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" W h y  n o t  l e t  G o d  r u n  t h e  w o r l d ? "

"it is one thing to be tempted,
it's another thing to fall."

(Shakespeare)
See pages 8-9!
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In the  last  edition o f  Freeway we showed a  photograph o f  the Berlin
wall with the  caption "how long wi l l  i t  last?".

The answer was "not very  long".
Last week the  Berlin wal l  was transformed almost overnight from a

barrier to  a  piece o f  historic graffit i .  Last  night we heard the
astonishing news t h a t  the entire Czech ruling politburo had resigned,
bowing to pressure from the  people.

There i s  an  extraordinary t ide o f  change sweeping through Europe.
The old certainties o f  the cold war  are over. What do we put  in  i t s
place?

One thing to  remember is  t h a t  communism has not  fal len solely
because o f  the attractiveness o f  Western society. The continued
existence o f  communist groups i n  the  West should prevent us from
getting too smug. I t  is  the  fai lure o f  communism to  provide for
people's basic needs, and the  extensive corruption within the  system
that has led to  i ts  downfall.

But tha t  is  not  al l .  I n  some ways Poland is  the  hero o f  the
moment. The  emergence o f  Solidarity i n  1980 is  seen b y  many as the
catalyst for  reforms i n  the  Soviet Union and a l l  t h a t  followed i n
Hungary, East  Germany, Bulgaria and now Czechoslovakia.

Solidarity was much more than a  political movement. I t  was also a
moral movement. For  Solidarity t ru th  was more important than power,
love more important than revenge. Violence was never considered as a
means fo r  bringing change.

Their philosophy could be summed up i n  these words by
Solzhenitsyn: "Gradually i t  was disclosed to  me t h a t  the l ine
separating good and evi l  passes not  through states, nor  between
classes, nor  between political parties ei ther -  bu t  r ight through
every human heart  -  and through a l l  human hearts... And since t h a t
time I  have come t o  understand the  falsehood o f  al l  the  revolutions i n
history: they  destroy only those carriers o f  evi l  contemporary within
them (and also fa i l ,  out  o f  haste, t o  discriminate the  carriers o f
good as well).  And they then take to  themselves as the i r  heritage the
actual ev i l  i tself ,  magnified s t i l l  more."

A fr iend once asked a  Polish intellectual what  we i n  the  West
could do to  help bring change i n  Eastern and Central Europe. He
replied: "f ight  f o r  the r ight values i n  the  West".

This s t i l l  applies.
If people i n  Poland, East  Germany, Czechoslovakia, Hungary,

Bulgaria and the  Soviet Union look t o  us and see only free markets and
selfishness i t  wi l l  not  help them to  become t ru ly  free. I t  i s  a
challenge for  us to  present the  moral and spiritual foundations o f  our
society. I n  God's eyes a  corrupt and selfish capitalism is  no better
than a  corrupt and selfish communism.

Ole Bjorn Kraft,  former Foreign Minister o f  Denmark and Chairman
of NATO, once said: "Real freedom cannot exist without fai th.  I f  you
cut the  root o f  a  plant, the  flower wi l l  wither and die; the  root o f
democracy is  fa i th  i n  God."

At this historic time we cannot afford to  take our freedom for
granted.

THE E D I  TORS
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RI THE BUS STOP
bj Annette Ouerdijkink

I  T R I E D  T O  RUN AWAY FROM GOD s o  many
t imes. I  w a s  s c a r e d  o f  m a k i n g  a  c o m m i t -
ment, I  w a s  s c a r e d  o f  m y s e l f ,  o f  b e i n g  a
f a i l u r e ,  o f  s o  many t h i n g s .  I  t h o u g h t  I
cou ld  f i n d  a  b e t t e r  w a y  t o  l i v e  t h a n  t h e
one God o f f e r e d  me.

I  k n o w  n o w  t h a t  I  m a d e  a  f o o l  o f  m y -
s e l f .  I  w a s  l o o k i n g  f o r  l i f e  a n d  h o p e
but a l l  I  f o u n d  w a s  d e a t h  a n d  d e p r e s s -
ion.  I  c o u l d n ' t  c o p e  w i t h  a l l  t h e  t h i n g s
I  s a w ,  b e i n g  j u s t  a  y o u n g  s t u d e n t  i n
t h i s  c r a z y  w o r l d .  I  p u t  m y  l i f e  i n  G o d ' s
hands. B u t  t h e n  I  made  a n o t h e r  m i s t a k e .
I e x p e c t e d  H i m  t o  s o l v e  a l l  m y  p r o b l e m s
w i t h o u t  m e  d o i n g  a n y t h i n g .  W h a t  w a s
wrong w a s  t h a t  i t  w a s  a  o n e - w a y  r e l a -
t i o n s h i p .  I  d i d n ' t  d o  a n y t h i n g  f o r  H im.
I  h a d  n e v e r  a s k e d  G o d  i f  I  a l s o  h a d  a
pa r t  t o  p l a y  i n  H i s  p l a n s  f o r  m e .  I
d i s cove red  t h a t  b e l i e v i n g  i n  G o d  i s n ' t
enough. I  h a v e  t o  b e  t o t a l l y  c o m m i t t e d
t o  H i m  a n d  l i v e  i n  t h e  w a y  H e  w a n t s  me
t o  l i v e .  I  r e a l i s e d  t h a t  I  h a v e  a  p a r t
i n  H i s  p l a n  -  a n d  s o  h a s  eve ryone .

A r e c e n t  e x p e r i e n c e  h e l p e d  m e
unders tand how God w o r k s  t h r o u g h  peop le .

As I  w a l k e d  t o  c h u r c h  o n e  s u n n y  Sunday
morning I  w a s  f e e l i n g  g r e a t .  E v e r y o n e  I
met o n  t h e  s t r e e t  r e c e i v e d  a  l o u d  " H i ! "
and a  b i g  s m i l e .  I  g r e e t e d  w i t h  t h e  same
good c h e e r  a  man  s i t t i n g  o n  a  b e n c h  a t
the  b u s  s t o p .  H e  l o o k e d  u p  w i t h  a  s h o c k -
ed e x p r e s s i o n ,  a s  t h o u g h  I  h a d  h u r t  h i m .

I  t h o u g h t  i t  w a s  c r a z y !

As I  w a l k e d  o n  I  f e l t  a  c l e a r  v o i c e
say ing  t o  me: " G o  b a c k  a n d  a s k  t h a t  man
why h e  i s  s o  s a d ,  a n d  i f  h e  w o u l d  l i k e
t o  come t o  c h u r c h  w i t h  y o u " .  I  f e l t  t h i s
was c r a z y !  I  w a n t e d  t o  s e e  my f r i e n d s  a t
church, a n d  o f  c o u r s e  I  d i d n ' t  w a n t  t o
look  l i k e  a n  i d i o t .  B u t  s o m e h o w  I
c o u l d n ' t  g o  o n ,  e v e r y  s t e p  s e e m e d  t o
h u r t  me. I  k n e w  I  h a d  t o  g o  back ,  a s  God
had a s k e d  m e  t o  d o ,  b u t  m y  k n e e s  w e r e
shaking.  I  s a i d  t o  God, " O K ,  i f  y o u  want
me t o  t a l k  t o  t h a t  m a n ,  t h e  l e a s t  y o u
can d o  i s  t o  g i v e  m e  c o u r a g e  a n d  t h e
r i g h t  w o r d s " .

As soon  a s  I  f o r g o t  a b o u t  m y  f e a r  a n d
p r i de ,  I  c o u l d  o n l y  t h i n k  o f  t h a t  s a d
l o o k i n g  m a n ,  a n d  s u d d e n l y  I  f e l t  m y
s t r e n g t h  g row.  I  w e n t  b a c k  a n d  asked  h i m
why h e  w a s  s i t t i n g  t h e r e  a n d  w h e t h e r  h e
was w a i t i n g  f o r  a  b u s .  H e  s a i d  h e  w a s n ' t

but c o u l d  a l w a y s  t a k e  o n e  i f  i t  came b y.
I  i n v i t e d  h i m  t o  come t o  c h u r c h  b u t  h e
wanted t o  b e  a l o n e .  I  j u s t  w a n t e d  t o  go ,
but I  s a w  a  t e a r  r o l l  d o w n  h i s  f a c e .  I
was s h o c k e d  t h a t  I  seemed t o  h a v e  made
him more  s a d .  I  s a t  d o w n  b e s i d e  h i m  a n d
asked h i m  w h a t  w a s  o n  h i s  m i n d ,  b u t  h e
d i d n ' t  w a n t  t o  t a l k  a b o u t  i t .  T h e n  h e
s t a r t e d  t o  c r y .  I  p u t  m y  a r m  a r o u n d  h i m
and s a i d  I  w a s  s o r r y  f o r  a s k i n g  h i m  q u e -
s t i o n s  t h a t  made h i m  f e e l  u n c o m f o r t a b l e .

Suddenly h e  b e g a n  t o  t a l k .  A l t h o u g h  I
t o l d  h i m  m y  name,  h e  w o u l d n ' t  t e l l  m e
his .  H e  f e l t  h e  was  a  bad ,  s a d  a n d  u n l o -
ved p e r s o n .  H e  h a d  b e e n  i n  r e a l  t r o u b l e ,
h i s  w i f e  h a d  j u s t  l e f t  h i m ,  h i s  f r i e n d s
had l e t  h i m  d o w n  a n d  h i s  d a u g h t e r  w a s
w a i t i n g  f o r  h i m .  " T h e y  a r e  my p r i d e  a n d
joy,  b u t  I  a m  n o t  w o r t h  b e i n g  t h e i r s . "
He was o n  t h e  p o i n t  o f  e n d i n g  h i s  l i f e .

S c a r e d  t o  l e a v e

We t a l k e d  m o r e  a n d  I  k n e w  I  w a s  g o i n g
t o  b e  l a t e  f o r  c h u r c h  i f  I  d i d n ' t  g o .
But I  w a s  s c a r e d  o f  l e a v i n g  t h e  m a n
alone. I  t o l d  h i m  t h a t  I  w o u l d  l i k e  t o
l i s t e n  t o  h i m  more,  b u t  t h a t  I  h o p e d  h e
would g o  a n d  s e e  h i s  l i t t l e  d a u g h t e r
because I  t h o u g h t  h e  was w o r t h  b e i n g  h e r
Daddy.

Then h e  t o o k  my hand,  l o o k e d  me i n  t h e
eye a n d  s a i d ,  " I  a m  Greg ,  n i c e  t o  m e e t
you". H e  s a i d  h e  c o u l d n ' t  b e l i e v e  t h a t ,
a f t e r  h i s  f a m i l y  a n d  f r i e n d s  h a d  dumped
him, a  t o t a l  s t r a n g e r  s e e m e d  t o  c a r e
about h i s  l i f e  a n d  f e e l i n g s .  H e  t o l d  me
he h a d  l e a r n e d  a  l e s s o n .  H e  wan ted  t o  g o
and s e e  h i s  d a u g h t e r .

I  k n e w  i t  came s t r a i g h t  f r o m  h i s  h e a r t
and t h a t  God  was  w i t h i n  h im.  I  c o u l d  now
leave h i m  a l o n e  w i t h o u t  h a v i n g  t o  w o r r y
f o r  h i s  l i f e .  S o  I  w a l k e d  t o  c h u r c h ,  n o w
c r y i n g  f r o m  h a p p i n e s s  because  I  k n e w  God
had u s e d  me t o  s a v e  someone 's  l i f e .

Th is  e x p e r i e n c e  i s  a  b i g  wonder  i n  my
l i f e .  I t  w a s n ' t  me  s i t t i n g  and  c r y i n g  o n
t h a t  b e n c h  w i t h  a  s t r a n g e r ,  i t  w a s  God.
He g a v e  me H i s  l o v e  s o  t h a t  I  c o u l d  g i v e
i t  t o  t h i s  m a n .  T h e r e  r e a l l y  i s  n o
g r e a t e r  j o y  t h a n  k n o w i n g  y o u r  l i f e  i s
under G o d ' s  c o n t r o l .

Annette comes f r o m  t h e  Netherlands b u t  i s
currently l i v i n g  f o r  s i x  months w i th  Chris and
Anne Hartnett i n  Western Canada, 3



THINKING EUROPEAN
by Warren Buckley

'ROME WAS NOT B U I LT  I N  A  D AY ' .  S o  g o e s
an o l d  E n g l i s h  s a y i n g  a n d  p r e s e n t l y  I
can t h i n k  o f  n o  b e t t e r  e x a m p l e  o f  t h i s
than t h e  b u i l d i n g  o f  a n  i n t e g r a t e d
European C o m m u n i t y.  R e c e n t  w e e k s  h a v e
seen a  r e f u e l l i n g  o f  t h e  d e b a t e  b e t w e e n
Mrs T h a t c h e r  a n d  M .  M i t t e r a n d  o v e r  t h e
d i r e c t i o n  a n d  p a c e  o f  t h e  p r o c e s s  a n d
such d i s a g r e e m e n t  s t i l l  u n d e r l i e s
European U n i o n .  H o w e v e r  a  f e w  weeks  a g o
I  w a s  p r i v i l e g e d  t o  b e  p a r t  o f  a  g r o u p
v i s i t i n g  t h e  E u r o p e a n  P a r l i a m e n t  i n
S t rasbourg ,  F r a n c e ,  a n d  m y  d a y s  t h e r e
were a  g r e a t  b o o s t  t o  m y  h o p e s  s t i l l
t h a t  E u r o p e  c a n  u n i t e .

25 o f  u s  w e r e  g u e s t s  o f  t h e  B e l g i a n
C h r i s t i a n  D e m o c r a t ,  M .  H e r m a n ,  a n d  w e
r e p r e s e n t e d  m a n y  c o u n t r i e s  i n c l u d i n g
East Germany  a n d  Lebanon.  F o r  f o u r  d a y s
we t o o k  i n  t h e  a t m o s p h e r e  o f  t h i s  m o s t
e x t r a o r d i n a r y  p l a c e ;  t h e  P a r l i a m e n t  i s
made u p  o f  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  f r o m  t h e  E C
member s t a t e s  a n d  m e e t s  o n c e  a  m o n t h  t o
debate n e w  European  l a w  and  p o l i c y .  W h a t
perhaps s t r u c k  m e  m o s t  w a s  t h e  openness
of  t h i s  p l a c e .  O n c e  p a s t  i n i t i a l
s e c u r i t y  w e  w e r e  a l l o w e d  t o  l o o k
v i r t u a l l y  a n y w h e r e  a n d  m o r e  i m p o r t a n t l y
we a l l  m e t  a  n u m b e r  o f  M E P ' s .  I n
p a r t i c u l a r  w e  s p e n t  h a l f  a n d  h o u r  w i t h
Lord P l u m b ,  t h e  p r e v i o u s  P r e s i d e n t  o f
the  C o m m i s s i o n ,  w h o  a n s w e r e d  q u e s t i o n s
w i t h  c o m p l e t e  f r a n k n e s s  a n d  w a s  b o t h
s t i m u l a t i n g  a n d  h i g h l y  e n c o u r a g i n g  i n
our  p l a n s  f o r  a  c o n f e r e n c e  o n  E u r o p e  i n
Caux 1990.

Our t i m e  i n  S t r a s b o u r g  c o i n c i d e d  w i t h
the  i n i t i a l  m u r m u r s  o f  c h a n g e  i n  E a s t
Germany, a n d  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  f r i e n d s
from L e i p z i g  e n c o u r a g e d  m a n y  M E P ' s  t o
t a l k  a b o u t  t h e  C o m m u n i t y ' s  i m p o r t a n t
r o l e  i n  s u p p o r t i n g  a l l  t h a t  i s  h a p p e n i n g
i n  t h a t  p a r t  o f  E u r o p e .  W e  w e r e
encouraged t o  t a k e  a n  a c t i v e  p a r t  i n  t h e
changes g o i n g  o n  b y  m e e t i n g  t h o s e  f r o m
c e n t r a l  E u r o p e  a n d  s o  I  w a s  v e r y '
g r a t e f u l  f o r  o u r  t i m e  t o g e t h e r  a s  a
group. A s  Te n n y s o n  w r o t e ,  " I  a m  a  p a r t
o f  a l l  t h a t  I  h a v e  m e t . "

When I  l e f t  f o r  S t r a s b o u r g  I  w a s
a l r e a d y  i n s p i r e d  b y  a  v i s i o n  o f  E u r o p e
but s e e i n g  t h a t  v i s i o n  a c t u a l l y  b e i n g
worked f o r  h a s  m a d e  i t  a l l  t h e  m o r e
r e a l .  I  b e l i e v e  a  u n i t e d  E u r o p e  h a s  a
g rea t  r o l e  t o  s e r v e  t h e  w o r l d .  I  w a s
encouraged b y  t h e  number  o f  y o u n g  p e o p l e
at t h e  Haguenau weekend.
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We m u s t  a l l  w o r k  t o  b r e a k  t h r o u g h  t h e
b a r r i e r s  o f  p u r e l y  e c o n o m i c  u n i o n ,  f o r ,
as A r c h b i s h o p  R u n c i e  s a i d ,  " a  E u r o p e
u n i t e d  o n l y  b y  i t s  d e s i r e  t o  become y e t
more p r o s p e r o u s  w o u l d  h a v e  n o  a t t r a c t i o n
f o r  m e . "  T r u e  European  u n i t y  l i e s  beyond
economics o r  p o l i t i c s .  I t  l i e s  i n  t h e
u n i t y  o f  h e a r t s ,  m i n d s  a n d  s p i r i t s
th roughou t  E u r o p e .  S u c h  u n i t y  c a n  o n l y
be a c h i e v e d  b y  m e e t i n g  t o g e t h e r .  S o  I
encourage a l l  t o  b e  a t  n e x t  y e a r ' s
con ference  i n  C a u x ,  ' S h a p i n g  a  n e w
Europe ' .  B e  y o u  E u r o p e a n  o r  n o t ,  y o u r
invo lvement  i s  needed.

HAGUENAU
lag km Niles aid
ilagelaIliagibs

THE YOUNG B R I T I S H  DELEGATION a r r i v e d
s a f e l y  i n  H a g e n a u  d e s p i t e  a  h a z a r d o u s
jou rney  o f  w i n d ,  r a i n  a n d  c h e v r o n s .  T h e
weekend w a s  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  s i x t y
people f r o m  F r a n c e ,  W e s t  a n d  E a s t  G e r -
many, S w i t z e r l a n d ,  H o l l a n d  a n d  P o l a n d ,
t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h r e e  L e b a n e s e ,  t o  c o m e
t o g e t h e r  o n  a  b a s i s  o f  l o o k i n g  ahead  a t
what w e  c a n  d o  f o r  E u r o p e .  I t  w a s  a n
impor tan t  t i m e ,  b u i l d i n g  t e a m  s p i r i t  a n d
f i n d i n g  a  common f e l l o w s h i p ,  b e f o r e  a
week i n  t h e  European  P a r l i a m e n t .

We t o o k  t h r e e  t h e m e s ,  E a s t - W e s t
r e l a t i o n s ,  T h e  S i n g l e  M a r k e t ,  a n d  T h e
European C o m m u n i t y  s e e n  f r o n  t h e
ou ts ide .  O n  t h e  f i r s t  o f  t h e s e  o u r
f r i e n d s  f r o m  L e i p z i g ,  E a s t  Germany  g a v e
a g r e a t  d e a l ,  a n d  s h a r e d  t h e i r  o p t i m i s m
f o r  t h e  f u t u r e ,  t a l k i n g  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  o f
the  p e a c e f u l  d e m o n s t r a t i o n s  w h i c h  w e r e
t a k i n g  p l a c e .  C l a u d e  B o u r d i n  h a d  j u s t



NONNENWERTH '89
bj Helene Pick

AS I N  RECENT YEARS, t h i s  au tumn a  g r o u p
of  y o u n g  p e o p l e ,  m a i n l y  Germans, m e t  o n
the i s l a n d  o f  N o n n e n w e r t h  i n  t h e  R i v e r
Rhine. T h e  p u r p o s e  o f  t h e s e  a n n u a l
meet ings i s  t o  g e t  t o  k n o w  e a c h  o t h e r
b e t t e r  a n d  t o  b u i l d  a  t e a m  o f  y o u n g
people i n v o l v e d  i n  MRA i n  Germany. B u t
a l s o  t o  s t a y  i n  c o n t a c t  w i t h  o u r  f r i e n d s
from a b r o a d  w h i c h  i s  w h y  w e  a l w a y s  h a v e
gues ts  f r o m  n e i g h b o u r i n g  c o u n t r i e s  a n d
i s  a l s o  t h e  r e a s o n  f o r  w r i t i n g  t h i s
r e p o r t  -  f o r  y o u  t o  f e e l  i n c l u d e d .

Th is  y e a r ' s  m e e t i n g  w a s  f r o m  O c t o b e r
6 t h  t o  8 t h .  W e  w e r e  2 3  p e o p l e ,  a n d
f r i e n d s  f r o m  P o l a n d ,  A u s t r i a ,  B r i t a i n
and Norway h a d  J o i n e d  u s .

(mh' T o  g e t  t o  t h e  i s l a n d  y o u  u s e  a  l i t t l e
f e r r y  b o a t  w h i c h  l e a v e s  t h e  s h o r e  a s
r e q u i r e d .

The o n l y  b u i l d i n g  o n  N o n n e n w e r t h  i s
the  c o n v e n t  o f  F r a n c i s c a n  nuns ,  w h i c h  i s
a l s o  a  s c h o o l .  W e  s l e e p  i n  c l a s s r o o m s  o n
the  f l o o r  a n d  meet  i n  a n o t h e r  c l a s s r o o m .
There i s  a  v e r y  s t i m u l a t i n g  a t m o s p h e r e
on t h i s  p e a c e f u l  i s l a n d  a n d  I  a l w a y s
en joy  l o o k i n g  o u t  o f  t h e  w i n d o w  t o  s e e
the  s h i p s  p a s s  ' r i g h t  i n  f r o n t  o f  m y
nose ' .  A  l o t  o f  o p e n  a n d  h o n e s t  t a l k s
happen, a n d  t h i s  y e a r  w e  t a l k e d  a b o u t :
"Our f e a r s ,  a n d  how t o  h a n d l e  t h e m . "

r e t u r n e d  f r o m  P o l a n d  a n d  d e s c r i b e d  h o w
the  P o l e s  who  w e r e  i n  C a u x  h a v e  f o u n d  a
new s e n s e  o f  p e r s o n a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r
t h e i r  c o u n t r y.

How c a n  w e ,  l i v i n g  i n  d e m o c r a t i c
c o u n t r i e s ,  s u p p o r t  t h e i r  i n i t i a t i v e s ?

A p a r t i c u l a r  h i g h l i g h t  w a s  t h e  v i s i t
o f  M .  Z e l l e r ,  M E P  f o r  S t r a s b o u r g .  W e
spent t w o  h o u r s  w i t h  h i m ,  d u r i n g  w h i c h
he l i s t e n e d  a n d  t a l k e d  a n d  answered  o u r
ques t i ons .  A t  t h e  e n d  Wa r r e n  s k i l f u l l y
i n v i t e d  h i m  t o  t h e  " E u r o p e  i n  N e e d "
sess ion  o f  Caux  n e x t  summer.

The w e e k e n d  w a s  a  g r e a t  s u c c e s s ,
g i v i n g  u s  c o n v i c t i o n  f o r  o u r  week ahead,
a t i m e  o f  g o o d  f u n  w i t h  o u r  m a t e s  a n d
a l s o  t h e  k n o w l e d g e  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  a
g rea t  t e a m  b e h i n d  u s .  I t  w a s  a l s o  g o o d
t o  s e e  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  g e n e r a t i o n s  w o r k i n g
t o g e t h e r.  W e  y o u n g e r  p e o p l e  l e a r n e d  a
l o t  b y  w o r k i n g  w i t h  a n d  b e i n g  t r e a t e d  a s
equa ls  b y  o u r  m o r e  e x p e r i e n c e d  f r i e n d s .
I t  w a s  s o m e t i m e s  a  s t r u g g l e  t o  k e e p  u p
w i t h  t h e m !  W e  h o p e  i t  i s  t h e  f i r s t  o f
many s u c h  o c c a s i o n s .

One t h i n g  t h a t  s t r u c k  me  i n  o u r  t a l k s
i s  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  d i f f e r e n t  f e a r s  i n
everybody, b u t  t h a t  t h e r e ' s  a l s o  o n e
tha t  n e a r l y  e v e r y o n e  h a s  i n  common, a n d
tha t  i s  t h e  f e a r  o f  p e o p l e .  T h i n k i n g  o f
t ha t ,  I  r e a l l y  w o n d e r  w h a t  i t  i s  t h a t
makes u s  a f r a i d  o f  o u r  f e l l o w  m e n  i f
they a r e  o b v i o u s l y  n o t  t r y i n g  t o  h u r t  u s
on pu rpose?  Why a r e  we  s o  much dependent
on t h e  o p i n i o n  o f  o t h e r s ?  W h y  d o e s
everybody h a v e  t o  h a v e  t h e  f e a r  o f  n o t
being a c c e p t e d ?

But a l s o  a n o t h e r  q u e s t i o n  comes up :  D o
I g i v e  o t h e r s  a  r e a s o n  t o  b e  a f r a i d  o f
me b y  my  w a y  o f  b e h a v i n g ?  I ' l l  c l o s e  b y
l e a v i n g  t h e s e  q u e s t i o n s  w i t h  y o u .  I ' m
sure t h e y ' r e  w o r t h w h i l e  t h i n k i n g  o v e r.

Trees and  w a t e r  meet u n d e r  t h e  pa le ,
sky,
Thin branches  and  t u r n i n g  l eaves
In c o l o u r.
Green t o  y e l l o w  t hen  brown.
Through t h e  branches a n o t h e r  t r e e  waves
Across t h e  r i v e r .
An i s l a n d .  O a s i s  o f  peace i n  a  r u s h i n g
world.
Then b r i g h t e r .
The sun  s h i n e s  t h r o u g h
Br ing ing s m i l e s  and  l a u g h t e r.
Out o f  t h e  window
Across t h e  t r e e t o p s
The mounta in  g l a n c e s  down,
And sees
J O  and chee r
Quiet a n d  p r a y e r
Of a  g r o w i n g  f e l l o w s h i p -team.
We come f r o m  a l l  o v e r
Germany and  beyond,.
Together, a n d  t hen  back  t o  wo rk
Renewed.

Ian Healey

pa le

Michael Lester



HE TAKES HIS TIME
by Peter Baynard-Smith

I  HAVE LONG FELT,  d u r i n g  my  e n g i n e e r i n g
t r a i n i n g ,  t h a t  G o d  w a s  c a l l i n g  me t o  u s e
the  n e x t  y e a r s  o f  m y  l i f e  t o  w o r k  w i t h
poor,  o r  s o - c a l l e d  ' u n d e r - d e v e l o p e d ' ,
people. R e c e n t l y  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  a r o s e  t o
t e s t  t h i s  c o n v i c t i o n  a n d  t o  l e a r n  how t o
l i v e  i n t o  t h e  l i v e s  o f  t h e  ' t w o - t h i r d s '
o f  t h e  w o r l d .

I n  J a n u a r y  ' 8 9  I  a p p l i e d  t o  TEAR FUND
(TF), t h e  C h r i s t i a n  r e l i e f  a n d  d e v e l o p -
ment a g e n c y ,  t o  w o r k  f o r  o n e  y e a r
overseas a s  a n  a p p r e n t i c e  o n  a  d e v e l o p -
ment p r o j e c t .  A t  t h a t  t i m e  I  h a d  n o  i d e a
how much  m y  f a i t h  a n d  commi tment  w o u l d
be s t r e t c h e d  a n d  s t r e n g t h e n e d  b e f o r e  I
was e v e n  t o  s e t  f o o t  o n  f o r e i g n  s o i l !

The e x p e r i e n c e  b e g a n  w i t h  t h e  m o s t
s e a r c h i n g  ' a p p l i c a t i o n '  f o r m  I ' v e  e v e r
come a c r o s s .  F o r  o n c e ,  t h e  p r o s p e c t i v e
employers w e r e  l e s s  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  m y
q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  ( o r  l a c k  o f ! )  t h a n  w i t h
my m o t i v a t i o n ,  a t t i t u d e  t o  l i f e ,  f a i t h
i n  God, a n d  my  p e r s o n a l  b e l i e f s .  I t  w a s
c l e a r  t h a t  i t  w a s  p o i n t l e s s  a p p l y i n g

w i t h o u t  a  c o n v i c t i o n  t h a t  t h i s  was  G o d ' s
w i l l .

My f a i t h - b u i l d i n g  e x p e r i e n c e  c o n t i n u e d
i n  M a y.  M y  T F  s e l e c t i o n  i n t e r v i e w  f e l l
i n  t h e  m i d d l e  o f  m y  f i n a l  d e g r e e  exams
and i n d e e d  w a s  s e p a r a t e d  f r o m  o n e  o f
these e x a m s  b y  o n l y  l A  h o u r s  a n d  1 5 0
m i l es !  W i t h  a n o t h e r  e x a m  t h e  f o l l o w i n g
day, t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  w e e k  t a u g h t  m e  a
g rea t  d e a l  a b o u t  p u t t i n g  t o t a l  t r u s t  i n
God. H e  g a v e  me  s t r e n g t h ,  c o n c e n t r a t i o n
and a b o v e  a l l  p e a c e  o f  m i n d  t h a t  H e  h a d
planned t h e  w h o l e  t h i n g  a n d  i n t e n d e d  t o
remain i n  c o n t r o l !

A f t e r  g r a d u a t i o n  i n  J u l y ,  h a v i n g  b e e n
accepted b y  T F,  t h e  t h i r d  p h a s e  b e g a n
the  w a i t i n g  game! T F  w e r e  t o  s e a r c h  f o r
the  a p p r o p r i a t e  c o u n t r y  a n d  a s s i g n m e n t
f o r  m e .  T h r o u g h  t h i s ,  G o d  w a s  a g a i n
t r y i n g  t o  t e a c h  s t u b b o r n  o l d  me t o  t r u s t
e n t i r e l y  i n  H i m .  W h e n  I  l o s e  t r u s t ,
s t r e s s ,  p o o r  h e a l t h  a n d  a  h e a v y  s p i r i t
a l l  t a k e  t h e i r  t o l l  o n  me. I n  t h e  e n d  I
was t o  h a v e  t o  w a i t  o v e r  4  months.  T h e s e
were d i f f i c u l t  m o n t h s  a s  I  o f t e n  f e l t

A f t ,

GlUING BACK MY LIFE

HUI DUONG ( o n  t h e  l e f t )  e s c a p e d  f r o m
Vietnam i n  t h e  e a r l y  1 9 8 0 ' s  w i t h  h i s
f a m i l y.  I n  J u n e  h e  f i n i s h e d  a  d e g r e e  i n
p h y s i c s  a t  O x f o r d  U n i v e r s i t y ,  a n d  i s
c u r r e n t l y  d o i n g  a  M a s t e r s  a t  Cambr idge .

I  A M  ALWAYS CONSCIOUS t h a t  m y  b e i n g  i n
Cambridge i s  p a r t  o f  G o d ' s  p l a n ,  a n d
t h a t  h e  w a n t s  t o  u s e  i t  t o  t e a c h  me a n d
make me  m o r e  c a p a b l e  o f  s e r v i n g  h i m  i n
the  f u t u r e .  I  f e e l  I  a m  a l s o  p a r t  o f
God's p l a n  t o  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  p e o p l e
around m e  n o w.  I n  f a c t  t h e  t w o  t h i n g s
seem i n s e p a r a b l e .

T h i s  k n o w l e d g e  h a s  m a d e  s u c h  a
d i f f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  way  I  l i v e  my e v e r y d a y
l i f e .  B e f o r e ,  I  u s e d  t o  k e e p  t o  t h e
t h i n g s  I  a m  f a m i l i a r  w i t h ,  a n d  f o r  much
of  t h e  t i m e  I  d i d  n o t  l o o k  o u t  a n d  g i v e
to  p e o p l e  o t h e r  t h a n  t h o s e  I  g e t  o n
w i th .  T h i s  y e a r  i s  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  I  h a v e
s a c r i f i c e d  t i m e  a n d  e f f o r t  i n  t r y i n g  t o
c r e a t e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  w i t h  p e o p l e  because
I  w a n t  t o  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e i r  l i v e s .  I ' m
s t i l l  n o t  v e r y  c o n s i s t e n t  i n  m y  e f f o r t
but i t ' s  a  f a r  c r y  f r o m  w h a t  I  u s e d  t o
do. I t ' s  r e a l l y  e x h i l a r a t i n g  a n d  I ' m
l e a r n i n g  a  l o t .

However I  r e c e n t l y  h a d  a  t a l k  w i t h  a
s tuden t  I  k n o w  q u i t e  w e l l .  A f t e r w a r d s  I
r e a l i s e d  t h a t  I  a m  r e a l l y  i d e a l i s t i c ,
f a r  m o r e  s o  t h a n  m o s t  p e o p l e  a r o u n d  me.



l i k e  m a k i n g  o t h e r  p l a n s  ( j u s t  i n  c a s e ! )
but God a l w a y s  managed t o  a s s u r e  me, o n e
way o r  a n o t h e r ,  t o  b e  p a t i e n t .  H e  was i n
no h u r r y !  D u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d  t h r e e
p o s s i b i l i t i e s  c a m e  u p ,  t w o  o f  w h i c h  H e
made c l e a r  w e r e  n o t  H i s  w i l l .

I  n o w  f e e l  s u r e  t h a t  t h e  God w a n t s  me
i n  Ta n z a n i a ,  b u t  t h e  t r u s t i n g  h a s  t o  g o
on. I m m i g r a t i o n  p r o c e d u r e s  n e e d  f o l l o w -
i ng  t h r o u g h ,  a  v i s a  a t t a i n e d  a n d  p r e p a r -
a t i o n s  m a d e .  I n  t h e  m e a n t i m e  G o d  i s
us ing  e v e r y  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  t e a c h  m e
t o t a l  d e p e n d a n c e  o n  H i m  -  n o  d o u b t  s o
H e ' l l  a t  l e a s t  h a v e  a n  o u t s i d e  c h a n c e  o f
us ing  me i n  H i s  s e r v i c e  when I  d o  g e t  t o
Tanzania !

I ' l l  k e e p  y o u  i n f o r m e d !

I  a m  n o t  i d e a l i s t i c  t o  t h e  p o i n t
n e g l e c t i n g  e v e r y d a y  l i f e ,  b u t  I  w a n t
l i f e  t o  i m p r o v e  t h e  l i f e  o f  p e o p l e

' , t h e  T h i r d  W o r l d ,  a n d  e s p e c i a l l y
Vietnam -  a n d  i t ' s  s o m e t h i n g  I  w a n t
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l i v e  f o r .  I n  a  way  t h a t  s e e m s  t o  s e t  m e
apar t  f r o m  t h e  p e o p l e  a r o u n d  m e  a n d
makes me f e e l  q u i t e  l o n e l y .  I  a l s o  f e e l
q u i t e  d a u n t e d  a t  w h a t  i s  n e e d e d  t o  d o
what I  w a n t  t o  d o ,  a n d  I  a m  a f r a i d  t h a t
I  may  n o t  a c h i e v e  a  l o t  i n  t h e  e n d .  B u t
t h e r e  i s  a  V i e t n a m e s e  p r o v e r b :  ' T h e
j o u r n e y  i s  n o t  h a r d  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  h i g h
peaks a n d  d e e p  r i v e r s .  T h e  j o u r n e y  i s
hard b e c a u s e  o u r  h e a r t s  a r e  a f r a i d  o f
the  h i g h  peaks  a n d  deep  r i v e r s ' .

I  k n o w  t h a t  G o d  h a s  g i v e n  me my l i f e
( I  w a s  wounded  b y  s h r a p n e l  d u r i n g  t h e
a t t a c k  o n  S a i g o n  i n  1 9 7 5 ,  a n d  i f  t h e
shrapne l  h a d  b e e n  h a l f  a  c e n t i m e t r e
lower  i t  w o u l d  h a v e  g o n e  t h r o u g h  m y
b r a i n ) .  H e  h a s  t a k e n  m e  t o  E n g l a n d  a n d
g iven  me a n  e d u c a t i o n  -  a s  w e l l  a s  f o o d
and c l o t h e s .  I  k n o w  h e  w a n t s  me t o  t a k e
i t  b a c k  t o  t h e  p e o p l e  i n  t h e  T h i r d
World.

NEW FIEUOLUTION
IN JAPAN

Chie Ta k a h a s h i  i s  a n
i n t e r p r e t e r  f r o m
Tokyo, J a p a n .  E i g h t
y e a r s  a g o  s h e  t o o k
p a r t  i n  t h e  c o u r s e
' S t u d i e s  i n
E f f e c t i v e  L i v i n g '  a t
Armagh, t h e  MRA
c e n t r e  i n  Me lbourne ,
A u s t r a l i a .  L a s t  y e a r
she made a n o t h e r
v i s i t  t o  A u s t r a l i a .

EIGHT YEARS AGO I  w a s  e x p o s e d  t o  t h e
f e e l i n g s  o f  o u r  n e i g h b o u r i n g  c o u n t r i e s
towards u s  Japanese .  I t  t o o k  me a  w h i l e
t o  a c c e p t  t h a t  m y  p e o p l e  w e r e  t h e  c a u s e
of  t h e  s u f f e r i n g  i n  A s i a  a n d  e l s e w h e r e
d u r i n g  t h e  Second Wo r l d  War.

Before  l e a v i n g  J a p a n  a n  e l d e r l y
Japanese l a d y  h a d  s a i d  t o  me: " Y o u ,  t h e
younger g e n e r a t i o n ,  e n j o y  t h e  f r u i t s  o f
your f o r e f a t h e r s '  h a r d  w o r k  a n d  s a c r i f -
i ces .  S o  w h y  c a n ' t  y o u  b e  r e s p o n s i b l e
f o r  t h e i r  m i s t a k e s  a s  w e l l ? "  T h i s  h e l p e d
me t o  become r e c o n c i l e d  w i t h  m y  C h i n e s e
room mate,  w i t h  whom I  b e g a n  t o  d ream o f
a b e t t e r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  f o r  u s  a l l .

Last  y e a r  I  w a s  a  l i t t l e  r e l u c t a n t  t o
r e t u r n  t o  A u s t r a l i a  b e c a u s e  I  h a d  h e a r d
t h a t  J a p a n e s e  c o m p a n i e s  w e r e  b u y i n g  u p
land i n  Queens land,  a n d  t h a t  A u s t r a l i a n s
had m i x e d  f e e l i n g s  a b o u t  t h i s .  " M y
people a r e  e t e r n a l  t r o u b l e m a k e r s ! "  I
thought .  " I f  I  f e e l  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  m y
n a t i o n  a n d  t h e  b e h a v i o u r  o f  m y  p e o p l e ,  I
w i l l  h a v e  t o  s p e n d  t h e  r e s t  o f  m y  l i f e
a p o l o g i s i n g ,  e v e n  t h o u g h  I  a m  j u s t  a n
o r d i n a r y  p e r s o n .  I t ' s  n o t  f a i r ! "

However, a s  M r  Kaku ,  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  o f
Canon, p o i n t e d  o u t ,  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  J a p a n
shows t h a t  when  we  Japanese  s e e  t h e  need
f o r  change ,  i t  t a k e s  p l a c e  v e r y  s w i f t l y .
He b e l i e v e s  t h a t ,  f o r  t h e  s a k e  o f  t h e
whole o f  mank ind ,  t h e  t i m e  h a s  come f o r
the n e x t  r e v o l u t i o n .  T h i s  r e v o l u t i o n
w i l l  n e e d  e a c h  o n e  o f  u s ,  a n d  h a s  t o
take p l a c e  w h i l e  w o r l d  a t t e n t i o n  i s
s t i l l  u p o n  u s .

I  h a v e  v o l u n t e e r e d  m y s e l f  t o  h e l p
Japan welcome t h i s  r e v o l u t i o n  a n d  become
a m o r e  c a r i n g  c o u n t r y ,  t h r o u g h  k e e p i n g
my e y e s  a n d  h e a r t  o p e n  t o  my c o u n t r y  a n d
the w o r l d ,  n o  m a t t e r  h o w  p a i n f u l  o r
h u m i l i t a t i n g  i t  m i g h t  b e .

We a r e  f a r  f r o m  p e r f e c t  a n d  w e  may g o
on c r e a t i n g  p r o b l e m s .  H o w e v e r ,  w i t h  t h e
he lp  o f  o t h e r s  f r o m  a r o u n d  t h e  w o r l d ,  I
b e l i e v e  w e  c a n  s u c c e e d  i n  t h i s  f u r t h e r
r e v o l u t i o n  s o  t h a t  J a p a n  b e c o m e s  w h a t
she i s  r e a l l y  meant  t o  be .
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My s t r e n g t h  i s  a s  t h e  s t r e n g t h  o f  t e n
because my h e a r t  i s  pu re .  ( Te n n y s o n )

L i g h t  a n d  l u s t  a r e  d e a d l y  e n e m i e s .
(Shakespeare)

. . . w h o  a g a i n s t  G o d  r e b e l l e d  n o t ,  n o r  t o
Him w e r e  f a i t h f u l ,  b u t  t o  s e l f  a l o n e
were t r u e .  ( D a n t e )

P u r i t y  i s  a  v i r t u e  o f  t h e  m i n d :  i t  h a s
courage a s  i t s  companion.  ( A u g u s t i n e )

. . . e v e n  m o r e  p u r e  a s  t e m p t e d  more :  m o r e
a b l e  t o  e n d u r e  a s  m o r e  e x p o s e d  t o
s u f f e r i n g  a n d  d i s t r e s s :  t h e n c e ,  m o r e
a l i v e  t o  t e n d e r n e s s .  ( W o r d s w o r t h )

Guard y o u r  e y e s  s p e c i a l l y .  S h o w  a  g r e a t
l o v e  f o r  t h a t  v i r t u e  w h i c h  s h e d s  a
l u s t r e  o n  a l l  o f  l i f e ,  t h e  g u i d i n g  s t a r
o f  t h e  p r i e s t h o o d ,  p u r i t y .  ( P o p e  J o h n )

P u r i t y  c o n c e n t r a t e s  G o d  i n  u s .
( Te i l h a r d  d e  C h a r d i n )

The f i r s t  s t e p  t o  a  t r u e  e d u c a t i o n  i s  a
pu re  h e a r t .  W i t h o u t  p u r i t y ,  t h e  m i n d
cannot a t t a i n  r e q u i s i t e  f i r m n e s s .  T h e
impure  p e r s o n  l o s e s  s t a m i n a ,  b e c o m e s
emascu la ted a n d  c o w a r d l y.  ( G a n d h i )

You c a n n o t  b r e a k  t h e  r u l e  o f  p u r i t y
w i t h o u t  c h e a t i n g  o r  e x p l o i t i n g  y o u r
f e l l o w  men. ( S t  P a u l )

Jus t  a s  y o u  h a v e  y o u r  own f a c e ,  y o u r  own
smi le ,  y o u r  o w n  h a n d w r i t i n g ,  y o u r  o w n
walk, y o u  h a v e  y o u r  o w n  t e m p t a t i o n .  I t
i s  s u b t l e ,  p i t i l e s s .  T h e  g r e a t e s t
m i s t a k e  i s  t o  u n d e r e s t i m a t e  i t s
s t r e n g t h .  ( D r u m m o n d )

Remember A u g u s t i n e ' s  h i s t o r y  o f
t e m p t a t i o n :  a  t h o u g h t ,  a  p i c t u r e ,  a
f a s c i n a t i o n  a n d  a  f a l l .  ( D r u m m o n d )

Have d o n e  w i t h  i m p u r i t y  a n d  e v e r y  o t h e r
e v i l  t h a t  t o u c h e s  t h e  l i v e s  o f  o t h e r s .
(St James )

A p u r e  m i n d  s o o n  becomes  a  d e e p  m i n d .
(Buddha)

Crea te  i n  m e  a  c l e a n  h e a r t ,  0  God, a n d
renew a  r i g h t  s p i r i t  w i t h i n  m e .  T h e n
w i l l  I  t e a c h  s i n n e r s  T h y  w a y s  a n d  t h e y
w i l l  b e  c o n v e r t e d  u n t o  Thee. ( P s a l m  5 1 )

These q u o t e s  l i s t  s o m e  o f  t h e  f r u i t s
of  p u r i t y :  e n e r g y ,  c o m p a s s i o n ,  c o u r a g e ,
a s e n s e  o f  w o n d e r ,  s e l f l e s s n e s s ,
stamina, d e p t h ,  p o w e r  t o  h e l p  o t h e r s ,
God h i m s e l f .

P u r i t y  m u s t  b e  a b s o l u t e  b e c a u s e  h e l p -
i ng  a n o t h e r  p e r s o n  o n  t h e  m o r a l  a n d
s p i r i t u a l  r o a d  o f  l i f e  i s  t h e  m o s t
d e l i c a t e  a r t  i n  t h e  w o r l d .  M o s t  p e o p l e
on t h e  s u r f a c e  d o  n o t  w a n t  t o  b e  h e l p e d
on t h a t  r o a d ,  b u t  d e e p  down t h e y  may d o .
But t h e y  w o u l d  n o t  s a y  s o .  D r u m m o n d
wrote: " T o  d r a w  s o u l s  o n e  b y  o n e  a n d
take  f r o m  t h e m  t h e  s e c r e t s  o f  t h e i r
l i v e s ,  t o  t a l k  t h e m  c l e a r  o u t  o f  t h e m -
se lves,  t o  r e a d  t h e m  o f f  l i k e  a  p a g e  o f
p r i n t ,  t o  p e r v a d e  t h e m  w i t h  y o u r  s p i r i t -
ua l  e s s e n c e  a n d  m a k e  t h e m  t r a n s p a r e n t ,
t h i s  i s  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  d i a g n o s i s  w h i c h  i s
so d i f f i c u l t  t o  a c q u i r e  a n d  s o  h a r d  t o
p r a c t i s e . "  Drummond was  2 3  when h e  w r o t e
tha t .

T h e  L o o k ,  t h e  T h o u g h t ,  t h e

Gargoyles o f  New College, Oxford

The a p o s t l e  P e t e r  w r o t e :  " N o w  t h a t  y o u
have, b y  o b e y i n g  t h e  t r u t h ,  m a d e  y o u r
sou ls  c l e a n  enough  f o r  a  g e n u i n e  l o v e  o f
your f e l l o w s ,  s e e  t h a t  y e  d o  l o v e  e a c h
o the r  f e r v e n t l y  a n d  f r o m  t h e  h e a r t . "

Clean enough  t o  l o v e .

The b i g  q u e s t i o n  i s :  I s  i t  p o s s i b l e  t o
l i v e  t h a t  k i n d  o f  p u r i t y  a l l  t h e  t i m e ?

The a n s w e r  i s :  N o . . .  un less  y o u  h a v e  a
mot ive  t h a t  m a k e s  y o u  w a n t  t o  d o  i t
bad ly  enough .  A n d  i t ' s  c o v e r e d  i n  t h a t
verse o f  P e t e r .  Y o u  wan t  t o  d o  s o m e t h i n g
f o r  a  f r i e n d  o r  f o r  t h e  w o r l d ,  f o r  t h e
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n a t i o n  o r  f o r  t h e  L o r d  H i m s e l f .  F o r  t h e
sake o f  p e o p l e  y o u  l o v e .

B u t . . . t h e r e  i s  a  p r i c e  t o  p a y .  T h a t
p r i c e  i s  t h e  C r o s s :  t h e  h i g h e s t
exp ress ion  o f  l o v e  t h a t  I  k n o w,  w h e r e
God's w i l l  c r o s s e s  m y  w i l l  -  w i t h  i t s
l u s t  f o r  success ,  p l e a s u r e  a n d  c o m f o r t  -
and I  c h o o s e  G o d ' s  w i l l .  M o m e n t  b y
moment. D a y  b y  d a y .  A l w a y s .  T h e n  I ' m
a v a i l a b l e  f o r  o t h e r s .

Ugo B a s s i  f r o m  I t a l y  w r o t e  i n  t h e
e a r l y  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y :

Measure thy  l i f e  by loss instead of  gain;
Not by the wine drunk but by the wine poured for th
For love's  strength standeth i n  love 's  sacr i f ice,
And whoso suffers the most hath most t o  give,

One w a y  t o  s t a r t  o n  t h i s  r o a d  i s  t o
(1.6.':lean o u t  t h e  d i r t  o f  t h e  y e a r s ,  b y

be ing d e a d  h o n e s t  a b o u t  e v e r y t h i n g
shameful a n d  d o u b t f u l  w i t h  a  t r u s t e d
f r i e n d .

= a s c i n a t i o n  a n d  t h e  F a l l

hotographed by Chris Donoghue

C h r i s t  t o l d  u s  t h a t  t h e  t r u t h  w o u l d
make u s  f r e e .  S i n  i s  a t t r a c t i v e  b u t  i t s
go ry  d e t a i l s  a r e  n o t .  A b s o l u t e  h o n e s t y
can mean t h a t  t h e  s i n  t h a t  I  l o v e  c a n
become t h e  s i n  t h a t  I  h a t e .  F r o m  s u c h
ha t red  o f  s i n  c a n  c o m e  t h e  p o w e r  t o
break w i t h  i t .

Shakespeare w r o t e :  " I t  i s  o n e  t h i n g  t o
be tempted ,  i t ' s  a n o t h e r  t h i n g  t o  f a l l . "

I  f i n d  i t  a  r e a l  h e l p ,  w h e n  I ' m
tempted, t o  t h i n k  o f  c e r t a i n  p e o p l e  t h a t
I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  h e l p  o r  b e f r i e n d ,  a n d  i t
r e s t r a i n s  me:  a s  w e l l  a s  t o  l o o k  a t  o r

v i s u a l i s e  t h e  c r u c i f i x  a b o v e  my bed .

Frank B u c h m a n  t o o k  A u g u s t i n e ' s
sequence o f  t e m p t a t i o n  a n d  e x p r e s s e d  i t
as: " t h e  l o o k ,  t h e  t h o u g h t ,  t h e
f a s c i n a t i o n  a n d  t h e  f a l l " .  L o o k  a t  t h e
ga rgoy les  i n  t h e  p i c t u r e .  W e  c a n  a v o i d
the l a s t  t w o ,  i f  w e  r e f u s e  t o  a l l o w  t h e
f i r s t  t w o  t o  s t a y  a n d  s t i c k .

Henry W r i g h t ,  P r o f e s s o r  a t  Y a l e
U n i v e r s i t y  i n  t h e  e a r l y  decades  o f  t h i s
cen tu ry,  d e f i n e d  p u r i t y  a s :  " T r a n s p a r e n -
cy i n  t h e  c r y s t a l ,  c l e a r  w a t e r  f r o m  t h e
mountain s p r i n g ,  t h e  w h i t e  o f  s n o w,  t h e
c l e a r  o p e n  h e a v e n  t h r o u g h  w h i c h  t h e
s t a r s  appea r,  v i c t o r y  o v e r  e v e r y  s i n . "

"The human m i n d , "  h e  w r o t e ,  " i s  l i k e  a
camera f i l m .  A f t e r  exposu re  t o  a n  i m p u r e
thought  y o u  c a n  d e l a y  a n d  d e v e l o p  t h e
p l a t e  o r  f l o o d  t h e  p l a t e  i m m e d i a t e l y
w i t h  t h e  l i f e  o f  C h r i s t . "

T r y i n g  t o o  h a r d

A l e s s o n  I  l e a r n t  f r o m  s p o r t  w a s  t h a t
i t  w a s  a l l  t o o  e a s y  t o  t r y  t o o  h a r d  a n d
become t e n s e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  w h e n  y o u  w e r e
go ing  t h r o u g h  a  b a d  p a t c h .  P a s s i n g  a
rugby b a l l  o r  h i t t i n g  a  c r i c k e t  b a l l
r e q u i r e  g o o d  t i m i n g .  M o r e  r e l a x a t i o n  i s
needed r a t h e r  t h a n  more e f f o r t .  F u r t h e r -
more, i f  y o u  h o l d  o n  t o  y o u r  b a t  t o o
t i g h t l y  y o u  c a n n o t  k e e p  i t  s t r a i g h t .

I t  i s  t h e  s a m e  w i t h  t h e  s p i r i t u a l
l i f e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  w i t h  t h e  b a t t l e  f o r
p u r i t y .  C h a r l e s  Wes ley  w r o t e  i n  a  hymn:

Plenteous grace wi th thee i s  found,
Grace to  cover a l l  my sin,
Let the healing streams abound,
Make and keep me pure

I t  i s  n o t  a  q u e s t i o n  o f  t r y i n g  h a r d e r
and h a r d e r  b u t  r a t h e r  l e t t i n g  g o  t h e
c o n t r o l  o f  m y  l i f e ,  s o  a s  t o  a l l o w  t h a t
process t o  t a k e  p l a c e .

I s a i a h  w r o t e :  " T h e y  t h a t  w a i t  o n  t h e
Lord s h a l l  r e n e w  t h e i r  s t r e n g t h .  T h e y
s h a l l  m o u n t  u p  w i t h  w i n g s  a s  e a g l e s .
They s h a l l  r u n  a n d  n o t  b e  w e a r y.  T h e y
w i l l  w a l k  a n d  n o t  l o s e  h e a r t . "

I f  G o d  c a l l s  u s  t o  b e  e a g l e s ,  d o  n o t
l e t  u s  s e t t l e  f o r  b e i n g  c r o w s  o r
sparrows. P u r i t y  e n a b l e s  u s  t o  f l y  h i g h ,
see c l e a r l y  a n d  s e e  f a r .

Unconf ined,  u n l i m i t e d .  T o  g i v e  p e o p l e
a l o v e  t h e y  c a n n o t  r e s i s t .
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TO GO FOR A  STROLL o n  t h e  Ku'damm ( t h e
' O x f o r d  S t r e e t '  o f  W e s t  B e r l i n )  -  j u s t
because y o u ' r e  i n  t h e  mood. N o t  t o  h a v e
to  a s k  a n y b o d y ' s  p e r m i s s i o n :  n e i t h e r
p a r t y  n o r  s t a t e .  T o  b e  a b l e  t o  d e c i d e
f o r  y o u r s e l f .  A  m a r v e l l o u s  f e e l i n g ,
s i m p l y  w o n d e r f u l .

I ' m  a n  e m i g r a n t  f r o m  t h e  t h e  G D R
(German D e m o c r a t i c  R e p u b l i c )  a n d  I  c a m e
to  W e s t  G e r m a n y  i n  A p r i l  1 9 8 9  w i t h  m y
husband. W e  h a d  t o  f i g h t  h a r d  f o r  o u r
e m i g r a t i o n  f o r  f i v e  y e a r s .  O u r  d e s i r e
to  l e a v e  t h e  GDR l e g a l l y  mean t  t h a t  w e
were t r e a t e d  l i k e  p u b l i c  e n e m i e s .  T h e
p a r t y  f u n c t i o n a r y  w h o  w a s  r e s p o n s i b l e
f o r  o u r  c a s e  o n c e  s a i d :  " O n e  d a y  y o u
w i l l  r e a l i s e  t h a t  I  a c t e d  r i g h t  b y
r e f u s i n g  y o u r  e m i g r a t i o n .  M a y b e  n o t  f o r

p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y  c a n  o n l y  e n v y  t h a t .  T h e
SED f a i l e d  p o l i t i c a l l y ,  e c o n o m i c a l l y  a n d
m o r a l l y.  N o w  p a t i e n c e  h a s  r u n  o u t ,  a n d
i t  i s  t i m e  f o r  n e w  i d e a s .  I f  t h e  SED
d o e s n ' t  a l l o w  f r e e  e l e c t i o n s  t h e r e ' s  a
g rea t  d a n g e r  t h a t  t h e  p e o p l e  w i l l  t a k e
i t  f r o m  them.

The S E D  c o n s i s t s  m o s t l y  o f  ' f e l l o w -
t r a v e l l e r s ' :  p e o p l e  w h o  o n c e  i n  t h e i r
l i f e  w e r e  b l a c k m a i l e d  i n t o  t a k i n g  u p
membership f o r  f i n a n c i a l  a n d  p r o f e s s -
i o n a l  g a i n .  H o p e f u l l y ,  t h e s e  p e o p l e  w i l l
now f i n d  t h e  c o u r a g e  t o  t u r n  t h e i r  b a c k s
on t h e  p a r t y .  T h e  S E D  f u n c t i o n a r i e s
have t o  a s k  t h e m s e l v e s  w h e t h e r  t h e y
shou ld  g o  o n  f o l l o w i n g  t h e i r  commun is t
ideas  o r  w h e t h e r  t h e y  s h o u l d  s e r v e  t h e

CROSSING THE MILL
by Armen Kleischmantat

ano the r  1 0  o r  2 0  ,  b u t  w e ' v e  g o t  t i m e .
Then y o u  w i l l  r e a l i s e  t h a t  t h e  GDR i s
the r i g h t  s t a t e  f o r  y o u .  L o o k ,  I ' m  r i g h t
w i t h  my p o i n t  o f  v i e w  a n d  y o u  a r e  wrong.
You c a n  b e l i e v e  me.  M a y b e  i t  s o u n d s  a
b i t  a r r o g a n t ,  b u t  t h a t ' s  t h e  way  i t  i s . "

These a r e  t h e  c o n c r e t e  r e s u l t s  o f  a n
u n b e l i e v a b l e  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  o f  p o w e r  i n
one p a r t y .  T o  w h o m  c a n  y o u  c o m p l a i n
when e v e r y t h i n g  a n d  e v e r y b o d y ,  t h e
press,  t h e  c o u r t s ,  t h e  s o - c a l l e d  b l o c k
p a r t i e s  a n d  s o c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a r e
c o n t r o l l e d  b y  t h e  SED [ t h e  P a r t y ] ?  C a n
you i m a g i n e  h o w  m i s e r a b l e  a n d  h e l p l e s s
one f e e l s ?

P r o u d  o f  m y  c o u n t r y m e n

I  a m  v e r y  p r o u d  o f  m y  c o u n t r y m e n  i n
the  GDR.  T h e y ' v e  a c h i e v e d  s o m e t h i n g
i n c r e d i b l e :  p a r t s  o f  t h e  w a l l  h a v e  b e e n
opened f o r  t hem.  B u t  o n e  h a s  t o  b e  v e r y
c l e a r :  t h e  p e o p l e  h a v e  ' f o u g h t '  t o  g e t
t h i s  ' c o n c e s s i o n '  f r o m  t h e  SED.  T h e
people  a n d  t h e  S E D  a r e  t w o  ' v e r y
d i f f e r e n t  p a i r s  o f  s h o e s ' .

The S E D  h a d  t h e  c h a n c e  t o  p u t  i t s
ideas  i n t o  p r a c t i c e  f o r  4 0  y e a r s  w i t h o u t
any p o l i t i c a l  o p p o s i t i o n .  A n y  W e s t e r n

people.  G o d  l i k e s  t o  s u p p o r t  e v e r y
honest e f f o r t .  I  w a s  a n  e n t h u s i a s t i c
M a r x i s t  m y s e l f  a n d  I  h a d  c o m e  t o  t h e
p a i n f u l  c o n c l u s i o n  t h a t  communism i s  n o t
t he  s a l v a t i o n  o f  m a n ,  b u t ,  b e c a u s e  o f
i t s  r i g i d  s t r u c t u r e ,  a  d i s a s t e r .  G o d ,
i n  h i s  g r a c e ,  g a v e  m e  a  f i r m  b e l i e f  i n
h i s  s o n  J e s u s  C h r i s t ,  s o  t h a t  I ' m  a b l e
t o  s a y  t h a t  w h o e v e r  s e a r c h e s  f o r  t r u t h
w h o l e h e a r t e d l y  w i l l  f i n d  i t .

Be g r a t e f u l  t h a t  y o u ' v e  h a d  t h e
p r i v i l e g e  o f  b e i n g  b r o u g h t  u p  i n  a
democra t i c  s o c i e t y .  Y o u ' v e  b e e n  s a v e d
f rom many t r o u b l e s .  W e ' r e  g l a d  t o  l i v e
i n  W e s t  G e r m a n y ,  a l t h o u g h  w e  f e e l
homesick some t imes .  M a n y  o f  u s  f r o m  t h e
GDR, a n d  a l s o  f r o m  Romania,  P o l a n d  a n d
the S o v i e t  U n i o n  h a v e  g o n e  t h r o u g h
unheard -o f  s t r a i n s  t o  g e t  h e r e .  T h a t ' s
why i t  h u r t s  s o  v e r y  m u c h  o f  w e  m e e t
people  w h o  d o n ' t  h a v e  o n e  g o o d  w o r d  f o r
t h e i r  s t a t e  a n d  d o n ' t  e v e n  c o n s i d e r  w h a t
a g r e a t  a d v a n t a g e  i t  i s  t o  b e  a b l e  t o
u t t e r  t h e i r  o p i n i o n s  f r e e l y  w i t h o u t  a n y
f e a r  o f  t h e  consequences .  I n  W e s t e r n
Europe e v e r y o n e  h a s  t h e  r i g h t  t o  b e
c r i t i c a l .  A n d  human s e l f i s h n e s s  c r e a t e s
problems h e r e  a s  w e l l .  W e  f r o m  E a s t
Europe h a v e  n o  p a t e n t  o n  t h e  t r u t h ,  b u t
we k n o w  f r o m  o u r  o w n  b i t t e r  e x p e r i e n c e
how t h i n g s  d o n ' t  w o r k .
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On the slopes of tit Full
by Edward Peters

MORAL R E -ARMAMENT I S  F O R  EVERYONE. I t
came t o  b i r t h  i n  a  We s t e r n ,  P r o t e s t a n t
c u l t u r e  -  n o t h i n g  w r o n g  w i t h  t h a t .  I t s
i n i t i a t o r  F r a n k  B u c h m a n ,  t h r o u g h  h i s
unique p e r s o n a l i t y  a n d  v i s i o n ,  e n s u r e d
t h a t  MRA moved beyond  i t s  c r a d l e .  H e  was
c o n s t a n t l y  r e a c h i n g  o u t  t o  p e o p l e  o f  a l l
backgrounds, t r a d i t i o n s  a n d  f a i t h s .  H e
made n o  s e c r e t  o f  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  h e a r t  o f
h i s  o w n  c o m m i t m e n t  b u t  d i d  n o t  d e m a n d
t h a t  o t h e r s  c o n f o r m  t o  t h e  l i m i t e d  human

f i n i t i o n s  e a s i l y  p l a c e d  o n  r e l i g i o u s
exper ience.  F e w  C h r i s t i a n  l e a d e r s  c a n
have w o n  t h e  f r i e n d s h i p  o f  s o  m a n y
people o f  d i f f e r e n t  t r a d i t i o n s .  I n  h i s
move t o w a r d s  i n t e r - f a i t h  d i a l o g u e  h e  was
decades ahead  o f  h i s  t i m e .

Since B u c h m a n ' s  d e a t h  t h e  w o r l d  h a s
changed i n  f u n d a m e n t a l  w a y s ,  b e c o m i n g
more c o m p l e x ,  a n d  w i t h  g r e a t e r  o p t i o n s .
The w o r k  o f  MRA h a s  a l s o  changed.  S i n c e
1965 MRA h a s  h a d  n o  s i n g l e  l e a d e r  b u t
has s t r i v e n  t o  w o r k  o u t  a n  i d e a l  o f  c o l -
l e c t i v e  l e a d e r s h i p  b a s e d  o n  e q u a l  r e s p -
o n s i b i l i t y .  I n  p a r a l l e l  t h e r e  h a s  b e e n  a
search f o r  n e w  ways o f  e n s u r i n g  c o h e s i o n
w i t h i n  a  w i d e s p r e a d  programme o f  a c t i o n .

2  o r  2 0 0  w o r k i n g  t o g e t h e r

Moral R e -Armament h a s  a l w a y s  h a d  t w o
s t r e n g t h s  t h a t  s o m e t i m e s  a p p e a r  t o  w o r k
aga ins t  o n e  a n o t h e r .  O n  t h e  o n e  hand,  a t
i t s  h e a r t  i s  i n d i v i d u a l  d e c i s i o n  a n d
i n i t i a t i v e ,  i n  r e c o g n i t i o n  t h a t  t h e
deepest p l a c e  i n  e a c h  o f  o u r  h e a r t s  i s
reserved  f o r  o u r  p e r s o n a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p
wi th ,  a n d  c a l l i n g  f r o m ,  G o d .  O n  t h e
o the r  h a n d ,  m u c h  o f  i t s  e f f e c t i v e n e s s
over t h e  p a s t  5 0  y e a r s  h a s  c o m e  w h e n
people h a v e  w o r k e d  t o g e t h e r  f o r  a  common
o b j e c t i v e .  A g a i n  a n d  a g a i n  e v e n t s  h a v e
proved t h a t  2 ,  2 0  o r  2 0 0  w o r k i n g
t o g e t h e r  o f t e n  b e a r  m o r e  f r u i t  t h a n  2 ,
20 o r  2 0 0  w o r k i n g  b y  t h e m s e l v e s .

How t h e n  i n  a n  a g e  w h e r e  w o r l d  i s s u e s
are i n c r e a s i n g l y  d e m a n d i n g  g l o b a l  r e s p -
onses c a n  M R A  m a k e  i t s  d i s t i n c t i v e
c o n t r i b u t i o n ?  A  r e c e n t  i n t e r n a t i o n a l
meet ing i n  Japan,  o n  t h e  s l o p e s  o f  Mount
F u j i ,  a d d r e s s e d  t h i s  q u e s t i o n .  I t  w a s

the s e c o n d  i n  a  s e r i e s  o f  g l o b a l  C o n -
s u l t a t i o n s  t h e  n e x t  o f  w h i c h  w i l l  b e  i n
B r a z i l  i n  A p r i l  1 9 9 0 .  2 5  o f  u s  f r o m  1 5
n a t i o n s  m e t  f o r  a  w e e k  t o  s e a r c h  t o g e -
t h e r  f o r  f r e s h  i n s i g h t s  a n d  c l a r i t y
about p r i o r i t i e s .  T h i s  w a s  n o  e l i t e
' l e a d e r s h i p  g r o u p ' ,  m e r e l y  a  c o l l e c t i o n
of  p e o p l e  f a i r l y  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  MRA's
work a r o u n d  t h e  w o r l d .  T h e  v e r y  n a t u r e
of  t h e  C o n s u l t a t i o n  p r o c e s s  i s  n o t
d i r e c t i n g  b u t  d i s c e r n i n g .  C o u l d  w e ,  i n
r e c o g n i t i o n  t h a t  w e  a r e  m e a n t  t o  d o
b e t t e r  i n  a c t i n g  t o g e t h e r  a s  a  w o r l d
fo rce ,  f i n d  s o m e  s t e e r s  f o r  p r i o r i t i e s ?

We r a n g e d  o v e r  t h e  i m p o r t a n t  i s s u e s
f a c i n g  J a p a n ,  A s i a  a n d  t h e  P a c i f i c .  W e
developed i d e a s  f o r  o f f e r i n g  m o r e
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  t r a i n i n g  i n  MRA. A n d
we r e v i e w e d  o u r  w a y s  o f  o p e r a t i n g ,  i n
the  l i g h t  o f  t h e  n e e d  t o  a l l o w  f r e e d o m
f o r  p e o p l e  o f  d i f f e r e n t  c u l t u r e s  t o
develop w a y s  o f  d o i n g  t h i n g s  w h i c h  d r a w
on t h e  b e s t  o f  t h e i r  t r a d i t i o n s .  S o m e  o f
us h a v e  s o m e t i m e s  c o n f u s e d  c u l t u r a l
p r a c t i c e s  w i t h  u n i v e r s a l  t r u t h ,  v o l u n t a -
r i l y -chosen  d i s c i p l i n e s  w i t h  d o c t r i n e s .

MRA i s  n o t  a  r e l i g i o n ,  b u t  a  d o o r  t o
f a i t h  a n d  r e l i g i o u s  e x p e r i e n c e .  I t  i s
a l s o  t h e  o u t g r o w t h  a n d  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f
t h a t  f a i t h  a n d  e x p e r i e n c e .  I t  i s  w e  who
sometimes p l a c e  l i m i t s  o n  t h e  w o r k  o f
God t h r o u g h  t h e  n a r r o w n e s s  o f  o u r  u n d e r -
s tand ing .  W e  a r e  m e a n t  t o  o f f e r  s o m e -
t h i n g  t h a t  i s  i n c l u s i v e  w i t h o u t  b e i n g
s u p e r f i c i a l .  A s  w e  d e e p e n  o u r  p e r s o n a l
l i v e s  a n d  f a i t h ,  w e  c a n  a l s o  d i s c o v e r
how b e t t e r  t o  s h a r e  t h e m  w i t h  o t h e r s  i n
a way t h a t  s p e a k s  t o  t h e  h e a r t  n o  m a t t e r
the  t r a d i t i o n  i n  w h i c h  i t  i s  r o o t e d .

Yes, M R A  i s  f o r  e v e r y o n e .  I t  i s  a
chance f o r  a n y o n e  t o  f i n d  s o m e t h i n g
deeply  s a t i s f y i n g ,  a n d  t o  r e l a t e  i t  t o
the w o r l d  a r o u n d .  T h a t  d o e s  n o t  r e q u i r e
the l a b e l  'MRA '  t o  b e  v a l i d .  I t  r e q u i r e s
o n l y  a  commi tment  t o  g o  a l l  t h e  way  w i t h
God, a n d  t o  s t r e t c h  o u t  t o  t h e  w h o l e
wor ld.  A l l  c a n  h a v e  a  p a r t  i n  t h e
e x t r a o r d i n a r y  a d v e n t u r e s  G o d  s e e m s  t o
have i n  s t o r e  a s  w e  e n t e r  t h e  w o r l d  o f
the 1 9 9 0 ' s  a n d  beyond.
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IDENTITY CRISIS
by Patrick Sta Maria

MALAYSIA I S  a  m u l t i - c u l t u r a l  s o c i e t y
w i t h  M a l a y s  ( M u s l i m s ) ,  C h i n e s e ,  a n d
Ind ians .  I  h a v e  P o r t u g e s e  a n d  F i l i p i n o
a n c e s t r y.

My i d e n t i t y  c r i s i s  b e g a n  w h e n  p e o p l e
s t a r t e d  m i s t a k i n g  me f o r  e i t h e r  a  M a l a y,
Chinese o r  a n  I n d i a n .  A t  f i r s t  I  t o o k  i t
a l l  i n  j e s t ,  b u t  e v e n t u a l l y  i t  t u r n e d
i n t o  r e s e n t m e n t .  I  s t a r t e d  b l a m i n g  m y
mother f o r  m y  p r e d i c a m e n t ,  s t o r i n g  u p
f e e l i n g s  a s  I  d i d  n o t  h a v e  t h e  c o u r a g e
t o  t a l k  t h e m  o v e r  w i t h  my mo the r.

Then i n  1 9 8 6 ,  I  a t t e n d e d  a  C o u r s e  f o r
the V i s u a l l y  H a n d i c a p p e d .  A m o n g  t h e
p a r t i c i p a n t s  w e r e  F i l i p i n o s  w h o  h a d
taken p a r t  i n  t h e i r  p e o p l e - l e d  p r a y e r
r e v o l u t i o n ,  c u l m i n a t i n g  w i t h  t h e  M a r c o s
regime b e i n g  r e p l a c e d  b y  Mrs  Aqu ino .

They w e r e  p r o u d  t o  b e  F i l i p i n o s ,  f u l l
o f  l i f e  a n d  e n t h u s i a s m .  I  a v o i d e d  t h e m
at f i r s t ,  b u t  d i d  m e n t i o n  t h a t  my  m o t h e r
was F i l i p i n o .  T h e y  w e r e  c a r i n g  t o w a r d s

me a n d  i n v i t e d  m e  t o  t h e i r  c u l t u r a l
a c t i v i t i e s ,  t e a c h i n g  me t h e i r  songs .

I  f e l t  ashamed  o f  m y s e l f ,  a s h a m e d  o f
my f e e l i n g s  a b o u t  b e i n g  a  F i l i p i n o ,
about b e i n g  A s i a n .  G o d ,  I  r e a l i s e d ,  w a s
us ing  t h e s e  v i s i t i n g  F i l i p i n o s  t o  h e l p
me ove rcome  m y  p r e j u d i c e s .  T h e  moment I
s t a r t e d  a c c e p t i n g  m y s e l f  a n d  a p p r e c i a t -
i ng  m y  h e r i t a g e ,  I  e x p e r i e n c e d  i n n e r
freedom.

But s e l f - r e a l i s a t i o n  i s  o n e  t h i n g ,
r e s t i t u t i o n  a n o t h e r .  T h e r e  was  s t i l l  t h e
need t o  p u t  t h i n g s  r i g h t  w i t h  my m o t h e r.
A f t e r  m u c h  s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  p r i d e  a n d
ego, I  managed t o  w r i t e  a n d  e x p l a i n  w h a t
I h a d  f e l t  a b o u t  h e r ,  a b o u t  m y  b e i n g
F i l i p i n o ,  a n d  a s k  f o r  f o r g i v e n e s s .
Amidst t e a r s  o f  j o y ,  I  a l s o  r e i t e r a t e d
in  my  l e t t e r  t h a t  I  l o v e d  h e r  v e r y  much
and w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  d o  s o .

I  r e a l i s e d  t h a t  a c c e p t a n c e  o f  onese l f . . . ,
shou ld  p a v e  t h e  w a y  f o r  a c c e p t a n c e  o .
o the rs ,  w h a t e v e r  r a c e ,  c r e e d  o r  c o l o u r .

Patrick S t a  Maria has  come t o  B r i t a i n  f o r  a
year t o  pa r t i c ipa te  i n  t h e  campaign w i t h  t h e
plays 'Beyond Comprehension' a n d  ' L e t ' s  t a l k
turkey',

GOING HOME
by Sue Pearce

DESPITE T H E  LACK O F  EXOTIC TRAVEL, m y
summer w a s  memorab le .  S u m m e r  o f  ' 8 9  -
when m y  p a r e n t s  a n d  I  l e a r n t  h o w  t o  g e t
on. N o t  e a r t h - s h a k i n g  news, p e r h a p s ,  b u t
i f  G o d  i s n ' t  b i g  e n o u g h  t o  t r a n s f o r m
s p e c i f i c  s i t u a t i o n s  i n  o u r  l i v e s  t h e n
t h e r e ' s  l i t t l e  p o i n t  t o  t h e  f a i t h  b e h i n d
boppy s o n g s  a n d  handou ts .

A f t e r  l e a v i n g  home I  d i d n ' t  much  l i k e
r e t u r n i n g .  D a d  w a s  embar rass ing .  Mum was
annoying.  T h e y  w e r e  b o t h  i n f u r i a t i n g .  O r

so I  t h o u g h t .  W h e n  l i f e  w e n t  o u t  o f
c o n t r o l  l a s t  t e r m  I  t u r n e d  i n w a r d s  t o
f i g u r e  o u t  w h y  I  w a s  t h e  p e r s o n  I  w a s .
Th is  d u g  u p  some i n c i d e n t s  b u r i e d  i n  m y
mind s i n c e  t h e y  h a p p e n e d  b e t w e e n  m y
paren ts  a n d  me many s h o e  s i z e s  ago.

Te l l i n g  Mum and  Dad  a b o u t  t h e s e  t h i n g s
seemed l u d i c r o u s .  B u t  i n  e a r l y  summer we
went o n  a  t e n s e  h o l i d a y  t o g e t h e r  a n d  o n e
day i t  a l l  c a m e  o u t .  S u r p r i s i n g l y ,  Mupw.,
and D a d  u n d e r s t o o d  b e c a u s e  t h e y  b o t h
remembered s i m i l a r  h u r t f u l  e x p e r i e n c e s
from t h e i r  own c h i l d h o o d s .

L a t e r  o n  I  w a s  s t a r i n g  o u t  o f  t h e
window t h i n k i n g  i t  o v e r .  S o m e t h i n g
i n s i d e  s a i d ,  " A p o l o g i s e  t o  Dad  f o r  y o u r
c r i t i c a l  a t t i t u d e " .  I  k n e w  i t  w a s  t r u e
but i t  t o o k  me a g e s  t o  s t e p  o n  my p r i d e ,
t u r n  a r o u n d  a n d  s a y  i t  t o  h im .  T h e r e  was
no accompany ing  o r c h e s t r a  t h a t  d a y ,  b u t
s ince  t h e n  I ' v e  a s t o n i s h e d  m y s e l f  b y
l o o k i n g  f o r w a r d  t o  s e e i n g  Mum a n d  D a d .
The a u t o m a t i c  r e a c t i o n s  o f  annoyance  a n d
c r i t i c i s m  h a v e  v a n i s h e d .  W h a t ' s  m o r e  I
a c t u a l l y  l i k e  them.  H o n e s t y  a n d  f o r g i v e -
ness, t h o u g h  t o u g h  t o  p r a c t i s e ,  a r e  a
power fu l  c o m b i n a t i o n .

The Pearce f a m i l y  comes from New Zealand, T h e
above a r t i c l e  f i r s t  a p p e a r e d  i n  t h e  C U
broadsheet, 'Green Flares and Guitars', a t  York
University, where Sue studies,
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I ' M  T R Y I N G  T O  U S E  M R A  a s  m y  l i f e
p h i l o s o p h y.  E v e n  i f  I  a m  n o t  r e l i g i o u s ,
I a m  f i r m l y  p e r s u a d e d  t h a t  t h e  M R A
p r i n c i p l e s  a r e  r i g h t .  I  d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  i n
God. M y  v i e w  i s  t h a t  w e  a r e  a l l  p a r t  o f
t he  A b s o l u t e ,  w h i c h  y o u  c a n  c a l l  G o d  i f
you p r e f e r .  I  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  A b s o l u t e
i s  s o m e t h i n g  i n s i d e  p e o p l e ,  a n d  i t  i s
t h i s  A b s o l u t e  w h i c h  I  l i s t e n  t o  i n  m y
s i l e n t  momen ts .  T h i s  ' i n n e r  v o i c e '  i s
the  d e e p e s t  p a r t  o f  m y  p e r s o n  -  t h e
s p i r i t u a l  p a r t  o f  m e  w h i c h  i s  t o o  o f t e n
crushed b y  t h e  m a t e r i a l  p a r t .

I t h i n k  t h a t  i f  w e  w a n t  t o  c h a n g e  t h e
wor ld ,  w e  h a v e  t o  c h a n g e  s t r u c t u r e s  a s
w e l l  a s  p e o p l e .  W e  i n  t h e  W e s t  h a v e  a
development m o d e l  b a s e d  o n  t h e  i d e a  o f
s c i e n t i f i c  p r o g r e s s ,  o n  t h e  i d e a  o f  a
l icee m a r k e t  a n d  p r i v a t e  c o n t r o l  o f

d u s t r y.  B u t  I  t h i n k  w e  h a v e  t o  p r o d u c e
a n e w  deve lopment  m o d e l ,  a s  o u r s  c a n n o t
be t h e  r i g h t  m o d e l  f o r  l e s s  d e v e l o p e d
c o u n t r i e s .

A f e w  f a c t s  w i l l  e x p l a i n  w h a t  I  mean.
Acco rd ing  t o  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  M o n e t a r y
Fund ( I M F ) ,  8 0 %  o f  t h e  w o r l d ' s  p o l l u t i o n
i s  p r o d u c e d  b y  10% o f  t h e  w o r l d ' s  p o p u -
l a t i o n .  T h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h i s  10% l i v e s
i n  t h e  r i c h  c o u n t r i e s .  S o  y o u  c a n  s e e
t h a t  i t  i s  a b s u r d  t o  t h i n k  t h a t  w e  c a n
r a i s e  t h e  s t a n d a r d  o f  l i v i n g  o f  a l l  t h e
w o r l d ' s  p e o p l e  t o  t h e  l e v e l  e n j o y e d  i n
the  We s t ,  i f  w e  f o l l o w  o u r  d e v e l o p m e n t
model. I n  f a c t  i f  a n o t h e r  1 5 %  o f  t h e

w o r l d ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  r e a c h e d  o u r  s t a n d a r d
of  l i v i n g ,  t h e  w o r l d ' s  p o l l u t i o n  w o u l d
double.

Th i s  i s  n o t  s i m p l y  a  consequence  o f  a n
amoral l i f e s t y l e  i n  t h e  West .  C a p i t a l i s m
i s  b a s e d  o n  c o n s u m e r i s m ,  c o n s u m e r i s m
produces p o l l u t i o n .  C o n s u m e r i s m  i s
p a r t l y  a  c o n s e q u e n c e  o f  a n  a m o r a l
l i f e s t y l e ,  b u t  m a i n l y  i t  i s  a
consequence o f  o u r  deve lopmen t  m o d e l .  W e
have t o  consume more  a n d  m o r e  s o  t h a t  w e
can p r o d u c e  m o r e  a n d  m o r e  a n d  g u a r a n t e e
employment, p r o f i t ,  e t c .

A n e w  s o c i e t y  n e e d s  n e w  p e o p l e  w h o
base t h e i r  l i v e s  o n  m o r a l  v a l u e s ,  b u t  i t
a l s o  n e e d s  n e w  s t r u c t u r e s  b a s e d  o n  a
d i f f e r e n t  l o g i c  o f  o p e r a t i o n .  T h i s  n e w
l o g i c  demands d i f f e r e n t  m o t i v e s  f r o m  t h e
p r o f i t  m o t i v e .

I  d o n ' t  t h i n k  i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t o  change
the  w o r l d  w i t h  MRA a l o n e .  B u t  n o r  i s  i t
p o s s i b l e  t o  c h a n g e  t h e  w o r l d  w i t h o u t
MRA. W e  m u s t  w o r k  f o r  a  m o r a l  r e -
armament i n  t h e  w o r l d ,  a n d  a l s o  f o r  a
change i n  s t r u c t u r e s .

W H O L E  W O R L D
by Joe Hakim

I  HEARD A  YOUNG MAN t h i s  summer i n  C a u x
saying:  ' H o w  c a n  p e o p l e  e x p e c t  t o  f i n d
freedom f o r  t h e i r  c o u n t r i e s ,  w h i l e  t h e y
are s t i l l  s l a v e s  t h e m s e l v e s  t o  t h e i r  own
d e s i r e s ? '  When I  b e g a n  t o  o b e y  a n d  c r o s s
my o w n  s e l f i s h  w i l l  i n  M o u n t a i n  H o u s e
th rough  a  d a i l y  f i g h t i n g ,  n e w  v i s i o n s
and t h o u g h t s  came t o  me; I  h a d  t h e  i n n e r
freedom t o  l i s t e n  m o r e  t o  G o d  a n d
su r re nde r  t o  H i s  w i l l .

Dur ing  1 7  d a y s  i n  C a u x ,  I  h a d  t h e
o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  s h a r e  a  r o o m  w i t h  s i x
young men f r o m  f i v e  d i f f e r e n t  c o u n t r i e s
and f i v e  d i f f e r e n t  r e l i g i o n s .  J u s t  w h e n
I  w a s  g e t t i n g  u s e d  t o  o n e  o f  t h e m ,  i t
was t i m e  f o r  h i m  t o  l e a v e  a n d  I  h a d  t o
s t a r t  a g a i n .  I  r e a l i s e d  I  h a d  t o  b e  o p e n
enough t o  s h a r e  my  l i f e  w i t h  n e w  p e o p l e
of  d i f f e r e n t  c h a r a c t e r s .

Meet ing p e o p l e  f r o m  many c o u n t r i e s  who
are s u f f e r i n g  -  e s p e c i a l l y  f r o m  B u r m a

and P o l a n d  -  h e l p e d  m e  n o t  t o  c o n c e n -
t r a t e  o n  m y s e l f  a n d  d r o w n  i n  m y  o w n
problems. I  r e a l i s e d  t h a t  s o m e  o f  t h e m
are  l i v i n g  i n  w o r s e  c o n d i t i o n s  t h a n
mine. I  w a s  m e a n t  t o  b e  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h
the  w h o l e  w o r l d  a n d  n o t  o n l y  a  s m a l l
p a r t  o f  i t .

Be fo re  c o m i n g  b a c k  home,  s o m e  d e c i s -
i ons  h a d  t o  b e  t a k e n .  I t  seemed e a s y  t o
dec ide s o m e t h i n g  w h i l e  i n  s u c h  a n  a t m o -
sphere a s  C a u x ,  b u t  d i f f i c u l t  t o  o b e y
when I  w o u l d  b e  o n c e  a g a i n  i n  t h e  m i d s t
o f  my s o c i e t y ,  i t s  j u d g e m e n t s  a n d  l a w s .

Going f o r  a b s o l u t e  h o n e s t y  w a s  o n e
such r i s k y  s t e p .  I  d e c i d e d  t o  r e f u s e  t o
take p a r t  i n  s i g n i n g  a  c o n t r a c t  a t  w o r k
which c o u l d  a v o i d  u s  h a v i n g  t o  p a y  t a x e s
l e g a l l y  a n d  h o n e s t l y .  N o w  t h a t  I ' m  i n
B e i r u t ,  I ' m  s t i l l  f i g h t i n g  f o r  t h i s
idea, e v e n  t h o u g h  i f  I  d i d  s i g n  i t ,  i t
would b r i n g  me more  money t h a n  u s u a l .

Now i t ' s  t i m e  t o  p u t  G o d ' s  w i l l  f i r s t
i n  my l i f e ,  w i t h o u t  c o n d i t i o n s . 13
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THE PASHA'S BOMB SHELL
by Rex Dilly

PIERRE CHAVANNE w a s  a  F r e n c h  s e t t l e r  who
farmed i n  M o r o c c o .  H i s  a u n t  h a d  g i v e n
h i s  name  t o  F r a n k  Buchman a t  C a u x  when
she h e a r d  t h a t  h e  a n d  a  g r o u p  p l a n n e d  t o
v i s i t  M o r o c c o .  T h e  C h a v a n n e s  w e r e
i n t r i g u e d  b y  w h a t  t h e y  h e a r d  a b o u t  MRA
though n o t  c o n v i n c e d .  T h e y  v i s i t e d  C a u x
the f o l l o w i n g  s u m m e r,  a n d  t h e r e  t h e y
dec ided t o  e x p e r i m e n t  w i t h  a p p l y i n g
Moral  R e -Armament. T h e y  r e v i e w e d  t h e i r
own r e l a t i o n s h i p  b u t  a l s o  b e c a m e
concerned a b o u t  t h e  f u t u r e  o f  M o r o c c o .
Chavanne s a y s ,  " I  d i s c o v e r e d  t h a t  I  w a s
no l o n g e r  a f r a i d  o f  t h e  Moroccans" .

Soon a f t e r  t h e i r  r e t u r n  f r o m  Caux,  a
p lague o f  l o c u s t s  t h r e a t e n e d  t o  r a v a g e
the f a r m s  a r o u n d  Marakesh .  T h e  Moroccan
a g r i c u l t u r a l  s e r v i c e s  t o o k  e f f e c t i v e
a c t i o n  a n d  t h e  t h r e a t  w a s  a v e r t e d .

Chavanne t h a n k e d  Ahmed Guessous ,  t h e
head o f  t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  a g r i c u l t u r a l
depar tment .  " Y o u  a r e  t h e  f i r s t  F r e n c h m a n
who h a s  e v e r  t h a n k e d  m e  f o r  a n y t h i n g " ,
Guessous r e p l i e d .  C h a v a n n e  w e n t  o n ,  " I
want t o  a p o l o g i s e  f o r  t h e  s e l f i s h  w a y  I
have l i v e d  i n  y o u r  c o u n t r y  a n d  f o r  m y
a t t i t u d e  t o  y o u r  p e o p l e " .  H e  t a l k e d  o f
h i s  v i s i t  t o  C a u x  a n d  a d d e d ,  " I  h a v e
dec ided now  t o  s e r v e  y o u r  c o u n t r y  o n  t h e
bas i s  o f  t h e  s t a n d a r d s  o f  M o r a l  R e -
Armament".

Guessous w a s  i n t e r e s t e d  b u t  s u s p i c -
ious;  h e  f e a r e d  some s u b t l e  F r e n c h  p l o t
t o  t r a p  h i m  i n t o  r e v e a l i n g  h i s  r e a l
a t t i t u d e  t o  t h e  F r e n c h .  F o r  unknown t o
Chavanne a t  t h e  t i m e ,  h e  w a s  a  s e c r e t
l eade r  o f  t h e  n a t i o n a l i s t s  w h o  w e r e
determined t o  r i d  t h e  c o u n t r y  o f  t h e
French yoke .

The t w o  m e n  b e c a m e  f i r m  f r i e n d s  a n d
the f o l l o w i n g  s u m m e r  w e n t  t o g e t h e r  t o
Caux. A t  t h e  f i r s t  s e s s i o n  t h e y  h e a r d
Paul C a m p b e l l ,  w h o  h a d  b e e n  i n  M o r o c c o
w i t h  F r a n k  Buchman, s p e a k  e n t h u s i a s t i c -
a l l y  o f  t h e  h o s p i t a l i t y  t h e y  r e c e i v e d
from E l  G l a o u i ,  t h e  Pasha o f  Marakesh.

At t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  m e e t i n g ,  G u e s s o u s ,
pa le  w i t h  a n g e r ,  t a c k l e d  C a m p b e l l :  " I
regard  C a u x  a s  a  h o l y  p l a c e ;  b u t  b y
speak ing  h e r e  o f  o u r  w o r s t  e n e m y,  E l
Glaou i ,  y o u  h a v e  s p o k e n  o f  t h e  d e v i l
i n c a r n a t e . "  E l  G l a o u i  h a d  s i d e d  w i t h  t h e
French i n  e x i l i n g  S u l t a n  Mohammed B e n
Youssef  o f  M o r o c c o  t o  M a d a g a s c a r  a n d
r e p l a c i n g  h i m  w i t h  a  S u l t a n  o f  t h e i r  own
choice.

At l u n c h  G u e s s o u s  p o u r e d  o u t  h i s
h a t r e d  o f  E l  G l a o u i .  T h e n  a t  t h e  e n d  o f
the  m e a l  C a m p b e l l  s a i d ,  " M y  e x p e r i e n c e
i s  t h a t  I  a m  a s  c l o s e  t o  God a s  t o  t h e
person I  a m  m o s t  d i v i d e d  f r o m " .  T h e r e
was s i l e n c e .  " I  a m  a  g o o d  M u s l i m " ,  s a i d
Guessous, " b u t  i f  I  a m  a s  c l o s e  t o  God
as I  a m  t o  E l  G l a o u i ,  I  h a v e  a  l o n g  way
to  g o . "

Back i n  Morocco,  G u e s s o u s  g o t  i n  t o u c h
w i t h  Abdessadeq ,  E l  G l a o u i ' s  s o n ,  w h o m
he a l r e a d y  k n e w .  T h e y  d i s c u s s e d  t h e
c r i t i c a l  s i t u a t i o n  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y  a n d
Guessous s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  t h e y  s h o u l d  meet
El G l a o u i  t o  t r y  a n d  f i n d  s o m e  common
ground.

A m e e t i n g  w a s  a r r a n g e d  t o  w h i c h  t h e y
went t o g e t h e r .  G u e s s o u s  o p e n e d  t h e
d i a l o g u e  b y  t e l l i n g  E l  G l a o u i  t h a t  h ' '
r e g r e t t e d  a l l  t h e  b i t t e r n e s s  h e  h a s
harboured a g a i n s t  h i m  f o r  m a n y  y e a r s .
Th i s  h o n e s t y  a n d  h u m i l i t y  t o u c h e d  t h e
o ld  m a n  d e e p l y ,  a n d  h e  e m b r a c e d
Guessous.

The P a s h a  t h e n  a s k e d  t h e m  a l l  t o  s t a y
t o  l u n c h .  G u e s s o u s ,  s u p p o r t e d  b y  h i s
c o l l e a g u e s  a n d  A b d e s s a d e q ,  p r e s e n t e d
t h e i r  p l a n  f o r  n a t i o n a l  r e c o n c i l i a t i o n
based o n  a  r e c o n c i l i a t i o n  b e t w e e n  E l
G laou i  a n d  t h e  e x i l e d  S u l t a n  S i d i
Mohammed Ben  Yo u s s e f .

That v e r y  a f t e r n o o n  E l  G l a o u i  w a s  d u e
to  p r e s e n t  h i m s e l f  b e f o r e  a  C o u n c i l  o f
the T h r o n e ,  s e t  u p  b y  t h e  F r e n c h .  H e
sa id ,  " I  i d e n t i f y  m y s e l f  w i t h  t h e  w i l l
o f  t h e  M o r o c c a n  p e o p l e  f o r  t h p . ,
r e s t o r a t i o n  o f  t h e  r i g h t f u l  S u l t a .
Mohammed B e n  Y o u s s e f  a n d  f o r  h i s
immediate r e t u r n  f r o m  Madagascar " .  T h i s
became known  a s  ' t h e  P a s h a ' s  b o m b s h e l l ' ,
which u n i t e d  t h e  c o u n t r y  a n d  p a v e d  t h e
way f o r  i ndependence .

L a t e r,  a c c o m p a n i e d  b y  h i s  s o n  h e  w e n t
t o  p a y  homage  t o  t h e  S u l t a n .  H e  k n e l t
b e f o r e  h i m  a n d  b e g g e d  h i s  f o r g i v e n e s s .
The S u l t a n  d e c l a r e d ,  " T h e  f u t u r e  i s  w h a t
counts.  W e  a r e  a l l  s o n s  o f  M o r o c c o  a n d
i t  i s  o n  y o u r  a c t i o n s  i n  t h e  f u t u r e  t h a t
you w i l l  b e  j u d g e d . "

I n  1 9 5 6  t h e  S u l t a n ,  t h e n  K i n g  Mohammed
V o f  i n d e p e n d e n t  Morocco ,  s e n t  a  message
t o  Buchman:  " I  t h a n k  y o u  f o r  a l l  y o u
have d o n e  f o r  Morocco ,  t h e  Moroccans a n d
myse l f  i n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  t h e s e  l a s t
t e s t i n g  y e a r s .  M o r a l  R e -Armament m u s t
become f o r  u s  M u s l i m s  j u s t  a s  m u c h  a n
i n c e n t i v e  a s  i t  i s  f o r  y o u  C h r i s t i a n s
and f o r  a l l  n a t i o n s . "
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As a  t r i b u t e  t o  Mar ie—Claude Borel  f rom Switzerland. who  d ied  i n
October. w e  p r i n t  ex t rac ts  f rom a n  i n t e r v i ew  which she gave w i t h
Matt ius Frei tag, wh i ch  was publ ished i n  t h e  v e r y  f i r s t  i ssue  o f
Freeway.

What does f u l l  commitment mean t o  you?
I heard someone say  t h a t  where God crosses my w i l l ,  and  I  choose
God's w i l l ,  t h a t  i s  commitment. M y  experience i s  t h a t  once one
has done t h a t ,  one never  t u rns  back.  Somet imes one has  t o  say  t o
God: " I  don ' t  know how t o  g i ve  you  my  w i l l ,  h u t  here i t  i s . "  He
never l e t s  you  down.
What do you  do  when you  don ' t  f ee l  l i k e  going on — o r  you f ee l
tired?
First, I  am honest  about  i t  w i t h  God, myse l f  and sometimes
friends — I  do  n o t  t r y  t o  pretend t h a t  these th ings  'ought  n o t  t o
happen',... B u t  I  a lso know b y  experience t h a t  when you  t a k e  t h e
next s tep something answers y o u r  f rus t ra t i on  and  y o u r  t i redness.
And a lso God has  l o t s  o f  surprises i n  s to re  f o r  us !  H i s
affection i s  shown i n  a  mul t i tude o f  detai ls :  A  f r i e n d  meeting
you, o f fe r ing  he lp  j u s t  a t  t he  moment, o r  a  joke. H u m o u r  arid j o y
are p a r t  o f  God's prov is ion f o r  us !
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