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" W h y  n o t  l e t  G o d  r u n  t h e  w o r l d ? "



I  dreamt t h a t  l i f e  was  Joy

I  woke a n d  l e a r n t  t h a t  l i f e  was  s e r v i c e

I  se rved  and  f o u n d  t h a t  s e r v i c e  i s  Joy.

(Tagore)

We o f t e n  d e n i g r a t e  t h e  w o r d  s e r v i c e  m e r e l y  t o  a  t y p e  o f
w o r k  s u c h  a s  w a i t i n g  o n  t a b l e s  b u t  i n  t r u t h  i t  d e s c r i b e s  t h a t
w h i c h  l i e s  a t  t h e  c e n t r e  o f  l i f e .  T h a t  w h i c h  i s  f o u n d  b e h i n d
s u c h  c l i c h é s  a s  " i t  i s  b e t t e r  t o  g i v e  t h a n  t o  r e c e i v e . "  F o r  t o
s e r v e  i s  t o  g i v e  s o m e  p a r t  o f  o n e s e l f  t o  a n o t h e r .  A s  s u c h  i t
i s  g i v e n  i n  j o y  a n d  l o v e  r a t h e r  t h a n  d u t y  o r  f o r  r e c o m p e n s e .

S e r v i c e  b e g i n s  w i t h  t h e  a c t  o f  g i v i n g  o n e ' s  l i f e  t o t a l l y  t o
God. I n  d o i n g  s o  w e  g i v e  b a c k  t o  H i m  w h a t  h e  o r i g i n a l l y  g a v e
t o  u s .  T h a t  i s :  l i f e  i t s e l f .  H a v i n g  d o n e  t h i s ,  G o d  t h e n
d i r e c t s  u s  i n  h o w  H e  w i s h e s  u s  t o  s e r v e .  A s  E m i l  B r u n n e r
w r i t e s ,  " W h e n  a  m a n  t u r n s  t o  H i m ,  d e s i r i n g  t o  s e r v e  H i m ,  G o d
d i r e c t s  h i s  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  w o r l d  a n d  i t s  n e e d s .  I t  i s  H i s
w i l l  t h a t  o u r  s e r v i c e  o f  H i m  s h o u l d  b e  e x p r e s s e d  a s  o u r
s e r v i c e  t o  t h e  w o r l d ,  t h r o u g h  H i m  a n d  f o r  H i s  s a k e . "

We a r e  e a c h  c a l l e d  t o  s e r v e  i n  a  m u l t i t u d e  o f  w a y s .  T o
t h o s e  w e  l o v e  w h e t h e r  a s  r e l a t i v e s  o r  f r i e n d s  b u t  a l s o  t o
t h o s e  w e  d o  n o t  k n o w .  O n e  t h i n k s  o f  C h r i s t ' s  p a r a b l e  o f  t h e
Good S a m a r i t a n  w h o  e p i t o m i s e s  t h e  c o m m a n d  ' L o v e  T h y  N e i g h b o u r
a s  T h y s e l f '  b y  c a r i n g  f o r  a  c o m p l e t e  s t r a n g e r  w h o  h a d  b e e n
a t t a c k e d  b y  b a n d i t s .  S u c h  s e r v i c e  i s  s e l f l e s s  a n d  t e a c h e s  u s
how  w e  m u s t  a l w a y s  b e  p r e p a r e d  t o  s e r v e  w i t h  l o v e  w h e r e v e r  w e
a r e  d i r e c t e d .

We c a n  a l l  t h i n k  o f  m a n y  w h o  g i v e  g r e a t  s e r v i c e  i n  t h e
w o r l d ,  f r o m  M o t h e r  T e r e s a  t o  t h o s e  w h o  d a y  b y  d a y  c a r e  f o r
t h o s e  i n  t h e  T h i r d  W o r l d ,  o r  f o r  t h e  p o o r  o f  t h e  F i r s t  W o r l d .
We e a c h  h a v e  a  p a r t  i n  t h i s  s e r v i c e  f o r  t h e y  r e q u i r e  o u r
p r a y e r s  a n d  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  w o r k  t h e y  d o .

I t  i s  a l s o  o f t e n  a l l  t o o  e a s y  t o  f o r g e t  t h o s e  w h o  s e r v e  u s
a s  p o l i t i c a l  l e a d e r s ,  w h o  w e  c r i t i c i z e  a n d  c o n d e m n  b u t  y e t  w h o
a r e  o n l y  l i k e n e s s ' s  o f  o u r s e l v e s  o n  w h o  w e  p l a c e  t h e
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  o f  t h e  w o r l d .  E a c h  d a y  a s  w e  m a k e  m i s t a k e s  s o
d o  t h e y ,  b u t  i f  w e  s e r v e  w i t h  j o y  i n  o u r  h e a r t s  t h e n  w e  a r e
o p e n  t o  b e  u s e d  t o  r e a c h  o u t  t o  t h e s e  o f t e n  d i s t a n t  l e a d e r s .

So w h e n  n e x t  y o u  m o a n  a n d  m u t t e r  a t  t h e  p r o s p e c t s  o f
s e r v i c e ,  b e a r  i n  m i n d  t h e s e  l i n e s  o f  T a g o r e  f o r  i n  t h e m  l i e s
G o d ' s  g r e a t e s t  g i f t  t o  m a n .  T h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  s e r v e  H i m
t h r o u g h  s e r v i n g  H i s  c h i l d r e n .

The Editors



STUMMalb BETE
by Renate Assam

We p r i n t  w h a t  Rena te  Assam, a  l a w y e r  f r o m
Aus t r i a  s a i d  a t  t h e  s e s s i o n  F a i t h  a t  W o r k
in Caux t h i s  summer.

WHEN I  MET MORAL RE -ARMAMENT i t  w a s  t h e
second p a r t  o f  t h i s  theme w h i c h  i n t e r e s t e d
me m u c h  m o r e .  H o w  d o  I  b r i n g  p o s i t i v e
change i n  m y  e n v i r o n m e n t ?  H o w  c a n  I
change t h e  s i t u a t i o n  o f  t h o s e  w h o  a r e  n o t
so w e l l  o f f ?  I  w a s  i n  c l o s e  c o n t a c t  w i t h
rad i ca l  g roups ,  t o o k  p a r t  i n  s t r i k e s  a t  o u r
school a n d  a l w a y s  f o u g h t  f o r  someone ' s
r i gh t s .

Once I  o rgan ized  a  l e s s o n  o f  ' n o n - v i o l e n t
res is tance '  i n  o u r  c l a s s  i n  o r d e r  t o  g e t
r i d  o f  a  t e a c h e r  w e  d i d  n o t  t h i n k  w a s

c a p a b l e .  T h e  w h o l e  c l a s s  o f  3 0  d i d  n o t
.a l k  f o r  o n e  w h o l e  l e s s o n .  A t  f i r s t  t h e
teacher m i g h t  h a v e  b e e n  h a p p y  a b o u t  t h e
d isc ip l i ne .  W h e n  w e  d i d  n o t  f o l l o w  h i s
request t o  r e a d  o r  d i s c u s s  a  s u b j e c t ,
however, h e  d i d  n o t  k n o w  w h a t  t o  do .  E v e n
h is  s t r o n g e s t  weapon f a i l e d :  h e  s t a r t e d  t o
examine a  f e w  s t u d e n t s  a n d  m a r k e d  t h e i r
s i lence. B u t  t h e y  d i d  n o t  t a l k .  U n l i m i t e d
s o l i d a r i t y  a n d  t o t a l  v i c t o r y  f o r  u s  -  w e
thought.

But w e  d i d  n o t  g e t  t h e  t e a c h e r  r e p l a c e d
by a n o t h e r  one .  H e  w o u l d  n o t  g i v e  i n ;  h i s
pr ide w a s  h u r t .  H e  became e v e n  g r u m p i e r ,
more b i t t e r ,  m o r e  c l o s e d  u p  a n d  w i t h  e v e n
less i n i t i a t i v e  f e e l i n g  s a f e  i n  o l d
rout ines.  W e  b r a v e l y  k e p t  f i g h t i n g .  T h e
marks became w o r s e ,  t h e  a tmosphe re  m o r e
and more c h i l l y .Amp,

At t h a t  p o i n t  I  w a s  i n v i t e d  t o  C a u x .
There I  w a s  c o n f r o n t e d  w i t h  a  n e w  i d e a :
'God needs  y o u  t o  b u i l d  H i s  Kingdom; l i s t e n
to H im i n  s i l e n c e  a n d  o b e y. '  T h e  God whom
I  h a d  h e a r d  a b o u t  a l l  my ch i l dhood  -  a n d  I
s t i l l  b e l i e v e d  i n  H i m  -  s h o u l d  h a v e  a n
i n t e r e s t  i n  u s  and  a  pu rpose  f o r  u s ,  a p a r t
from a t t e n d i n g  b o r i n g  S u n d a y  s e r v i c e s .  I
was n o  l o n g e r  h a p p y  a b o u t  t h e  success  o f
our s t r i k e s .  S o m e h o w  t h e y  h a d  a  f l a t
a f t e r t a s t e .  I  w a n t e d  t o  t r y  o u t  t h i s  n e w
concept.

In s i l e n c e  I  h a d  o n e  t h o u g h t :  ' E v e n  i f
you d o  n o t  a g r e e  w i t h  t h e  methods o f  y o u r
teacher, y o u r  h a t r e d  a n d  t h e  w a y  y o u  d e a l
w i th  h i m  i s  w rong .  A s k  f o r  y o u r  t e a c h e r ' s
forg iveness. '  ' I  c a n n o t  a s k  t h e  f o r g i v e n e s s
o f  someone I  h a t e , '  I  r e p l i e d .  ' T h i s  w o u l d
be d i s h o n e s t  a n d  n o t  s i n c e r e . '  B u t  v e r y
qu ick ly  G o d  l e d  m e  t o  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  d e a l
w i th  Him. 'God, I  p r a y  t h a t  y o u  l i b e r a t e  me
from my  h a t r e d .  A n d  i f  y o u  d o  t h a t ,  I  w i l l
ask f o r  f o r g i v e n e s s . '  A n d  God s e t  m e  f r e e
from a  h a t r e d  l i k e  a  heavy  burden.  I  c o u l d
phys ica l l y  f e e l  i t .  I  w o u l d  n o t  h a v e
bel ieved t h a t  e a r l i e r .

So I  w e n t  w i t h  s h a k i n g  k n e e s  t o  t h e
s t a f f  r oom i n  my  schoo l .  What  a  r e l i e f ,  h e
was n o t  t h e r e !  B u t  o f  c o u r s e  I  c o u l d  n o t
get a r o u n d  i t .  I  s a i d  how s o r r y  I  w a s  f o r
my h a t r e d  a n d  m y  w r o n g  behav iou r.  I  t r i e d
to e x p l a i n  -  I  d o  n o t  k n o w  h o w  s u c c e s s -
f u l l y.  B u t  t h e  f a c t  i s  t h a t  s i n c e  t h a t  t a l k
the a tmosphe re  i n  o u r  c l a s s  changed.  A s
the o n l y  o n e  I  c o u l d  s u g g e s t  t o  t h e
teacher a n y  i d e a s  t o  i m p r o v e  t h e  l e s s o n s .
And we had  a  much b e t t e r  y e a r  t o g e t h e r.

I  expe r ienced  t h a t  m y  f a i t h  c o u l d  s h a p e
my s u r r o u n d i n g s  a n d  t h e  w o r l d  c r e a t i v e l y
and w i t h  b e t t e r  r e s u l t s  t h a n  s t r i k e s .  M y
experiment w o r k e d  a n d  I  d e c i d e d  t o
continue. A n d  w h e n  i t  s o m e t i m e s  becomes
d i f f i c u l t  i n  l i f e ,  i t  e n c o u r a g e s  m e  t o
th ink  how i t  d i d  w o r k  then .

Freeway -  more than dogma.
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STREET IFULK b y  Warren Buckley
I r e c e n t l y  m e t  a n  o l d  f r i e n d ;  i n  f a c t
someone I  h a d  n o t  s e e n  f o r  a l m o s t  f o u r
years. When  I  l a s t  s a w  h i m  I  w a s n ' t  a
Christian, hadn ' t  h a d  a n y  involvement w i t h
MRA a n d  h a d  n e v e r  heard  o f  Caux. However
we s o o n  came t o  t h e  quest ion ,  "And  w h a t
have y o u  b e e n  d o i n g  t h i s  summer?". I t  i s
at t h i s  p o i n t  t h a t  m y  m i n d  g o e s  b l a n k .
Just h o w  d o  y o u  descr ibe  t h r e e  weeks i n
Caux t o  an  o l d  f r i end?

This i s  n o t  a n  exper ience s o  d i f f e r e n t
to many o t h e r s  I  h a v e  h a d  o v e r  t h e  l a s t
few y e a r s  b u t  e a c h  t i m e  n e e d s  a  f r e s h
answer -  o n e  d i r e c t e d  s p e c i f i c a l l y  a t  t h e
person concerned. Those  t h r e e  weeks s p e n t
in Caux  w e r e  b u s y,  v a r i e d  a n d  rewarding.
They i n c l u d e d  t w o  y o u t h -hosted s e s s i o n s
and t h e  A f r i c a n ,  A s i a n ,  P a c i f i c  s e s s i o n .
Where t o  s t a r t ?

Having n o t  s e e n  t h i s  f r i e n d  f o r  a  w h i l e
I  dec ided  t o  p i c k  u p  o n  a  t o p i c a l  i s s u e
and s o  I  began  t o  t a l k  a b o u t  t h e  y o u t h
session C a r e  f o r  Creat ion.  I t  w a s  a  good
session w h i c h  c a m e  d i r e c t l y  a f t e r  t h e
dialogue o n  t h e  s a m e  s u b j e c t  b e t w e e n
scientists,  j u r i s t s  and t h e  church. We were
fortunate i n  t h a t  a  n u m b e r  o f  t h e
scientists s t a y e d  o n  t o  h e l p  u s  k e e p  o u r
heads o u t  o f  t h e  c louds  a n d  o u r  f e e t  o n
the ground.

We d i s c u s s e d  t h e  r e l a t i o n  b e t w e e n
personal f a i t h  a n d  t h e  c r e a t i o n ,  t h e
materialism which  l i e s  a t  t h e  r o o t  o f  o u r
destructive u s e  o f  t h e  p l a n e t  a n d  t h o s e
areas i n  o u r  own l i v e s  where  w e  c a n  make
a re levant  change.

A b r o t h e r  a n d  s i s t e r  f r o m  Canada t o l d
how o n  t h e i r  s m a l l  f a r m  t h e y  o n l y  made a
t r i p  t o  t h e  rubb ish  dump o n c e  e v e r y  f e w
weeks because o f  t h e  degree t o  which t h e y
recycled t h e i r  w a s t e .  Y o u n g  s c i e n t i s t s
shared h o w  G o d  h a d  l e d  t h e m  i n t o  t h e i r
studies, a n d  e x p e r t s  i n c r e a s e d  o u r
knowledge o f  where  w e  h a v e  a  p a r t .  A f t e r
f ive d a y s ,  e a c h  o f  u s  h a d  broadened o u r
thinking o n  t h e  environment  w h i l s t  a l s o
having deepened o u r  f a i t h s .

I  d e s c r i b e d  t h i s  t o  m y  f r i e n d  a s  a
background t o  Caux i t s e l f ;  t h e  v a r i e t y  o f
countries, f a i t h s  a n d  t h e  p e o p l e s ,  t h e
cooking a n d  s e r v i c e  teams  a n d  t h e  un ique
atmosphere. T h i s  a l l  l e d  t o  a n  i n t e r e s t i n g
chat u n t i l  w e  reached  t h e  p o i n t  when  h e
asked me about  my  own f a i t h .  When h e  l a s t
saw m e  I  w a s  a c t i v e l y  a n t i - re l ig ion ,  b u t
now I  f o u n d  m y s e l f  t e l l i n g  h i m  h o w  a n d
why I  h a d  become a  Chr is t ian .  T h e n  t o  my
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surprise and p leasure  h e  t a l k e d  o f  h i s
recently found f a i t h .

By n o w  o u r  c o n v e r s a t i o n  h a d  r e a c h e d
quite a  d e e p  l e v e l  a n d  h e  t o l d  m e  h o w
d i f f i c u l t  h e  was  f i n d i n g  i t  t o  t a l k  about
his f a i t h  a t  work.  T h i s  opened u p  t h e  way
for me t o  t e l l  h im about  t h e  second youth
session on "Fa i th  a t  Work".

ow l .

For f o u r  d a y s  w e  b e g a n  w i t h  a  t i m e
before b r e a k f a s t  o n  s u b j e c t s  s u c h  a s
friendship a t  w o r k ,  i n n e r  f r e e d o m  a n d
teamwork. W e  t h e n  h e a r d  f r o m  t h o s e  w h o
had l i v e d  o u t  t h e i r  f a i t h  i n  u n i v e r s i t i e s ,
big business and vo luntary  work. I n  a l l  we
shared o u r  own experiences and l e a r n t  f r o m
those o f  others.

Unfortunately i t  w a s  a t  t h i s  p o i n t  t h a t
we h a d  t o  g o  o u r  s e p a r a t e  ways,  b u t  w i
did s o  having decided t o  s t a y  i n  touch. A s
I  w a l k e d  a w a y  I  m a r v e l l e d  a t  h o w  o n c e
again G o d  h a d  u s e d  C a u x  i n  m y  l i f e .  O n
this o c c a s i o n  t o  g e t  b e y o n d  t h e
super f ic ia l i t ies  o f  a  he l lo /goodbye  l i f e
and onto personal  f a i t h  and t h e  world.

Maybe w h e n  n e x t  s u c h  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y
presents i t s e l f  I  w i l l  approach i t  w i t h
less t rep ida t ion  and g r e a t e r  j o y  and love.



PERMANENT TRAINING
by Emmanuelle Bastien

CAUX I S  A  PLACE o f  permanent  t r a i n i n g .
First  o f  a l l ,  i t  i s  a  p l a c e  o f  encounters;
encounters w i t h  peop le  y o u  d o n ' t  normal ly
meet b e c a u s e  t h e y  c o m e  f r o m  o t h e r
countries a n d  have  o t h e r  ways o f  l i f e .  I t
is a  g a t h e r i n g  o f  p e o p l e  w h o  h a v e  a
common i d e a :  t o  u s e  a l l  t h e i r  e n e r g y  t o
create a  b e t t e r  world.  Meet ing  such people
challenges m e .  I t  i s  a  g r o u p  t h a t  g i v e s
cause f o r  hope. I t  h e l p s  me s e e  how I  t o o
can use my energy i n  a  construct ive way.

I  h a v e  r e a l i s e d  t h a t  y o u  m u s t n ' t  b e
afraid o f  t a k i n g  o n  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s ,  a n d
that i t  i s  e v e n  o n e  o f  t h e  k e y s  t o  be ing
constructive. T o  b e  responsible f o r  what  I
am -  weaknesses included. O thers  can ' t  a n d

s h o u l d n ' t  t a k e  my l i f e  i n  hand. I t  i s  I  who
ust d iscover  my way  and my  ca l l ing ;  t a k e

responsibi l i ty f o r  t h e  p l a c e  I  l i v e  i n ;  b e
at tent ive t o  t h o s e  around me,  n o t  a l w a y s
leaving organisat ion and work t o  others.

In Caux I  t o o k  o n  t h e  organisat ion o f  a
meeting, ' C a r e e r  o r  C a l l i n g ' .  I t  w a s  a
chance t o  explore t h i s  subject  w i t h  others,
to work  together,  a n d  t o  t e s t  my  f a i t h  a t
the same  t i m e .  I t  w a s  a  g r e a t  j o y  t o
part icipate too.

By p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  everyday  t a s k s ,  y o u
can v e r i f y  t o  a  c e r t a i n  e x t e n t  t h a t  w h a t
you s a y  i s n ' t  g o i n g  ahead o f  y o u r  a c t u a l
way o f  l i v i n g  and th ink ing.  I n  t h e  se rv ice
teams, e a c h  t i m e  I  r e l e a r n  h o w  t o  s h a r e
out t a s k s  w i t h o u t  g i v i n g  o rders ,  (because
the f e e l i n g  o f  s u p e r i o r i t y  o f  o n e  w h o
knows how t h i n g s  work  c a n  come back  v e r y

asily). Wi t h  t i redness  you can become l e s s
patient a n d  h u r t  p e o p l e  w i t h o u t  e v e n
real iz ing i t .

I  h a v e  f o u n d  t h e r e  t r u e  f r i e n d s ,  w i t h
whom I  c a n  s h a r e  h o p e s ,  d i f f i c u l t i e s ,
searchings, a i m s .  A n d  s h a r i n g  i s  a l s o  a
way o f  advancing and t r a i n i n g  yoursel f .

Finally,  t o  l e a v e  Caux w i t h  a  b i t  m o r e
than you came w i t h ,  y o u  have t o  l e a r n  how
to p u t  y o u r s e l f  i n t o  i t ,  t o  g i v e  o f
yourself. I n  f a c t  I  s e e  t h a t  i t  i s  t h e  same
anywhere: i f  y o u  w a n t  t o  understand, h e l p
humanity f o r w a r d ,  y o u  h a v e  t o  i n v e s t
something o f  yoursel f .

Nine out o f  ten  dogs said

their owners preferred

LOWE ON CAUX
by Mike Lowe

THINKING AHEAD i s  n o t  something I  am v e r y
good a t ,  b u t  t h i s  summer i n  Caux some o f
us s t a r t e d  t o  t h i n k  about what  we  could do
in Caux summer 1990.

1989 s a w  a  d e p a r t u r e  f r o m  p r e v i o u s
'youth-hosted' sessions: t h e y  were based on
specific t h e m e s  -  C a r e  f o r  C r e a t i o n ,
Mediteanean F o c u s  a n d  F a i t h  a t  Work .  I t
was a n  e x p e r i m e n t  w e  t h o u g h t  w o r t h
continuing, s o  next  y e a r  we want t o  have a
youth-hosted sess ion  o n  t h e  theme Europe
in need.

Why Europe i n  need? Well ,  t o  those o f  u s
who l i v e  i n  E u r o p e  i t  i s  o b v i o u s  t h a t
Europe i s  i n  need. There  a r e  many problems
-  f a m i l y  b r e a k - u p ,  d r u g  a b u s e ,  r a c i a l
tensions-. t h e  l i s t  could go  on and on.

At t h e  same t i m e  Europe h a s  a  g r e a t
heritage. I n  many ways  t h e  foundat ions o f
the modern w o r l d  a r e  European, f r o m  t h e
ideas o f  p a r l i a m e n t r y  d e m o c r a c y  t o
revolutionary marxism. C h i n a ,  o n e  o f  t h e
oldest c i v i l i z a t i o n s ,  i s  governed according
to ideas thought u p  b y  K a r l  Marx, a  German
Jew. Europeans h a v e  a lways  exported  t h e i r
ideas and help.

Now w e  need t o  t u r n  t h e  t a b l e s  and a s k
help f rom t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  wor ld  i n  f i n d i n g
what i n  o u r  h e r i t a g e  i s  w o r t h  keeping and
what c a n  w e  a l s o  l e a r n  f r o m  o t h e r
cultures.

One f u r t h e r  aspect  o f  t h i s  theme i s  t h a t
Europe a l s o  m e a n s  c e n t r a l  a n d  e a s t e r n
Europe. F o r  t h e  l a s t  4 0  y e a r s  t h e  g r e a t
ideological d i v i d e  i n  t h e  w o r l d  h a s  r u n
through Europe's h e a r t .  Now t h a t  t h e  ' i r o n
curtain' i s  d i s i n t e g r a t i n g ,  h o w  d o  w e
reconcile o u r  v a s t l y  d i f f e r e n t  experiences?
Either w e  l e a r n  f r o m  e a c h  o t h e r  o r  w e
reject what  we  cannot understand.

The massive i n f l u x  o f  refugees f rom East
Germany r a i s e s  t h e  whole quest ion  o f  what
should b e  t h e  a t t i t u d e  o f  r i c h  c o u n t r i e s
to r e f u g e e s  f r o m  p o o r  countr ies ,  a n d  how
do t h e  refugees begin  t o  f e e l  a  v i t a l  p a r t
of t h e i r  new homeland.

These a r e  j u s t  a  f e w  musings, b u t  w e
w i l l  need t o  massage o u r  c o l l e c t i v e  b ra ins
i f  t h e  s e s s i o n  i s  t o  l i v e  u p  t o  t h e
promise o f  i t s  t i t l e .  W h o  s h o u l d  b e
invited? What should b e  t h e  themes o f  each
day's meet ings  a n d  h o w  d o  w e  d e a l  w i t h
those themes?

Perhaps t h e  g r e a t e s t  need  i n  E u r o  a  i s
that t o  a  l a r g e  e x t e n t  w e  have  f o r g  t e n
God. I f  w e  d o  t h e  t h i n g  r i g h t  w e  m i g h t
help Europe t o  rediscover Him.
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01-12E01 TO DE CALIIVIE
by Edward Peters

Edward Peters with his wife Elisabeth
APOLOGIES I F  I T  SOUNDS a  c l i c h é ,  b u t  w e
seem t o  b e  a t  a n  a m a z i n g  m o m e n t  i n
h i s t o r y.  T h e  pace  o f  change i s  f r e n e t i c  and
much o f  i t  a p p e a r s  t o  b e  f o r  t h e  b e t t e r .
I t  i s  a s  t h o u g h  t h e  w o r l d  h a s  s u d d e n l y
decided t h a t  i t  c a n n o t  g o  i n t o  t h e  1 9 9 0 ' s
in  i t s  p r e s e n t  s t a t e .  T h e  I r a n - I r a q  w a r
has ended.  T h e  S o v i e t  U n i o n  h a s  w i t h d r a w n
from A f g h a n i s t a n .  V i e t n a m e s e  t r o o p s  h a v e
l e f t  C a m b o d i a .  D e m o c r a c y  i s  c o m i n g  t o
Poland a n d  H u n g a r y.  T h e  S o v i e t  U n i o n  i s
opening up .

Wait a  m i n u t e ,  y o u  m a y  s a y.  W h a t  a b o u t
China? W h a t  a b o u t  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t ?  W h a t
about a  t h o u s a n d  o t h e r  p r o b l e m s ?  F a i r
enough. B u t  t h e r e  i s  s t i l l  c a u s e  f o r
considerable opt imism.

Take E a s t e r n  E u r o p e .  O n  a  v i s i t  t o
Poland i n  J u n e ,  P r e s i d e n t  B u s h  s a i d  t h a t
h i s  m o s t  h o p e f u l  e s t i m a t e  o f  h o w  l o n g  i t
would t a k e  b e f o r e  t h e r e  wou ld  b e  a

an emp i re  t h r e a t e n e d

s o l i d a r i t y  P r i m e  M i n i s t e r  w a s  t h r e e  y e a r s .
I t  h a s  t a k e n  t h r e e  m o n t h s .  H u n g a r y,  n o t
wish ing t o  b e  o u t d o n e  b y  i t s  n e i g h b o u r s ,
has announced f r e e  e l e c t i o n s  w h i c h  c o u l d ,
by F e b r u a r y ,  m a k e  i t  t h e  f i r s t  t r u l y
democrat ic n a t i o n  i n  t h e  E a s t e r n  b l o c .
Meanwhile i n  Moscow, Gorbachev h a s  f u r t h e r
consol idated h i s  r e f o r m i s t  l eade rsh ip .

There i s  o f  c o u r s e  a n o t h e r  s i d e  w h i c h
must b e  heeded.  S o v i e t  d i s s i d e n t  s c i e n t i s t
Andrei  Sakharov,  among  o t h e r s ,  h a s  w a r n e d
against  W e s t e r n  complacency.  S p e a k i n g  i n
Tokyo, B r i t i s h  P r i m e  M i n i s t e r  M a r g a r e t
Thatcher p o i n t s  o u t  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  n o t h i n g
more d a n g e r o u s  t h a n  a n  e m p i r e  t h r e a t e n e d
by c o l l a p s e .  E v e n t s  i n  Pek ing  i n  J u n e  w a r n
us o f  t h e  t r u t h  o f  t h i s  v i e w .  A  s e n i o r
l e c t u r e r  i n  R u s s i a n  g o v e r n m e n t  b e l i e v e s
that ,  because  o f  r i s i n g  n a t i o n a l i s m  i n  t h e

republics, t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i n  t h e  USSR i s
more dangerous t h a n  t h a t  which l e d  t o  t h e
Tiananman massacre. And many knowledgeable
people be l i eve  t h a t  i n  Poland, S o l i d a r i t y  -
by accept ing a  government r o l e  -  h a s  g o t
i t s e l f  i n t o  a n  impossible s i tua t ion .

So c a u t i o n  i s  r e q u i r e d .  B u t  n o t
pessimism. R a t h e r  w e  should t h i n k  o f  what
we can do  which might support  t h e  pos i t ive
changes t a k i n g  p l a c e .  W e  c a n  a l l  d o
something, e v e n  i f  o n l y  t h r o u g h  l e t t e r s
and p r a y e r.

In Caux  t h i s  summer,  o n e  c e r t a i n l y  f e l t
Eastern E u r o p e  b e i n g  t o u c h e d .  F o r  t h e
f i r s t  t i m e ,  P o l e s  came i n  l a r g e  numbers  -
about s i x t y  i n  a l l .  " W e  h a v e  s e e n  h e r e
signs o f  G o d ' s  l o v e  f o r  u s , "  o n e  o f  thepa..,
said, a d d i n g ,  " W e  n e e d  t o  c h a n g e ,  a n
deeply. We  m u s t  g i v e  o u r  l i v e s  t o  God,and
commit o u r s e l v e s  t o  H i s  p l a n . "  A n o t h e r
remarked, " H e r e  i n  C a u x  o n e  f i n d s  t h e
t r u t h  a b o u t  o n e s e l f . "

A R u s s i a n  p h i l o s o p h e r  s p o k e  f r o m  t h e
plat form.  " I n  t h e  t o t a l i t a r i a n  s o c i a l i s t
coun t r ies—every th ing  i s  d e c i d e d  f o r  y o u .
My g r e a t e s t  d i s c o v e r y  h a s  b e e n  t h e
discovery o f  f r e e d o m .  I t  h a p p e n e d  i n
three s t a g e s .  F i r s t l y  a  f r e e d o m  f r o m  t h e
yoke o f  t h e  s t a t e  w h i c h  s t o p s  y o u  t h i n k i n g
your own t h o u g h t s .  Then  t h e r e  was  t h e

A Russ ian  p h i l o s o p h e r

discovery o f  God, o f  a n  i n n e r  f reedom, o f
wor ld f u l l  o f  t h e  u n e x p e c t e d ,  t h e
miraculous, o f  d i v i n e  l o v e  f o r  e a c h
ind iv idua l .  F i n a l l y ,  I ' v e  l e a r n t  h e r e
something f o r  m y  l i f e :  t h a t  i n n e r  f r e e d o m
can't J u s t  b e  o u r  p r i v a t e  p r o p e r t y.  We mus t
share i t ,  a n d  r e f u s e  t h e  p r i v i l e g e  o f  b e i n g
f ree  o n  o u r  own,  a l o n g s i d e  o t h e r s  w h o  a r e
not y e t  f r e e .  I t  means a l s o  knowing  how t o
share n o t  J u s t  t h e  q u a l i t i e s  b u t  a l s o  t h e
sins. I  w a n t  t o  a s k  f o r g i v e n e s s  o f  a l l
those w h o  h a v e  s u f f e r e d  a t  t h e  h a n d s  o f
my c o u n t r y :  E a s t e r n  E u r o p e ,  P o l a n d ,
Czechoslovakia, Germany.  F o r  a l l  t h e  e v i l ,
but a l s o  t h e  f e a r ,  t h e  s u f f e r i n g ,  t h e  l i e s . "

Cambodia i s  a n o t h e r  c o u n t r y  e n t e r i n g  a
dec is ive p e r i o d .  W i t h  t h e  f a i l u r e  o f  t h e
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  p e a c e  c o n f e r e n c e  i n  P a r i s  i n
August, r e n e w e d  c i v i l  w a r  s e e m s  l i k e l y .
But t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  f u r t h e r  t a l k s  i n
ea r l y  1 9 9 0  h o l d s  o u t  s o m e  hope .  I n  C a u x
t h i s  s u m m e r  t h e r e  w a s  o n e  o f  t h o s e
amazing moments when y o u  f e l t  God  mov ing.
At a  s e m i n a r  a  Cambodian l a d y  s p o k e  w i t h
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Berl in M a l l  -  H o w  l o n g  w i l l  i t  l a s t ?

' ' f e e l i n g  a b o u t  h e r  c o u n t r y  a n d  a b o u t
Vietnamese i n t e r f e r e n c e .

Two y o u n g  V i e t n a m e s e  s t u d e n t s  f r o m
Oxford w e r e  s i t t i n g  i n  t h e  f r o n t  r o w .  A t
the e n d  o f  t h e  s e m i n a r  t h e  cha i rman  asked
them w h e t h e r  t h e y  w i s h e d  t o  s a y  a n y t h i n g .
One o f  t hem,  a n  unassuming y o u n g  man, g o t
up a n d  s a i d  v e r y  s i m p l y :  " O f  a l l  t h e
problems f a c i n g  o u r  r e g i o n ,  t h e  o n e  t h a t
has c o n c e r n e d  m e  m o s t  i s  t h e  h a t r e d
between o u r  c o u n t r i e s  a n d  w i t h i n  t h e m .  I
want t o  s a y  I ' m  s o r r y  f o r  w h a t  h a s  b e e n
done i n  C a m b o d i a  i n  t h e  n a m e  o f  t h e
Vietnamese p e o p l e . "  T h e n  h e  s a t  down.  O n e
sensed i n  t h a t  m o m e n t  t h e  s e e d s  o f  a
profound h o p e  f o r  w h a t  c o u l d  h a p p e n  i n
Indo-China i f  t h a t  k i n d  o f  r e c o n c i l i a t i o n
and h e a l i n g  c o u l d  b e  m u l t i p l i e d .

Auk The s e c o n d  V i e t n a m e s e  s p o k e  a b o u t  h i s
d iscovery o f  h i s  ' s p l i t  p e r s o n a l i t y ' :  a n
American p a r t  ( h e  h a s  l i v e d  i n  t h e  U S
since h e  w a s  n i n e )  a n d  a  Vie tnamese p a r t .

ha t red  between o u r  c o u n t r i e s

" I  n e e d  t o  f i n d  i n n e r  r e c o n c i l i a t i o n
between t h e s e  t w o  s i d e s  o f  m e , "  h e  s a i d ,

Does your dog read Freeway?

Why not  give him/her a
Christmas subscription?

"before I  c a n  h e l p  m y  peop le . "  He  r e t u r n e d
to Amer i ca  w i t h  a  f i r m  c o n v i c t i o n  t o  b e g i n
to w o r k  o u t  w i t h  o t h e r s  how  t o  c o n t r i b u t e
to  t h e  r e b u i l d i n g  o f  h i s  c o u n t r y.

These a r e  j u s t  b r i e f  g l i m p s e s  o f  t h e
many m i r a c l e s  G o d  g a v e  i n  a  Caux  summer
of  g r e a t  w o n d e r  a n d  p r o m i s e .  M u c h  e l s e
could b e  m e n t i o n e d  -  t h e  Lebanese ,  t h e
Burmese, t h e  A f r i c a n s . . .  Wha t  came home t o
me i s  t h a t  p e o p l e  f r o m  many  p a r t s  o f  t h e
wor ld a r e  i n c r e a s i n g l y  l o o k i n g  t o  Caux a n d
to M o r a l -Rearmament t o  p l a y  a  v i t a l  p a r t
in t h e  changes, a t  t h e  deepest  human l e v e l ,
which a r e  r e q u i r e d  i f  t h e  n e e d s  o f  t h e
world a r e  t o  b e  met .

I t  i s  a  c h a l l e n g e  t o  u s .  We  d o n ' t  c l a i m
to have  a l l  t h e  answers.  B u t  a r e  we  r e a d y
to s h a r e  w i t h o u t  d i f f i d e n c e  w h a t  w e  h a v e
found? W i l l  w e  e a c h  h a v e  t h e  d i s c i p l i n e
and commi t tment ,  t h e  r e a d i n e s s  t o  p u t  t h e
needs o f  o t h e r s  a n d  o f  n a t i o n s  a h e a d  o f
personal p l a n s ,  w h i c h  c o u l d  m a k e  a
con t r i bu t i on?

I t ' s  a  t i m e  o f  g r e a t  a d v e n t u r e .  I t ' s
great  t o  b e  a l i v e .
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WHEN I  LOOK A T  WAR MEMORIALS, I  o f t e n
count t h e i r  names.  T h e  s h e e r  numbers  a r e
stagger ing.  E v e n  i n  t h e  s m a l l e s t  v i l l a g e
there i s  a  l i s t .  T w o  w o r l d  w a r s  p o i n t  t o
one b i g  r e a s o n  w h y  t h e  w o r l d  i n  t h i s
century  h a s  been s h o r t  o f  l eade rsh ip .

Some m e m o r i a l s  h a v e  t h e  n a m e s  o f  m y
mother's t h r e e  e l d e r  b r o t h e r s  w h o  w e r e
k i l l e d  i n  France,  1914 ,  1915 ,  1916.

I  a l s o  t h i n k  o f  m y  f a t h e r  w h o  s u r v i v e d
the B a t t l e  o f  t h e  S o m m e ,  1 9 1 6 ,  a n d
Passchendaale, 1 9 1 7 ,  a n d  s a i d  h e  c o u l d
never r e c o v e r  h i s  f a i t h  a f t e r w a r d s  -
a l though I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  h i s  s h e e r  k i n d n e s s
and encouragement  came f r o m  a  d e e p  i n n e r
source.

But w h a t  a r e  t h e  i n g r e d i e n t s  o f  t h i s
leadersh ip  t h a t  t h e  w o r l d  i s  s h o r t  o f ?

Not l o n g  b e f o r e  h i s  end,  t h e  d i s c i p l e s  o f
Chr is t  h a d  a  d i s p u t e  a s  t o  w h i c h  o f  t h e m
should b e  t h e  g r e a t e s t .  C h r i s t  s e t  a  c h i l d
in t h e i r  m i d s t  a n d  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  t o  b e
grea t  w a s  t o  b e  c h i l d l i k e  -  s i m p l e ,
teachable, wondrous.

Then s o o n  a f t e r ,  a t  t h e  L a s t  S u p p e r ,
Chr is t  washed t h e i r  f e e t  a n d  s o  u n d e r l i n e d
f o r  a l l  t i m e  t h a t  h i s  G o s p e l  w a s  o n e  o f
love and  h u m i l i t y  and  n o t  power.

Think o f  t h e  power lessness  o f  t h e  l i f e
o f  C h r i s t .  H e  w h o  c o u l d  h a v e  h a d  t h e
h ighest  p l ace ,  chose  t h e  l o w e s t ,  a n d  n o  one
has been a b l e  t o  t a k e  i t  away  f r o m  h im.

Archbishop An thony  Bloom o f  t h e  Or thodox
church t a k e s  C h r i s t ' s  w o r d s ,  " L e t  y o u r
l i g h t  s o  s h i n e  b e f o r e  m e n  t h a t  t h e y  m a y
see y o u r  g o o d  w o r k s  a n d  g l o r i f y  y o u r
Father  w h i c h  i s  i n  heaven ' ;  a n d  adds ,  ' r i o t
y o u r  t a l e n t ,  n o t  y o u r  i n t e l l i g e n c e ,  n o t
your  g i f t s ,  b u t  God 's  l i g h t  s h i n i n g  t h r o u g h
you".
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I  u s e d  t o  t h i n k  t h a t  p e r s o n a l  s u c c e s s
would g i v e  m e  a  p l a t f o r m .  B u t  s u c h  a
p la t f o rm  o n l y  r a i s e s  m e  u p .  C  S  L e w i s  i n
'The S c r e w t a p e  L e t t e r s '  w r o t e ,  ' P r o s p e r i t y
k n i t s  a  man  t o  t h e  w o r l d .  H e  f e e l s  h e  i s
f i n d i n g  a  p l a c e  i n  i t ,  w h i l e  r e a l l y  t h e
wor ld i s  f i n d i n g  a  p l a c e  i n  Him'.

8

TEE MELEIESS
No o n e  t h r o u g h  h i s t o r y  c a n  h a v e  b e e n

more l o n e l y  t h a n  C h r i s t  w a s  o n  t h a t  l a s t
f a t e f u l  n i g h t .  H i s  enemies  w e r e  c o n s p i r i n g
w i th  such  h a t e  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  a b l e  t o  s t a y
up a l l  n i g h t .  H i s  d i s c i p l e s  w e r e  s l e e p i n g .
They seemeo t o  unders tand  s o  l i t t l e .  L a t e r ,
when h e  was  a r r e s t e d ,  t h e y  a l l  f o r s o o k  h i m
and f l e d .

Yet C h r i s t  w a s  r e a d y  t o  d i e  a n d  t o
en t rus t  h i s  w o r k  t o  t h e s e  people.

Such c o u r a g e  i s  b e y o n d  h u m a n
comprehension.

In R u s s i  L a l a ' s  s p l e n d i d  book ,  ' I n  Search
o f  Leade rsh ip ;  h e  q u o t e s  a n  a r t i c l e  b y  a n
I s r a e l i  l e a d e r,  Sh imon Peres ,  w r i t t e n  a f t e r
the a s s a s s i n a t i o n  o f  P r e s i d e n t  S a d a t  o f
Egypt. ' S a d a t  t o l d  m e  o f  h i s  s e a r c h  f o r
lonel iness.  I t  w a s  t h i s  l o n e l i n e s s  w h i c h
f reed  h i m  i n  many  w a y s  f r o m  d a i l y  r o u t i n e
and p e r m i t t e d  h i m  t o  r e m a i n  a l o n e  t o
meditate. T h i s  i n c l i n a t i o n  h e  h a d  t o  b e
alone -  t o  t h i n k  w i t h o u t  b e i n g  i n t e r r u p t e d ,
to b e  i n  command o f  h i s  t i m e ,  t o  p r e f e r  a
t ree  t o  a  desk ,  a  f l o w e r  t o  a  f i l e  -  made
him i n t o  a  m o d e l  l e a d e r ,  w i t h  m o r e  t i m e
f o r  c o n t e m p l a t i o n  a n d  l e s s  t i m e  f o r
fuss ing . '

Lala a l s o  q u o t e s  P r e s i d e n t  C a r t e r ,  w h o
wrote t h a t  t h e  m o s t  v i v i d  i m p r e s s i o n  o f
h is  p res idency  was  ' t h e  l o n e l i n e s s  i n  w h i c h
most d i f f i c u l t  d e c i s i o n s  have  t o  b e  made'.

I  h a v e  j u s t  d i s c o v e r e d  t h i s  p a s s a g e  i n
the b o o k  o f  I s a i a h ,  c h a p t e r  3 2 .  ' I f  t h e
r u l e r s  l i v e  r i g h t e o u s l y  a n d  r u l e  J u s t l y
they w i l l  b e  l i k e  r u n n i n g  s t r e a m s  i n  a  d r y
country,  l i k e  shadows o f  a  g r e a t  r o c k  i n  a
weary l a n d .  P e o p l e  w i l l  l i s t e n  a n d  t h e
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has ty  w i l l  l e a r n ,  a n d  t h e  decaden t  w o r l d
w i l l  n o  l o n g e r  be  c a l l e d  nob le . '

Such s t r eams  need a  deep source.

Later  I s a i a h  w r i t e s  ( i n  c h a p t e r  4 9 ) ,  ' H e
made m y  t o n g u e  h i s  s h a r p  s w o r d  a n d
concealed me  i n  t h e  c o v e r  o f  h i s  hand. H e
made m e  a  p o l i s h e d  a r r o w  a n d  h i d  m e  o u t
o f  s i g h t  i n  h i s  q u i v e r .  I  s a i d ,  " I  h a v e
laboured i n  va i n " .  T h e  L o r d  sa id ,  " I t  i s  t o o
s l i g h t  a  t a s k  t o  r e s t o r e  t h e  t r i b e s  o f
Jacob. I  w i l l  m a k e  y o u  a  l i g h t  t o  t h e
nat ions, t o  b e  m y  s a l v a t i o n  t o  t h e  e n d s  o f
the e a r t h . ' "

'An a r r o w  h i dden  i n  t h e  q u i v e r  o f  God. A
l i g h t  t o  t h e  n a t i o n s . '  U n s e l f i s h ,  u n l i m i t e d .
When I s a i a h  c o m p l a i n s  o f  h i s  i n a d e q u a c y,
the L o r d  g i v e s  h i m  a  t a s k  t h a t  i s  b i g g e r
s t i l l .

Farsightedness.

Henry Drummond w r o t e ,  ' I t  i s  g i v e n  t o
some t o  w o r k  f o r  i m m e d i a t e  r e s u l t s ,  a n d
from y e a r  t o  y e a r  t h e y  c a n  r e c k o n  u p  a
balance o f  success. B u t  t h e  men who  g e t  n o
s t imu lus  f r o m  a n y  v i s i b l e  r e w a r d ,  w h o s e
l i v e s  p a s s  w h i l e  t h e  o b j e c t s  f o r  w h i c h
they t o i l  a r e  t o o  f a r  a w a y  t o  c o m f o r t
them; t h e  men who  h o l d  a l o o f  f r o m  d a z z l i n g
schemes a n d  e a r n  t h e  m i sunde rs tand ing  o f
the c r o w d  b e c a u s e  t h e y  f o r e s e e  r e m o t e r
issues, w h o  e v e n  o p p o s e  a  s e e m i n g  g o o d
because a  d e e p e r  e v i l  l u r k s  beyond;  t h e s e
are t h e  s ta tesmen o f  t h e  Kingdom o f  God.'

They may b e  l o n e  vo ices ,  p rophe ts .

Gandhi w r o t e ,  ' T h e  l e a d e r s h i p  o f  t h e  t r u e
man o f  God  i s  measured  b y  t h e  p u r i t y  o f
h i s  l i f e ,  t h e  u n s e l f i s h n e s s  o f  h i s  m i s s i o n
and t h e  b r e a d t h  o f  h i s  o u t l o o k !  W h e n

Gandhi w a s  becoming t o o  busy  h e  r e s o r t e d
to t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  observ ing  a  d a y  o f
silence every  Friday.

Before h e  chose h i s  1 2  d isc ip les ,  C h r i s t
spent t h e  whole n ight  i n  prayer  t o  God.

True leadership means f i r s t  o f  a l l  being
led. T h e n  i t  c a n  b e  i n s p i r e d ,  a n d  c a n
inspire. Otherwise  i t  w i l l  e a s i l y  dominate
and c o n t r o l .  A  b e e c h  t r e e  i s  impressive,
but nothing grows under i t .

A contemporary s a i d  o f  Drummond, ' H e
made y o u  f e e l  y o u  w e r e  s t r o n g e r  a n d  y o u r
work b e t t e r  t h a n  y o u  da red  t o  be l i eve ' .

Robert B rown ing ,  i n  h i s  poem ' T h e  l o s t
leader' w r i t e s  a b o u t  a  g r e a t  l e a d e r  w h o
turns back.

'Blot out his name, then record one lost soul more

One task more declined, one more footpath untrod,

One more devil's triumph and sorrow for angels

One wrong more to man, one more insult to God, '

There i s  a  l o n e l y  r o a d  t h a t  beckons u s
a l l :  a  c l e a r  f o o t p a t h ,  a  d e f i n i t e  t a s k .

I t  does  n o t  mean work ing  a lone .

But i t  does  mean s t a n d i n g  a lone .

To b e  a  se rvan t  a n d  a  prophet .

RETURN TO THE CENTRE
FREEDOM I S  T H E  POWER T O  ASSENT t o  t h e
d iv ine l i f e  i n  u s .  B u t  i t  i s  a l s o  t h e  power
to r e j e c t  t h e  d i v i n e  l i f e ,  t o  c e n t r e  o n  t h e
se l f .

The w a y  t o  t r u t h  i s  n o t  t h a t  o f
progress, b u t  t h a t  o f  r e t u r n .  T h e r e  c a n  b e
no c o n s t a n t  p r o g r e s s  i n  t h e  knowledge  o f
the T r u t h .  T h e r e  c a n  o n l y  b e  a  c o n s t a n t
s t r i v i n g  t o  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  s o u r c e ,  t o  t h e
or ig in ,  t o  w h a t  t h e  c h i n e s e  c a l l  ' t h e
uncarved b lock ' .  H u m i l i t y,  s i m p l i c i t y ,  p u r i t y
o f  h e a r t ;  t h e s e  a r e  t h e  pathways t o  t r u t h .

Poverty, c h a s t i t y ,  a n d  o b e d i e n c e  -  t h e
renunc ia t ion  o f  t h e  w o r l d ,  t h e  f l e s h  a n d
the e g o  -  a r e  t h e  b a s i s  n o t  o n l y  o f  a l l
r e l i g i o u s  l i f e ,  b u t  o f  a l l  h u m a n  l i f e .
Detachment i s  t h e  u n i v e r s a l  l a w .  Y o u
cannot e n j o y  a n y t h i n g  u n t i l  y o u  h a v e
learned t o  b e  de tached  f r o m  i t .  I t  i s  n o t
the d r u n k a r d  w h o  e n j o y s  w i n e ,  o r  t h e
g l u t t o n  w h o  e n j o y s  f o o d ,  o r  t h e  s e n s u a l i s t
who e n j o y s  l o v e .  T h e  p e r f e c t  a r t i s t  -
whether dancer,  o r  a c t o r  o r  a t h l e t e ,  i s  n o t
one who i n d u l g e s  t h e  body  b u t  o n e  who  h a s
mastered t h e  body.

Bede G r i f f i t h s  i s  a  m o n k  o f  t h e
Benedict ine o r d e r ,  w h o  l i v e s  i n  a  H i n d i
Ashram i n  S o u t h  I n d i a .  H e  h a s  b e e n  i n
India s i n c e  1955.
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Ian Hea ley  w r i t e s :

B r i t a i n  i s  i n  n e e d .  I n  a n  a t t e m p t  t o
tack le  t h e s e  n e e d s ,  a  c a m p a i g n  h a s  b e e n
s ta r ted .  M u c h  o f  i t  f o c u s e s  a r o u n d  t w o
plays: L e t ' s  T a l k  Tu r k e y,  a  comedy  a b o u t
fami ly  l i f e  b y  P h i l i p  Tynda le -B iscoe ,  a n d
Beyond Comprehension, b y  Howard Grace.  T h e
l a t t e r  c o v e r s  many i s s u e s ,  f r o m  pu rpose  o f
l i f e  t o  s e l f i s h n e s s  t o  a b o r t i o n ,  a n d  i s  a
valuable weapon t o  p r o v o k e  d i s c u s s i o n .  S e t
in a  s c h o o l ,  i t  h a s  a l r e a d y  b e e n  welcomed
in m a n y  s i x t h - f o r m s  a r o u n d  E n g l a n d ,  a n d
r e a l l y  seems t o  f i l l  a  g a p  -  some t e a c h e r s
agreeing t o  p e r f o r m  i t ,  b e f o r e  e v e n
reading i t !

The campa ign ,  w i t h  t h e  t h e m e  ' L i v i n g
For A  Change ' ,  i s  g r o w i n g  a l l  t h e  t i m e ;
Howard G r a c e  h a s  r e s i g n e d  h i s  j o b  a s  a
Maths t e a c h e r  a n d  m o v e d  t o  T i r l e y  G a r t h
w i th  h i s  w h o l e  f a m i l y.  P e t e r ,  S u  and  Grace
Ridde l l  a r e  s o o n  t o  j o i n  t h e m  t h e r e .  A n d
qu i t e  u n e x p e c t e d l y,  t h e r e  a r e  o t h e r s ,  o n e
of  whom i s  A n g e l a  W i l l o u g h b y,  w h o  w r i t e s
below.

by Angela Willoughby

I  ARRIVED AT  CAUX FOR t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  t h i s
year, c o m p l e t e l y  u n s u s p e c t i n g  o f  t h e
changes i n  m y  p l a n s  t h a t  m y  e x p e r i e n c e
there w o u l d  b r i n g .  I  h a d  j u s t  f i n i s h e d  m y
degree c o u r s e  i n  F r e n c h  a n d  S p a n i s h  a n d
was h a p p i l y  l o o k i n g  f o r w a r d  t o  b e g i n n i n g
Peace S t u d i e s  c o u r s e  i n  Oc tober  a l t h o u g h  I
was s t i l l '  a w a i t i n g  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  t h e
grant  t h a t  I  was  hop ing  f o r .

During t h e  s u m m e r  I  b e c a m e  m o r e  a n d
more i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  w o r k  o f  M o r a l  R e -
Armament a n d  a t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e ,  m o r e  a n d
more c o n f u s e d  a b o u t  w h a t  G o d  r e a l l y  d i d
want m e  t o  d o  t h i s  coming  y e a r  e s p e c i a l l y
as I  n o  l o n g e r  f e l t  s o  s u r e  a b o u t  m y
planned c o u r s e  o f  s t u d y .  A s  I  m e t  m o r e
people a t  C a u x ,  m o r e  n e w  a n d  e x c i t i n g
p o s s i b i l i t i e s  opened  u p ,  o n e  o f  w h i c h  w a s
an i n v i t a t i o n  t o  j o i n  t h i s  campaign. I  m u s t
admit t h a t  a t  t h i s  p o i n t  t h e  i d e a  o f
s tay ing  i n  B r i t a i n  w a s  n o t  t h e  m o s t
appeal ing because  I  g e n e r a l l y  p r e f e r  b e i n g
in m o r e  r e m o t e  a n d  f o r e i g n  p a r t s  o f  t h e
world. S o  w i t h  a l l  t h e s e  i d e a s  i n  m ind ,
decided t o  c o n t i n u e  w a i t i n g  f o r  t h e
r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  g r a n t  a n d  t o  l e t  t h a t  b e
the d e c i d i n g  f a c t o r .  Howeve r,  d u r i n g  t h i s
time, I  f e l t  a  g r o w i n g  c o n v i c t i o n  t h a t  t h e
campaign w a s  w h a t  God w a s  i n  f a c t  c a l l i n g
me t o  d o  t h i s  y e a r ,  a n d  t h e  t u r n i n g  p o i n t
came w h e n  I  s u d d e n l y  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  I
should n o t  a l l o w  e x t e r n a l  c i r cums tances  t o
guide m y  l i f e ,  b u t  t o  m a k e  t h e  d e c i s i o n
f o r  m y s e l f  w i t h  God ' s  h e l p  b e f o r e  I  k n e w
whether I  h a d  s e c u r e d  t h e  money  o r  n o t .
This q u i c k l y  l e d  m e  t o  a  v e r y  c l e a r
dec is ion t o  j o i n  t h e  campa ign  a n d  l a u n c h
out i n t o  t h e  u n k n o w n !  O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
essen t i a l  t h i n g s  t h a t  I  h a v e  l e a r n e d  f r o m
t h i s  e x p e r i e n c e  i s  t h a t  I  m u s t  d e p e n d
so le l y  o n  G o d ' s  g u i d a n c e  a n d  t h a t  i f  G o d
gives me j u s t  enough l i g h t  t o  s e e  o n l y  t h e
next s t e p ,  I  s h o u l d  b o l d l y  t a k e  t h a t  s t e p
w i thou t  t r y i n g  t o  see  t h e  who le  pa th .

"Whatever G o d  g i v e s ,  t a k e ,  w h a t e v e r  H e
takes, g i v e "  Mo the r  Teresa .
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by Lisa Armentrout
AS AN AMERICAN, i t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  me t h a t
people u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  m y  c o u n t r y  i s  f u l l
o f  m a n y  d i f f e r e n t  k i n d s  o f  p e o p l e .  I t  i s
impossible t o  make v a s t  g e n e r a l i z a t i o n s .  I
can p r o m i s e  y o u  t h a t  w e  d o  n o t  w a t c h
t e l e v i s i o n  a l l  o f  t h e  t i m e  a n d  d o  n o t  a l l
have m ic rowaves .  McDona lds  i s  d e f i n i t e l y
not t h e  o n l y  p l a c e  w e  e a t  a t .  A l t h o u g h
almost o n e  o u t  o f  e v e r y  t w o  m a r r i a g e s
ends i n  d i v o r c e ,  f a m i l y  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t o
many people .  We d o  have  mea ls  t o g e t h e r,  w e
do s p e n d  t i m e  t o g e t h e r  s h a r i n g  o u r  i d e a s
and b e l i e f s  and  w h a t  w e  f e e l  deep ly  i n  o u r
hearts.

However, t h e r e  i s  a l s o  a  r u s h e d  s i d e  t o
our s o c i e t y .  I  l i v e  o n  t h e  We s t  c o a s t  o f
the U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  a n d  a l t h o u g h  we  rush ,  i t
i s  a  d i f f e r e n t  k i n d  o f  t e n s i o n  a n d  h u r r y
than o n e  f e e l s  o n  t h e  E a s t  c o a s t .  N o t  a l l
o f  t h e  U S  i s  l i k e  N e w  Y o r k  a n d  L o s
Angeles. Where I  l i v e ,  i n  Oregon, t h e r e  a r e
t rees a n d  mounta ins  and  r i v e r s  and  beaches
and l a k e s .  O u r  b i g g e s t  c i t y  i n  t h e  s t a t e ,
Port land, i s  s u r r o u n d e d  b y  t h i s  n a t u r a l
beauty.

Port land i s  b e a u t i f u l  a n d  p e a c e f u l ;  w e
also h a v e  a  l o t  o f  t r a f f i c ,  a n d  p e o p l e
hur ry  a l o n g  t h e  s t r e e t s  i n  t h e i r  o w n
l i t t l e  w o r l d  s o m e t i m e s .  W e  h a v e  a n
increas ing h o m e l e s s  popu la t i on .

There i s  a n  a lmos t  c o n s t a n t  s t r u g g l e  f o r
people t o  e a r n  enough money t o  m a i n t a i n  a
good s t a n d a r d  o f  l i v i n g .  I n  t h e  r u s h  t o
prosper many peop le  a r e  t r a m p l e d  upon,  a n d
our w o r l d  i s  t h e  weaker  because o f  i t .  F o r
some, i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  s e e  b e y o n d  t h e
shadows o f  t h e  ' A m e r i c a n  d r e a m ' .  W h e n
caught i n  t h e  r u s h ,  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t  c a n
also b e  n e g l e c t e d  a n d  e x p l o i t e d  i n  o r d e r
to make a  p r o f i t .

In s h o r t ,  w h a t  I  a m  a t t e m p t i n g  t o
express, i s  t h a t  a l t h o u g h  o u r  s o c i e t y  i s
o f ten  i n  a  h u r r y  a n d  a p p a r e n t l y  t o o  b u s y
to s e e  w h a t  i s  g o i n g  o n  a r o u n d  u s ,  I  s e e
more a n d  mo re  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a n  i n c r e a s i n g
awareness o f  w h a t  i s  f a l l i n g  a p a r t  a r o u n d
us; s u c h  awareness i s  a t  l e a s t  a  s t a r t .  I n
the US, a s  w e  s e e  many o f  o u r  va lues ,  o u r

environment, a n d  o u r  f a m i l y  s t r u c t u r e
de te r i o ra t i ng ,  m a n y  t u r n  t h e i r  h e a d s  a w a y
-  b u t  t h e r e  a r e  some who s t o p  and n o t i c e .

I  f e e l  i t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t h a t  p e o p l e
understand t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  i n d i v i d u a l s  i n
my c o u n t r y  w h o  c a r e  d e e p l y  a n d  a r e  a w a r e
o f  w h a t  i s  happening i n  o t h e r  p a r t s  o f  t h e
world. I  o f t e n  s e n s e  a  f e e l i n g  o f  s t r o n g
resentment f o r  m y  c o u n t r y  a n d  i t s  p e o p l e
from t h o s e  f r o m  o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s ,  b e c a u s e
of  m a n y  o f  o u r  p o l i t i c a l  a n d  s o c i a l
act ions,  among  o t h e r  r e a s o n s ,  a n d  I  m u s t
say t h a t  I  s h a r e  i n  much o f  s u c h  c r i t i c i s m
-  b u t ,  I  d o  l o v e  my c o u n t r y  f o r  wha t  i t  i s ,
f o r  w h a t  i t  i s n ' t ,  f o r  wha t  i t  i s  t r y i n g  t o
become, a n d  e v e n  s o m e  o f  w h a t  i t  h a s
fa i l ed  a t .

Along w i t h  a l l  t h e s e  t h o u g h t s ,  I  h a v e
rea l ized  t h a t  n o  m a t t e r  w h e r e  w e  c o m e
from, w e  a r e  a l l  h u m a n  b e i n g s  w h o  c a n
re l a te  t o  each  o t h e r ' s  p a s s i o n s  a n d  f e a r s .
Our d i v e r s i t y ,  f o r  a l l  t h e  c o n f l i c t s  i t
creates, m a y  a l s o  b e  s e e n  a s  a  s t r e n g t h .
We h a v e  t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  s h a r e  o u r s e l v e s ,
and m o s t  i m p o r t a n t l y ,  t o  b e  o p e n  a n d  t o
t r y  t o  q u i e t  o u r s e l v e s  i n s i d e  e n o u g h  t o
r e a l l y  l i s t e n  t o  wha t  o t h e r s  a r e  say ing .

By the Pond
By Crystal Lane (aged 1 0  )

Dragonf ly,  p e r c h i n g  o n  i t s  l a r v a l  s k i n

And f r o g s  hopp ing  a round  s a y i n g  ' r i b i t ' ,

Lacewing f l y  i n  f l i g h t ,  t a d p o l e s ,

Thick, b l a c k - legged,  f l o w e r - b e e t l e  o n
magnolia,

Spider webs and  s p i d e r s  t o o ,

Leaves, t r e e s ,  brambles,  n e t t l e s ,  t h i s t l e s ,

I  j u s t  d o n ' t  know wha t  t o  do,

Oh I  c a n  h e a r  t h a t  s o u n d  o f  t h e  c r i c k e t
again.

Oh no !  Time  t o  g o  i n !

I t ' s  p o u r i n g  w i t h  r a i n .

Freeway -  n o t  f o r  humanists.
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M U M  MUSE
by Fadi Ismail

LEBANON I S  I N  THE NEWS, i t  i s  a  v e r y  h o t
issue a n d  a  b l o o d y  o n e .  T h e  a v e r a g e
casua l ty  r a t e  p e r  d a y  i s  a b o u t  2 0  o r  3 0
k i l l e d  a n d  i n j u r e d  i n  a  s m a l l  10 ,000  s q  km
count ry  i n h a b i t e d  b y  a b o u t  f o u r  m i l l i o n
people.

I t  i s  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  Lebanese p rob lem  i s
a p o l i t i c a l  one.  Some s a y  i t  i s  a  r e l i g i o u s
war be tween  C h r i s t i a n s  a n d  Mus l ims ,  w h i c h
is  n o t  t r u e .  I  b e l i e v e  i t  i s  b a s i c a l l y  a
moral problem.

I t  i s  a  p r o b l e m  o f  i m m o r a l i t y  v s
mora l i t y,  a  p r o b l e m  o f  g o o d  v s  b a d ,  a
problem o f  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i v e  a s p e c t  o f
human n a t u r e  a n d  d e s t r u c t i v e  a s p e c t s .  I t
i s  a  m a t t e r  o f  t h o s e  w h o  a r e  g u i d e d  b y
the d e v i l ,  a g a i n s t  t h o s e  gu ided  b y  God.

when g u n s  speak

Those w h o  a r e  t h e  s o l d i e r s  o f  t h e  d e v i l ,
those w h o  a r e  i m m o r a l  h a v e  n o  o n e
r e l i g i o u s ,  p o l i t i c a l ,  c l a s s  o r  c u l t u r a l
i d e n t i t y ;  t h e y  a r e  j u s t  o n e  g r o u p  o f  peop le
bound t o g e t h e r  b y  t h e i r  l o y a l t y  t o
immora l i t y,  t o  c o r r u p t i o n ,  t o  h a t r e d ,  t o
se l f i shness .  T h e y  h a v e  n o  f e a r  o f  God, a n d
the re fo re  t h e y  have  n o  f e a r  o f  people .

A l o t  o f  p e o p l e  a r e  a t t r a c t e d  t o  t h a t
s o r t  o f  l i f e  because  t h e y  a r e  t o o  weak  t o
r e s i s t  t h e  t e m p t a t i o n s  a n d  d e s i r e s  o f
being p o w e r f u l ,  r i c h  a n d  i n f l u e n t i a l ,
whatever a r e  t h e  means  t h a t  a r e  u s e d  t o
get t h e m  t h e r e .  O t h e r s  a r e  d rawn  i n t o  t h a t
v i c ious  c i r c l e  b e c a u s e  t h e y  h a v e  h a d  n o
one t o  h e l p  a n d  g u i d e  t h e m  w h e n  t h e y
needed b r i d g e s  o f  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  a n d  c a r e ;
but w h e n  g u n s  s p e a k ,  a l l  o t h e r  f o r m s  o f
communication v a n i s h .  B r i d g e s  o f  peace  a r e
replaced b y  v i o l e n c e ,  m i s t r u s t ,  r e v e n g e ,
misunderstanding. I n  s u c h  i n s t a n c e s ,
r a t i o n a l i s m  a n d  l o g i c  d i s a p p e a r  a n d  i t  i s
emotions w h i c h  g e t  c o n t r o l  o f  h u m a n
behaviour.

Can y o u  i m a g i n e  h i g h l y  e d u c a t e d  p e o p l e
(doctors a n d  l a w y e r s )  s t o p p i n g  i n n o c e n t
people a t  c h e c k p o i n t s  a n d  s l a u g h t e r i n g
them i n  c o l d  b l o o d  s i m p l y  b e c a u s e
belong t o  a n o t h e r  p a r t y  o r  r e l i g i o n ?

Can y o u  i m a g i n e  t h a t  s o m e  p e o p l e
m i l l i o n s  o f  p o u n d s  o v e r n i g h t  w h e n
succeed i n  d o u b l i n g  t h e  p r i c e  o f

they

make
they
r ice ,

sugar a n d  o t h e r  c o m m o d i t i e s  a t  t h e  s a m e
t ime a s  p e o p l e  a r e  b e i n g  k i l l e d  b y
she l l i ng?

Can y o u  i m a g i n e  h o w  p a r t y  p o l i t i c s  i s
respons ib le  f o r  o p e n  f i g h t i n g  i n s i d e
fam i l i es  o r  b u i l d i n g s  o r  ne ighbourhoods a l l
belonging t o  t h e  same denomina t ion  s i m p l y
because o n e  l e a d e r  w a n t s  a n o t h e r  l e a d e r
destroyed?

Can y o u  i m a g i n e  w h a t  h a p p e n s  w h e n
groups o r  l e a d e r s  c a n n o t  t o l e r a t e  t h e
exis tence o f  f r e e  i n d i v i d u a l s  a n d  g i v e
them t w o  cho ices :  e i t h e r  t o  accep t  t h e m  o r
to b e  ex te rm ina ted?

This h a s  happened  f r e q u e n t l y  i n  w o r l d
h i s to r y ;  i t  i s  happening o n  a  s m a l l e r  s c a l e
in a  m i n u t e  c o u n t r y  c a l l e d  Lebanon.

The l e s s o n  i s  t h a t  e v e n  t h o s e  who  t h i n k
tha t  t h e y  a r e  e n j o y i n g  a  p e a c e f u l  l i f e  i n
democrat ic a n d  i n d u s t r i a l i z e d  c o u n t r i e s ,

once t h e  canons have  s topped

should wake  u p  f r o m  t h e i r  coma- l i k e  s t a t e
and s t a r t  l o o k i n g  a t  t h e  w o r l d  f r o m  a
d i f f e r e n t  a n g l e ,  h a v e  a  g l o b a l  v i s i o n  a n d  a
human p e r s p e c t i v e .  I f  y o u  w a i t  t o o  l o n g ,
your d a r k e r  n a t u r e  may t a k e  o v e r.  Cons ide r
every th ing  y o u  h a v e  a s  s a c r e d ,  a s  G o d ' s
blessing.  E s p e c i a l l y  y o u r  f r e e d o m s ,  t h e
persons y o u  l o v e ,  f r i e n d s  a n d  a l l  o t h e r
people i n  y o u r  s o c i e t y .  T r y  t o  a p p l y  t h e
method o f  p r e v e n t i v e  med ic ine ;  t h a t  i s  t o
say, d o n ' t  w a i t  u n t i l  t h e  i l l n e s s  comes ,
but k e e p  t h e  b o d y  i n  g o o d  c o n d i t i o n  s o  a s
to  immun ize  i t  a g a i n s t  m o r a l  d i seases .  I n
Lebanon w e  h a v e  w a i t e d  t o o  l o n g  t o
diagnose t h e  d i s e a s e .  Y e t  i t  i s  n o t  t o o
la te .  T h e  n e t w o r k  o f  m o r a l i t y  i s  a l i v e ;  a n d
good p e o p l e  a r e  r e a d y  t o  b r i d g e - b u i l d  once
the canons have  s topped.
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IFIREIED011117 b y  itiarek Witkowski
FREEDOM I S  O F T E N  CONNECTED w i t h
p o s s i b i l i t y.  S o m e  s a y  t h a t  y o u  a r e  f r e e
when y o u  c a n  d o  a  l o t .  O t h e r s ,  w h e n  y o u
can b e  d i f f e r e n t  t h a n  y o u  a r e .  Convent iona l
wisdom a s s o c i a t e s  f r eedom a l s o  w i t h  human
desires. Yo u  a r e  f r e e  i f  y o u  c a n  b e  w h a t
you w a n t  t o  be .  We  d o  n o t  k n o w  w h e r e  o u r
des i res  c o m e  f r o m ,  w h y  w e  w a n t  t h i s  o r
tha t  p a r t i c u l a r  t h i n g .  B u t  w e  k n o w  i t  i s
f a n t a s t i c  t o  h a v e  d r e a m s .  A n d  i t  i s
f a n t a s t i c  t o  b e  f r e e .

When y o u  d o  w h a t  y o u  w a n t  t o  d o  peop le
say t h a t  y o u r  f r e e d o m  i s  e x t e r n a l .  T h i s
so r t  o f  f r e e d o m  i s  o n e  o f  t h e  p i l l a r s  o f
Western c u l t u r e  w h i c h  t a k e s  i t  f o r  g r a n t e d
tha t  y o u  c a n  d o  w h a t  y o u  w a n t  u n l e s s  y o u
harm t o  y o u r  n e i g h b o u r.  T h i s  i s  p e r h a p s

..m". t h e  o n l y  r e a s o n  w h y  We s t e r n  democracy i s
wor th f i g h t i n g  f o r .  Freedom o f  d o i n g  w h a t
you w a n t  i s  l i k e  money.  I t  c a n  b e  o n l y
t r u l y  a p p r e c i a t e d  i f  y o u  h a v e  v e r y  l i t t l e
o f  i t .

But o u r  d e s i r e s  c a n  a l s o  b e  f r e e  o r  n o t .
Two d r a s t i c  e x a m p l e s :  d r u g s  a n d
brainwashing. A  d r u g  a d d i c t  w a n t s  wha teve r

e x t e r n a l l y  f r e e

he i s  a d d i c t e d  t o  a n d  somet imes  c a n  e v e n
get i t .  B u t  h e  i s  n o t  f r e e ,  f o r  h e  w a n t s
what h e  h a s  t o  w a n t ,  h i s  d e s i r e s  a r e  i n  a
g r i p  o f  d r u g s .  We c a n  a l s o  i m a g i n e  a  m i l d
form o f  t o t a l i t a r i a n i s m  i n  w h i c h  p e o p l e
can d o  w h a t  t h e y  p l e a s e ,  b u t  h a v e  b e e nAm,
brainwashed t o  d e s i r e  o n l y  w h a t  t h e
government w a n t s  t h e m  t o  d e s i r e .  I n  a
s t a t e  l i k e  t h i s  p e o p l e  a r e  e x t e r n a l l y  f r e e ,
but a  r e b e l l i o n  i s  h a r d l y  l i k e l y ,  b e c a u s e
t h e i r  w i l l  h a s  b e e n  e n s l a v e d .  T h e y  a r e
lack ing i n t e r n a l  f r e e d o m .

You a r e  i n t e r n a l l y  f r e e  i f  y o u  d o  n o t
have t o  w a n t  w h a t  y o u  d o  n o t  l i k e  t o  want .
For i n s t a n c e ,  i f  y o u  s m o k e  t o o  m u c h  a n d
f ind  i t  d a n g e r o u s  t o  h e a l t h ,  y o u  a r e
i n t e r n a l l y  f r e e  i f  y o u  c a n  g e t  r i d  o f  o r
d imin ish y o u r  u r g e  t o  s m o k e  a n o t h e r
c iga re t te .  T h e  same g o e s  f o r  t h e  s t r u g g l e
w i th  y o u r  o w n  l a z i n e s s  ( " s t r o n g  w i l l " )  o r
c o n t r o l l i n g  y o u r  s e x u a l  d e s i r e s  w h e n e v e r
you f i n d  i t  r i g h t .

I t  w o u l d  b e  i d e a l  i f  man c o u l d  have  o n l y
those d e s i r e s  w i t h  h e  w i s h e d  t o  h a v e .
However, t h i s  i s  n o t  p o s s i b l e  f o r  l o g i c a l
reasons. I f  y o u  c h o o s e  t o  h a v e  a  c e r t a i n
des i re  a n d  y o u r  c h o i c e  i s  a  consc ious  one ,
you c h o o s e  i t ,  b e c a u s e  y o u  w a n t  t o  h a v e
t h i s  d e s i r e .  T h u s ,  m a n  c a n n o t  c h o o s e  a l l

h is  d e s i r e s ,  some o f  t h e m  m u s t  b e  p r e s e n t
before a n y  cho ice  h a s  been made.

People c a n  c h a n g e ,  b u t ,  i r o n i c a l l y
enough, w h e t h e r  t h e y  change o r  n o t  depends
as m u c h  u p o n  l u c k  a s  u p o n  t h e i r  o w n
e f f o r t .  T h e y  c a n  c h a n g e  i f  t h e y  w a n t  t o
change, b u t  t h e  w i l l  t o  change  l i k e  m o s t
o ther  d e s i r e s  i s  b o r n  spontanous ly.  Agreed,

i n t e r n a l  f reedom

they c a n  i n d u c e  themse lves  t o  h a v e  a  w i l l
to  change,  b u t  t h e n  a g a i n ,  t h e y  m u s t  h a v e
a m o t i v a t i o n  f o r  t h a t  t o o .  Much depends o n
meeting r i g h t  p e o p l e  who c a n  h e l p  y o u  f i n d
a p u r p o s e  i n  l i f e .  T h u s ,  p e o p l e  m u s t  b e
helped i n  t h e i r  q u e s t  t o  change .  B u t  w e
must b e  a l s o  t o l e r a n t  a b o u t  f a i l u r e s  i n
t h e i r  e f f o r t s .  F o r  e v e n  i n t e r n a l  f r e e d o m
has i t s  l i m i t s .

Socrates writes:

"Chi ldren o f  t o d a y  l o v e  l u x u r y  t o o  much.
They h a v e  e x e c r a b l e  m a n n e r s ,  f l a u n t
a u t h o r i t y,  h a v e  n o  r e s p e c t  f o r  t h e i r
elders.  T h e y  n o  l o n g e r  r i s e  w h e n  t h e i r
parents e n t e r  t h e  room. What  k i n d  o f  a w f u l
c reatures  w i l l  t h e y  b e  when t h e y  g r o w  up?"

Socrates, ph i l osophe r,  d i e d  3 9 9  B.C.
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OPSETTUOSE U K  CHESS M D
The MBA Story -  i  S b y

THE FIRST BIG IMPACT o f  MRA i n  I n d i a  began
before Independence ( 1 9 4 7 ) ,  w h e n  a  s e n i o r
B r i t i s h  Government o f f i c i a l  d e c i d e d  t o  l i v e
d i f f e r e n t l y.  H e  a p o l o g i z e d  t o  I n d i a n
col leagues a n d  s u b o r d i n a t e s  f o r  h i s
a t t i t u d e  o f  c o l d  s u p e r i o r i t y .  T h e  n e w s  o f
an Engl ishman s a y i n g  ' s o r r y '  t r a v e l l e d  f a s t
and f a r .

Mahatma G a n d h i  h e a r d  a b o u t  i t  b u t  o n l y
accepted t h e  news  w i t h  c a u t i o n ,  y e t  h e  was
in t r i gued .  H e  s e n t  a  s e n i o r  c o l l e a g u e  t o
inves t iga te .  B a c k  c a m e  t h e  r e p o r t ,  ' I t  i s
a l l  t r u e ' .  G a n d h i  commen ted ,  " I f  m a n ' s
motives a n d  v a l u e s  c a n  b e  c h a n g e d  l i k e
those o f  t h e  R e v e n u e  Commiss ioner,  t h e n
the w h o l e  c h e s s -boa rd  i s  u p s e t . "  H e  w e n t
on t o  s a y ,  " G o  a n d  t e l l  t h e  V i c e r o y  f r o m
me t h a t  i f  w e  c a n  h a v e  t h i s  s p i r i t ,  w e
w i l l  f i n d  a g r e e m e n t " .  L a t e r  h e  d e s c r i b e d
Moral R e -Armament a s  t h e  b e s t  t h i n g  t h a t
has come o u t  o f  t h e  West.

Three y e a r s  a f t e r  I n d e p e n d e n c e ,  1 8
na t i ona l  l e a d e r s  o f  I n d i a  i n v i t e d  D r
Buchman t o  come t o  t h e i r  c o u n t r y  w i t h  a n
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  g r o u p .  I n  t h e i r  l e t t e r ,  t h e y
said, ' We  a r e  conv inced  t h a t  t h e  t r u e  hope
f o r  b r i n g i n g  p e a c e  t o  t h e  w o r l d  l i e s  i n
m u l t i p l y i n g  s u c h  p r a c t i c a l  r e s u l t s  a s  w e
be l ieve t o  have  been ach ieved  b y  MRA."

In 1 9 5 2  Buchman w e n t  t o  I n d i a  w i t h  2 0 0
people a n d  t h r e e  s t a g e  p l a y s .  T h e y  s p e n t
s i x  m o n t h s ,  b e i n g  i n v i t e d  t o  t h e  m a i n
c i t i e s .  T h e r e  t h e y  m e t  p o l i t i c a l  l e a d e r s ,
held m e e t i n g s  o n  c o l l e g e  c a m p u s e s ,
arranged d i a l o g u e s  w i t h  e d u c a t i o n i s t s  a n d
pro fess iona l  peop le ,  a n d  m e t  i n  t r a d e  u n i o n
h a l l s  a n d  b o a r d -rooms. I n  N e w  D e l h i
Buchman a d d r e s s e d  b o t h  H o u s e s  o f
Parl iament.

There w a s  a  n a t i o n w i d e  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e
chal lenge a n d  t h o u g h t  t h a t  ' E m p t y  h a n d s
can b e  f i l l e d  w i t h  w o r k ,  e m p t y  s t o m a c h s
wi th  f o o d ,  a n d  e m p t y  h e a r t s  w i t h  a n  i d e a
tha t  r e a l l y  s a t i s f i e s ' .  E i g h t  n e w s p a p e r s
car r ied  s p e c i a l  s u p p l e m e n t s  o n  M o r a l  R e -
Armament. A  t r a d e  u n i o n  i n  Bombay t o o k  a s
t h e i r  m o t t o  a  q u o t e  f r o m  o n e  o f  t h e  p l a y s ,
'Not w h o  i s  r i g h t  b u t  w h a t  i s  r i g h t ' .  A  new
s p i r i t  b e g a n  t o  a f f e c t  i n d u s t r y .  A  l o n g -
s tand ing d i s p u t e  i n  a  n a t i o n a l  b a n k  w a s
solved b y  t h e  c h a n g e  i n  t h e  M a n a g i n g
Di rec to r.  P r i m e  M i n i s t e r  N e h r u  s p e n t  a n
af te rnoon w i t h  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  g r o u p
hear ing a b o u t  MRA's o u t r e a c h  i n  t h e  w o r l d .

That s u m m e r  t w o  s p e c i a l  p l a n e s  w e r e
char tered t o  t a k e  a  c r o s s - s e c t i o n  o f

Rex Dilly

Rajnohaal G a n d h i  w i t h  h i s  c h i l d r e n

na t i ona l  l i f e  t o  t h e  W o r l d  A s s e m b l y  a t
Caux.

In 1 9 5 6  RaJmohan G a n d h i ,  g r a n d s o n  o f
Mahatma G a n d h i  g r a d u a t e d  f r o m  D e l h i
Un ive rs i t y.  H e  t h e n  s e t  o u t  f o r  Ed inburgh,
Scotland, t o  t r a i n  a s  a  J o u r n a l i s t .  H e
descr ibes h i s  t h i n k i n g  a t  t h a t  t i m e  a s
cyn ica l  and  m a r x i s t .

While i n  E d i n b u r g h  h e  s t a y e d  w i t h  a
fami ly.  " T h e i r  l i v e s "  h e  s a i d ,  " a r r e s t e d  me.
They seemed  t o  b e  e n g a g e d  i n  s o m e t h i n g
very b i g  a n d  f u l l y  s a t i s f y i n g .  One d a y  o n e
of  t h e m  asked ,  ' H a v e  y o u  e v e r  l i s t e n e d  t o
God, h e  c a n  p a s s  t h o u g h t s  o n  t o  y o u ? " '
Ra,jmohan r e c a l l s ,  " I  l a u g h e d  i n s i d e  m y s e l f ,
but a s  I  w a t c h e d  t h e  p e o p l e  a r o u n d  me,  I
knew t h a t  I  h a d  r u n  i n t o  someth ing  t o t a l l y
new."

"La ter, "  h e  r e c o u n t s ,  " I  h a d  t h e  t h o u g h t ,
'Throw y o u r  l i f e  i n t o  G o d ' s  h a n d s .  H e
guided y o u r  g r a n d f a t h e r  a n d  h e  c a n  g u i d e
you.'"

"The n e x t  n i g h t  I  c o u l d  n o t  s l e e p .  A
p e r s i s t e n t  t h o u g h t  r a n  t h r o u g h  m y  m i n d :
'Wr i te  y o u r  f a t h e r  a n d  t e l l  h i m  y o u  h a v e
been d i s h o n e s t  a n d  n o t  b e e n  a  r e a l  s o n  t o
him'. I n  t h e  c o l d  n i g h t  I  obeyed,  g o t  u p ,
l i t  a  f i r e ,  a n d  s c r i b b l e d  a  n o t e .  I t  w a s
the t u r n i n g  p o i n t .  I  d e c i d e d  f r o m  t h e n  o n
to d o  w h a t e v e r  God t o l d  me. T h a t  i n v o l v e d
paying back  t o  t h e  D e l h i  b u s  company money
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I  h a d  c h e a t e d  f r o m  t h e m  b y  n o t  p a y i n g  my
fare. I  p u t  t h i n g s  r i g h t  w i t h  some o f  m y
r e l a t i v e s  t o w a r d s  whom  I  w a s  b i t t e r  a n d
jealous, a n d  a p o l o g i z e d  t o  t w o  m e n  w h o
worked i n  o u r  h o m e  f o r  m y  d o m i n a t i n g
a t t i t u d e . "

Since t h e n  G a n d h i  h a s  b e e n  i n  t h e
f o r e f r o n t  o f  a  f i g h t  f o r  a  ' c l e a n ,  s t r o n g
and u n i t e d  I n d i a ' .  H i s  i d e a s  c o n f r o n t
co r rup t ion  a n d  i n j u s t i c e  a n d  c l a r i f y  t h e
values f o r  a  w o r k a b l e  d e m o c r a c y.  F o r
seventeen y e a r s  h e  s p o k e  o u t  t h r o u g h  h i s
weekly p a p e r  'Himmat '  ( cou rage) .  I n  1968  h e
and h i s  f r i e n d s  c r e a t e d  a  c o n f e r e n c e
centre f o r  M R A a t  P a n c h g a n i  t o  w h i c h
people f r o m  a l l  b a c k g r o u n d s  a n d  e t h n i c
groups come, n o t  o n l y  f r o m  e v e r y  p a r t  o f
India, b u t  o t h e r  A s i a n  c o u n t r i e s .

Ind ia  i s  t h e  t e n t h  l a r g e s t  i n d u s t r i a l
country  o f  t h e  w o r l d .  To  meet  t h e  needs i n
t h i s  a r e a ,  c o n f e r e n c e s  f o r  ' C r e a t i v e
leadership f o r  i n d u s t r y  a n d  n a t i o n a l
development' h a v e  b e e n  r u n  e v e r y  t w o  o r
three m o n t h s  f o r  t h e  p a s t  1 5  y e a r s .  T h e
programmes h a v e  s o  f a r  b e e n  a t t e n d e d  b y
over 5 0 0 0  p e o p l e  f r o m  a l l  l e v e l s  o f
i ndus t r y  i n  o v e r  1 0 0  companies.

A l a r g e  t r u c k  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  company
which makes  70% o f  t h e  t r u c k s  a n d  b u s e s

GOD AND MY
MOTHER*INDLAW

by Alka Kapadia
GOD OFTEN LIKES TO  TEST o u r  f a i t h  i n  h i m
by p u t t i n g  u s  i n  s i t u a t i o n s  w h e r e  t h e
so lu t i on  d e f i e s  o u r  f a i t h  i n  G o d .  I f ,
however y o u  d o n ' t  g i v e  i n ,  G o d  n e v e r  l e t s
you down.

In A p r i l  t h i s  y e a r  my husband t o o k  a  new
assignment i n  Muscat ,  Oman, i n  t h e  A r a b i a n
Gulf .  I  w a s  t o  s e n d  h i m  m y  pape rs  a s  s o o n
as p o s s i b l e  s o  t h a t  I  c o u l d  g e t  a  v i s a  t o
jo in  h i m .  I t  w o u l d  t a k e  a b o u t  4 5  d a y s  t o
process t h e  v i s a .

The b i g g e s t  h u r d l e  w a s  m y  p a s s p o r t ,
which w a s  s t i l l  i n  m y  m a i d e n  name. I f  I
t r a v e l l e d  i n  m y  maiden name, i t  w a s  l i k e l y
to cause  us ,  a  l o t  o f  problems.  S o  I  p u t  i n
an a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  a  n e w  p a s s p o r t ,
exp la in ing  t h a t  I  needed i t  u r g e n t l y .  T h e y
promised t o  d o  t h e i r  b e s t .

To m y  h o r r o r ,  t h r e e  weeks  l a t e r  when  I
checked t o  f i n d  o u t  w h a t  h a d  happened t o
my p a s s p o r t ,  I  w a s  t o l d  t h a t  f o r  n o
apparent r e a s o n  my  a p p l i c a t i o n  h a d  n o t  y e t
been s u b m i t t e d .  T h i s  m e a n t  a  d e l a y  o f

on t h e  I n d i a n  r o a d s  h a s  b e e n  s e n d i n g
groups o f  management a n d  w o r k e r s  f o r  t h e
past 1 2  y e a r s .  T h e  I n d i a n  j o u r n a l  ' T h e
Chartered A c c o u n t a n t '  i n  M a r c h  o f  t h i s
year c a r r i e d  a n  i n - d e p t h  e v a l u a t i o n  o f
t h i s  c o m p a n y ' s  s u c c e s s f u l  i n d u s t r i a l
re la t i ons .  I n  a  s e v e n  p a g e  a n a l y s i s  i t
records, ' I n  1 9 7 8 ,  T E L C O ,  J a m s h e d p u r ,
decided t o  s e n d  i t s  t o p  m a n a g e r s  a n d
opinion l e a d e r s  among t h e  w o r k e r s  t o  t h e
Moral R e -Armament s e m i n a r s  h e l d  a t
Panchgani'. T h e  r e p o r t  t h e n  g i v e s  c a s e -
s tud ies  o f  t h e  enhanced  q u a l i t y  o f  w o r k
l i f e .

In 1981  Rajmohan Gandhi  w a s  awarded t h e
S i r  J e h a n g i r  G h a n d h y  G o l d  M e d a l  f o r
I n d u s t r i a l  Peace.  T h i s  n a t i o n a l  a w a r d  i s
given b y  t h e  X a v i e r  L a b o u r  R e l a t i o n s
I n s t i t u t e ,  Jamshedpur.  T h e  c i t a t i o n  i n  p a r t
read, ' R a j m o h a n  G a n d h i  h a s  w o r k e d  w i t h
dogged e n e r g y  f o r  t h e  g o a l  h e  h a d  s e t
h ims l f  -  t h e  m o r a l  r e g e n e r a t i o n  o f  h i s
fe l low c o u n t r y m e n  a s  a  n e c e s s a r y
p re requ i s i t e  f o r  a n y  r e a l  h u m a n  a n d
economic p rog ress ' .

In h i s  a c c e p t a n c e  s p e e c h  G a n d h i  s a i d ,
"The banner  I  w a n t  t o  c a r r y,  i s  t h e  banner
of obed ience  t o  t h e  v o i c e  t h a t  s p e a k s  i n
the dep ths  o f  o u r  be ings" .

about 3 - 4  months  a l t o g e t h e r  b e f o r e  I  c o u l d
jo in  my husband.

When I  e x p l a i n e d  m y  s i t u a t i o n  a n d  asked
i f  t h e y  c o u l d  h e l p ,  t h e y  s a i d  t h a t  I  c o u l d
get m y  p a s s p o r t  w i t h i n  2 0  w o r k i n g  d a y s  i f
I p a i d  t h e m  2 , 0 0 0  Rupees  t o  b r i b e  t h e i r
way t h r o u g h .  S i n c e  I  w a s  i n  a  d e s p e r a t e
s i t u a t i o n ,  I  p r o m i s e d  t o  r e t u r n  w i t h  t h e
money, b u t  f i r s t  t h e y  m u s t  s u b m i t  m y
passport a p p l i c a t i o n  a n d  g i v e  m e  a
reference number.  Meanwh i l e ,  m y  husband ' s
bank i s s u e d  m e  a  l e t t e r  addressed  t o  t h e
passport  a u t h o r i t i e s  t o  t r y  and  he lp .

I  w a s  v e r y  u p s e t ,  a n d  k e e n  t o  p a y  m y
way t h r o u g h .  B u t  m y  m o t h e r - i n - l a w,  S a r l a ,
encouraged me t o  have  f a i t h  i n  God, t a k e  a
p o s i t i v e  a t t i t u d e  a n d  h a v e  g u i d a n c e  a b o u t
the s i t u a t i o n .  I  h a d  c l e a r  gu idance  n o t  t o
pay t h e  b r i b e .

I  d e c i d e d  t o  f a c e  t h i s  t r i a l  w i t h
confidence i n  G o d ,  a n d  I  m a d e  a  n e w
approach t o  t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s  conce rned .  I
explained t o  t h e m  m y  d i f f i c u l t y  a n d  t h e
need t o  b e  w i t h  m y  husband  a n d  a s k e d  i f
there w a s  a n y  w a y  t h e y  c o u l d  h e l p .  T o  m y
utmost d e l i g h t ,  t h e y  a s k e d  m e  t o  c o l l e c t
my n e w  p a s s p o r t  w i t h i n  3  d a y s .  S u r e
enough, a f t e r  3  d a y s  i t  w a s  r e a d y  a n d  I
have n o w  j o i n e d  m y  husband,  t h a n k s  t o  God
and my m o t h e r - i n - l a w.
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"We c a n n o t  t e l l  o n  w h a t  wakened n e r v e  t h e
grace o f  God may r e a c h  o u r  hea r t s . . .  A n d  i f
any f e e l  t h e i r  weakness a s  l i t t l e  c h i l d r e n
f e e l  t h e i r s ,  l e t  t h e m  know t h a t  t h e  S p i r i t
o f  God b r o o d s  o v e r  t hem,  a s  a  m o t h e r  o v e r
her babe;  a n d  i f  t h e r e  a r e  a n y  i n  p a i n  o r
anx ie ty,  a n d  t h e r e  i s  n o  human  h e a r t  t o
s u f f e r  w i t h ,  l e t  t h e m  know t h a t  a s  c l o s e l y
as a  m o t h e r  m a y  come t o  s u f f e r  w i t h  h e r
ch i ld ,  a n d  a s  s e n s i t i v e  a s  s h e  i s  t o  i t s
danger, s o  s e n s i t i v e  i s  G o d  A l m i g h t y  t o
the i r s ,  a n d  t h a t  H e  g i v e s  t h e m  p r o o f  o f
t h e i r  p r e c i o u s n e s s  t o  H i m  b y  s u f f e r i n g
w i th  them."

"To I s a i a h  a  n a t i o n s ' s  p o l i t i c s  a r e  n o t
a r b i t r a r y ;  t h e y  a r e  n o t  dependen t  o n  t h e
w i l l  o f  k i n g s  o r  t h e  m a n a g e m e n t  o f
par t ies .  T h e y  a r e  t h e  n a t u r a l  ou tcome o f
the n a t i o n ' s  c h a r a c t e r .  W h a t  t h e  p e o p l e
are, t h a t  w i l l  t h e i r  p o l i t i c s  b e .  I f  y o u
wish t o  r e f o r m  t h e  p o l i t i c s ,  y o u  m u s t
f i r s t  r e g e n e r a t e  t h e  peop le ,  a n d  i t  i s  n o
use t o  i n v e i g h  a g a i n s t  a  s e n s e l e s s  p o l i c y
. -  u n l e s s  y o u  g o  f u r t h e r  a n d  e x p o s e  t h e
na t i ona l  t e m p e r  w h i c h  h a s  m a d e  i t
poss ib le . "

"God i s  t h e r e ,  a n d  God  i s  a  consuming f i r e

(G.A. S m i t h  o n  I s a i a h )

ANNOUNCEMENT

There w i l l  b e  a  TIME TO REFLECT a t  T i r l e y  G a r t h  f r o m  2 7 t h  December t o  2nd
January ( i n c . ) .  I t  i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  f o r  t h o s e  between 1 6  a n d  2 2  y e a r s  o l d ,  a n d
costs £ 6 0  i n  t o t a l .  ( S o m e  f i n a n c i a l  a s s i s t a n c e  may b e  a v a i l a b l e . )

I t  w i l l  b e  a  v a r i e d  t i m e .  I t  w i l l  b e  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  r e f l e c t  o n  some o f
the needs o f  t o d a y ' s  w o r l d ,  a n d  a l s o  o u r  p e r s o n a l  l i v e s  a n d  c a l l i n g s .  T h e r e  w i l l
be g u e s t  speakers ,  seminars ,  mus ic ,  s p o r t ,  a n d  space t o  t a k e  wa l ks  i n  t h e  l o c a l
countrys ide.

I t  i s  f o r  peop le  b o t h  f r o m  B r i t a i n  and  o u t s i d e .  I n v i t a t i o n s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e
from T i r l e y  Gar th ,  Ta r p o r l e y,  Chesh i re ,  CW6 OLX, UK.

SUBSCRIPTIONS

Subscr ip t ions  a r e  s t i l l  d u e  f o r  1989 -90 .  I f  y o u  haven ' t  p a i d ,  b u t  w o u l d
l i k e  t o  c o n t i n u e  t o  r e c e i v e  Freeway, p l e a s e  send  £ 6  o r  e q u i v a l e n t  t o  o u r  add ress
below. Payment may a l s o  b e  made b y  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  G i r o  t o :  GIROBANK ACCOUNT
NUMBER (Postg i ro/CCP),  29206  0807 .

Deadline f o r  m a t e r i a l  f o r  n e x t  i s s u e :  Nov  25 .
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