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You are holding a new-born baby in your hands, We cannot
vouch for the beauty of this infant, nor can we make promises
about its future behaviour, but we can testify to the enthusiasn
and expectancy with which we are launching her into the wide

FREEWAY was conceived in August 1986 in Caux (Moral Re-
Armament's international conference centre in Switzerland), Ve
ware among 200-plus youn% people attending a Youth Forum which
exanined Some of the challangas of the comln% forty years, and
our part in meeting them, What emerged from the conference was
an expanding team from all over the world, who have made a
commitment fo turning the world Godwards, and who want to work
@ogether, Many of wus felt the need of gome kind of
international link, some medium of communication between us,
Out of this need FREEWAY was born,

It has two chief aims!
1) To exchange news of what we are each up to in our
various situations,
2) To provide a forum for deepening our understanding of
the world and of the task to which we have sat our hands,

We propose to run a number of regular features:

o BEHIND THE HEADLINES - taking a countrK in the naws, or a
topical issue, and exploring some of the angles which the
media may noi always touch on,

¢ [N FOCUS - an article which opens our hearts and minds to
something which we may not be thinking about,

¢ WHAT 18 MRAT - a feature which helps our understanding of
the idea of Moral Re-Armament,

v FREFARING FOR THE 21ST CENTURY - the issues which the
human race has to tackle as we head into the next era,

v JAKING ON AN AREA OF LIFE - people who have applied MRA
in a particular profession or area recount their
experiences, : :

v EAST-WEST COLUNN - an article which keaps before us the
ur%ent need to find the basis of a new relationship
between the comnunist and non-communist worlds (see
Cardinal Kén%g,ﬁyzge 8),

o THE STORY OF NORAL RE-ARMAMENT - an objective serial

account,
¢ THE BRIAN BODBRYER COLUNN - exploring the life of faith,

Not all these items are in the first issua, nor will thay
all feature in every subsequent one, But we intend to pursue
certain themes and lines of thought, We hope that the material
wa print will be of sufficient quality to provoke thought and
careful study, :

God preserve us, however, from becoming too serious! We
plan to carry cartoons and humour as well as items of a lighter
nature,  You the readers will have your chance to give the
thunbs up or down, in a Letters-to-the-Editors Page, ,

Although this first issue has been produced ma1n1g by
British, we don't want FREFVAY to be limited by the Anglo-Saxon
mentaliiy! We particularly need articles and letters from other
Ear%s ﬁf Europe and the world, and they don't have to be in

nglish,

d The life of faith and commitment is an adventure and
FREEWAY nust reflect that sense of excitement, If our neu-born
baby is to grow up into maturity, we the midwives need all the
help we can get, FREEWAY, to succeed, cannot be our offering to
vou but the offering of all of us to eachother, This babK will
only grow up healthy if we all feed it - sharing with eachothar
our experiences of applying faith, our lessons, our adventures,
the things that have sustained us, the humour that has kept us
going when we felt like cryin?! :

_Please write to us, Please bombard our editorial office
with your news, criticisms, ideas, Who can tell what will
happen to this baby, but for heaven's sake let's not have any
infant mortality!

THE EDITORS

lop press; we apologiss for the sub-standard quality of appearance in this first issus - due to problems with the NRA
stocopier in London,



Eehind the Headlilines

SOUTH AFRICA:

THE-SCEAT TSN GETEO AUSS

PETER HANNON is the
author of "Southern
Africa: Vhat kind of
change?". He knows
Sout Africa intimately,

and has recently returned
with his family to live
in his native Northern
Ireland.

I an a white man, 1 have spent
fourteen years in South Africa with
ny family, It is a country I have
learned to love, yet it is one of the
most pressing problems in our world
today, arousing concern, division,
anaer and indignation,

e all want to do something about
it, But do we allow the challenge of
South Africa to go dee? enough?

An American friend from Vashington
was visiting us in South Africa,
After a week he remarked, "I have
been quite clear in my own mind that
the whites have to make a choice

about letting go of their grip on
gower, But T have just realised that
nust ask nmyself whether we in

America are ready to do what we ask
of the South African whites? Are we
ready to share with the Third World
the economic power we hold in our
hands? What about risking our wealth
and our own standard of living?"

South Africa can remain an issue
'out there'; or will we be honest
enough to recognise the South Africa
in each of us? We talk of the false
superiorxtg of the white man in
general, but to whom do I feel
superior?  Of exploitation, but is
there any exploitation in me of ny
family or anyone else? Of bitterness
and hate, but is there anyone whom I
resent?

Vithout a costly, personal honesty
my concern is cheap, satisfying my
ego but costing me no{hing.

In South Africa I was workin?
closel{ with an Afrikaner friend,
thought things were oin%.along quite
well, Then one day the 1lid blew off,
I was told in no uncertain terms that
I was impossible to live with, that ]
had no idea of what went on in those
around me and various instances of
this were then quoted, 1 retired
hurt to ponder what had been said,
Next day 1 told this friend that I
was ver{ sorry if 1 had been so
difficult, but that I had not meant
the sgecific instances at all in the
way they had been taken, My overture
aade no impression whatsoever!

A couple of days later, as I tried
to search the mind of God, the
thought struck me, “Your friend's
evaluation of your character may be
more accurate than your own, Take it
seriously," So I went to nz friend
and said this, The doors began to
open,

But there was more to it, Soon
afterwards it was as though God said
to me, "The truth is that you like
having second-class citizens around
you,"" I reacted stronglz. That was
just what I was against, But the

thought persisted, "You have been
interested prinariﬁy in what you do,
You have been happy for others to
take second place as long as you have
felt fulfilled," Suddenly I realised
that the problems of South Africa
were not something ‘out there', but
that they went Tight through the
centre of my own character and that

there is where change needed 1o
begxn,
ontrol  is  the crunch-point,

Bolititally, for the future, What is
eing asked of the white man is not
just  a matter of granting civil
rights and a square” deal to end
injustice, He has to take a step in
faith where he puts at risk the

control of his entire future, his
security, his standard of living,
everything,

So what of ourselves, looking on or
wanting to help from the outside?
Are we prepared to take an equal
decision in faith for our own lives
handing over control to 6od and
living for an aim bgyond career,
confort or what suits me?

One day I stood on the slopes of
Table Mountain with a vi%orous young
black man from Soweto, 1500 kms to
the north, It was his first time in
the Cape, Ve looked across the city
out to Robben Island where many whon
he regards as his political leaders
have been imprisoned, It was an
experience to realise the depth of
his feeling, his sense of pilgrima?e.
Three of his brothers are in exile,
He has not seen them for years and is
not even sure where they are,

In the next days we had long talks
about the implications of radicalism,
It is a marvellous word which many
use cheaply, They know what they are
against, but what are they for? What
price are thﬁl willing to pay? The
ygun? man said, "It can be easier to
die for a revolution than to live for
it," He knew what he was talking
about, Many his age risk their lives
to end a system which they feel
destroys their dignity, It can be
even more costly to live the
selflessness which will produce a
society where the exploitation of man
by man permanently ceases,

A Nigerian friend who for thirty
years has given leadership in the
strug?}e to build a new Africa says,
“Idealism is not enough, ur
mistrust of one another “our greed
our dishonest practices blind us an
divide us, orrupt men can never
build a progressive society, We need
a noral infrastructure,"

A moral infrastructure, Vhat
discipline would the young Sowetan
need to fulfil the longings of his
people, to gqglp him for fifty years
of leadership? We talked honest‘y of
money, cheating, jealousy, drink, sex
and of our own decisions needed on
these points, Gandhi, for one, was
clear that no man can bring true
freedom to the masses if he is a
slave to any of these,

Then the youn? Sowetan asked, "Here
am I, a young black man, staying with
your family,™ What do you expect of
ne?" I said, "I expect a commitment
to purity, to care for others, to the
discipline demanded of any of us, be
he black or white, ~who sincerely
vants a new future for this country,
And I expect {ou to give me the same
challenge, Otherwise we will betray
our friendship,"

South Africa needs our care and
concern, It also needs our
commitment to start where we are,
looking at ourselves and our own
country and asking, "Am I building,
here and now, the future that I vant
for every man?"
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A FOEM

by Liesl Hendricks
from Cage Town,
South Africa

Take time to see In nature

Its beauty, awe and grace,

For when you gaze on scenic views
You gaze upon 6od's face,

Take time to care for children,
Light their hearts vith joy,
For they belong to Jesus -
Once Just a 15ittle boy

Take tine to love your fellow wan,
Despite his hate for you,

For the Son of 6od was crucified
For their salvation too,

Take time to care for ourselves
And reflect upon our worth,

For our Saviour Jesus placed us
Hith reason upon earth,
Take time to start each day with God
In good tiwes and in strife;

In this way he will walk with you
Throughout your earthly 1ife,
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It's gquile an experience to be inm
Caux from beginning to end. A few
days into each session, faces become
familiar, then after few nmore days
several hundred pesple lesve, several
hundred arrive - and you're back to
square one! (Over 3000 visited Caux
this summer,) t's zlnost like a
change of season, with esch session
taking on its own character, You can
imzgine the contrast between, for
gxanple, the "Dialogui of the Con-

tinents®, hosted largely by Africans
and Asiang, with all their colour and
openness  (tiss  off}),  and  the

!

industry-hosted  session, with
industrial heavyweights giving their

latest  thoughts ~on ~ employment,
technology, efc (ties on!), Or the
differing infornalities angd

exuperance of the (mainly European)
youth-hosted session - see report on
this page - and the (North, South
and Central) Americas-hosted session,

It's worth looking back at the
highlights of those seven weeks, and
trying to discern the trends, For
Caux, as well as being one of MRA's
main instruments for heaving the
world in a constructive direction, Is
alen one of the main 1ndicators of
the health and direction of this
effort,

One encounter which stands out for
me was the discussion Cardinal Konig
had with &0 young people, He focussed
strongly on the issues we will have
to face: the constructive use of
technological and scientific
advances; the relationships between
East and West, North and South, He
reiated each one's field of interest
to thase 1ssues and gave each the
sense that his or her contribution
would be 1important, He hardly men-
tioned individual moral failings; he
chviously felt that 1f you were
comnitted to solving the world's
problens, the personal moral issues
would find their right perspective,

Then  there was  the  first
perfornance of the Nordic Revue, The
Scandinavians had been beavering away
at 1t for a month already before Caux
openad so the anticipation was great,
New material was being written and
rehearsed right up to the last min-
ute, It was enthusiastically received
with standing ovations, The style of
gnprassion, music, choreography, and
costumes were quite new for the Caux
stage, Above all, any youni person
tould identify with the message,

Another  outstanding  theatrical
event was a oproduction of Feter
Howard's play The Lsdder given by &
tast of tlack actors fron London,

Memorable in different ways were
aches made fron the platform, An
enting lawyer, speaking on benalf
his delegation in faux, aosiogised
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to tne Eritish present.  Trough he
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for hiz personal haired of Eritish
and Americans, A Eritish present
respondes with an apology for the
ingensitivity of nis country over
many years, which had made her deaf
to {he zspirations of the Argentines,

An Indian asked forgiveness of a
Pakigtarnt for Ditterness he hac held
for what his family had suffered at
the time of partition, A Cambodian
lady renounced her hatred; if she did
not, she said, she would become like
her enenies, !

Such gestures no one could demand:

or even ask, tq syrrender justified
resentment; vel nolhing 15 more
moving, more effective in opening

othere’ hearts, It ig the particular
enius of Caux that people feel able
%o come to this point, tnen move on
to effective reconciliatory action,
fs for the trends that Caux 195
reveales some were new while others,
previously observed, were gathering
womentum,

Central fmerica  was vell
represented; ZZ from five countries
including falvador and Nicaragua,

including senior trade union leadars,
They came with similar numbers fron
Latin America to host a session with
the North Americans, This teamwork

undertaking the "Dialogue
between Continents" is a fruit of fne
last year's work, After Steven and
Georgina  Sibare  from  Zimbabwe
participated in the three-month
action in India last autunn, sone
from Rsia went to Zimbabwe for tne
taster conference and action there,
and then on to Uganda, As many of
the problems faced by the tun
continents are similar, solutions
worked out in one may also be
appropriate for the other,

inaily the industrial conference,
which has long had as one of its aims
the dialogue with the Japanese, took
@ new step this year, In the context
af worsening trade relations betwesn
the West and Japan, members of the
conference  organizing  committes
invited top iIndustrialists from
America and Europe to meet their
Japanese counterparis at a ‘two-day
‘Round Table', within the industria
conference,  There was an excellent
response, and though 1t 15 nol
possible to report much of 1t one
Japanese made this comment after-
wards: "When it started we felt as 1f
we were in heaven, Then we clashel
and we thought we were in hell, By
the end we were listening so much o
eathother that we were back In heaven
again, * (an't have been too bad,

THE YDUTH FORUM
by Jeroen Gunning

This summer in Caux we met for a
Youth  Forum, to  discuss  the
fundamentals of life and to look
ahead to the next forty years, What
needs to be done? What should we
connit our lives to?

The Forum began with a large group
of people from every continent
telling us what they expected from
the conference, for themselves and
for the world,  An American girl
expressed her hope that the United
States would learn to serve the world
and not try to be its master, The
next days focussed mainly on the four
absolute moral standards, One man
vho made many personal phone calls
while at work, faced the fact that it
was wrong, went to  his boss,
apologised and paid his debt,

At one point a lot of young people
at the conference were sleeping in to
avoid meetings they did not feel were
worth getting up for,  This dis-
content made six girls decide to pray
for a different atmosphere and take
responsibility for the next meeting,

fresh spirit came into the
conference,

Vith great courage they shared
changes in their own lives, One, for
exanple, had been suicidal until she
found hope again through dis:overing
that Bod loved her as she was an
wanted to help her, She said, "I
have decided never a%?in to seek
permanent solutions to temporary
problems, It is harder to die to

oneself for the sake of others than
to take ones own life,*

Another girl told about being
honest with her parents and the
consequent reconciliation with her
father,  This sparked an Argentine

irl to do the same, She shared
ater  how  her experience of
fgrﬁlveness led to reconciliation
with herself, with God, with her
father, with other countries in South

America to whom she felt superior, .

and finally with the British,

Ve can put a lot of work into the
preparation of a conference, but it
is entirely up to God whether people
are changed by it, For example, I
have been trotting around in Caux
since my second year of existence,
attending many conferences, probably
all as good as this one, But this
year, for the first time, 1 was so
noved bp some of the things that were
said, that I went to the chapel and
laid my life before God,  This
illustrated the 'domino theory' - how
one person can helf another,  What
helped me to take the fina] step of
connitment to God was hearing a man
from India describe his discovery of
richness in poverty, and a woman who,
feeling too inadequate to serve God,
realised that Christ chooses the weak
and gives them His strength, Also
there was in a pla{ a depiction of
washlng someone's feet - the real
humili { of it, It is those little
things that grip you,

Since then God has used me to help
other geople, This gives ne the
strength to go on fighting,



Nordicoc FRewus!

TWHO'S REING FOOIL.EID 2

Last month about thirty young people from the
Nordic countries started out on a year-long tour
with a new nusical revue which they have written
thenselves, Entitled "Hvem narres?" ("Who is
being fooled? ), the show aims to offer young
people a way out of hopelessness,  The campaign
began In Oslo, and during the next months they
hope to visit many different parts of the Nerdic
north, e print here extracts from the Erochure
thay have produced, outlining the message of the
revue!

It is not easy to distinguish between truth and
falsehood in the confusion of information and
views of life which confront us daily,

But there is one lie we will not come to terms
with: that it is only the 'big' who decide, and
that ordinary people must content themselves with
being pieces in their game,

[t is within the power of everyone to do some-
thing about the world we live in, But thare's a
price to pay,

Are we willin

¥ to listen to our fellow human beings in need?

¥ to throw off our masks and be vulnerable in a
hard world?

¥ to look for the deepest truth which God or
our conscience shows us?

¥ To chonse hops and responsibility instead of
cynicism and self-preaccupation?

The revue deals with fear, love, family life,
responsibility far the world, masks and opting
out, It is concerned with the struggle of young
oeople to escape from meaninglessness, We portray
- in sketches, songs and dance - our guestions,
our hopes and our reflections,

We are a group of young
Finland, Denmark and Norway,
grounds, with different views of life and
political beliefs, What we share is the
conviction that the values and attitudes we our-
selves choose have a part in deciding the present
and the future,

eople from Sweden,
rom different back-

Some of us met eachother and found piration
throu%h contact with Moral Re-Armament, We have
worked on the revue since the autumn of 1982,
Dthers have joined in the past six months,
bringing their ideas,

FREEWAY looks forward to carrying regular reports
of the revue's activity, canwhile we offer a
transiation of the words of one of the songs In
the show,

YOUR DREAM by Lelf Nabnfeldt

If you have a dream about life and peace,
Don't hide your dream,

If you have a dream about peace and life,
Don't farget your dream,

Stand on the highest mountain
find shout your dream out,

Go to the widest sea

And launch your innermost drean,
Run on the widest field,

Let the wind carry your dream,
Dezp in the deepest valley,
Hear: the echo,

If you have a dream about life and bread,
Don't hide your dreanm,

If you have a dream about bread and life,
Don't forget your dream,

Carry it up to the arches of power -

Sing, sing your dream,

Give it to the children of fear and despair,
Faint your inpermost longing,

Flace yourseif in the rains

0f despair and doubt,

Desp in the deepest pain

Grows your innermost dream,

If you have a dream of life and hope,
Don't hice your dream

If you have a dream of hope and life,
Don't forget your dream,

GETTING INTO ACTION
by Christina Hammond

What? A young peaple's course,

Whera? Tirlez Garth, UK: MRA centre,

When?  7-1& September,

A 'young people's course'? What's that? What
went on?  There were people from all over the
world - Argentina to Australia, New Zealand to
Norway, This led to a vivid awareness of world

situations and a broad spectrum of experiences, A
feeling of unity and fellowship grew amongst us as
the days passed,

With Paul Campbell's challenging book, T7hs Art
of Remaking Men, as a basis for our discussion we
explored what changes a person; the proceszes of
learning, change, growth, decision and conflict,
But one can discuss the ins and outs of change ad
Infinitum, Only with the realization that change
starts with ME can the theory be superseded gy
practice,

On this note, what else could we do but disperse
to our 'projects’, Believe me, it was no holiday!

15 people visited Liverpool, They had 16 diff-
erent appointments to keep between them,  Some
toured the Museum of Labour History; others went
to an estate notorious for its drug and crime

problems, and met one of those responsible for
setting u¥ a community self-help scheme,  Some
took two lessons in 3 local comprehensive schosl

others met 2 Sister of the Franciscan Missionary
of Mary, We were all received by the President of
the Liverpool Muslim Association and later by the
Chairman of the City Council, There was more,,
We met a good'mixture of Liverpudlians who gave us
their personal insight into Liverpool's social and
econonic Eroblems - one calling it 'a pit of de-
sga1r[, It would be arrogant to offer solutions to
the city's problems, For change to take place it
needs to come first in the hearts of the people,

Project Eirmingham: those visiting the West
Midlands got a Tlavour of Britain's industrial
life, meeting trade unionists and representatives
of ACAS  Tthe Advisary, Conciliation and
Arbitration Service), The visit was co-ordinated
3y some of the team who produce the Jnowstrial

Joneer, a month]z paper giving news of positive
thanges in the field of industry, They also
sanpled the culture of Britain's different ethnic
groups, with a visit to an estate in a predomin-
antly West Indian area, and a curry in the home of
an Indian family with 20 of their friends and
neighbours,

So after an exhilarating time away, we returned
to Tirley Garth, We reported back, We relaxed,
We had a barbeque with the local CIA (Christians
in Action) and, unfortunately, we left .

Yes, end of story, But not the end of a sireng-
thened fellowship or a personal commitment to God,

S
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HOW TO START AND

STAY NEW

When I read a book I usually like to take a sort
of running jump at it,  Authors like Scott and
Dostoevsky tend to start slowly and it is not fair
on a book to read five or ten pages a night before
goipg to bed, lose interest, and ten Dblame the

ook,

In the same way, to an¥one intending to lead a
new life T would say, "Start thoroughly, Take a
running jump," ‘

One sure way to do that is to be completely
honest, with God and maybe a trusted friend - our
sins in murky detail may not look so attractive
after all,

And when you become a trusted friend yourself,
there is a rule: listen and then forget,

Solzhenitsyn in his classic = “The bulag
Archipelago" expressed these thoughts that he had
when he ‘was in prison; _ "Reconsider all your
previous life, Remember all you did that was bad
and chameful, and take thought, Cannot you
possibly correct it now?  Yes, you have been
imprisoned for nothing, you have nothing to repent
of before the state and its law - but before your
own conscience,, " )

I remember first playing rugby football, T was
twelve, and I began very tentatively, Fear of
getting hurt made me flinch all the time, and the
result was that I constantly did get hurt, It was
two years before I made an all-out tackle,
Suddenly a game that I hated became a game that I
loved, 1 found there was nothing to fear at all -
just an occasional bruise!

C.% Lewis in his book  “Swrprissd b{ Joy
describes his road to faith, He writes; '“Dreams
of childhood and adolescence have much in common:
in batween is boyhood, which is very much like the
Dark Ages, in which everything has been greedy,
cruel, noisy and prosaic, in which the imagination
has slept and the most wunideal senses and
ambitions have been restlessly, even maniacally,
awake "

That is why I say 'Start thoroughly',K If we do
not face the truth, Christ cannot give us the
freedon that he promised, We remain actors,
Frank Buchman talked about people who were
starched and ironed without being washed, Without
allowing Christ to cleanse us from our past -
distant” and recent - we can easily yield to
discouragement and despair,

But sup osing we've started on a new road, how
do we continue? ) .

A prime secret of victory is to see that our
lives are built round other people, and not our
own spiritual development, ]

Mother Teresa said "How strange that Christ
should spend thirty years doing mothing, wasting
his time, not giving a chance to his parsonality

"

and his gifts", In fact he laid down his life for
others and for the world,

Another secret is to spend enough time with God
in quiet, David says in Psalm 237 "The Lord gives
me everything, He gives me rest and right-
gousness, and restores my spirit when it is frail,
He removes my fears, He guides me, comforts me,
fills, fills to woverflowing, He gives me a
permanent home - abiding in Him, "

What a promise! But there is a condition, We
have to give God time and space to do these things
for us, It may mean going to bed earlier so that
we can rise early enough to enable this to happen
- maybe yielding an image of ourselves as late-
ni?ht birds,

his time enables me to start each day afresh,
The great Scotsman Henry Drummand said "Don't give
people a thimbleful of the Gospel", If I'm gding
to give geople bread instead of stones I need to

?ille anew each day and my purity renewed, St
Faul wrote “If you're not pure enough to be at
your best all the time, you're cheating people”,

Finally, it is important to finc a big enough
aim in life, "Thy Kingdom come, Thy Will be done
on earth as 1t 1s In heaven' cculd become a
commitment, But there may be aiso what Mothe™
Teresa calls "a call within a cali® - a call to
serve God in a certain ministry op field of life,

A 20th century example is Mahatma Gandhi, who
brought freedom to India, ne wrote “The
leadership of the true man of God :s measured by
the purity of his life, the selfiessness of his
mission and the breadth of his outlook,"

Eric Liddell, hero of the film “Chariots of
Fire" gave up his sporting success to become a
missionary in China, He wrote "The bravest moment
of a man's life 1s the moment he looks at himself
without wincing, without comﬁlaining,,, Build the
habits of your life round the early morning hour,
Be silent, Bathe yourself in God's word, = Write
down what comes,  Fore over 1t, Don't read
hurriedly, When a person hurries through a wood
few birds and animals appear, They hide, But if
hetsits down and waits they come out, Finally,
ac .u

These thoughts came in a manuscript discovered
about forty years after his death and published in
a paperback, “The Disciplines of the Christian
Life"  The book includes these lines:

tWhen Bod loves he loves the world,

When God gives he gives his Son,

When God 1nvites he invites everybody,

When God saves he saves everlastingly,’

S_—

o Brian Boobbyer, former English rugdy international,
will write in each issue of FREZWAY,

And I said to the man who stood at the gate of the year:
"Give me a light that I may tread safely into the unknown,"

And he replie

"Go out 1nto the darkness and put your hand into the hand of God,
That shall be to you better than light and safer than a known way,"

(Mipnie Louise Haskins)

“The great eneny of the life of faith in God is not sin,
but the good which is not good enough,
The good is always the enemy of the best,"

(Oswald Chambers)
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CHANGES

IN CHINA

Bill Jaeger writes:

The Chinese say that when the Americans landed
on the moon, all they could see was the Great Wall
of China, fhey also sa{ that you are not a man
until you have climbed the Great Wall, Last April
I climbed it,

It was my first visit to China and I found it
one of the most fascinating countries anywhere in
the world, It has a population of over one
billion; 250 million under the age of 14; 800
million peasants; S2 million trade unionists and
hundreds of thousands of bicycles!

I was invited by one of the Chinese government
leaders, Mr Chu Hsueh Fan, Vice chairman of the
Standing Commitee of the Peoples National
Congress, and Vice Fresident of the Kuomintang,
the poixixcal party founded by Sun Yat Sen,

1 first met Mr Chu Hsueh Fan in Philadelphia,
USh, in 1344 at  an  International Labour
Or?anlsat1on Conference where he was the Workers'
Delegate and President of the All China Federation
of Trade Unions, He had been a postal worker 1n
Shanghai, He built up the countries trade unions
and was 1n Mao's Cabinet for over 20 years as
Minister for Fost and Telegraphs,

We were out of touch for over 30 years, Then in
the late seventies I re-established contact and he
invited me to go to China this year, A colleague,
Dick Ruffin from Washington, travelled with me,

The Chinese build a great deal on friendships
and they are a tremendously warm-hearted people,
We were given five bangquets, including ome given
b¥ the Vice PFresident of the All China Federation
of Trade Unions and another hosted by Mr Chu Hsueh
Fan in the exquisite Hall of the National Feople's
Congress, the Chinese nearest -eguivalent to
parliament,

In their warm-hearted way the Chinese always
1ve you gifts, They gave us gifts and we gave
nem gifts,

We met and had in-depth talks with a remarkable
cross-section of people including the Catholic
Bishop of Beijing, the Imam of Xi'an, the Vice-
President of the Xi'an Jiatong University and the
heads of many workers' committees, In Shanghai we
visited the Fetro-Chemical Complex, the HMachine
Tool Works, and toured the port, We went to one
commune, one of China's 'key' universities, two
outdoor markets, scores of private businesses, and
three popular theatres attended mostly by young
Chinese, S

We went to a place outside Xi'an where 6,000
terra-cotta fi?qres are being unearthed from the
tonb of the first Emperor "of the &in Dynasty
(approximately 200 B,C,)

As for religion, we were told that people are
now free to worship as they please, Confuscianisna
has been restored, There are sald to be some 35
million Moslems, 12-20 million Christians and of
course millions of Buddhists and Taoists,

TRANSFORKATION

The transformation currently taking place 1n
China 1s one of the mast remarkable stories of the
twentieth century, Change 1n itself 1s not
remarkable 1n & century where change 1s happenxn?
everywhere, What is remarkable is the magnitude o
China's changes involving such an old and
continuous civilation with such a large and varied
land mass and vast population,

We felt deeply the enormous weight of Chinese
history,  They speak of having endured some 2,000

years of feudalism when there was little economic
or ﬁ011t1cal rogress,

Then from 1840 came a hundred years of Western
domination; reflecting upon this helped us to
understand better the impulse and appeal of the
revolution,

Dick Ruffin and I acknowledged to the Chinese
the wrongs of our two countries in the exploit-
ation of China, I said I was sorry for the way we
British had treated China 2 hundred years ago,
es?ec1ally with the opium trade,

hey guickly and generously said, "That is all
past, Let us look to the future,” However, we
feit that our apoiogies, even 1f not openly
accepted, contributed fo the healing process,

CULTURAL REVOLUTION

The Cultural Revolution was a time when the
Chinese suffered a great deal,  Millions were
killed, imprisoned or exiled, The Chinese are
openly self-critical of this period and of the ten
years prior, Many speak of these years as wasted
{ears, It 1s not surprising therefore that Mao no

onger holds a dominant place in the minds of the
Chinese, He 1s respected for his vital leadership
in_the revolution, but is no longer reverec,

The %roup of leaders surrouding the elder state-
sman, Deng Xiaoping, have moved China a long way
away from the Leffist ideology of Mao Tse Tung,
There are of course elements In the Feoples' Con-
gress who feel this has gone too far, but the vast
majority of the nation seems to support Deng in
his efforts to build a new, modern China for the
twenty-first century,

Evidence of the reforms is everywhere, though
most dramatic in the villages and rural areas
where the peasants are allowed to buy and sell
without going through any central body, Through
intensive cultivation, and these reforms, which
allow China's peasants to benefit from product-
izxtY_ gains, China has already managed to feed
itself,

Decision-making 1s now being de-centralised to
provincial, city and even factorY levels and is
aptly symbolized by the slogan, "to get rich 1s
glorious",

The quest for technology 1s reflected in the
phenomenal increase in business with foreign
enterprises - China is eager for technological
support from the USA, Britain and Europe - and
also in the vast number of students being sent
overseas for training, These include 17,000 1n
the USA, many of whom will become the leaders of
China 1n the next twenty years,

The Chinese see the enormity of their task and
are clearly plannning for the twenty-first cen-
tury, It would also seem though that only a
peaple  of  considerable  self-tonfidence and
security would embark upon changes of such magni-
tude and with such obvious risks,

The fundamental basis of China is what they term
the two civilisations: the material civilisation
where they are most eager to develop the economy
and technolegy, answer hunger and poverty, build
better housing and ?enerally raise the standard of
living of the whole nation; and the spiritual
civilisation where they want to bring some answer
to corruption, restore human rights, and restore
man's moral values,



Fast—West

CARDIIT AL

KoNIG'S CHALLENGE

For the greater part of his 30 years as
Archbishop of Vienna, His Eminence Franz
Cardinal Koénig has been one of the prin-
ciple ioneers and architects of the
Vatican's approach to the countries of the
communist bloc. In Caux in July, he spoke
on "Caux's 40 Years: Retrospect and
Frospect". We print here the extracts
from his speech which focus on the need
for dialogue between the communist and
non-communist worlds. It is in the light
of the challenges he gives, that we want
to pursue the theme of a new East-West
relationship, beginning with the article
on the opposite page.

It was in June 1946 that Frank Buchman initiated
the first dialogue - certainly not an easy one -
between the vicforious and the vanquished nations,
At that time, given the general bitterness at the
end of the war, no one thought it poszible that a
dialogue on the future of Europe could be taken up
betweeén the two European camps on a basis of
equality, _

... Buchman showed that the message of Christ 1s
not only meant for the cloistered cell, for
private use, but can also penetrate deep into
social and political life, f living Christians
have this conviction inside them, if these ideas
of peace and reconciliation are undergirded b{
dialogue, problems can be solved even where, a
the political level, social, racial and historical
contradictions are insoluble, -

Today more than ever we need the courage to
enter into dialogue, if we are to have a dynamic
influence on the direction in which our world is
developing, :

I would like,,,to raise a problem that pre-
occupies many people because it influences,
directlz or indirectly, a large part of today's
conflicts, and because it implies an immediate
threat to the life of the whole world, I mean the
area of East-West tensions, where little progress
has been registered over the last few years, Is
this not one of the great tasks that must be
tackled by the present generation during the
coming decades?

As Archbishop of Vienna I often had the oppor-
tunity to be in touch with people who live and
work in countries with communist governments,
know that it is not easy to develop a dialogue
there with feo le who have grown up in a system
completely different from our own, a system where
words like truth, good and evil often have a
different meaning, _

I believe that a discovery which Frank Buchman
made in this area will prove to be correct: that
people in the East as well as the West need the
courage to look deep inside themselves and to dis-
cover the conscience that the Creator implanted
there: in other words, the source of spirit and
truth,

Is it not now a further task for Moral Re-
Armament to initiate a common thought process that
will start a dialogue between Etast and West,
despite all the differences in mentality? Amongst
the people 1n the East, toon, there is a longing to
be able to make things hafpen themselves and not
just to follow the collective of the bureaucracy
or of the mass media,

The organised materialism of the communist world
1s in some ways barely distinguishable from the
disorganised materialism of the non-communist
world, Our most valuable possession in the
democratic countries 1s our freedom of choice in
spiritual matters as well as material matters,
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The Cardinal talks to members of
the Nordic Revue cast at Cauy

photo by Rahul hapadia

For such a meeting with people from the East we .

need a view that incorporates the Christian faith,
respect for our neighbour and also a good measure
of realism, We must have the faith that these
people have the strength in themselves to find an
aﬁprOprxate way of tchanging their own way of
thinking and living, At the same time we must
also re-discover in ourselves that truth of the
Gospel that will help us to alter our own life in
an appropriate and lasting way,

I myself am a convinced champion of dialogue, It
1s scarcely possible to build up a relationship
with someone foreign to us 1if from the outset we
do_not intend to talk with him,

This kind of responsibility - extending our hand
to every person, whatever religion or culture he
belongs to - is being practised today by Maral Re-
Armament towards the whole of humanity, I see in
Moral Re-Armament a uniting idea, a force working
on an ideological level which 1s capable of chal-
lenging people in a positive way to change and of
showing them a new moral and spiritual dimension
be¥ond the various systens,

n many crisis situations today the perspective

of hope is lacking, Such hope can only grow out

of an atmos?here of trust, and this in its turn isem °

only passible through mutual respect and the read-
iness to ask forgiveness and to forgive, In
families there is the simple peace-makln? phrase:
I am sorry, please forgive me, This is nof a wronz
humiliation: rather it creates more respect,
similar attitude can also open new doors in
situations of racial conflict, or political and
economic tension, Not only the person who is act-
ing unjustly, but the victim as well, has the
chance of taking the first step,

The moral standards of absolute honesty, purity,
unselfishness and love - continually stressed by
MRA - are part of mankind's spiritual heritage and
can be acknowleged by everyone,

For those who seek, it (MRA) provides a path to
faith and religious practice, To all who are
aiready on the road of faith, it offers a more
dynamic understanding of the Holy Spirit,

We should not be ruled by pessimism and mean-
sgxrxtgdness but by the great faith that I can do
all things in Him who strengthens me: "Ask and you
will receive, knock and it will be opened to you,
Seek and you will find," The greater our trust,
the greater our confidence, the greater will be
the gift that we receive,

Inall this we trust in the words of the Script-
ture; that His Spirit has the power to renew the
face of the earth,
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all mankind.
free.
be joined as one,

Freedom

MATTHIAS FREITAG writes

from West Berlin

~In the 20's Berlin was known for
its decadence, in the 30's and 40's
for the destruction it brought over
Europe, and from the 50's until today
Berlin has symbolised the division
betveen East and Vest,

I am 26 years old, born in West
Berlin,  For 25 years a wall has
divided my city - a concrete wall
with 296 quard towers - guarded by
soldiers with machine guns, At least
75 East Germans have been killed
while trying to escape to the West,

What vision do I have far Berlin?
Or have 1 aiven up hope of ever
seeing an end to the separation?

Ve Berliners cannot ignore the
ball, though many try, One third of
West Berlin consists of beautiful
forests, parks, lakes and rivers - it
s easy to forget that you are living
1n an enclosed city, But whatever
direction you go in, you can be
assured of not getting lost, because
¥ou will be stopped Y the 13&-kn-

ong, 4, 5-metre-high wall,

Gometimes  we joke  about  the
division, Here 1s an example: the
East German leader, Erich Homecker
returns from 2 visit abroad to fin
the streets of East Berlin empty, He
wanders aboutl until he comes to the
Wall where he finds a hole and 2
handuritten message: ‘'Dear Erich,
you're the last one left, Please turn
off the lights on your way out,'

How did it all begin? After World
War I1 Germany vas divided into four
zones, controlled by the Americans,
British, French and Russians, The
same happenad to Berlin, 1In 1949 the
Federal Republic of (West) Germany
energed out of the three Western
zones, and the Russian zone became
the Gzrman Democratic Republic (East
Germany), The East Germans declared
= illegall¥ - the Russian sector of
Berlin as their capital, Because of
its geographical isolation, West
Berlin could not take the same role
for West Germany, and we became an
'igland' within East eeman%, The
Russians and East Germans could block
all entrances to West Berlin - as
they did in 1946 and threatened to do
agaln in 1958,

The border between East and West
Berlin is not internationally rec-
ognized, Until 13 August 19 peogle
could move freelz between the two
halves of the city, Some lived in
the East and worked in the West
others lived in the Vest and studied
in the East, But more and more cit-
izens  from the communist-governed
part of Germany couldn't bear living
there any more, 2,7 million Jeft
East Germany between 1849 and 136!

you.. .to 2ift
beyond the freedom merely
he advance of freedom everywhere, beéyond yourselves and ourselves to
and when one man is
When all are free, then we can look forward to that day when this city will
continent of Europe,

ie indivisible,

and this
peaceful and hopeful globe.»

your eyes:$e¥0nd the dangers of today to the hopes of
s} h

is city o

country and this great

Berlin,

in your country of
enslaved all are not

in a

(John F, kennedy, Ferlin, 16 September 1963)

The climax came in July '€)  when
2400 people came over to the West,

In order to stop this 'human wave'
the East German authorities con-
structed the 'Anti-fascist Frotection
Wall', = My mother recalls: "No one
could believe it that you saw your
friends on the other side of the
street but you were not able to come
together,”  What a tragedy! In 25
years only about 5000 people have

MAYK.

from 'Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung'

conquered the barricade, Pensioners
and about 10,000 others are given
exit permits every year, In return
the West German government pays to
the other side about £80¢ wmillion
annually Since 1971 we have been able
to obtain tourist visas to visit the

ast,

So the Vall became a bit more
permeable, In spite of this - and
its creative graffiti! - this barrier
remains an ug K monster, One cannot
get rid of “the ‘iron curiain' by

lowing it up; this would only bring
us closer to a third world war, Ve

have to start by overtomxna the
painful consequences of the Qall's
existence,

In order for the Wall to lose some
of its effectiveness, I have to deal
with three characteristics of my own
attitude, which only produce more
divisions:
1) Apathy,  'Why bother?
not much I can do anyway,' There was
a tine when I was no longer inter-
ested in making visits to the East
It became too much of a nuisance;
applying for visas, queueirg at the

barder,” being questioned &nd body-

There is

searched having to exthange a fixed
sun of money which musi bespent,,,
But for the sake of buxldlng riend-
ships | decided not to be held back
by uncomfortable obstacles, The door
is slightly open - we shouldn't miss
our opportunities, .

2)  Anxiety, Living on an
'island', surrounded by Russian and
East German troops and tanmks, it 15
gasy to be afraid, Fortunately we
have the Western allies to protect
us, as well as a certain climate of
delente, This can confort us bui not
necessarily take away our fear, Only
in knowing what I am living for, in
appreciating my roots and my aims,
and in experiencing that God never
lets me down, can I feel free from
fear - at least most of the time,
"1f man is afraid, then he has no
courage to attest the truth nor to
live by the truth,* said Professor
Blachnicki of Poland, who was in the
Auschwitz toncentration tanp,
1940-45,

3) Arrogance, To quote Blachnicki
again; "To be free means to make
oneself voluntarily available for the
li?ht (Christ, the truth, the good)
with a servin? attitude", There 1s no
room for a feeling of superiority,
Often I've visited E Germany with an
unjustified sense of 'You poor little
thinﬁs! Ve are so much better off,  '!

ot long ago I had an interesting
talk with an East German ambassador,
At the end 1 shared how wron? I was
in being arrogant, and sxm? y said
sorry, ~ Sometimes the feelings of
superiority want to come back, but
they find it more and more difficult
to remain in me, In fact, if I look

at the achievements of the East
Germans - their social security
system and sporting feats, for

exama}e - I can only feel inferior!
ith a change of attitude, with a
few visils and prayers, the Wall will
not disappear - yet, And if one
reflects on our divisions within West
Berlin itself (our relationship to
foreign  workers, for  example),
bridge-building seems an impossible
task, But it is possible to take the
steps 1 am meant to take and to try
not to take them alone, In doing
this I can contribute to creating a
city free of apathy, anxiety and
arrogance, Such a city will xnsgxre
its own people and possibly other
parts of the world too,

In the words of our Federal
President, Richard von Weizsacker;
"Berlin is not a passive place livin
off humble gifts, It is a place tha
has something of its own to give to
the world," "So it's worth a visit -
if not more!
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Andrew Stallybrass reviews the
celebrated feminist Germaine Greer's
book, "Sex and Destiny - the politics of
human fertility" (Ficador, ~ 1985, 469

pages)

Described by its Australian-born author as 'a
plea for a new intellectual order", this book is
not an easy read but it is an important one,
ranges wide, from Communist China to small tribes
in the Amazon, Its conclusions damn our Western
values, Whilst “traditional societies are
buffeted in the slip-stream of economic develop-
ment to the point of capsizing," she notes, “they
are also assailed by Western culture,, " The econ-
onic development is a fraud, but the cultural on-
slaught is 1s real and irresistable.” ‘

She argues that “the state's desire for children
is ower?ess against the anti-child thrust of the
Western lifestyle,,, It is an odd thing that
people living precariously have more commitment to
the continuity of their line than people safely
ensconced in plenty,., In spite of all the atten-
tion we have given to the matter, more unwanted
thildren are born to us, the rich, than to them,
the poor,"

Dr Greer roundly states; "There can be no doubt
that the high frequency of pelvic disease in
Western society is related to the degree of sexual
activity and the number of partners that most
people expect to enjux, esgecially in adolescence
and early adulthood, She grimly reveals the
ravages of sexually transmitied diseases, and the
millions thus made sterile,

None is beyond the reach of the nmega-media
poundinﬁ out their message of altermative life-
styles, " she adds, Perhaps we could have done

with more "puritanical" prophets who went as far
as to say that perhaps "increased and freer sexual
activity 1s wrong", :

In the key chapter ‘Chastity is a form of birth
coptrol ' Greer asserts that "mo human society
exists in which human beings may copulate at will;
no human community has ever been organised aroun
the principle of free love, or could be, as long
as reproduction and sexual activity were
inextricably connected,"”

2 Mahatma Gandhi is quoted with approval:
"Remember that there is always a limit to self-
indulgence, but none to self-restraint,"
_ "Our position with regard to the function of sex
15 absurdly confused,"” she concludes, “"Another
nane for this kind of mental chaos is gvil" The
sex educators may see themselves as champions of
freedom, "but to some {oung people growing up in
the morality of sexual health, this freadom is
already felt as servitude,"

In a chapter on ‘The Fate of the Family' she

confesses; "It mag seem strange for a twentieth-
century feminist to be among Eke few champions of
the Family,,, The most valuable commodity in the

Family is a loving heart whose happiness consists
in seeing others happy, Woman in the extended
Family is not an object but an agent,"

We nust express deep %;atitude to Ms Greer for
this thought-provoking book, challenging as it
does some of the ?reat myths of our times, Is it
churlish to regref that there is no personal ‘mea
culpa', since she herself played no small part in
raising these myths to the status of self-evident
truths? She has come very close to saying that the
root disease of our society lies in tKe ge-sacra;-
isation of the body, of sex, of the family, and of
life and death itself, "We are the crisis," she
concludes, In this context the concept of absol-
ute purity takes on new relevance and actuality,
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There 1s nothing interesting about sin or about evil as evil.

What attracts men to evil acts is not the evil in them but the good that is
there, seen under a false aspect and with a distorted perspective. The good
seen from that angle is only the bait in a trap. When you reach out to take
it, the trap is sprung and you are left with disgust, boredom-and hatred.
Sinners are people who hate everything, because their world is necessarily
fgll of betrayal, full of illusion, full of deception. And the greatest
sinners are the most boring people in the world because they are also the

most bored and the ones who find life most tedious.

From the errors of others a wise man corrects his own -

Fublilius Syrus (c, 75 B(C)
14 (i ) O 1

It is 2 great misfortune neither o have enough wit to talk well nov

endugh judgement to be silent -
Joan de La Bruyvére (1645-169¢)
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A satirist is a man who discovers unpleasant things about himself and

then says them about other people -
Feter McArthur

Y X% ¥ ¥

It was one of those parties where you cough twice before you speak,

and then decide not to say it after all -
P, 6 dodehoyse

lo

- Thomas Merton

The following news head-

lines appeared in the press

(all trueb:

WHITE CHRISTMAS IS ON THE CARDS
MAN HELD OVER FIRE

FOLICE FIND CONSTAELE
DRAWING IN ATTIC

MEAT SHORTAGE -
MP'S ATTACK MINISTER

"An 1E&-year-old girl accused of

stealing a jar  of vanishing
cream  has  since disappeared
Huddersfield nmagistrates were

told yesterday, "
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MORAI, RE—ARMAMENTT™

Bremer Hofmeyr from South Africa
speaking in Caux, August 1986

There's a strange thing about western society,
We have more of what we regard as the good things
of life than any generation in history, More
knowledge, better health, more wealth, more social
security, better education, And yet with that we
alsn have more of the things we don't want, Maore
mental disease, more suicide, more delinguency,
more family breakdown, Somewhere there is a
gxgantxc missing factor in our western society,

he world is full of tremendous conflicts, And
there are hundreds of conferences around the world
oing on all the time, trying to reconcile these
ifferences, But the problems is, people are
selfish, nations are <celfish, and then the
conferences try to resolve these conflicting self-
ishnesses, What we aim for here is different, It
is not to reconcile conflicting selfishnesses but
to create the new type of parson who will make the
new society work, And as somebody has said,
"Maoral Re-Armament is not just an idea, It is
actually people becoming different ®

Here in Caux everybody says there is a wonderful
atmosphere,  And agree,  But the atmosphere
cannot carry us from Taux to build a new world

around us, That comes by one very simple thing
and that 1s; decision, You can divide the world
into the drifters and the deciders, It's the

deciders who are going to build the new world,

We have a number of military men at this
conference, They are very well equipped to under-
stand Moral Re-Armament because there are three
things which they particularly understand which
are at the heart of what we are talking about,

The first is a commitment, When a man joins the
army he makes a commitment, He doesn't say, 'l
think it would be wonderful'' ~— He joims,  He

u

either signs up or he takes an oath of allegiance,
But he takes a specific step, This is the first
thing which all of us need to find, How do I
actually decide that for the rest of my life I am
not going to live for my own advancement, my own
pleasure, my own profit, but I am going to live
for the building of this new society? ;

The second point which militarx men again under-
stand very well is: discipline, Any soldier's life
is disciplined by his drill, by his learning, his
training, All of us who want to be builders of
the new world in the same way need to discipline
our lives, The basis of our discipline is four
$o1nts: honesty, purity, unselfishness and love,

hese are very practical, I always thought of them
as ideals in which I believed and towards which I
strove, But MRA meant I had to decide and act,

Honesty hinged on very simple things which I had
to  straighten out - money, lies, cheating,
Absolute purity: the things 1 do, the t.hir.%s I
think about, the books I read, the pictures I look
at, Absolute unselfishness, Fundamentally,
although I tried to be a nice person, I wanted my
way and nobody was going to decide for me, You
can't live like that 1n the army! Somebiody
decides for you, In MRA it is not any other
person, it is obedience to the inner veoice, the
inner iight. the Holy Spirit, whatever we call it,
but we all know that inner compulsion that a
certain thing 1s right, Finally absalute love,
My first step was to ago to my worst enemy and
anlogise, And I have had to do thzat kind of
thing many many times in my life,

The last point iz obedience, When vou join the
arny you do not wait for the order and say, 'Well
I wonder if 1'11 obey, I will see if 1 like it |
will see if it is convenient',  You are commitied
to obedience,

But there is deliverence for him who is set upon victory, : As for me my
feet were almost gone; my steps had well-nigh slipped. When I said, 'My
foot slippeth'; Thy mercy, O lord held me up. There is never a fear that

has not a corresponding 'fear not'.
*

- Amy Carmichael

* *

Lives that are effective are not always those that attract attention. They
are never those of the proud who storm against obstacles which cannot be
removed. Lives lived humbly under the eyes of God, illumined by His grace

and radiant with love for others are always effective.
* * *

- Michel Quoist

Let us not forget that violence does not live by itself and cannot live by

itself. It can only exist with the help of the lie. Between these two there
is a most intimate, natural and fundamental connection. Violence can only

be concealed by the lie, and the lie can only be maintained by

violence.....

One word of truth is of more weight than all the rest of the world.

*

- Solzhenitsyn

* *

1f we are to escape destruction we must work for the breakdown of
prejudices born of narrow minded nationalism. No country is morally self-

sufficient - Queen Elizabeth II
*

* *

When people come to you of their own accord and tell you things they havn't

told anybody, this is the beginning of
*

*

real friendship. - Frank Buchman
*

I am absolutely convinced that no wealth in the world can help humanity
forward, even in the hands of the most devoted worker in the cause.......
Can anyone imagine Moses, Jesus, or Gandhi armed with the money-bags of

Carnegie? - Albert Einsteiln

h
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MEETING THE SUDANESE

Nike Lowe reports:

what on earth is an Islamic fundamentalist?

If you haven't already asked yourself that
guestion then you'd better start now. There is a
whole wave of Islamic fundamentalism going right
through the Moslem world and shaping the history
of each country that it touches. What happened to
Iran in 1978 is only part of the story and it
need not be the most characteristic part.

Last January, I was with a group of five who
visited universities in Sudan through the
British-Arab University Association so I got a
rare chance to meet Moslem fundamentalists in an
atmosphere of trust. The association 1is an

educational body which grew from the conviction
of people in MRA that Britain needs to build
bridges with the Arab world: bridges spanning

centuries of Christian / Moslem
right up to the Suez c¢risis and
bombing of Tripoli.

Any Westerner who goes to Sudan must
experience culture shock to some degree. In my
case it started on board the Sudan Airways jet at|
Heathrow when the captain prayed for the journey
as we taxied up the runway. f

But from the moment of our arrival in
brilliant white sunshine we were constantly
struck by the overwhelming Sudanese hospitality.
In Khartoum, the Students Union (a stronghold of
the Islamic movement) paid for wus to stay in one
of the best hotels and arranged for us to meet
(amongst others) the Deputy Prime Minister. We
also met the chairman of the Council for Higher
Education who told us that the most important
thing that we could do for Sudan was to maintain
the friendships that we had made.

It's hard for us to 1imagine the lack of
infrastructure that makes development so
difficult. In Wad Medani, Sudan's second largest
town, there are hardly any telephones; even the
fire-brigade doesn't have one! There are constant
shortages of funds and materials for every
project making the simplest operation agonisingly
frustrating.

As in so many countries, corruption is a
major problem, stifling development and feeding
off the difficulties. It's worth noting that the
roots of this corruption 1lie in materialism and
the pursuit of a Western 1lifestyle. 1In this
context the anti-Western nature of the Islamic
movement is more understandable. Our stories of
how we had faced up to dishonesty and drink
problems in our own lives made a big impact.

Following our visit to Sudan, a group of 4
of the Khartoum students that we had met came to
Britain in June. They comprised Zeidan, the
President of the Students Union, and three of his
student executive. Six Jordanian students from
Yarmouk University came at the same time.

It was challenging both in Sudan and back in
Britain to try and make deep friendships with
students whose culture was so different and in
some cases whose English was limitted. Even the
way I sat could give offense, because resting my
foot on my thigh meant that I showed the sole of
my foot to my neighbour, and that is the height
of bad manners! The thought that I had was that
language would only become a barrier if I allowed
1t to be, so I determined to keep my heart open
despite all the difficulties in conversation.

The experience of all of us was that when we
shared where we had been wrong, both personally
and nationally, hearts were opened, and
throughout a challenge was presented: A new world
starts with new people and we can each start with
ourself and put right what needs to be put right.

In these circumstances the quality of life
that we lead makes a big difference. It was a
constant battle to think first for our guests
when we arrived tired and hungry after a day on
the road. Touring Britain in two minibusses
(minibi?) accompanied by wild singing of Arabic
songs, Zeidan was struck by one of our party, a

conflict going
the American

f2
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retired civil engineer who for the last ten years
has given his time and the 1loan of his minibus
freely to make these trips possible. Throughggg
his time with us he hardly said a word, but
gave everything that he had and it did not .o
unnoticed.

Towards the end of our
about the reconciliation between France and
Germany after the second world war. It was a
devastating reminder to us all of the extent to
which Europe had suffered through conflict. The

trip we saw a film

last words and deepest message of the film were
- ‘"reconciliation begins with forgiveness".
Several of our guests wrote this down. Over the

next few days, I was twice approached by students
who asked for forgiveness for incidents earlier
in the trip.

So what is the thinking behind the Islamic
movement? Faced with some of the problems I have
described, they are people who look for a society
based on God's will. On this, our friends were
able to identify fully with MRA. As one of them
said "This is the way of God. It is the way for
all."

The vital difference with Moslems is that
the Koran lays down specific laws governing
society. As well as the punishments we hear about
are welfare services and a commitment to full

employment. There 1is also some of the most
advanced thinking anywhere on God's will n
banking and economic life.

Within the movement there are inevitably

differences in approach. On reflection I think
that you might compare them with those Christians
who look for social change through the radical
application of their faith. Here there is a broad
spectrum from the narrow intolerence of some to
the (hopefully) open hearted character of MRA.
But when the emphasis is on how we live up to our
faith rather than on how others 1live up to it
then the result has to be tolerence.

Sudan is a country with a major civil war.
It has also recently suffered famine in the North
and is still one of the worlds poorest countries.

Yet for all this our friends expressed hope and a
vision for the world that can be created when

Moslems and Christians alike start to fight for
it together under God's direction. This summer a
significant delegation came from Sudan to Caux.
Next year they hope many more will come. One of
the Sudanese in Caux was a Journalist from the
south who here renewed his decision not to become
bitter to the northerners.

Wars are caused by many things. This one has

elements of Christian / Moslem confrontation,
feelings of cultural superiority dating back to
colonial days and Superpower involvement

exploiting the resulting bitterness. Yet in our
friends we have seen the answers to all of these
factors. Their spirit if multiplied could bring
lasting peace and development to Sudan and to the

world.
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One of those who help to look after Caux all the year

round is Marie-Claude Borel.
speaking Swiss parents, she

the German part of Switzerland.
as a social worker, she came first to Caux.

available full-time for the
since 1954, Matthias Freitag

WHAT ARE THE THINGS YOU ARE PROUD

OF IN SWITZERLAND? H
Switzerland is a small country with
no natural resources. About 150
years ago, we were still, as you
would call it now, a
"developing country". But our
ancestors developed three main
qualities: imagination, hard work
and honesty. When you trace the

roots of how our industry and our
agriculture developed, you discover
that these qualities were applied.,

Life was often tough, but a lot
originated from the quality oﬂ
those people. So I am proud of;

this. And then I find the courage

and the vision of those who created
the Red Cross and Caux in
particular extremely challenging
and inspiring.

WHAT DID YOU WANT TO DO WITH YOUR
LIFE WHEN YOU WERE 1IN YOUR LATE
TEENS?

There were a lot of options open to
us, the war was over, the borders
were open again. We were motivated
to do something worthwhile with our
lives. Although 1in Switzerland we
didn't have the war, we had seen it
raging all around us. You felt you

wanted to do something for people[
or for nations. Somehow I felt the|
thing is to give your 1life for
people. That 1is why I wanted to

become a social worker. Otherwise I
would have liked to study music. |
ANY LINK BETWEEN YOUR

WAS THERE

STUDIES AND YOUR VISIT TO CAUX?
This was part of my studies, the
training college allowed me to
spend two months here in Caux as
part of my training.

WHAT DID YOU DO WHEN YOU HAD
FINISHED YOUR STUDIES?

I worked in psychiatry in an
industrial city. It was at a time

when the watch industry was in full
expansion,- everybody, especially
young people, earned a great deal
of money without having to learn a

trade. The consequence was that a
lot of them took everything for
granted in life and collapsed

morally or mentally when they faced
reality. When I came back to Caux
during my holidays I saw many
people there answering these kind
of problems in their own lives by
learning to turn to God, listen to
Him and obey Him. That interested
me very much.

YOU ARE ONE OF THOSE RESPONSIBLE
FOR CAUX. WHAT EXACTLY DO YOU DO?
In the last years 1 have been
responsible for the housekeeping,
helping to develop a team of women
from all over Switzerland and also
from many other countries to care
for the people who are entrusted to
us, to look after their rooms. At
the same time one cannot confine
oneself to that side only. There is
a challenge to constantly think out
into what 1is happening in the
buildings, what goes into the
meetings for example. It 1is a
responsibility without limits, and

Born 1in 1927 of French-
completed her schooling in
In 1946, while training
She has been
work of Moral Re—-Armament
interviewed her for FREEVAY.
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yet you have to limit your
activities to certain very concrete
things if you want to do them
efficiently.

YOU SPOKE ABOUT THE WOMEN WHO COME
AND HELP. WHY DO THEY COME AND HOW
DID YOU FORM THAT TEAM?

Many of them had already started to
come when Caux was created and then
others joined them. Very often,
especially in Switzerland, we feel
a lot about all that is happening
in the world but we don't know what
to do about it. We can give money,
and there are many opportunities
for that, yet taking responsibility
for this big centre gives you a
chance to do something very
practical for the world. And I
think that 1is what these women
appreciate. That 1is why they are
ready to make sacrifices for it. It
is a joy for them to come and we
find a lot of new things in working
together.

WHAT DOES FULL COMMITMENT MEAN TO
YOU?

I heard someone say that where God
crosses my will, and I choose God's

will, this is commitment. My
experience is that once one has
done that, one never turns back.

Sometimes one has to say to God: "I
don't know how to give you my will,
but here it is." Then He never lets
you down. !
HOW DID YOU FIRST COME TO WORK WITH
MADAME IRENE LAURE?

I had been invited to Sri Lanka and

I went there. That was in 1968.
When I was in Sri Lanka I heard
that Madame Laure was coming, she

had been invited there

- "India Arise". There

if I could translate
because she only speaks French. I
had never done that before, at
least not in public, and I wondered
what it would be like. So I started
to translate for her all over the
country, in many cities and
villages. I thought that would be
it. Then came an 1invitation to go
to Australia. So we went through

with a play
1 was asked
for her

Singapore, Indonesia, Malaysia, and
then to Australia and New Zealand.
This became a long journey which
lasted several months and then
years! But the interesting thing
was that, with one exeption, I was
always back in Caux for the summer
conference. And there I was taking
on the housekeeping. So the many
and long journeys did not mean that
I forgot my practical calling back
in Caux. And it meant finding the
money for each journey for both of
us all the time. But that would be
another story...

WHAT DO YOU DO WHEN YOU DON'T FEEL
LIKE GOING ON - OR YOU FEEL TIRED?
First, I am honest about it with
God, myself and sometimes friends
- I do not try to pretend that
these things "ought not to
happen™... But I also know by
experience that when you take the
next step something answers Yyour
frustration and your tiredness.
Letting it all break 1loose and
handing over to God the complete
control of the steering wheel
removes a lot of strain and
tiredness. And also God has lots of
suprises 1in store for us! His
affection is shown a multitude
of details: A meeting you,
offering help Jjust at the right
moment, or a Jjoke. Humour and joy
are part of God's provision for us!
YOU ARE VERY BUSY HERE IN THE
SUMMER IN CAUX. WHAT HAPPENS AT
OTHER TIMES DURING THE YEAR?

We who 1live here go to another
building (Villa Maria). We could
not stay here in winter because the
building i1s too big and expensive

in
friend

to heat. However we usually open it
after christmas for a short
conference. Caux is still a world
centre, we have a lot of |
correspondence and we have many|
visitors. There is also the
maintainance work all the year

round. A great deal of the running
of the summer conference depends on
how we live and what we experience
during the winter months.

WINTER VELCOME

HOW MANY OF YOU ARE THERE? ARE
THERE VARIOUS FAMILIES?
We usually have families. At the

moment we have three couples and
ten to fifteen other people staying
with us. One thing we have decided
is that we would 1like to welcome
more people of any age to live
alongside us during the winter and
spring, even if only for a few
weeks. They could take part in
whatever is going on here including
visits to other parts of
Switzerland.

COULD YOU TELL US MORE OF WHAT
HAPPENED IN CAUX OVER EASTER?

After Easter we had one week with
people of all ages, with very
different skills, who came to
repaint and repair things. They
worked eight hours a day, sometimes
in the rain. But they had great fun
in doing it. Many people came back
and spent a good part of the summer
with us. We would 1like to contiue
with this.
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One of FREEWAY's subscribers suggested that, as he felt many young people do not know
much about how MRA began, we should run a feature which gives some of the background
Rex Dilly has generously agreed to write this, and we

history - in an objective way.

offer here his first instalment.

Moral Re-Armament as it is known
today started in 1921 with the
decision of an American to resign
from his secure univeristy post,

Frank Buchman was invited bZ' 2
military member of the British
delegation to meet delegates to the
disarmament conference laking place
in Vashington, Hopes were high that
conferences and pacts would outlaw
war, Buchman was convinced that the
changes in people and their motives,
which he had seen happening in
different parts of the world, must be
brought to bear on vital issues of
the day, ‘“Unless we deal with human
nature thoroughly and drastically on
a national scale," he said, “nations
will follow their historic road to
violence and destruction,  You can
plan a new world on paper but you've
got to build it out of people,"

RESIGN, RESIGN!

As  the Washington-bound train
carried him through the night, the
thhm of the wheels seemed to echo

the voice in his heart: 'resign,
resign, resign’, By the time he
reached Vashington he had decided;

"You must make an untried experiment,
Step out alone" was the thought he
jotted down, _

Three months later he was in Oxford
neetin? a generation of students
recently returned from the horrors of
the First World War - disillusioned
and cynical, He listened to their
theories about life and told them of
people changing. He  answered
argunent  with ~ experience of a
transforming power, He gave them a
vision of how they could have a part
1n_changing the world,

Some of ‘the leading undergraduates
took his challenge and beqan to move
vith him,  "We are few," he said,
"but if we stick together and do only
vhat God tells us, we shall be used
to remake the world," '

Soon after, he was enlisting and
training eogle of every stratum of
society, to bring to their nations a
basic change in economic, socrial
national and international
relationships, all stemming from
personal change, .

The idea spread rapidly, Within a
few years it was attracting worldwide
public attention, A newspaper man
noting that many of those involve
came from Oxford University, called
them 'The Oxford Group', fhe nane

stuck, and was how the work was known
for the next decade,

193¢ was one of those watershed
years which have marked the history
of MRA, Garth Lean in his book Frank
Buchwan - A Life, writes: 'Buchman
entered 1938 with a renewed sense of
urgency, “I am trying to find an
approach that will %xve the message
more 1ntellx?ently o an age that
needs it, but is desperately afraid
of 1t," he wrote at the time, He was
looking for a thought that was simple
enough for millions to grasp and
realistic enough for national leaders
to put forward, He also wanted to

shake those who, havin? found rich,

personal experience of faith through
the Oxford Group, were hug ing it to
themselves, and to persuade them to
enter the struggle to answer the
problems of the wider world,'

The seed thought that he was
seeking came to him from a Swedish
Socialist author, Harry Blomberg,
Thinking of all the Swedish steel
that was going to the countries of
Euroge for their armaments,
Blom er?'s vision was "Sweden - the
reconciler of the nations, We must
rearm morally,"

VALK IN THE BLACK FOREST

Buchman was spending a few days
guietly in the Black Forest 1n
ermany, preparing for the next moves
in  Britain, when this idea of
Blonber%'s kept recurring in his
mind, As he walked in the forest one
afternoon, the thought came with
renewed force: "Moral and spiritual
re-armament, moral and spiritual re-
armament, The next great move in the
world will be a movement of moral re-
armament for all nations,"

So Moral Re-Armament was born and
Buchman launched it to the world in a
speech before 3000 people in London's
East Ham Town Hall,

Behind all this lay years of
Fpeparatxon in Buchman's own life,

irst was his  own Sfiritual
exgerience which changed his life,

n completing his theological
studies, Buchman flun% himself “into
sorial work in the most deprived area
of Philadelphia, He was convinced
that "the Church of Jesus Christ
needs to be in closest touch with the
needs of men," He founded a hospice
for poor boys, These were hagey and
rewarding days until a comnittee of
businessmen who ran the finances said

that he must reduce the food he was
?rovxding to the boys, He protested,
here was deadlock and he resigned,
He was so bitter that he beécame

physically ill,
MEDITERRANEAN CRUISE

Doctors diagnosed his case as one
of extreme exhaustion, He set off
for a rest on a Mediterranean truise,
But this did not 1ift the burden that
weighed heavil{ upon him, *I can
never forgive these men," he told a
fellow passen?er,

He eventually found his way to
Britain where a convention was taking
place in Keswick, The bi% neetln%s
did not mean much to Bim, e
attended a small church where 17
people were present, There was a
woman talkinP about the Cross,

He has frequently related what
happened there, as on one octasion
when addressing hundreds of miners in
the German Ruhr: "For the first time
I sav myself with all my pride, my
selfishness, my failure and my sin,
'I' was the centre of my own life,
If 1 were to be different, then the
bxg 'I' had to be crossed out,

I say the resentments [ had
against six men standing out like
tombstones in my heart,

I asked God to change me, and he
told me to put things right with
those six men, I obeYed od, and
wrote six letters of apology,

That same day God used me to change
another man's life, I saw that when
I obeyed God, miracles happened, I
learnt the ‘truth that when man
listens, God speaks; when man obeys,
God acts; when men change, nations
change.

"That was the revolutionary path I
set ny feet on forty-two years ago
which millions are treading now, an
on which I challenge you fo join me
today,"

Then came several Kears in an
American university which Buchman
called "the laboratory that made
possible" the great advances in the
world, He was asked to come to Penn
State College to see whether he could
do anything to settle the differences
between the faculty and the students
who did not seem to wunderstand
eachother,  One of the Board of
Trustees was worried, There was a
student strike, The atmosphere was
agnostlc and the Board member thought
that Buchman could find a solution,

X To be continued %
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‘Mapely having an open mind is nothing; the object of opening the mind, as of opening the mouth, is to
shut i{ again on something solid," (G, K, Cheséerton)

"7 highbrow is the kind of person who looks at a sausage and thinks of Picasso,"  (4,F, Herbert)

"I fell asleep reading a dull book, and I dreant that I was dreaming on, so I awoke from sheer boredom,"
(Heinrich Herne)

"Men occasionally stumble over the truth, but most of them pick themselves up and hurry off as if nothing
had happenad,"  (Winston Churchill)

Two signs sgotted in the rear window of a car in
Leeds; ~ "Put your trust in the Lord" - and balow
it; "This car is protected by Krooklok*,

(from the 'Financial Tipes')
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A letter to 'The Times' from the Reverspd Canon
R.J, Halliburton; “Sir, 1 was greatly reassurad
to discover that mz attempt to relate the Chris-
tian religion to the modern world has not been
wholly in vain when a parishioner rang recently Yo
ask for 'the Relevant Halliburton', "
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Fart of the Instructions for a Fujika (Japapsss)
kerosene heater found on sale in Cyprus: “Fuel
will not leak, even though this heater is iurned
over - but it is, of course, better not to be
upset,  If it should be turned over, put it
upright without losing self-control,”




NEW WORLD NEWS
"A New VWorld in the Making"
“This extra-special 24-page colour edition of the fortnightly
“New World News” carries a full report of this summer's

conferences in Caux,  Something to use with your friends!:

Copies (costing 95 pence) are obtainable from:
New World News,” 12 Falace Stregt, London SWIE SJF,

LR EY SR URYSS P EESS
"For those who want to understand
the forces that run the world
and have a part in changing them"

at Tirley Garth
28 December 1986 to 4 January 1887

or
19 April to 26 April 13987

for more information, write to:
Chris Evans, Tirley Garth, Tarporley, Cheshire CU6 OLZ, UK
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FREEWAY will be published five times a year, approximately at the
beginning of October, December, February, April and June,

The deadline for the next (December) issue, is & November 1986,
Please send your letters, news, articles, humour, etc,, to:

FREEWAY
69 Victoria Road
OxfordU%XZ 7G

{Tel: 0865/57896)

The annual subscription rate is £4
or US$6, Swiss Francs 10, DM13, FF45, SEK 45
- or equivalent.



