k s  b u i l d  u p
a l l  s o r t s  o f  b a r r i e r s .  I t  i s  n o  g o o d
excusing o u r s e l v e s  b y  s a y i n g ,  " e v e r y b o d y
does i t " ,  o r  " I  c a n ' t  h e l p  i t " .  D o  I  o n l y
love t h e  p e o p l e  w h o  a r e  e a s y  t o  l o v e ,  o r
do I  a l s o  c a r e  f o r  t h o s e  whom  I  d o n ' t
n a t u r a l l y  r e l a t e  t o ?

Relat ionships w i t h  t h o s e  c l o s e s t  t o  u s
need p a r t i c u l a r l y  t o  b e  examined.  W h a t
about j e a l o u s y,  bossy -ness ,  a n d  competit ion
wi th  b r o t h e r s  a n d  s i s t e r s ?  W h a t  a b o u t
honesty w i t h  p a r e n t s ?

Absolute P u r i t y

We may n o t  f u l l y  unde rs tand  what  p u r i t y
means, b u t  w e  u s u a l l y  h a v e  a  p r e t t y  good
idea when w e  a r e  be ing impure. What d o  we
think about o r  l o o k  a t ?  Whom d o  w e  u s e  o r
exp lo i t  f o r  o u r  o w n  p l e a s u r e ?  A b s o l u t e
p u r i t y  c o n c e r n s  t h e  c r e a t i v e  p o w e r  t h a t
comes when w e  a r e  f r e e  f r o m  t h e s e  s o r t  o f
things.

Absolute Unselfishness

What r e a l l y  g u i d e s  u s ?  T h e  t h i n g s  I
want, o r  w h a t  n e e d s  t o  b e  done?  T h e  l o v e
of m o n e y,  t h i n g s  a n d  p o w e r ,  t h e  g o o d
opinion o f  o t h e r s ,  p r i v a t e  a m b i t i o n s ;  t h e s e
passions have a  v e r y  s t r o n g  p u l l  on  us .

There m a y  b e  s o m e  t h i n g s  y o u  a r e n ' t
clear o n  o r  can ' t  p u t  r i g h t ,  b u t  don ' t  l e t
that s t o p  y o u  dea l ing  w i t h  t h e  t h i n g s  you
are c l e a r  on and can pu t  r i g h t .

A SECOND SUGGESTION i s  t o  s e e k  G o d ' s
guidance -  o r  l i s t e n  t o  t h e  deepes t  t h i n g
in y o u r  h e a r t ,  i f  y o u  d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  i n  God.
You c a n  d o  t h i s  a t  a n y  t i m e  b u t  i t  i s
p a r t i c u l a r l y  h e l p f u l  t o  g e t  u p  e a r l i e r  i n
the m o r n i n g  a n d  s i t  q u i e t l y  l i s t e n i n g  t o
the d i r e c t i o n  w h i c h  c o m e s  f r o m  d e e p
inside. I t  m a y  b e  w h e r e  y o u  n e e d  t o
change, s o m e t h i n g  y o u  n e e d  t o  d o ,  o r  h o w
to h e l p  a  f r i e n d .

Those w h o  a l r e a d y  h a v e  a  f a i t h  o r
commitment t o  C h r i s t  may  f e e l  t h e  need  o f
the g r e a t e r  d e p t h  o f  commitment w h i c h  w i l l
come f r o m  f a c i n g  t h e  c h a l l e n g e  o u t l i n e d
above. B u t  t h e s e  b a s i c  s t e p s  c a n  b e  t a k e n
by anyone  who  w a n t s  t o  s e t  o u t  o n  a  more
e f f e c t i v e  d i r e c t i o n  i n  l i f e .
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T I R L E Y  G A R T H  i n  C h e s h i r e  i s  a  l a r g e
c o u n t r y  h o u s e  i n  s p a c i o u s  g r o u n d s
g i v e n  t o  t h e  w o r k  o f  M o r a l  R e -
A r m a m e n t .

T h e r e  w i l l  b e  a  w e e k  o f  w o r k  o f  w o r k
a n d  r e f l e c t i o n  f o r  y o u n g  p e o p l e :
4 - 1 2  A p r i l  1 9 9 0

CAUX i s  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o n f e r e n c e
c e n t r e  f o r  M o r a l  R e - A r m a m e n t  i n
S w i t z e r l a n d .

F r o m  J u l y  2 8  -  A u g u s t  5  1 9 9 0 ,  t h e r e
w i l l  b e  a  s e s s i o n  c r e a t e d  b y  y o u n g
p e o p l e  f o r  a l l  g e n e r a t i o n s ,  o n  t h e
t h e m e :  S H A P I N G  A  N E W  EUROPE

I f  y o u  w o u l d  l i k e  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  p l e a s e  w r i t e  t o  u s  a t :

T I R L E Y  GARTH,  TA R P O R L E Y,  C H E S H I R E ,  C W 6  O L Z
( Te l :  0 8 2 9  -  7 3  2 3 0 1 )

FREEWAY i s  a  m a g a z i n e  p u b l i s h e d  f i v e  t i m e s  a  y e a r ,  a t  a
c o s t  o f  £ 6 .  I f  y o u  a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  s u b s c r i b i n g ,  p l e a s e
w r i t e  t o  t h e  a d d r e s s  b e l o w .

P r i c e :  5 0  p e n c e

S u l k  r a t e s :

10 c o p i e s  f o r  £ 4
20 o r  m o r e :  2 5  p e n c e  e a c h

( p o s t a g e  e x t r a :  £ 1  p e r  1 0  c o p i e s  i n  t h e  U K )

F R E E W A Y ,  1 2  P A L A C E  S T R E E T

L O N D O N  S W 1 E  5 J - F


