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" W h y  n o t  l e t  G o d  r u n  t h e  w o r l d ? "



FIFTY YEARS AGO WHEN FRANK BUCHMAN LAUNCHED MORAL RE—ARMAMENT,

i t  was i n  response t o  t h e  d i r e  wor ld  s i t ua t i on  a t  t h a t  t ime.  'The  wor ld 's
condition cannot  b u t  cause d i squ ie t  and  anx ie t y, '  h e  wrote.  ' H o s t i l i t y  p i les
up between na t i on  and  na t ion ,  l abou r  and  cap i ta l ,  c lass a n d  class. The  cos t
of b i t terness and  f e a r  mounts d a i l y. '

Recently I  s ta r ted  t o  t h i n k  o f  some para l le ls  between 1938 and  1988.
There a re  severa l  — unemployment, s tock—market crashes, a  growing
economic imbalance between countr ies,  growing inequa l i t ies  w i t h i n  countr ies,
and po l i t i ca l  po lar isat ion  w i t h  a  renewed in te res t  i n  marxism and extreme—
right ideologies.

In t h e  Sov ie t  Union, M i kha i l  Gorbachev i s  faced w i t h  t h e  core—problem
of marxism — t h a t  slogans and  exhor ta t ions  do  n o t  change people and
produce a  sel f less mot i va t ion .  I n  t h e  USA I v a n  Boesky, who  remains a
wealthy man i n  h i s  p r i son  ce l l ,  demonstrates t h e  core problem o f  capi ta l ism
— t h a t  greed, a  powerfu l  mot iva to r,  i n e v i t a b l y  leads t o  exp lo i ta t ion  no
matter how s t r i c t l y  i t  i s  contro l led.

Buchman saw Mora l  Re—Armament as  a  f u r t h e r  ideological  dimension —
the element o f  people changing, becoming more honest,  pure ,  unse l f i sh  a n d
loving. I n  t h i s  sense, i t  d i d n ' t  s t a r t  i n  1938 b u t  had been around as  long
as mankind,  a n d  i t  wasn ' t  Buchman's p roper ty,  i t  was God's.

In t h i s  cen tu ry,  t h e  re ins  o f  government have  increas ing ly  been taken
out o f  t he  hands o f  despot ic i nd i v idua ls  and  g i ven  t o  t h e  masses, so  why
has i t  t u rned  o u t  t o  be  t h e  most  b loody ye t?  I s  i t  l i nked  w i t h  a  general
deadening o f  conscience? Why i s  o u r  cen tu ry  so lack ing  i n  f a i t h ?  People
say t h a t  re l ig ion  i s  unsc ien t i f i c .  T h a t  may be  p a r t  o f  t he  answer,  b u t  i n
fact many o f  t he  t o p  phys ic is ts  i n  t h e  wor ld  now say  t h a t  i t  i s  impossible
to understand t h e  existence o f  t he  un iverse  w i t h o u t  be l iev ing  i n  God.

Buchman f e l t  t h a t  t h e  r e a l  reason l a y  elsewhere. F a i t h  and  moral
values go  together,  a n d  t h e  l i n k  between them had  been broken.  God's h o l y
laws h a d  been replaced b y  a  moral  r e l a t i v i t y  dependent on  w h a t  soc ie ty
deemed acceptable a t  t h a t  t ime.  C h r i s t  t a u g h t  p u r i t y  i n  mat te rs  o f  sex. One
man — one  woman — f o r  l i f e .  B u t  now people were say ing  t h a t  sex  i s  a
natural  u rge and  shou ldn ' t  be  resisted.  A n d  before long  we  have  I v a n
Boesky a n d  o thers  say ing  t h a t  greed i s  a  n a t u r a l  urge and  shou ldn ' t  be
resisted.

Arrogant super io r i t y  and  ha t red  a re  a lso na tu ra l  urges.  To  g i ve  i n t o
every tempta t ion  i s  t o  deny  God t h e  power  t o  change y o u  and fo rg i ve  you.
The reason people don ' t  see t h i s ,  according t o  Buchman, i s  t h a t  " s i n
blinds, deafens and  deadens".

When I  s ta r ted  t o  f i n d  a  f a i t h ,  i t  was l i n k e d  w i t h  a  measuring o f  my
l i fe aga ins t  absolute mora l  standards.  I t  meant s topping a  wrong
relat ionship. I t  meant pay ing  back  money. I t  meant  be ing honest  w i t h  m y
parents. T h e  d i r t  was c leared a n d  I  cou ld  see and  hear.  B u t  o f  course i t
soon s ta r ted  coming back aga in  and  w i t h o u t  a  regu la r  scour ing my range o f
vision i s  qu i ck l y  down t o  a  f ew  metres.

In t h e  1930s MRA was  o f t e n  a  rev i t a l i sa t i on  o f  f a i t h  b y  app ly ing  mora l
standards. I n  t h e  even more secu lar  1980s where a  need f o r  mora l i t y  i s
more genera l l y  accepted, w e  mus t  n o t  f o rge t  t h e  l i n k  between mora l i t y  and
fai th.  You  d o n ' t  ge t  one w i t h o u t  t h e  o ther.
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TOLIZOBE TOO
by Jercen Gunning

OF L AT E  I ' V E  BEEN A  B I T  d i s a p p o i n t e d
about m y s e l f ,  a b o u t  t h e  way  my i d e a s  f o r
D e l f t  w o r k e d  o u t ,  o r  r a t h e r  d i d n ' t  w o r k
out .  I  d i d n ' t  h a v e  t h e  f i r e  w i t h i n  me t o
'change t h e  w o r l d ' ,  m y  i n s p i r a t i o n
seemed t o  d r y  u p  r a p i d l y .  W h e n  s h a r i n g
these t h o u g h t s  w i t h  a  f r i e n d ,  h e  made me
r e a l i s e  t h a t ,  b e c a u s e  o f  m y  o v e r - b u s y
l i f e ,  I  d i d n ' t  h a v e  t i m e  t o  c a r e  f o r
people o r  e v e n  t o  t a l k  d e e p l y  w i t h  t hem.
I t  i s  s o  e a s y  t o  m a k e  y o u r s e l f  b u s y  -
you j u s t  s a y  ' y e s '  t o  e v e r y t h i n g ,  a n d
you e n d  u p  p l a y i n g  t h e  v i o l i n  i n  f o u r
o r c h e s t r a s  a n d  a c t i n g  a s  t r e a s u r e r  t o
two c o m m i t t e e s .  A n d  t o  y o u r  f r i e n d s  y o u
say ' n o ' ,  b e c a u s e  y o u  s t i l l  ' h a v e  t o '  d o
so many t h i n g s .

I w a n t  t o  d o  t h i n g s  p e r f e c t l y ,  m a i n l y
out o f  s e l f - s a t i s f a c t i o n  a n d  t h e r e f o r e
spend much t i m e  o n  them.  Whereas  I  c o u l d
do t h i n g s  q u i c k e r  -  e v e n  l e s s  p e r f e c t l y
-  a n d  g i v e  m o r e  t i m e  t o  c a r i n g  f o r
people.  I t  i s  a  c h o i c e  o f  p r i o r i t y :
t h i n g s  f i r s t ,  o r  f r i e n d s  f i r s t .  I t
became q u i t e  c l e a r  t o  m e  t h a t  p a r t  o f
the r e a s o n  f o r  d r i e d - u p  i n s p i r a t i o n  w a s
lack o f  c a r e  a n d  t i m e  f o r  f r i e n d s .

Dur ing  a n o t h e r  q u i e t  t i m e  I  r e a d  a b o u t
Buchman s a y i n g ,  ' D o n ' t  t h i n k  a v o i d i n g
s i n s  i s  t h e  g o a l  o f  l i f e ' .  T h i s  w e n t
r i g h t  t o  t h e  h e a r t ,  f o r  I  s a w  t h a t  I  h a d
become a  M R A - r o b o t :  I  h a d  m a d e  m y s e l f
r u l e s  b a s e d  o n  MRA p r i n c i p l e s ,  t r i e d  t o
l i v e  t h e m  o u t  a n d  d i s a p p r o v e d  o f  a l l  who
d i d n ' t .

I r e m e m b e r e d  S t  F r a n c i s  a c c e p t i n g  a
mountain a s  h i s  p r o p e r t y  -  t o t a l l y

Am, a g a i n s t  h i s  p r i n c i p l e  o f  p o v e r t y  -
because G o d  w a n t e d  h i m  t o .  H e  h a d
a l r e a d y  p u t  a s i d e  r i c h e s  a n d  s e c u r i t y
and e v e n  s e l f ,  a n d  f i n a l l y  h e  h a d  t o  p u t
as ide  h i s  p r i n c i p l e s ,  a l l  f o r  t h e  s a k e
of  l e t t i n g  i n  G o d ' s  w i l l .

Here w a s  a n o t h e r  r e a s o n  f o r  d r i e d - u p
i n s p i r a t i o n :  l e t t i n g  p r i n c i p l e s  a n d
r u l e s  s p e a k  t o  me, i n s t e a d  o f  t h e  Sou rce
i t s e l f .  T h i s  i s  v e r y  h a r d  f o r  me,  f o r  I
l i k e  t h i n g s  w e l l  d e f i n e d ,  e a s y  t o
unders tand.  A n d  G o d  i s n ' t  e a s i l y  u n d e r -
s tood,  e v e n  n o t  m e a n t  t o  b e  u n d e r s t o o d .
I t  i s  g i v i n g  t h e  s t e e r i n g  whee l  i n t o  t h e
hands o f  a  c o m p u t e r  y o u  m o r e  o r  l e s s
unders tand,  o r  g i v i n g  i t  t o  a  P e r s o n
whom y o u  c a n  t r u s t ,  b u t  w h o s e  e n t i r e
p lan  y o u  d o n ' t  know.  I  h a v e  y e t  t o  l e a r n
to b e  d r i v e n  a r o u n d  p e a c e f u l l y ,  i n s t e a d
of  i n t e r f e r i n g  a l l  t h e  t i m e .  B u t  I
b e l i e v e  t h a t  h e r e  t o o  a p p l i e s ,  ' d a r e  t o
go f a r  enough  f o r  f u n ' .

L i f e  w e n t  o n ,  a n d  l o o k i n g  f r o m  t h e
o u t s i d e  p e r h a p s  n o t h i n g  h a d  changed ,  b u t
somehow I  f e l t  d i f f e r e n t .  H a v i n g  a
q u i e t - t i m e  s e e m e d  t o  m a k e  s e n s e  a g a i n ,
i n s p i r a t i o n  came b a c k  a n d ,  w e l l ,  t h e  s u n
seemed t o  b e  s h i n i n g  -  e v e n  i n  r a i n y
Ho l land !  B u t  t h e n ,  m y  m i n d  w a s  s o  i n -

ffilME1111

s p i r e d  i t  d i d n ' t  s t o p  p o u r i n g  o u t  my  own
ideas w h e n  I  t r i e d  t o  h e a r  t h a t  i n n e r
vo ice .  H o w e v e r ,  f i n a l l y  a  t h o u g h t  c a m e
through,  i n s p i r e d  b y  P a u l  C a m p b e l l
w r i t i n g ,  ' T h e  s e c r e t  o f  c h a n g i n g  p e o p l e
i s  t o  g e t  t h e m  t o  l i s t e n  t o  t h e i r  i n n e r
v o i c e . '  T h a t  m e a n t ,  n o t  t o  m y  v o i c e ,
e x p l a i n i n g  a n d  a r g u i n g .  T a l k i n g  t o o  much
i s  a  s i n ,  f o r  i t  c e n t r e s  e v e r y t h i n g  s o
much o n  y o u  t h a t  y o u  d o n ' t  h e a r  a n d  s e e
the needs  o f  y o u r  f r i e n d s .

The d a y  a f t e r ,  a  g o o d  f r i e n d  came b y ,
in  b i g  t r o u b l e ,  s e e i n g  n o  s o l u t i o n .  T h e
f i r s t  t h i n g  I  w a n t e d  t o  d o  w a s  t o  t e l l
him w h a t  I  w o u l d  d o .  B u t  t h e n  I
remembered t h e  ' l i s t e n '  t h o u g h t  a n d  k e p t
q u i e t .  H e  p o u r e d  o u t  h i s  h e a r t ,  I
suggested w e  b e  q u i e t  a n d ,  w o n d e r f u l l y ,
c l e a r  t h o u g h t s  c a m e  t o  h i m  o n  w h a t  t o
do, a n d  h e  w e n t  a w a y  w i t h  a t  l e a s t  some
l i g h t  i n  h i s  h e a r t .

A f t e r w a r d s  i t  t u r n e d  o u t  t o  b e  n o t
enough l i g h t ,  b u t  t h i s  e x p e r i e n c e  showed
me t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  l i s t e n i n g ,  j u m p i n g
in  w h e r e  needed ,  w i t h  a n  o p e n  h e a r t .  A s
t h i s  i s  t h e  o n l y  e x p e r i e n c e  s o  f a r .  I ' m
a f r a i d  I ' m  s t i l l  t a l k i n g  t o o  m u c h  a n d
w i l l  h a v e  t o  g o  a  l o n g  w a y  t o  l e a r n  t o
keep t h e s e  j a w s  s h u t . . . .

In t h e  C i t y
they s e l l  a n d  b u y,
and nobody  e v e r
asks t h e m  why.

But s i n c e  i t  c o n t e n t s  t h e m
to b u y  a n d  s e l l ,
God f o r g i v e  t h e m !
They m i g h t  a s  w e l l .

Humbert W o l f e



by Alan Ch.anner
I WAKE EVERY NIGHT w i t h  a  m o u t h  l i k e  a
d ry  s p o n g e  a n d  g r o p e  f o r  t h e  w a t e r
b o t t l e .  E m e r g i n g  i n t o  c o n s c i o u s n e s s
o f t e n  i n t e r r u p t s  d r e a m s  o f  f a m i l i a r
f r i e n d s  a n d  p l a c e s ,  a n d  s o m e t i m e s  p r o -
duces a  v a g u e l y  u n c o m f o r t a b l e  r e a l i s a -
t i o n ;  s o m e t h i n g  l i k e ,  " O h  God, I ' m  s t i l l
he re " .  B u t  t h e  b r i g h t  m o o n l i g h t  s h i m m e r s
in  t h e  g e n t l y  w a v i n g  p a l m  f r o n d s  a n d  t h e
ocean r o a r s  o v e r  t h e  r e e f  ( I  c a n  s e e  t h e
s u r f l i n e  f r o m  m y  b e d ) .  S o  I  j u s t  g u l p
the w a t e r  a n d  c o l l a p s e  a g a i n  o n t o  t h e
sweaty s h e e t .

S t i l l  h e r e  i n  T u v a l u ,  t h a t  i s ,  o n  a
c o r a l  a t o l l  i n  t h e  P a c i f i c ,  2 0 0 0  m i l e s
f rom A u s t r a l i a  a s  n o  c r o w  f l i e s .  D o i n g
what, i s  t h e  q u e s t i o n  I  o f t e n  a s k
myse l f .  T o  b e  f r a n k ,  n o t  m u c h .  I t ' s
the b e s t  w a y  o f  c o p i n g  w i t h  a  c l i m a t e
where, e v e n  i n  t h e  s h a d e ,  s w e a t  c a n  r u n
down y o u r  s t o m a c h  l i k e  r a i n d r o p s  o n  a
window p a n e .  B u t  d u r i n g  o c c a s i o n a l
moments i n  t h e  d a y,  I  t e n d  t o  mess a b o u t
w i t h  s a m p l e s  o f  s o i l  a n d  s i e v e s ,
p i p e t t e s  a n d  m i c r o s c o p e s ;  a n d  f o r  a  f e w
hours  i n  t h e  e a r l y  m o r n i n g  may b e  o u t  i n
the f i e l d  w i t h  t w o  e a g e r  a s s i s t a n t s ,
p r e p a r i n g  e x p e r i m e n t a l  p l o t s  f o r
tomatoes a n d ,  p o s s i b l y ,  t h e  c o n t r o l  o f
nematodes.

By m i d - m o r n i n g  o n e  o f  t h e  T u v a l u a n s
has c l i m b e d  a  c o c o n u t  t r e e  a n d  we c a n  b e
found r e c l i n i n g  i n  t h e  u n d e r g r o w t h ,
d r i n k i n g  t w o  n u t s  e a c h .  T h e n ,  u n l e s s
i t ' s  c l o u d y ,  a l l  f i e l d w o r k  b o w s  t o  t h e
e q u a t o r i a l  s u n  -  a n d  c e a s e s .

But I ' m  o n l y  j u s t  m a k i n g  i t .  T h e s e
a t o l l s  a r e  e x t r a o r d i n a r i l y  r e m o t e  a n d  I
f e e l  l i k e  a  f r a g i l e  p u p p e t ,  d a n g l i n g

here f r o m  a  v e r y  f i n e  w i r e .  I n  a  s e n s e ,
the w i r e  I  t h o u g h t  I ' d  b e  r e l y i n g  o n  h a s
a l r e a d y  b r o k e n .

I c a m e  v i a  S y d n e y  a n d  a t t e n d e d  a
weekly  t i m e  o f  s h a r i n g  t h e r e  i n  t h e  MRA
o f f i c e .  S o m e o n e  s p o k e  o f  " b e i n g
b roken" .  I  f o u n d  t h e  c o n c e p t  f r e s h  a n d
wro te  d o w n ,  " a l l o w  y o u r s e l f  t o  b e
b roken" .  I  s a i d  I  w a s  t r a v e l l i n g  t o
Tuva lu  v u l n e r a b l e ,  b e i n g  p r o n e  t o
m i g r a i n e  w h i c h  c o u l d  b e  r e c u r r e n t  a n d
c r i p p l i n g ,  b u t  t h a t  p e r h a p s  t h i s  h a d  i t s
advantages,  s i n c e  i t  m e a n t  r e l y i n g  m o r e
c l o s e l y  o n  G o d ,  t r u s t i n g  t h a t  H e  h a d
ass igned  m e  t o  t h e  v e n t u r e  a n d  t h a t  H e
would g i v e  t h e  w e l l - b e i n g  t o  u n d e r t a k e
i t .

However, w h e n  t h e  o l d  e i g h t - s e a t e r
p lane  t o u c h e d  d o w n  o n  F u n a f u t i ,  t h e
c a p i t a l  i s l a n d  o f  T u v a l u ,  w e l l T b e i n g
seemed t o  h a v e  b e e n  l e f t  b e h i n d . . .  T h e
axe o f  m i g r a i n e  s t r u c k  a n d  l o d g e d  a b o v e
my e y e  f o r  d a y s .  " J u s t  a  r e a c t i o n "  t o
the i n c e s s a n t ,  h u m i d  h e a t  a n d  t h e  f i e r c e
g l a r e o f  t h e  o v e r h e a d  s u n ,  p e r h a p s ;  b u t

l angu i shed  a w a y  t o r r i d ,  d r a g g i n g
a f t e r n o o n s  o n  my b e d ,  m i n d  r e e l i n g :

" T r a v e l l e d  t o  t h e  o p p o s i t e  s i d e  o f  t h e
wor ld ,  e x p e n s e s  p a i d . . .  S o  many p r e p a r -
a t i o n s ,  s o  m u c h  h e l p  f r o m  s o  many  p e o -
p le ,  a l l  t h a t  e x p e c t a t i o n . . . f o r  t h i s ? "

I t  seemed  a s  i f  a l l  t h e  l i n k s  i n  t h e
cha in  o f  t h e  t a s k  h a d  h e l d ,  e x c e p t . . .
"He g o t  t h e r e  b u t  w a s  s i c k . . . s o
accompl i shed  n o t h i n g . . . c o u l d n ' t  t a k e  t h e
c l i m a t e . . . w a s t e  o f  m o n e y . . . d o n ' t  s e n d
him a g a i n , "  . . . . o n e .  M e .  I  f e l t
broken.

"Ns



And y e t ,  u n e x p e c t e d l y ,  f r o m  t h e
brokenness emerged a  s e n s e  o f  peace :

" I f  s o m e t h i n g  i s  t h e  w a y  G o d  i n t e n d s
i t ,  h o w  c a n  y o u  w o r r y ?  G o d  i s n ' t  w r o n g .
Th is  v e n t u r e  i s  n o t  f o r  y o u r  b e n e f i t .
Admit y o u r  w e a k n e s s ;  p g  b r o k e n ;  e n j o y
the p r i v i l e g e  o f  d o i n g  t h i n g s  i n  G o d ' s
s t r e n g t h ,  n o t  y o u r  own,  a n d  g o  o n . "

So I  w r i t e  t h i s  f r o m  Va i t u p u ,  t h e  o n l y
f o r e i g n e r  o n  t h e  i s l a n d ,  w h i c h  i s  s i x
m i l es  l o n g  b y  o n e  m i l e  a t  t h e  w i d e s t ,
and s e v e n  h o u r s  b y  s e a  f r o m  F u n a f u t i .
The o n e  s h i p ,  w h i c h  m u s t  s e r v e  n i n e
i s l a n d s  h u n d r e d s  o f  m i l e s  a p a r t ,  c a l l s

' i r r e g u l a r l y  ( i t  w a s  l a s t  h e r e  f o u r  weeks
ago),  a s  e x i g e n c i e s  d i c t a t e  a n d  w e a t h e r
pe rm i t s .

Weather i s  n o t  p e r m i t t i n g  a t  t h e
moment. N i g h t  a f t e r  n i g h t  t h e  b u l l e t i n
f rom F i j i  i s  t h e  s a m e :  " A  s t r o n g  w i n d
warn ing i s  i n  f o r c e . . . a  d a m a g i n g  s w e l l

" k w a r n i n g  i s  i n  f o r c e . . .  f o r  T u v a l u . "  S o
the s h i p  c a n ' t  make t h e  c r o s s i n g ;  o r ,  a t
l e a s t ,  i t  c a n ' t  o f f - l o a d  o v e r  t h e  r e e f .

We've r u n  o u t  o f  k e r o s e n e .  I  w a s
a l l owed  a  r o y a l  r a t i o n ,  t y p i c a l  o f
i s l a n d e r  g e n e r o s i t y  t o  t h e  f o r e i g n
guest ,  b u t  t h a t  h a s  n o w  d w i n d l e d .  M y
f r i d g e  i s  o f f .  M y  h u r r i c a n e - l amp  b u r n i n g
on l o w  w o u l d  h a v e  l a s t e d  a n o t h e r  w e e k . . .
but  f o r t u n a t e l y  m y  g e n e r a t o r  h a s  j u s t
been mended.

In f a c t ,  f o r t u n e  h a s  s m i l e d  i n  m a n y
ways. A b o v e  a l l  t h e  l o c a l s  h a v e
p rov ided  w o n d e r f u l l y ,  a p p e a r i n g

n o n c h a l a n t l y  w i t h  a  c h i c k e n  o r  f l y i n g -
f i s h ,  c o c o n u t s ,  s w e e t  p o t a t o e s ,
b r e a d f r u i t  o r  v e g e t a b l e ,  p o t s  a n d  p a n s ,
bowls a n d  p l a t e s .

I e n j o y  t h e  company o f  m y  c o l l e a g u e s .
One, f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  t a k e s  m e  f i s h i n g  o n
the r e e f ,  w h e r e  h e  l e a p s  o v e r  g a p i n g
octopus- l a i r  chasms  t o  h u r l  a  t h r o w i n g -
net  i n t o  j u s t  t h e  s o r t  o f  w a v e  t h a t
b r i n g s  u p  f i s h  f r o m  t h e  w i l d  o c e a n .  H e
despatches a n d  g u t s  t h e  c a t c h  w i t h  h i s
t ee th ,  a n d  we  e a t  t h e  o v a r i e s  r a w  i n  t h e
sunset- r e d d e n i n g  s h a l l o w s .

Another  c o l l e a g u e  d i d  a  y e a r ' s  c o u r s e
in  E n g l a n d ,  w h e r e  w e  l i v e d  o n  t h e  same
s t r e e t .  H e  c h o s e  n e m a t o l o g y  a s  h i s  s p e -
c i a l  t o p i c  a n d  h i s  g r e a t  g r a n d f a t h e r  was
a D a n e ,  t h e  s k i p p e r  o f  a  w h a l i n g  s h i p
who s e t t l e d  f o r  t h e  a t o l l  e x i s t e n c e .

So, w i t h  t h e  h e l p  o f  t h e s e  f r i e n d s ,
I ' m  s u r v i v i n g  a n d  G o d ' s  p l a n  seems t o  b e
u n f o l d i n g .  T h e  h e a d a c h e s  c o m e  l e s s
o f t e n .

Sometimes, o n  s t i l l  n i g h t s ,  I  t a k e  u p
my s t r a w -mat  a n d  w a t e r  b o t t l e ,  t o  s l e e p
on t h e  l o n g  e m p t y  b e a c h .  T h e  l i g h t
breeze w h i s p e r s  t h e  s w e a t  o f f  y o u r  s k i n ,
the s h o o t i n g - s t a r s  d a r t  l i k e  f l y i n g - f i s h
through t h e  c o n s t e l l a t i o n s ,  t h e n  t h e
east  g l o w s ,  t h e  b r i g h t  m o o n  r i s e s  a n d
you j u s t  s i t  u p  t o  w a t c h  t h e  r o a r i n g
s u r f  b u r s t  o v e r  t h e  r e e f  i n  t h e
moon l i gh t .  A n d  w h e n ,  f o r  s o m e  r e a s o n ,
you s t i r  f r o m  s l e e p ,  y o u  t h i n k  s o m e t h i n g
l i k e ,  " O h  God,  h e r e  I  a m  i n  a  w o n d e r f u l
w o r l d . "
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p r o P L I E  b y  Peter Everington

PHILIPPE LASSERRE AND PETER EVERINGTON w e r e  r e c e n t l y  i n  Sudan  F o r  t w o  weeks .  P h i l i p p e
has p l a y e d  a  b i g  p a r t  i n  t h e  r e c e p t i o n  a n d  t r a n s l a t i o n  s e r v i c e  a t  C a u x  o v e r  many y e a r s ,
bes ides  h i s  w o r k  i n  F r a n c e .  P e t e r  t a u g h t  f o r  e i g h t  v e a r s  i n  Sudan .  H e  h e l p s  a r r a n g e
v i s i t s  b y  A r a b  s t u d e n t s  t o  C a u x  a n d  T i r l e y ,  a n d  b y  k u r o p e a n  s t u d e n t s  t o  Sudan,  E g y p t
and J o r d a n .

WHEN A N  IMPERIAL POWER WITHDRAWS, t h e
peoples t h a t  w e r e  u n d e r  i t  h a v e  t o  w o r k
out  a  new  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  e a c h  o t h e r .

T h i s  h a s  b e e n  s o  f o r  t h e  B a l k a n
peop les  w h o  w e r e  o n c e  p a r t  o f  t h e
A u s t r i a n  E m p i r e ,  t h e  M i d d l e  E a s t
communi t ies  w h o  w e r e  u n d e r  t h e  O t tomans ,
and t h e  A f r i c a n  c o u n t r i e s  t h a t  w e r e  p a r t
o f  t h e  F r e n c h ,  B r i t i s h ,  B e l g i a n  a n d
o t h e r  e m p i r e s .

The n e w e r  s t a t e s  e x p e r i e n c e  t h e  s a m e
r i v a l r i e s  w i t h i n  a n d  b e t w e e n  t h e m  a s
o t h e r  s o v e r e i g n  c o u n t r i e s  l i k e  S p a i n ,
the N e t h e r l a n d s ,  F r a n c e  a n d  B r i t a i n  h a v e
known f o r  c e n t u r i e s .

Many o f  u s  i n  Caux  i n  Summer 1 9 8 7  s a w
t h i s  d i v e r s i t y  i l l u s t r a t e d  b y  M u i z z ,
Omer, T a y e b ,  M u s l i m  A r a b s  f r o m  N o r t h
Sudan, a n d  J o s e p h  a n d  Mayen ,  C h r i s t i a n
A f r i c a n s  f r o m  y o u t h  S u d a n .  T h e i r  t w o
areas a r e  l o c k e d  i n  c i v i l  w a r  f o r  t h e
second t i m e  i n  S u d a n ' s  3 2  y e a r s  o f
independence f r o m  A n g l o - E g y p t i a n  r u l e .
At C a u x  M u i z z  a n d  M a y e n  p r e s e n t e d  a
memorable s k e t c h  s y m b o l i s i n g  t h e i r
d e t e r m i n a t i o n  t o  b r i n g  t h e i r  p e o p l e s
t o g e t h e r.

Both a r e  i n  t h e  L a w  F a c u l t y  o f
Khartoum U n i v e r s i t y .  M u i z z  u s e d  t o  b e
known a s  a  w i t h d r a w n  c h a r a c t e r .  B u t  when
he g o t  b a c k  f r o m  Caux  h e  s u r p r i s e d  t h e
s t u d e n t s  b y  t h e  o p e n h e a r t e d  w a y  h e
g ree ted  t h e m  d a y  b y  d a y .  M a y e n  o n  h i s
r e t u r n  f r o m  S w i t z e r l a n d  w e n t  s t r a i g h t  t o
a p o l o g i s e  t o  a n  o l d e r  b r o t h e r  w i t h  whom
he h a d  q u a r r e l l e d  f u r i o u s l y .

The d i v i s i o n  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y  i s  s u c h
tha t  S o u t h e r n  s t u d e n t s  a t  K h a r t o u m
U n i v e r s i t y  d o  n o t  n o r m a l l y  t a l k  w i t h
N o r t h e r n e r s .  T h e  c o m r a d e s h i p  b e t w e e n
Muizz a n d  t v i a y e n  i s  a l l  t h e  m o r e
s t r i k i n g .  E a c h  i s  c r i t i c i s e d  b y  some o f
h i s  commun i t y.

These t w o  s t u d e n t s  w e r e  b r o u g h t  t o
Caux b y  a  t h i r d  L a w  s t u d e n t ,  M a j i d ,  w h o
i s  n o w  a  j o u r n a l i s t .  O n  2 7  J a n u a r y  i n
Khartoum t h e  C o u n c i l  o f  t h e  S t u d e n t s
Union g a v e  a  r e c e p t i o n  a t  w h i c h  P h i l i p p e
and I  w e r e  t h e  g u e s t s .  M a j i d  g a v e  a n
i n t r o d u c t o r y  t a l k  o n  M o r a l  R e -Armament,
t e l l i n g  o f  h i s  v i s i t s  t o  T i r l e y  a n d  Caux
w i t h  o t h e r  Sudanese.

' F o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e , '  M a j i d  s a i d ,  ' w e
heard a  We s t e r n e r  a s k  f o r  h e l p  t o  change
h i m s e l f  a n d  h i s  c o u n t r y .  U p  t o  t h e n  w e
f e l t  E u r o p e a n s  assumed t h a t  t h e  Wes t  was
the o n l y  d i r e c t i o n  t o  l o o k  t o .  W e  a r e
a l l  i n  n e e d  o f  c h a n g e  o u r s e l v e s ,  o u r
n a t i o n ,  a n d  t h e  w o r l d .  T h i s  c a n  o n l y  b e
done o n  t h e  b a s i s  o f  s u r r e n d e r  t o  G o d ,
and w i t h  s t a n d a r d s  o f  l o v e ,  u n s e l f i s h -
ness, h o n e s t y  a n d  p u r i t y . '

One o f  t h e  p e o p l e  M a j i d  t a k e s  c o u n s e l
w i t h  i s  D r  M u r t a d a ,  U n d e r - S e c r e t a r y  o f
the M i n i s t r y  o f  L a b o u r .  P h i l i p p e  a n d  I
were g u e s t s  o f  h i m  a n d  h i s  w i f e  f o r  t w o
weeks i n  Sudan.  T h e y  p a i d  t h e  r e n t  f o r  a
f l a t ,  f i l l e d  t h e  f r i d g e  w i t h  b r e a k f a s t
food, a n d  i n s i s t e d  t h a t  w e  t a k e  l u n c h
and s u p p e r  i n  t h e i r  home e a c h  d a y.

For 2 5  y e a r s  M u r t a d a  h a s  b e e n  a n  i n -
d u s t r i a l  a r b i t r a t o r  o n  t h e  b a s i s  o f
'what  i s  r i g h t ,  n o t  who  i s  r i g h t ' .  H e  i s
on t h e  G o v e r n i n g  C o u n c i l  o f  K h a r t o u m
U n i v e r s i t y  a n d  i s  o n  a  c o m m i t t e e  t r y i n g
to s o l v e  a  m a j o r  d i s p u t e  b e t w e e n  s t a f f
and s t u d e n t s .  I n  t h e  p a s t  h e  h a s  b e e n  a
peacemaker i n  t h e  N o r t h - S o u t h  c o n f l i c t .
he s t u d i e d  i n  A d d i s  A b a b a  f o r  h i s  f i r s t
degree a n d  i t  w a s  t h e r e  h e  m e t  MRA. H e
has h a d  t w o  E t h i o p i a n  r e f u g e e s  l i v i n g  i n
h i s  h o m e  o u t  o f  a  s t u d e n t  f r i e n d s h i p
w i t h  t h e i r  u n c l e  w h i c h  g o e s  b a c k  2 8
years.

Through M u r t a d a  a n d  o t h e r s  w e  m e t
t rades  u n i o n i s t s ,  b u s i n e s s m e n ,  j o u r -
n a l i s t s ,  p o l i t i c i a n s ,  v i c e - c h a n c e l l o r s ,
d i p l o m a t s .  We  w e r e  e n t e r t a i n e d  i n  t w e l v e
homes. W e  a t t e n d e d  a  s t r e e t  w e d d i n g
c e l e b r a t i o n  i n  O m d u r m a n  w h e r e  t w o
thousand p e o p l e  w e r e  s e r v e d  w i t h  s u p p e r
under t h e  s t a r s ,  a n d  t h e  r h y t h m s  o f  a
m a g n i f i c e n t  b a n d  w e r e  a m p l i f i e d  f o r  t h e
whole n e i g h b o u r h o o d  i n t o  t h e  s m a l l
hours.  T h i s  w a s  t h e  p a r t y  g i v e n  b y  t h e
b r i d e g r o o m ' s  f a t h e r .  T h e  o n e  t o  b e  g i v e n
next  n i g h t  b y  t h e  b r i d e ' s  f a m i l y  w a s
expected t o  d r a w  even  l a r g e r  c r o w d s .

siffa+.
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Many Sudanese  s p o k e  t o  u s  a b o u t  t h e
c o n f l i c t  b e t w e e n  N o r t h  a n d  S o u t h  i n
t h e i r  c o u n t r y ,  a n d  t h e  m a s s a c r e s ,
famine, a n d  s h a t t e r e d  e c o n o m y  t h a t  g o
w i t h  i t .  W e  r e m i n d e d  t h e m  o f  t h e
d e v a s t a t i o n  r i v a l  E u r o p e a n s  h a v e
i n f l i c t e d  o n  e a c h  o t h e r ,  n o t  l e a s t  t h e
E n g l i s h  a n d  F r e n c h .  T h e r e  h a v e  b e e n
g r e a t  m i r a c l e s  o f  r e c o n c i l i a t i o n ,  a s
between F r a n c e  a n d  G e r m a n y.  B u t  t h e
E n g l i s h  h a v e  s t i l l  n o t  w o n  t h e  t r u s t  o f
the I r i s h ,  a n d  o u r  c o n t i n e n t  i s  i n  n e e d
o f  a  u n i t i n g  i d e a .

I t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  r e a d  a b o u t
p o l i t i c a l  t r e n d s  a n d  t h e  s t a t i s t i c s  o f
man's i n h u m a n i t y.  B u t  a  s p a c i o u s  c o u n t r y
l i k e  S u d a n  a l s o  i n v i t e s  o n e  t o  s t a n d
back a n d  o b s e r v e  t h e  t i m e l e s s  p a t t e r n s
o f  t h e  u n i v e r s e ,  a n d  t o  r e l i s h  t h e  g i f t s
o f  t h e  C r e a t o r  i n  t h e  n a t u r a l  w o r l d  a n d
in  t h e  human s o u l .

On t h e  m o r n i n g  o f  o u r  l a s t  d a y  i n
Khartoum, w e  w a l k e d  t o  t h e  p o i n t  w h e r e
the t w o  N i l e s  m e e t .  T h e  W h i t e  N i l e
a r r i v e s  f r o m  Uganda  a n d  t h e  B l u e  N i l e
f rom E t h i o p i a ,  a n d  t o g e t h e r  t h e y  r o l l  o n
to  E g y p t  a n d  t h e  M e d i t e r r a n e a n .  N o t  f a r
away t h e  t r a f f i c  t h u n d e r s  o v e r  t h e
Omdurman b r i d g e .  B u t  i n  t h e  c o n f l u e n c e
of  t h e  w a t e r s ,  f i s h e r m e n  l a y  t h e i r  n e t s
f rom a n c i e n t  r o w i n g  b o a t s .  M a r k e t

a rdeners  t i l l  t h e  r i c h  s o i l  e x p o s e d  b y
t h e r e c e d i n g  o f  t h e  summer  f l o o d .  Y o u
f e e l  t h e  p e a c e ,  p o w e r  a n d  f e r t i l i t y  o f
the w o r l d ' s  m i g h t i e s t  r i v e r .

We f e l l  i n t o  c o n v e r s a t i o n  w i t h  o n e
c u l t i v a t o r ,  h e a r i n g  a b o u t  h i s  p u m p k i n s
and t o m a t o e s ,  a n d  h i s  e a r l i e r  l i f e  a s  a
mechanic w i t h  a  B r i t i s h  c o m p a n y  a t
Khartoum A i r p o r t .  H e  a s k e d  a b o u t  u s  a n d
hoped t o  s e e  u s  o f t e n .  B u t  w e  w e r e
l e a v i n g  f o r  B r i t a i n  t o m o r r o w ?  ' O h  w e l l ' ,
he s a i d ,  ' G i v e  my  s a l a a m s  t o  t h e  p e o p l e
t h e r e . '

Thousands o f  o r d i n a r y  E u r o p e a n s  h a v e
l i k e w i s e  s e n t  t h e i r  s a l a a m s  t o  t h e
people o f  Sudan  a n d  E t h i o p i a  i n  p e r s o n a l
g i f t s  f o r  f a m i n e  r e l i e f  i n  r e c e n t  y e a r s .
Do w e  a l s o  u n d e r s t a n d  w h a t  w e  c a n
rece i ve?

P h i l i p p e  a n d  I  w e r e  i n t r o d u c e d  t o  a n
E t h i o p i a n ,  o n e  o f  m o r e  t h a n  h a l f  a
m i l l i o n  r e f u g e e s  f r o m  h i s  c o u n t r y  i n
Sudan. H e  i s  a  man whose  f a i t h  h a s  b e e n
t e s t e d  i n  f i r e .  A  f e w  y e a r s  a g o  i n

E t h i o p i a  h i s  w i f e  w a s  i m p r i s o n e d  w i t h o u t
t r i a l  a n d  c l u b b e d  t o  d e a t h .  H e  r i s k e d
the s a m e  f a t e  f o r  r e f u s i n g  t o  j o i n  t h e
Communist P a r t y .  H e  f l e d  t o  S u d a n
l e a v i n g  h i s  o n e  s o n  w i t h  r e l a t i v e s .  T h e
boy m u s t  b e  g o t  o u t  s o o n ,  o t h e r w i s e  a t
15 h e  w i l l  b e  f o r c e d  t o  j o i n  t h e
E t h i o p i a n  a r m y .  T h e  f a t h e r ,  a  h i g h l y
q u a l i f i e d  t e c h n i c i a n ,  i s  n o w  a  l a b o u r e r
on t h e  l o w e s t  p o s s i b l e  wage .  H e  g e t s  u p
at  5 . 3 0  f o r  h i s  q u i e t  h o u r  o f  p r a y e r
be fo re  t r a v e l l i n g  a n o t h e r  h o u r  t o  w o r k
on a  l o r r y .

We i n v i t e d  h i m  t o  b r e a k f a s t  i n  o u r
f l a t  o f t e n  a n d  h e  w o u l d  s h a r e  t h e
though ts  h e  h a d  w r i t t e n  i n  h i s  q u i e t
t ime.  O n e  d a y  h e  t o l d  o f  h i s
cor respondence w i t h  t w o  S w e d i s h  a i d
workers .  When h e  f i r s t  m e t  t h e m  n e a r  t h e
E t h i o p i a n  b o r d e r ,  t h e y  w e r e  s i c k  w i t h
f r u s t r a t i o n  a b o u t  c e r t a i n  S u d a n e s e
o f f i c i a l s .  H e  h e l p e d  e a c h  s e p a r a t e l y  t o
renounce h a t e  a n d  f i n d  a  n e w  r e l a t i o n -
s h i p  w i t h  G o d .  T h e y  w r i t e  t o  h i m  n o w
from Sweden i n  c o n t i n u i n g  g r a t i t u d e .

Our f r i e n d ' s  e f f e c t i v e  f a i t h  b e g a n  1 6
years  a g o  when,  e n c o u r a g e d  b y  M o r a l  R e -
Armament f r i e n d s ,  h e  m a d e  a n  a l l - d a y
j o u r n e y  o n  b u s  a n d  o n  f o o t  t o  a  r e m o t e
E t h i o p i a n  v i l l a g e  a n d  a s k e d  h i s  m o t h e r ' s
f o r g i v e n e s s  f o r  t h e  h a t r e d  h e  h a d  h e l d
towards h e r .

One s e n t e n c e  f r o m  h i s  q u i e t  t i m e  b o o k
remains i n  t h e  m e m o r y :  ' W h e n  I  a m
t rans fo rmed,  t h e  w o r l d  i s  t r a n s f o r m e d . '



W Brom NUN MEromern
by Phi l ippe Ocher

THOSE OF YOU WHO READ t h e  December i s s u e
o f  ' F r e e w a y '  f r o m  c o v e r  t o  c o v e r  m a y
have n o t i c e d  i n  t h e  r e p o r t  o n  t h e  P a r i s
weekend f o r  y o u n g  F r e n c h - s p e a k e r s  t h e
ment ion  o f  a  c e r t a i n  ' P h i l i p p e ' ,  w h o  h a d
expressed t h e  d e s i r e  t o  s h o w  ' F o r  t h e
love o f  t o m o r r o w ' ,  t h e  f i l m  a b o u t  t h e
l i f e  o f  I r e n e  L a u r e ,  i n  h i s  s c h o o l .
Wel l ,  t h a t  P h i l i p p e ' s  m e  a n d  a t  t h e
b e g i n n i n g  o f  J a n u a r y  I  w a s  a b l e  t o  c a r r y
out  t h i s  p l a n .

I t  seemed a  g o o d  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  me t o
l ea rn  t o  s h a r e  m y  c o n v i c t i o n s  w i t h  m y
f r i e n d s ,  s o m e t h i n g  I ' v e  n e v e r  f o u n d
easy. S e c o n d l y ,  I ' m  l u c k y  enough  t o  h a v e
in m y  c o l l e g e  a  C h r i s t i a n  g r o u p  w i t h  1 5
a c t i v e  members.  S i n c e  t h e r e  a r e  o n l y  8 5
s t u d e n t s ,  t h a t ' s  q u i t e  a  g o o d  p e r c e n t -
age! S o  i t  w a s  i n  t h e  f r a m e w o r k  o f  t h i s
c h a p l a i n c y  g r o u p  t h a t  I  s u g g e s t e d
showing t h e  f i l m ,  a n d  t o  h e l p  t h e
d i s c u s s i o n  a f t e r w a r d s ,  I  i n v i t e d  Thomas
B r a c k l e ,  f r o m  Germany.  H e  d i d n ' t  j u s t
accept  m y  i n v i t a t i o n ,  b u t  b r o u g h t  h i s
Dutch f i a n c é e ,  C h r i s t a  ( i n c i d e n t a l l y ,
d o n ' t  f o r g e t  t h e y  a r e  g e t t i n g  m a r r i e d  on,
27 th  M a r c h ! ) .

The d a y  b e f o r e  t h e  s h o w i n g ,  I  p u t  u p  a
pos te r  i n  s t r a t e g i c  p l a c e s  a r o u n d  t h e
c o l l e g e .  I t  r e a d ,  ' I f  y o u ' v e  n e v e r  a s k e d
y o u r s e l f  w h y  F r a n c e  a n d  Germany,  m o r t a l
enemies 4 0  y e a r s  a g o ,  g e t  o n  t o g e t h e r
today,  t h e n  N O W  I S  T H E  T I M E ! !  T h a t
b rought  2 0  o u t  o f  t h e  8 5  s t u d e n t s .  A f t e r
the f i l m ,  a  d i s c u s s i o n  F o t  g o i n g .  A l l
s a i d  t h e y  w e r e  t h r i l l e d  w i t h  t h e  f i l m .

The d i s c u s s i o n  q u i c k l y  t u r n e d  t o  h o w
our l i v e s  c a n  b e  a t t u n e d  t o  w h a t  g o e s  o n
in t h e  w o r l d ,  a n d  h o w  w e  c a n  make  some
impact:  a  w a y  o f  l i v i n g  s u c h  a s  Mme
Laure s h o w s  u s ,  w h e r e  a  p e r s o n a l  a c t  o f
f o r g i v e n e s s  l e d  t o w a r d s  t h e  F r a n c o -
German r e c o n c i l i a t i o n ,  a n d  m i r a c l e s
happened. M a n y  o f  m y  f r i e n d s  f e l t
c h a l l e n g e d  b y  t h i s  t h o u g h t ,  a n d  a t  l e a s t
two o f  t h e m  w a n t  t o  come t o  a  M o r a l  R e -
Armament weekend  b e i n g  p r e p a r e d  f o r  1 2 -
13 March ,  i n  Caux.

Of c o u r s e ,  t h i s  d i s c u s s i o n  a l s o  g a v e
me t h e  c h a n c e  t o  s a y  s o m e t h i n g  a b o u t
MRA.

Two m o n t h s  b e f o r e ,  w h e n  o n e  o f  m y
f r i e n d s  i n  t h i s  g r o u p  h a d  r u n  m e  home,
I ' d  b r o a c h e d  t h e  i d e a  o f  a  f i l m  s h o w ,
and t o l d  h i m  a  b i t  a b o u t  MRA.  I n  t h e
d i s c u s s i o n  a f t e r  t h e  f i l m ,  w h e n  p e o p l e ' s
i n t e r e s t  w a s  s t a r t i n g  t o  f l a g ,  a n d
everyone w a s  t a l k i n g  a t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e ,
t h i s  f r i e n d  s p o k e  u p  a n d  a s k e d  m e  t o
t e l l  t h e m  a  b i t  m o r e  a b o u t  MRA. W h a t  I
had t o l d  h i m  t w o  m o n t h s  b e f o r e  h a d
i n t r i g u e d  h i m .

So I  h a d  t o  l a u n c h  o u t  a n d  e x p l a i n  t h e
odd name; e x p l a i n  my own d e c i s i o n  t o  l e t

God h a v e  c o n t r o l  i n  my l i f e ,  a n d  my c o n -
v i c t i o n  t h a t  H e  h a s  a  p l a n  f o r  e a c h  o n e
o f  u s ;  e x p l a i n  h o w  my p a r e n t s  l i v e  ( t h e y
are f u l l - t i m e  w o r k e r s ) .

I d o n ' t  f i n d  i t  a t  a l l  e a s y  t o  e x p r e s s
my c o n v i c t i o n s  i n  f r o n t  o f  p e o p l e  when I
d o n ' t  k n o w  h o w  t h e y  a r e  g o i n g  t o  r e a c t .
I t  i s n ' t  l i k e  i n  Caux :  I  s t r o n g l y  a d v i s e
you t o  m a k e  t h e  e x p e r i m e n t ,  i f  y o u  t o o
tend t o  k e e p  y o u r  c o n v i c t i o n s  t o o  much
to y o u r s e l f !  Y o u  r e a l i s e  w h a t  f a i t h  a
man l i k e  F r a n k  B u c h m a n  h a d ,  w h e n  h e
launched a  G o d - g i v e n  c h a l l e n g e  t o
thousands o f  p e o p l e .  I n  t h e  d a y s  a f t e r
the f i l m  s h o w ,  I  h a d  a  l o t  o f  p o s i t i v e
come-back .  I  f o u n d  t h i s  v e r y  e n c o u r a g i n g
because p e o p l e  d o n ' t  o f t e n  s h o w  m u c h
enthus iasm f o r  a n y t h i n g .

Th is  e x p e r i e n c e  s h o w e d  m e  h o w  God  i s
always w i t h  u s ,  a n d  h o w  H e  c a n  u s e
s i t u a t i o n s  t o  t e s t  o r  h e l p  u s .

I ' d  h a d  g o o d  t a l k s  w i t h  t h e
c h a p l a i n  o f  t h e  c o l l e g e ,  a n d  i t  w a s  h e
who f o u n d  t h e  p r o j e c t o r .  T w o  d a y s
be fo re ,  I  h e a r d  t h a t  h e  c o u l d n ' t  come. I
was v e r y  d i s a p p o i n t e d ,  a n d  t h o u g h t  o f
chang ing  t h e  d a t e  o f  t h e  s h o w i n g .  T h e n  I
had a  t i m e  o f  q u i e t ,  a n d  I  t h o u g h t ,  ' T h e
main r e a s o n  t h a t  y o u ' r e  s o  s o r r y  t h e
p r i e s t  c a n ' t  c o m e  i s  t h a t  h e  w o u l d  h a v e
been a  s e c u r i t y  f o r  y o u .  E v e n  t h o u g h  h e
d o e s n ' t  k n o w  m u c h  a b o u t  MRA,  y o u  f e e l
t h a t  h e ' s  o n  y o u r  s i d e . '  S o  I  d e c i d e d  t o
go a h e a d  w i t h  t h e  o r i g i n a l  d a t e ,  a n d
t r u s t .  G o d  h a d  a l r e a d y  g i v e n  a m p l e  p r o o f
o f  h i s  s u p p o r t  i n  p r o v i d i n g  a  p r o j e c t o r
and i n  s e n d i n g  T h o m a s  a n d  C h r i s t a  t o
he lp  me.

Ha l f  a n  h o u r  b e f o r e  t h e  f i l m ,  o u r
group m e t  f o r  p r a y e r ,  a s  w e  d o  e v e r y
Wednesday, a n d  w h o  s h o u l d  I  s e e  come i n
but  t h e  p r i e s t ,  w h o ' d  b e e n  a b l e  t o  f r e e
h i m s e l f  a n d  h a d  come t o  b e  w i t h  u s  a f t e r
a l l !

A f t e r  a n  e x p e r i e n c e  l i k e  t h i s ,  o f
course  y o u  n e e d  t o  t h i n k  a b o u t  f o l l o w -
up, a n d  I  t h i n k  t h e r e  a r e  t w o  a t t i t u d e s
you c a n  h a v e ,  a  g o o d  o n e  a n d  a  b a d  o n e .
The b a d  o n e  i s  t o  s a y  t o  y o u r s e l f  t h a t
you ' ve  made a  f e w  more  r e c r u i t s  f o r  MRA,
and t h a t  y o u  n e e d  t o  k e e p  p u s h i n g  t h e m
a long  t h e  r o a d .  S a d l y ,  t o o  o f t e n  i n  t h e
past ,  I ' v e  h a d  t h i s  a t t i t u d e ,  a n d  t h e n
I ' v e  h a d  t h e  u n p l e a s a n t  f e e l i n g  t h a t
I ' v e  c a u g h t  some f i s h  i n  a  n e t ,  b u t  t h e
mesh i s  t o o  b i g ,  a n d  a t  a n y  moment t h e
f i s h  a r e  g o i n g  t o  s l i p  t h r o u g h .  B u t  m y
p a r t  s h o u l d  o n  t h e  c o n t r a r y  b e  t o  h e l p
people  t u r n  t o w a r d s  G o d .  T o  d o  t h a t  I
need t o  h a v e  t h e  r i g h t  a t t i t u d e :  t o
t r u s t  God t h a t  H e  w i l l  s h o w  each  o n e  t h e
way t h e y  s h o u l d  g o ,  a n d  t o  a c c e p t  t h a t  I
am j u s t  a n  i n s t r u m e n t  i n  H i s  h a n d s .  A
t o o l  t o  b e  f o r g e d  r a t h e r  t h a n  a  f i s h i n g
net .
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TEEM LIKE RHO
by Andrew Stallybrass
IS THERE SOMEONE y o u ' d  r a t h e r  n o t  m e e t ?
Is  t h e r e  a  w h o l e  g r o u p  o f  p e o p l e  y o u ' d
r a t h e r  n o t  b e  s e e n  d e a d  w i t h ?  C a n  y o u
meet a  C o n s e r v a t i v e  w i t h  a n  o p e n  h e a r t ,
w i t h o u t  w a n t i n g  t o  b a s h  t h e m  o n  t h e
head? O r  p e r h a p s  i t ' s  t h e  r e d - e r  v a r i e t y
you c a n ' t  s t a n d ?

We n e e d  t o  l e a r n  t h e  d i f f i c u l t  l e s s o n
of  h a t i n g  t h e  s i n ,  w h i l e  l o v i n g  t h e
s i n n e r.  I t  i s n ' t  e a s y.  S o  many h a v e  been
i n f e c t e d  b y  t h e  s a m e  m a t e r i a l i s m  t h a t
con tamina tes  t h e  m a r x i s t ' s  p h i l o s o p h y .
The i d e a  t h a t  o n l y  p r e s s u r e  w i l l  c h a n g e
t h i n g s .  P e r h a p s  w e ' l l  t h r o w  i n  a  t o k e n
p raye r  f o r  g o o d  m e a s u r e ,  a f t e r  a l l ,  i t
c a n ' t  d o  a n y  h a r m .  B u t  w e  n o  l o n g e r
b e l i e v e  t h a t  G o d ' s  l o v e ,  f o r g i v e n e s s  a n d
grace a r e  a d e q u a t e  f o r  a l l :  t h e
A f r i k a n e r  w h i t e  n a t i o n a l i s t  r a c i s t ,  a n d

em1the A f r i c a n  N a t i o n a l  C o n g r e s s
' t e r r o r i s t ' ,  t h e  Z i o n i s t  a n d  t h e
P a l e s t i n i a n . . . .

I t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  s e e  t h e  f i l m  ' T h e
Last  E m p e r o r ' ,  a b o u t  t h e  l a s t  e m p e r o r  o f
China. M a d e  i n  C h i n a  -  a n d  t h e r e f o r e
approved b y  t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s  -  i t  s h o w s
t h e i r  t o u c h i n g  f a i t h  i n  t h e  p o w e r  o f
pe rsuas ion  a n d  r e - e d u c a t i o n .  T h e  c a v e -
man w a s  a  c o m m u n i s t ,  t h e y  b e l i e v e ,  a n d
the e v i l  i m p u l s e s  i n  s o c i e t y  come  f r o m
the w r o n g  i n f l u e n c e s  o f  s o c i e t y  o n
people,  o r  f r o m  w r o n g  e d u c a t i o n ,  a n d  i n
e i t h e r  c a s e ,  t h e y  c a n  h e  r e m e d i e d  b y  r e -
educa t ion .

The e m p e r o r ,  i n  a  C h i n e s e  p r i s o n ,  i s
pressurea t o  c o n f e s s  h i s  s i n s ,  b u t  i s
then c o r r e c t e d  b y  t h e  n i c e  p r i s o n
gove rno r,  w h o  p o i n t s  o u t  t h a t  h e  h a s
confessed t o  t h i n g s  t h a t  h e  d i d  n o t  d o ,
cou ld  n o t  h a v e  d o n e .  T h e y  o n l y  w a n t  t h e
t r u t h  o u t  o f  h i m !

Ask N o w ,  w i t h  t h o u s a n d s  o f  s t u d e n t s  a b r o a d
s t u d y i n g ,  a n d  m a r k e t  i n c e n t i v e s  t o
fa rmers  w h o  a r e  b u s i l y  e n r i c h i n g
themselves,  t h e  d a n g e r s  o f  m o r a l
p o l l u t i o n ,  t h a t  t h e y  n o t  u n w i s e l y  f e a r
from t h e  W e s t ,  c a n  b e  c o u n t e r e d  b y  y e t
more m o r a l  a n d  s p i r i t u a l  e d u c a t i o n .

Wi thou t  d e n y i n g  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f
env i ronment ,  o r  g o o d  c i v i c  e d u c a t i o n ,  I
doubt t h e  p o w e r  o f  l o g i c  a n d  r e a s o n  t o
change t h a t  t o u g h  o l d  n u t  o f  h u m a n
na tu re .

I b e l i e v e  t h a t  w e  h a v e  t o  o p e n  t h e
door t o  G o d ' s  t r a n s f o r m i n g  g r a c e  a n d
power. H e ' s  t o o  p o l i t e  t o  smash t h e  l o c k
and b u r s t  h i s  w a y  i n .  H e  w o n ' t  c o m e  i n
unasked, a n d  w e  d o n ' t  s t a n d  much c h a n c e
of c h a n g i n g  o n  o u r  own,  b y  s e l f - e f f o r t .

I t  t o o k  me many mon ths  i n  a  p o l a r i s e d ,
d i v i d e d  s i t u a t i o n  -  S o u t h  A f r i c a  -  t o
r e a l i s e  t h a t  m y  o w n  v i e w s  a n d  o p i n i o n s
so o f t e n  c u t  m e  o f f  f r o m  t h o s e  I  d i s -
agreed w i t h .  I  w a n t e d  t o  u s e  G o d  t o
change t h e m  a n d  make t h e m  t h i n k  l i k e  me!
I t  s o u n d s  a w f u l  t o  p u t  s o  b l u n t l y ,  b u t
t h a t ' s  w h a t  i t  a m o u n t e d  t o  -  t h a t  w a s
the h e i g h t  o f  m y  v i s i o n  f o r  my  ' e n e m i e s '
t h a t  t h e y  m i g h t  t h i n k  l i k e  me!

C h r i s t  g i v e s  u s  q u i t e  a  c h a l l e n g e
(Matthew 5 . 2 3 , 2 4 ) :  n o t  j u s t  t o  b e
r e c o n c i l e d  w i t h  t h o s e  w e  d o n ' t  l i k e ,
those w e  d o n ' t  g e t  o n  w i t h ,  b u t  a l s o
w i t h  t h o s e  w h o  m a y  h a v e  some  r e a s o n  t o
d i s l i k e  u s .  I t ' s  n o  good  s a y i n g  t h e y ,  o r
he, s h o u l d n ' t  h a t e  m e .  S o  w e  c a n  s t a r t
w i t h  ' i s  t h e r e  a n y o n e  I ' d  r a t h e r
a v o i d ? ' ,  b u t  t h e n  w e  c a n  a s k  ' I s  t h e r e
anyone who  changes  pavements  when I  come
a l o n g ? ' .  M y  v i e w s  a n d  o p i n i o n s ,  w r o n i y
and s t r o n g l y  e x p r e s s e d ,  s o  o f t e n  b r i n g
d i v i s i o n  r a t h e r  t h a n  h e a l i n g .

X  . / V 7 -"CD P R A C  T I  C E
by Marthamarie  d e  Voogd

FOR M Y  L A S T  PRACTICAL, w h i c h  s t a r t e d
t h i s  J a n u a r y ,  I  h a d  t o  g o  a n d  l i v e  a t
home a g a i n .

The t h i n g  I  h a d  b e e n  m o s t  a f r a i d  o f
was, i n  f a c t ,  h a v i n g  t o  s t a y  a t  h o m e
w i t h  m y  m o t h e r  f o r  t h r e e  a n d  a  h a l f
months.

Even a f t e r  t h e  summer,  w h e n  m y  m o t h e r
and I  h a d  t a k e n  s t e p s  t o w a r d s  a  renewed
r e l a t i o n s h i p ,  I  w a s  s t i l l  a p p r e h e n s i v e
about t h i s  i d e a .

One m o r n i n g  i n  D e c e m b e r ,  b e f o r e
knowing w h a t  w a s  t o  c o m e ,  I  g o t  t h e
thought ,  ' I f  y o u  h a v e  t o  l i v e  i n  T h e
Hague, w h y  n o t  s e e  i t  a s  a  c h a n c e  t o
deepen y o u r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  y o u r
mother a n d  a c c e p t  t h e  c h a l l e n g e  t o  p u t
your d e c i s i o n s  i n t o  p r a c t i c e  f o r  a
longer  t i m e  t h a n  j u s t  a  w e e k e n d  o r
f o r t n i g h t ? '

I r e a l i z e d  t h a t  i n  f a c t  I  w a s  s c a r e d
of  t h e  f i n a l  c o n s e q u e n c e s  o f  m y
d e c i s i o n s ,  a s  y e t  unknown.

I a c c e p t e d  t h e  c h a l l e n g e .  I t  h a s n ' t
made l i f e  w i t h  m y  m o t h e r  e a s i e r ,  n o r  i s
t h i s  a  s u c c e s s  s t o r y ,  b u t  i t  d o e s  l e a v e
me w i t h  a  b i g g e r  v i s i o n  t h a n  d o i n g  w e l l
in my p r a c t i c a l .

Through m y  d e c i s i o n  I  a m  l e a r n i n g  h o w
my a t t i t u d e  t o w a r d s  my m o t h e r  a f f e c t s  my
work ing  l i f e :  I  a m  d i s c o v e r i n g  t h a t  t h e
more I  c a n  c a r e  f o r  m y  m o t h e r ,  t h e
b e t t e r  I  c a n  c a r e  f o r  my p a t i e n t s .



TERME M E  ITHE
The Story o f  tiFIA -

by Rex Dil ly
IN APRIL 1 9 4 6  t h e  l i n e r  'Queen  Mary '  s e t
out f r o m  New Yo r k  t o  Southampton. Among
the passengers were  a  group o f  a  hundred
and t e n  p e o p l e .  S o m e  w e r e  r e t u r n i n g  t o
t h e i r  c o u n t r i e s  a f t e r  s e v e n  y e a r s  i n
America; s o m e  w e r e  v e t e r a n s  w h o  h a d
served i n  t h e  campaigns o f  Wo r l d  War  I I .
Others h a d  worked t o  k e e p  t h e  whee ls  o f
industry t u r n i n g  i n  A m e r i c a ,  ' t h e
arsenal o f  democracy ' .  T h e y  were  head ing
for  Europe,  a  d e v a s t a t e d  c o n t i n e n t  a f t e r
near ly  s i x  y e a r s  o f  t o t a l  w a r .  T h e y  went
as a  M o r a l  R e -Armament f o r c e ,  d e t e r m i n e d
with G o d ' s  h e l p  t o  p l a y  t h e i r  p a r t  i n
ensuring t h a t  t h e  p o s t - w a r  w o r l d  was n o t
overtaken b y  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  r e v e n g e  t h a t
had f o l l o w e d  t h e  F i r s t  W o r l d  War.  T h e i r
aim was  t o  h e a l  t h e  h u r t s  a n d  h a t e s  o f
Europe.

I t  w a s  a  w a t e r s h e d  moment  i n  t h e
h i s t o r y  o f  M o r a l  R e -Armament. A  n e w
phase a n d  n e w  w o r l d - w i d e  deve lopments
lay ahead.

Much was t o  s p r i n g  f r o m  t h e  e s t a b l i s h -
ment o f  a  w o r l d  c e n t r e  a t  C a u x  i n
Switzer land.

In t h e  f i n a l  w e e k s  o f  t h e  w a r  a s  t h e
guns f e l l  s i l e n t  a n d  i m m e d i a t e l y  a f t e r ,
several  o f  t h o s e  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e 1
work o f  M o r a l  R e -Armament i n  t h e i r )
countr ies  h a d  b e e n  a b l e  t o  c r o s s  t h e
A t l a n t i c .  T h e y  b r o u g h t  w i t h  t h e m  f i r s t
hand i n f o r m a t i o n  f o r  t h e  t a s k  o f
r e b u i l d i n g  w h i c h  l a y  a h e a d .  T h e y  f o u n d
Frank Buchman 's  m i n d  r e a c h i n g  o u t  t o
meet them.  A  g r o u p  o f  S w i s s  t o l d  h i m  o f
t h e i r  c o n v i c t i o n  t h a t  t h e i r  c o u n t r y ,
p r o v i d e n t i a l l y  s a v e d  f r o m  t h e  d e s t r u c -
t ion o f  w a r,  m i g h t  p r o v i d e  a  p l a c e  where
people f r o m  t h e  s h a t t e r e d  c o u n t r i e s
could meet .  N o w  word h a d  come t h a t  t h e y
had f o u n d  t h e  p l a c e  -  t h e  n e a r - d e r e l i c t
Caux P a l a c e  H o t e l ,  s e t  3 0 0 0  f e e t  u p  i n
the mountains o v e r l o o k i n g  Lake Geneva.

Some s i x t y  Swiss  f a m i l i e s  met  t o g e t h e r
and d e c i d e d  t h a t  t h e y  s h o u l d  b u y  t h e
hote l .  W i t h  c o n s i d e r a b l e .  s a c r i f i c e  -
some s o l d  t h e i r  homes, o t h e r s  p u t  i n  a l l
t h e i r  s a v i n g s  -  a n d  w i t h  much f a i t h  a n d
courage t h e y  managed t o  p u r c h a s e  t h i s
vast b u i l d i n g  which  h a s  come t o  b e  known
as Mountain House.

In t h e  w a r  i t  h a d  been used ,  f i r s t  t o
accommodate R o y a l  A i r  F o r c e  a n d  o t h e r
a l l i e d  p e r s o n n e l  w h o  h a d  e s c a p e d  t o
Switzer land a n d  l a t t e r l y  f a m i l i e s  o f
refugees. T h e  c o n d i t i o n  w a s  n o w  i n d e -
scr ibab le .  T h e  o w n e r s  h a d  s c h e d u l e d  i t
for  d e m o l i t i o n .

For n i n e t e e n  d a y s  a t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f
July a  h u n d r e d  S w i s s  w i t h  a  number o f
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  v o l u n t e e r s  s e t  a b o u t
cleaning e v e r y t h i n g  and r e f u r b i s h i n g  t h e
bu i ld ing  w i t h  i t s  5 0 0  b e d  c a p a c i t y  a n d
spacious r e c e p t i o n  rooms. B y  t h e  m i d d l e
of t h e  m o n t h  i t  w a s  r e a d y  t o  r e c e i v e
people.

M i k e *  i — o w d e

When Buchman e n t e r e d  t h e  f r o n t  d o o r  o n
15th J u l y  w i t h  a  p a r t y  f r o m  B r i t a i n  a n d
America h e  w a s  g r e e t e d  b y  o l d  f r i e n d s
from France,  Scandanav ia ,  H o l l a n d ,  I t a l y
and S w i t z e r l a n d .  M a n y  had  f o u g h t  a g a i n s t
and l o s t  r e l a t i v e s  a t  t h e  hands o f  t h e
Germans.

Buchman s t o o d  i n  t h e  d o o r w a y  d e e p l y
moved, r e c o g n i s i n g  many i n  t h i s  r i n g  o f
welcome. T h e n  h e  s a i d ,  ' W h e r e  a r e  t h e
Germans? Y o u  w i l l  n e v e r  r e b u i l d  E u r o p e
without t h e  Germans' .

This remark  c r e a t e d  a  s tunned s i l e n c e .
Some f o u n d  i t  d i f f i c u l t  t o  a c c e p t .
People h a d  b e e n  b r o u g h t  f a c e  t o  f a c e
with C h r i s t ' s  c o m m a n d  ' L o v e  y o u r
enemies' a n d  many f o u n d  t h e  power t o  d o
so. T h e n  t h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  o f  a r r a n g i n g
for  Germans t o  l e a v e  t h e i r  c o u n t r y  h a d
to b e  t a c k l e d  a n d  overcome. A t  t h a t  t i m e
no Germans w e r e  a l l o w e d  a b r o a d  w i t h o u t
the p e r m i s s i o n  o f  t h e  A l l i e d  a u t h -
o r i t i e s .  S t e p s  t o  o b t a i n  t h e  p e r m i t s
were i m m e d i a t e l y  i n i t i a t e d .  F i n a l l y
s ix teen G e r m a n s  i n c l u d i n g  M o n i  v o n
Cramon a n d  t h e  w i d o w s  o f  t w o  men  e x -
ecuted f o r  t h e i r  p a r t  i n  t h e  J u l y  2 0 t h
plot  t o  k i l l  H i t l e r  a n d  b r i n g  t h e  war  t o
an end a r r i v e d  a t  Caux.
For t h e  n e x t  t w o  months a l l
Mountain H o u s e  w e r e  f u l l
from a l l  p a r t s  o f  E u r o p e
a f i e l d .  I t  f a s t  b e c a m e  a
leaders o f  p o s t - w a r  E u r o p e
for  o r d i n a r y  men a n d  women
a new way.

the rooms o f
with p e o p l e
and f u r t h e r
magnet f o r
as w e l l  a s

in s e a r c h  o f

In t h e  n e x t  f i v e  y e a r s  a l o n e ,  t h i r t y
thousand p e o p l e  f r o m  1 0 3  c o u n t r i e s  came
to C a u x .  T h e y  i n c l u d e d  t e n  P r i m e .
M in is te rs  a n d  n i n e t y - t h r e e  C a b i n e t
Min is te rs ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t r a d e  u n i o n
o f f i c i a l s  f r o m  t h i r t y - f o u r  c o u n t r i e s ,
men who l e d  f o r t y  m i l l i o n  workers.
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I S  M Y  L .  I F E  A C H  I E V E M E N T -  O R  I E N T E D  -  o r  G o d
l e d ?

D o  I  w a n t  h i g h  m a r k s  f o r  d i s c i p l i n e  o f
q u  i e  t  t  i m e s  -  i n s  t o a d  o  f  t h e  i n s p  i r a  t  i o n

f  t i m e  w i  t h  G o d  e a c h  m o r n  i r a g ?
D o  I  c o v e t  . s u c c e s s  i n  '  1  i f e -  c l a a n g -  i n g '

•  g  i v e  C r o s s -  c e n  t r o d  f r  i e n d s h  i p  t o  t h e
p o o p  l e  G c > d  p u t s  i n  m y  p a t h ?  D o  I  t r y  t o

t  b y  w i t h  a  ' p a s s - m a r k '  o n  t h e  a b s o  l u t e
t  a. n  cl a. r- cl s  -  o r  l o n g  f o r  t h e  - f  u. 1  1

d  i m e n s  i o n  c > f  C h r -  i s  t  p u r i f y  i n g -
c c > m p a n  f o r - I s l a  i p ?

D o  I  m e a s u r e  m y  s t a t e  o f -  s p i t  i t u a  1
g r a c e  b y  t h e  a m o u n  t  I  a m  c c > n s u .  1 t e d  , t h e
n u m b e r -  c > f  m y  i d e a s -  w h .  i c h  a r e  a d o p t e d  ,  t h e
s e n s e  p c - - D p  l e  g i v e  m e  o f  b e  i n g  n e e d e d  -
o r  b y  m y  s e n s e  o f  n e e d  i n s  G o d  e v e r y
m o m e n t  o f  e v e r y  a .  y  ?

A  s  I  h a v e  l o o k e d  w i t h  f r e s h  e y e s  a  t
s o m e  o f  t h e s e  q u e s t i o n s ,  I  f i n d  i n c r e a s i n g
f r e e d o m  t o  r - e j o  i c e  i n  e v e r y  t h  i n g  G o d  i s
d o  i n g -  t h r o u g h  o t h e r  p e o p l e  . A  d a i l y  s e n s e
o  -f g  r  a. t  i  t  u d e  f o r o u r  c a  1 1 i n g  . A n d
c o n y  i s  t  i o n  t l a a .  t  G o d  i s  g a t  t h e r  i n g  H  i s
f o r c e s  i n  w a y s  w e  n e e d  t o  b e c c > m e  m o r e
a w a r e   .

R e c e n t  l y  G o d  s e e m e d  t o  s a y  o f  t h e  y e a r s -
a h e a d ,  ' T h e y  a r e  t o  b e  y e a r s  o f  f u  1 1
d  i s c  i p  l e s h  i p  . A c t i v i t y  m a y  c h a n g e  , b u t  n o  t
y o u r  C o m m  i  t m e n  t  . L .  i s  - t e n  a n d  o b e y  . L .  i v  -o
t h e  1  i  - f e  a n d  I  w i l l  g i v e  t h e  f r u  i t . '

A n d  I  s e n s e  C h r  i s  t  s a y  i n s  , ' N e v e r -
u n d e r - e s  t  i m a  t o  y o u r  c a  1 1  i n g  , b e c a u s e  i  t  i s
M y  c a  1 1  i n g  . R e m e m b e r -  , I  d  l e d  t o  e n a b  l e  y o u
t o  m a k e  t l a a  t  c n c >  i c e  . R e m e m b e r -  t o o  t h a
y o u  d i d  n o  t  c h o o s e  M  .  I  c h o s e  y o u  . '

S y d n e y  C o o k



OFNIENRIS I F E RID
F r -  I  6 . n .  F i  n 2  a n d  w r I  t  :

A GOOD START TO THE YEAR was  a  h a l f - p a g e
s t o r y  w i t h  p i c t u r e s  i n  a  n a t i o n a l  C h u r c h
paper ( c i r c u l a t i o n  1 2 0 , 0 0 0 )  w i t h  t h e
h e a d l i n e ,  ' T h e  n a m e  o f  t h e  v i l l a i n  i n
A f r i c a  i s  CORRUPTION'. I t  w a s  a n  i n t e r -
v iew w i t h  R i c h a r d  Z e s o o l i  f r o m  Uganda ,
Paul A g b i h  a n d  Emmanue l  O d i a c h i  f r o m
N i g e r i a ,  v i s i t i n g  F i n l a n d  a s  p a r t  o f
t h e i r  N o r d i c  t o u r .

They p u l l e d  n o  p u n c h e s  i n  g i v i n g  a
c h a l l e n g e  t o  o u r  c o u n t r i e s .  T h e y
expressed h o w  s h o c k e d  t h e y  w e r e  t o  h e a r
t h a t ,  i n  Norway  a n d  Sweden, b r i b e s  u s e d
in t h e  T h i r d  W o r l d  a r e  t a x  d e d u c t i b l e .

'Tha t  m e a n s  h e l p i n g  w i t h  o n e  h a n d
through d e v e l o p m e n t  a i d  a n d  d e s t r o y i n g
w i t h  t h e  o t h e r  b y  p r o m o t i n g  c o r r u p t i o n . '
' Va c c i n a t i o n  d o e s  n o t  c u r e  c o r r u p t i o n . '
'The c u r e  l i e s  i n  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l .  T h e r e -
f o r e  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  m u s t  c h a n g e . '

Quo t i ng  R i c h a r d ,  t h e  s t o r y  c o n t i n u e s ,
'The W e s t  i s  l i k e  a  b i g  t r e e  w i t h  a
b e a u t i f u l  c r o w n  o f  m a t e r i a l  w e l l - b e i n g .
But y o u  h a v e  f o r g o t t e n  t o  c a r e  f o r  t h e
r o o t s .  S o o n  i t  w i l l  c o l l a p s e .  B e c o m e

p r a c t i s i n g  C h r i s t i a n s !  T h a t  i s  t h e
answer t o  t h e  w o r l d ' s  p r o b l e m s . '

At a  l u n c h e o n  w i t h  t h e  A s s i s t a n t  C i t y
D i r e c t o r  o f  H e l s i n k i  t h e y  a l s o  r a i s e d
the q u e s t i o n  o f  c o r r u p t i o n .  T o  e n c o u r a g e
i t  b y  o f f e r i n g  b r i b e s  i s  t o  s a b o t a g e
t h e i r  c o u n t r i e s ,  t h e y  f e l t .

The D i r e c t o r  r e s p o n d e d  a n d  s a i d  h e
would l i k e  t o  c o o p e r a t e  w i t h  t h e m  o n  t h e
bas i s  o f  c o n c r e t e  e v i d e n c e .  H e  a l s o  p u t
fo rward  t h e  s u g g e s t i o n ,  t h a t  i f  o n  a
Nord ic  b a s i s  s o m e  m a j o r  i n d u s t r i e s
t o g e t h e r  d e c i d e d  t o  t a k e  a  c l e a r  s t a n d
on c o r r u p t i o n ,  t h e y  m i g h t  s o o n  f i n d  t h a t
i t  t u r n s  t o  t h e i r  a d v a n t a g e  b e c a u s e  o f
the t r u s t  c r e a t e d .  I t  w o u l d  b e g i n  t o  s e t
a n e w  s t a n d a r d  o f  w h a t  S c a n d i n a v i a
s tands f o r  i n  t h e  w o r l d .

The B i s h o p  o f  P o r v o o  m e t  t h e m  i n  h i s
home. T h e y  g a v e  d o w n - t o - e a r t h  p e r s o n a l
exper ience ,  b u t  a l w a y s  r e l a t e d  i t  t o  t h e
needs o f  t h e i r  c o n t i n e n t .  I n  h i s
f a r e w e l l  w o r d s ,  t h e  B i s h o p  b l e s s e d  t h e
th ree  m e n ,  t h a n k i n g  t h e m  f o r  b e i n g
l i g h t s  i n  t h e  w o r l d .

Letter f rom the  Editors
D e a r  R e a d e r ,

I  h o p e  t h a t  t h i s  i s s u e  o f  F R E E WAY  h a s  b e e n  e n c o u r a g i n g  a n d
i n f o r m a t i v e  a n d  t h a t  y o u  h a v e  e n j o y e d  i t .  W e  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  a p o l o g i s e
f o r  t h e  t h i n - n e s s  a n d  e a r l y  a r r i v a l  o f  t h i s  i s s u e ;  w e  h o p e  t h a t  t h e
q u a l i t y  w i l l  m o r e  t h a n  c o m p e n s a t e  f o r  t h e  l a c k  o f  q u a n t i t y .

T h i s  p r e s e n t  s t a t e  o f  a f f a i r s  h a s  b e e n  f o r c e d  u p o n  u s  b y
f o r t h c o m i n g  d e p a r t u r e s  o f  h a l f  t h e  F R E E WAY  s t a f f  t o  A m e r i c a ,  a n d  t h e
a b s e n c e  o f  t h e  ' B r i a n  B o o b b y e r  C o l u m n '  d u e  t o  t h e  w r i t e r  b e i n g  i n
S o u t h  A f r i c a .

T h e r e f o r e  w e  a s k  t h a t  y o u  e m p l o y  y o u r  n e v e r  e n d i n g  p a t i e n c e
and  p r e p a r e  y o u r s e l v e s  f o r  a  b u m p e r  i s s u e  o f  F R E E WAY  i n  J U N E .  I n  t h e
m e a n t i m e  w e  w o u l d  a p p r e c i a t e  l e t t e r s ,  p o e m s  a n d  q u o t e s  f r o m  y o u  -  s o
g e t  w r i t i n g !

B e s t  w i s h e s ,
THE E D I T O R S

Imo%

A f t ,

DEADLINE f o r  n e x t  i s s u e :  1 s t  J u n e

You c a n n o t  h o p e
to b r i b e  o r  t w i s t ,

thank God !  t h e
B r i t i s h  j o u r n a l i s t .

But, s e e i n g  wha t
the man w i l l  d o

unbr ibed ,  t h e r e ' s
no o c c a s i o n  t o . Humbert W o l f e
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