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" W h y  n o t  l e t  G o d  r u n  t h e  w o r l d ? "



When y o u  p l a y  c h e s s  i n  a  t e a m  t h e r e  i s  o f t e n  t h e  c h a n c e  t o
w a l k  a b o u t  a n d  s e e  h o w  y o u r  c o l l e a g u e s  a r e  g e t t i n g  o n ,  u s u a l l y
i n  t h e  m i d d l e  o f  a  g a m e  w h e n  y o u r  o p p o n e n t  i s  t h i n k i n g .

S t a n d i n g  a s i d e  l o o k i n g  o n ,  g i v e s  a  w h o l e  n e w  p e r s p e c t i v e .
L i f e  i s  l i k e  t h a t  a s  w e l l .  S o m e t i m e s  w e  n e e d  t o  s t a n d  a s i d e
a n d  t a k e  s t o c k ;  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a t  t u r n i n g  p o i n t s  l i k e  t h e  e n d  o f
s c h o o l ,  o r  t h e  e n d  o f  u n i v e r s i t y  w h e n  l o o k i n g  f o r  a  j o t .

A c h i l d - l i k e  v i e w  o f  G o d  i s  o f  H i m  s t a n d i n g  o v e r  u s
w a t c h i n g  e v e r y  m o v e  w e  m a k e .  A s  a  c h e s s  p l a y e r  w a t c h i n g  a
f r i e n d ,  y o u  c a n  s o m e t i m e s  s e n s e  w h a t  m o v e  h e  w i l l  p l a y  n e x t ,
b u t  y o u  a r e  p o w e r l e s s .  Y o u  c a n  s e e  a  t r a p  o r  a  b r i l l i a n c y  i f
o n l y  h e  m a k e s  t h e  r i g h t  m o v e .  I t  i s  v e r y  f r u s t r a t i n g ,  t h e
w a i t i n g ,  t h e  h o p i n g ,  a n d  t h e n  t h e  r e l i e f  -  o r  t h e  d e s i r e  t o
s c r e a m .  I t ' s  t h e  s a m e  a s  a  f o o t b a l l  s p e c t a t o r  -  y o u  c a n  s e e
t h e  g u y  o n  t h e  l e f t  w i t h  a  c l e a r  c h a n c e  a t  g o a l ,  b u t  w i l l  t h e
man w i t h  t h e  b a l l  s e e  h i m . . . ?

I o f t e n  t h i n k  o f  G o d  i n  t h i s  w a y .  H e  s e e s  w h a t  w e  d o ,
k n o w s  w h a t  i s  a h e a d  a n d  k n o w s  w h i c h  i s  t h e  ' r i g h t '  o f  t w o
o p t i o n s .  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  a b o u t  H i m  p u l l i n g  h i s  h a i r  o u t  i n
f r u s t r a t i o n ,  b u t  y o u  c a n  i m a g i n e  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  w h e n  w e  a s k
Him, t h r o u g h  p r a y e r ,  a  t i m e  i n  q u i e t ,  o r  s i m p l y  w a i t i n g  a  b i t
l o n g e r  a n d  n o t  b e i n g  s o  h a s t y .

The  b e a u t y  o f  c h e s s  i s  t h a t  o f t e n  y o u r  o p p o n e n t  c h o s e s  t h e
w r o n g  m o v e  a s  w e l l  a n d  y o u  g e t  a n o t h e r  c h a n c e .  A n d  t h a t  i s
a l s o  t r u e  o f  l i f e  o f  c o u r s e .  W h e n  w e  l o o k  b a c k  a n d  s e e  h o w
l i f e  h a s  d e v e l o p e d ,  w e  c a n  s e e  s o m e t i m e s  w h e r e  w e  m a d e  a
m i s t a k e  a n d  g o t  o n  t h e  w r o n g  t r a c k  -  b u t  a l s o  w h e r e  w e  j o i n e d
up a g a i n ,  w h e r e  G o d  g a v e  u s  a n o t h e r  c h a n c e .

T h e  c = . 1 1  t  o r s
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Life on the Farm
by Angela Willoughby(

BROADWATER FARM i s  a  c o u n c i l  e s t a t e  i n
North L o n d o n  w h i c h  accommodates  c 5 0 0 0
people f r o m  m a n y  d i f f e r e n t  s o c i a l  a n d
ethn ic  b a c k g r o u n d s .  E v e n  b e f o r e  t h e
dis turbances i n  1 9 8 5  c u l m i n a t i n g  i n  t h e
death o f  a  p o l i c e m a n ,  t h e  F a r m  h a d
acquired t h e  r e p u t a t i o n  t h r o u g h  t h e  m e d i a
as a  ' n i g h t m a r e  e s t a t e '  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e
soc ia l  p r o b l e m s  g e n e r a t e d  b y  t h e  l a c k  o f
proper f a c i l i t i e s ,  u n e m p l o y m e n t  a n d
pover ty.

In t h e  e a r l y  e i g h t i e s ,  a  p r o c e s s  o f
community d e v e l o p m e n t  b e g a n  t h a t  w o u l d
even tua l l y  make t h e  Farm a  b e t t e r  p l a c e  t o
l ive.  I n  1 9 8 1 ,  t h e  r e s i d e n t s  f o u n d e d  t h e
Broadwater F a r m  Y o u t h  A s s o c i a t i o n  w h o s e
aim i s  " t o  s h o w  t h a t  o r d i n a r y ,  g r a s s r o o t

rAMIlbk p e o p l e ,  w o r k i n g  t h r o u g h  p o s i t i v e  and  u n i t e d
community a c t i o n  c a n  h a v e  a  d i r e c t
in f luence u p o n  t h e  d e c i s i o n s  w h i c h  a f f e c t
t h e i r  l i v e s  and  env i ronment . "  Ove r  t h e  l a s t
ten y e a r s  t h e  r e s i d e n t s  h a v e  w o r k e d  f o r
t h i s  v i s i o n  d e s p i t e  n e g a t i v e  m e d i a
coverage.

M u r a l s  s t a n d  o u t  a g a i n s t  c o n c r e t e

I  v i s i t e d  t h e  F a r m  i n  December t o  f i n d
out m o r e  a b o u t  i t .  F i r s t  i m p r e s s i o n s  a r e
deceptive, because f r o m  wha teve r  a n g l e  y o u
approach t h e  Farm,  y o u  c a n ' t  s e e  i t  u n t i l
you a r e  a lmos t  t h e r e  -  a l m o s t  a s  i f  i t  h a s
been h i d d e n  o n  pu rpose .  A s  I  w a l k e d  r o u n d
the e s t a t e  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e ,  I  w a s
s t ruck  b y  t h e  b r i g h t l y  p a i n t e d  w a l k w a y s
and f e n c e s ,  t h e  b e a u t i f u l  m u r a l s  w h i c h
stand o u t  a g a i n s t  t h e  c o n c r e t e ,  a n d  t h e
c o l o u r f u l  a r r a y  o f  f l a g s  i n  N a t i o n  Square,
which r e p r e s e n t  e v e r y  n a t i o n a l i t y  o n  t h e
Farm. T h e  o n l y  r e m i n d e r  o f  t h e  F a r m ' s
h i s t o r y  i s  t h e  s e r e n e  g a r d e n  i n
rememberance o f  t h o s e  who d ied .

My f i r s t  s t o p  w a s  t h e  "B roadwa te r  Fa rm
Youth A s s o c i a t i o n  C o -Opera t i ve "  w h i c h  w a s
founded i n  1 9 8 5  t o  " p r o m o t e  e c o n o m i c
a c t i v i t i e s  a n d  t o  c r e a t e  emp loyment  f o r
l oca l  r e s i d e n t s . "  I  i m m e d i a t e l y  f e l t  a t
home i n  t h e  c h e e r f u l  a n d  r e l a x e d
atmosphere o f  t h e  o f f i c e .  A l t h o u g h

everyone w a s  b u s y,  t h e y  a l l  t o o k  t i m e  t o
make m e  f e e l  welcome,  t e l l  m e  i n  d e t a i l
about t h e  Fa rm  a n d  t o  s h o w  m e  a round .  I
v i s i t e d  e v e r y w h e r e  f r o m  t h e  d a y  n u r s e r y,
where c h i l d r e n  o f  a l l  r a c e s  p l a y e d  h a p p i l y
together,  t o  t h e  y o u t h  c l u b  w h e r e  t h e y
were p r e p a r i n g  t h e  p e n s i o n e r s '  C h r i s t m a s
Party. I  m e t  t e a c h e r s ,  a r c h i t e c t s ,  b u i l d e r s
and even  v i s i t e d  t h e  l o c a l  c o u n c i l  o f f i c e s .
I  f o u n d  everyone  v e r y  o p e n  a n d  w i l l i n g  t o
discuss a l l  aspec ts  o f  Broadwater  Farm, i t s
problems and i t s  p rog ress .

U n s h a k e a b l e  d e t e r m i n a t i o n

Beneath t h e  r e l a x e d  s u r f a c e  o f  l i f e  o n
the F a r m  y o u  q u i c k l y  become immersed  i n
the d a i l y  s t r u g g l e  t h a t  t h e  r e s i d e n t s  a r e
faced w i t h :  t h e  d a y  n u r s e r y  h a d  i t s
funding w i t h d r a w n  w h i l e  I  w a s  t h e r e ,  t h e
cont inuat ion  o f  t h e  Chr i s tmas  b u s  s e r v i c e
was b e i n g  f o u g h t  f o r ,  a s  a r e  a l l  t h e
protects,  l i k e  t h e  s h o p p i n g  p r e c i n c t ,
en te rp r i se  wo rkshops ,  a  r e c o r d i n g  s t u d i o
and a  m i n i c a b  s e r v i c e ,  t o  name b u t  a  f e w.
A l l  t h e  a m e n i t i e s  t h a t  w e  t a k e  f o r  g r a n t e d
in m o s t  commun i t i es  i n  B r i t a i n  h a v e  t o  b e
fought f o r  o n  B r o a d w a t e r  F a r m  b y  t h e
res iden ts  t h e m s e l v e s .  I t  s e e m s  t h a t
despi te  s e t b a c k s  t h e i r  c h e e r f u l
determinat ion i s  unshakeable,  a n d  i t  i s  due
to t h e i r  commi tment  t h a t  t h e  F a r m  i s  i n
the f o r e f r o n t  o f  communi ty  development  i n
the i n n e r  c i t i e s .  T h e  c r i m e  l e v e l  h a s  been
reduced b y  7 0 % ,  J o b s  a n d  t r a i n i n g
oppo r tun i t i es  h a v e  b e e n  c r e a t e d ,
rec rea t i ona l  a n d  s o c i a l  f a c i l i t i e s  a r e
being b u i l t ,  v a n d a l i s m  h a s  been  w i p e d  o u t ,
and t h e  w h o l e  e n v i r o n m e n t  h a s  b e e n
improved.

"Poets a r e  t h e  unacknowledged  l e g i s l a t o r s
o f  t h e  w o r l d . "

(Shel ley)

"Hatred ceases  n o t  b y  h a t r e d  a t  a n y  t i m e .
Hatred ceases b y  l o v e . "

(Buddha)



Peter Howard: 25 gears on
"ONE MAN 100% COMMITTED TO GOD i s  b e t t e r
than 9 9 , 0 0 0 ,  9 9 %  c o m m i t t e d . "
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So s a i d  P e t e r  H o w a r d .  A n d  h e  l i v e d
t h a t  commi tmen t  a s  f u l l y  a s  a n y o n e  I ' v e
ever  known.

He d i e d  e x a c t l y  2 5  y e a r s  a g o .  I
remember t h e  d a y  w e l l .  I t  w a s  my  b i r t h -
day. I  h e a r d  t h e  s t u n n i n g  news i n  London
a f t e r  a n  e v e n i n g  p l a y ,  a n d  g o t  h o m e  t o
Ox fo rd  l a t e .  T h e r e  w a s  a  t e l e g r a m  f r o m
Peru, w h e r e  h e  a n d  h i s  w i f e  w e r e  m a k i n g

;an o f f i c i a l  v i s i t .  I t  s a i d :  " H a p p y
B i r t h d a y,  P e t e r  a n d  D o d . "

The Brian
Eubbyer
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I  s h a r e d  a  r o o m  w i t h  P e t e r  H o w a r d  a t
t he  Connemara H o t e l ,  M a d r a s ,  I n d i a ,  i n
1953. T h e  l i z a r d s  o n  t h e  w a l l ,  I
remember, s e e m e d  r a t h e r  l a r g e  a n d
f r i g h t e n i n g ,  b u t  I  s o o n  g o t  u s e d  t o
them. I  r o s e  e a c h  m o r n i n g  a t  s i x  f o r  a
q u i e t  t i m e .  p e t e r  r o s e  a t  f o u r  f o r  t h e
same p u r p o s e ,  a n d  t o  b e g i n  h i s  l e t t e r -
w r i t i n g .  T h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  d a y  was  f u l l  o f
engagements, e x c e p t  t h a t  a b o u t  2 . 3 0  p m
he h a d  a  n a p  a n d  t h e n  w r o t e  h i s  w i f e  -
each d a y.

I t  w a s  f o r  me  a  r e m a r k a b l e  t w o  weeks .
I  l e a r n e d  t h e  t r u t h  o f  t h e  v e r s e  i n
Mark ' s  g o s p e l ,  w h i c h  P e t e r  o f t e n  u s e d ,
" s a l t e d  w i t h  t h e  f i r e  o f  t h e
d i s c i p l i n e " .  T h i s  w a s  a l s o  o n e  o f
Mahatma G a n d h i ' s  f a v o u r i t e  v e r s e s .

A l l - o u t e r s  a r e  n o t  e a s y  p e o p l e .  T h e y
remind m e  o f  G o t h i c  a r c h i t e c t u r e
dynamic, a t t r a c t i v e  b u t  n o t  a l w a y s
symmet r i ca l .  T h e r e  w a s  n o t h i n g  c u t  a n d
d r i e d  a b o u t  P e t e r  H o w a r d .  H e  w a s
unexpected,  u n p r e d i c t a b l e  a n d  v e r y ,
very,  v e r y  good  company.

He used  t o  s a y  t h a t  b e i n g  honest  d o e s
not m a k e  y o u  r i g h t .  B u t  i t  d o e s  m e a n
that  y o u  l i v e  i n  t h e  l i g h t  a n d  l e t  i n
the l i g h t ,  a n d  t h e  l i g h t  i s  God. L e a d e r -
ship i n  h i s  m i n d  m e a n t  t h e  c o m p l e t e
readiness t o  make mis takes .  I n  f a c t ,  h e
said, t h e  more a l l - o u t  y o u  a r e ,  t h e  more
mistakes y o u ' r e  l i a b l e  t o  make, b e c a u s e
you' re  n o t  God.  I  r e s e r v e  t h e  r i g h t  t o
be wrong, h e  s a i d .

A l  1—out  e r s

He w r o t e  about  1 5  p l a y s .  P e r s o n a l l y,  I
f i nd  a l l  o f  t h e m  good a n d  some g r e a t .  I
remember s e e i n g  ' T h e  H u r r i c a n e '  a n d  ' T h e
Ladder' f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  a s  a  d o u b l e -
b i l l .  T h a t  r e m a i n s  f o r  m e  t h e  m o s t
powerful t h e a t r e  e v e n i n g  o f  m y  l i f e .
These p l a y s  a r e  b e i n g  produced t o d a y  b u t
I  w o u l d  a l s o  s a y  t h e y  a r e  w a i t i n g  t o  b e
rediscovered.

" I  w r i t e  w i t h  a  m e s s a g e , "  h e  s a i d ,
"and f o r  n o  o t h e r  reason.  D o  n o t  b e l i e v e
those w h o  s a y  t h e  t h e a t r e  i s  n o  p l a c e
for  a  man w i t h  a  message o f  some k i n d .
Some w r i t e r s  g i v e  t h e i r  message w i t h o u t
knowing t h e y  d o  i t .  A  man who w r i t e s  a s
i f  l i f e  had  n o  meaning i s  t h e  man w i t h  a
strong message."

"My p l a y s  a r e  s t r o n g  propaganda p l a y s .
I  w r i t e  t o  g i v e  p e o p l e  a  purpose .  T h e
purpose i s  c l e a r .  T h e  a i m  i s  s i m p l e .  I t
is  t o  encourage  men t o  a c c e p t  a  g r o w t h
in c h a r a c t e r  w h i c h  i s  e s s e n t i a l  i f
c i v i l i s a t i o n  i s  t o  s u r v i v e .  I t  i s  t o
help a l l  who want  p e a c e  i n  t h e  w o r l d  t o
be r e a d y  t o  p a y  t h e  p r i c e  o f  p e a c e  i n
t h e i r  o w n  p e r s o n a l i t i e s .  I t  i s  t o  e n d
the censorsh ip  o f  v i r t u e  which c r e a t e s  a
v ic ious s o c i e t y .  I t  i s ,  f o r  C h r i s t i a n s ,
the u s e  o f  t h e  s t a g e  t o  u p l i f t  t h e  Cross
amd make i t s  c h a l l e n g e  a n d  hope  r e a l  t o
a p e r v e r s e  b u t  f a s c i n a t i n g  g e n e r a t i o n . "

I t  w a s  o n c e  s a i d  o f  H e n r y  Drummond
that " h i s  l o v e  h a d  t h e  t e m p e r  w h i c h  i s
jea lous  f o r  a  f r i e n d ' s  g r o w t h  a n d  h a d
the n e r v e  t o  c r i t i c i s e " .  P e t e r  h a d  t h a t
rare  q u a l i t y  a n d  encouraged y o u  t o  c a r e
for  h i m  i n  t h e  s a m e  w a y.  T h i s  i s  a



d e l i c a t e  a n d  d a n g e r o u s  e x p r e s s i o n  o f
love. C h r i s t  m a d e  e n e m i e s  b e c a u s e  h e
t o l d  p e o p l e  t h e  t r u t h .  S a y i n g  n o t h i n g  i s
much e a s i e r  a n d  c o s t s  n o t h i n g :  b u t  t h e
r e s u l t  i s  t h a t  p e o p l e  e a s i l y  c h o o s e  t h e
s e c o n d - r a t e  r o a d  i n  l i f e  when  a  s p u r  i n
the f l a n k  m i g h t  h a v e  s p a r k e d  g r e a t n e s s .

S a y i n g  n o t h i n g  i s  m u c h  e a s i e r

"Pass ion  i s  g o o d  b u t  p a s s i o n  n e e d s
f i r m  f r i e n d s  a t  i t s  s i d e  t o  s e e  i t  i s
pass ion  g u i d e d  b y  God.  I f  w e  l i v e  t h a t ,
I  b e l i e v e  ' A m  I  t h e r e f o r e  b e c o m e  y o u r
enemy because  I  t e l l  y o u  t h e  t r u t h ? '  ( S t
Paul)  c o u l d  b e c o m e  t h e  n o r m a l  s a l t  o f
our l i f e . "

I n  1 9 5 0  h e  w r o t e  t h i s :  " I  h a v e  b e e n
t h i n k i n g  a  l o t  a b o u t  y o u t h .  M y  h e a r t  i s
very  much w i t h  them.  I  f e e l  t h a t  many  o f
them, i f  n o t  m o s t ,  h a v e  n e v e r  known t h i s
deeper e x p e r i e n c e  o f  t h e  C r o s s  w h e r e
t h e i r  s e l f - w i l l  i s  handed  o v e r .  W h a t  y o u
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get i s  a  s t e e l y  p h i l o s o p h y ,  g a r l a n d e d
and r e n d e r e d  charming b y  t h e  a t t r a c t i o n
of y o u t h  w h i c h  h a s  made u p  i t s  m ind  t o
have i t s  o w n  w a y  o n  many  p o i n t s ,  a n d
y e l l s  ' D i c t a t o r s h i p ! '  i f  a n y b o d y  t r i e s
to s t o p  i t .  A d u l t s  must  n o t  b e  a l l o w e d
to s t i f l e ,  s m o t h e r  o r  s t e r e o t y p e  y o u t h .
Equal ly  w e  m u s t  c h a n g e  t h i s  s p i r i t  i n
some o f  t h e  y o u n g  w h o  t h i n k  i t  i s
rendering t h e  w o r l d  a  p i o n e e r i n g  s e r v i c e
by r e b e l l i o n  and brashness ."

I  h a v e  n o t  ment ioned h i s  i n t e r n a t i o n a l
rugby -  a  q u i t e  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  a c h i e v e -
ment w i t h  h i s  l a m e  l e g  -  h i s  1 5  b o o k s ,
h i s  r e m a r k a b l e  j o u r n a l i s t i c  c a r e e r ,  h i s
e f f e c t i v e n e s s  o n  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l
scene, a n d  t h e  d e e p  l o v e  f o r  h i s  f a m i l y
which m a d e  a l l  t h e  m o r e  p o i g n a n t  t h e
s a c r i f i c e  o f  b e i n g  a w a y  f r o m  t h e m  s o
much. B u t  y o u  c a n  r e a d  P e t e r  H o w a r d :
L i f e  a n d  L e t t e r s ,  t h e  a b s o r b i n g
b iog raphy  w r i t t e n  b y  h i s  d a u g h t e r ,  A n n e
Wol r ige-Gordon.

To a  c o n f e r e n c e  o f  A m e r i c a n  I n d i a n s  i n
Albuquerque, N e w  M e x i c o ,  h e  s a i d :  " T o
meet t h e  n e e d s  o f  modern  man t a k e s  c l e a n
hands a n d  a  p u r e  h e a r t .  I t  t a k e s  p u r e
h e a r t s  b e c a u s e  t h e  p r o b l e m  i s  n o t
c o l o u r.  I t  i s  c h a s t i t y  a n d  t h e
pass iona te  commi tment  ' T h y  w i l l  b e  d o n e
on e a r t h  a s  i t  i s  i n  h e a v e n ' ,  s o  t h a t  w e
l i v e ,  s p e a k ,  b r e a t h e ,  w o r k ,  s w e a t  a n d
f i g h t  t o  h e l p  G o d ' s  w i l l  b e  d o n e  i n  t h e
a f f a i r s  o f  m e n . "

'Who o p p o s e  a  s e e m i n g  g o o d '

He r e a d  a n d  r e - r e a d  T h e  G r e a t e s t  T h i n g
i n  t h e  W o r l d  b y  H e n r y  Drummond,  a n d
u n d e r l i n e d  w h a t  h e  s a w  a s  t h e  s a l i e n t
passages. H e r e  i s  o n e  o f  t hem:

"The men w h o  g e t  n o  s t i m u l u s  f r o m  a n y
v i s i b l e  r e w a r d ,  w h o s e  l i v e s  p a s s  w h i l e
the o b j e c t s  f o r  w h i c h  t h e y  t o i l  a r e
s t i l l  t o o  f a r  a w a y  t o  c o m f o r t  t h e m  t h e
men who h o l d  a l o o f  f r o m  d a z z l i n g  schemes
and e a r n  t h e  m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e
crowd b e c a u s e  t h e y  f o r e s e e  r e m o t e r
issues,  w h o  e v e n  o p p o s e  a  s e e m i n g  g o o d
because a  d e e p e r  e v i l  l u r k s  b e y o n d  -
these a r e  t h e  s t a t e s m e n  o f  t h e  K i n g d o m
of G o d . "

Peter  Howard was s u c h  a  s t a tesman .

I  remember  h i m  w i t h  h u g e  g r a t i t u d e .  H e
had a  v i s i o n  f o r  m e  f a r  b i g g e r  t h a n
a n y t h i n g  I ' d  t h o u g h t  o f .  I  remember  h i s
courage, h i s  encouragement ,  h i s  k i n d n e s s
and h i s  b l a z i n g  f a i t h .  I  r e c o m m e n d
people w h o  d i d  n o t  k n o w  h i m  t o  d i s c o v e r
him. I  w a s  l u c k y  e n o u g h  t o  k n o w  q u i t e
w e l l  o n e  o f  t h e  g r e a t  s p i r i t s  o f  t h e
c e n t u r y. 5
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To be a pilgrim
by Ian Holley

POLISH C AT H O L I C I S M  i s  p o w e r f u l l y
symbolised b y  t h e  p a i n t i n g  o f  t h e  B l a c k
Madonna o f  C z e s t o c h o w a .  T h i s  i c o n ,  a
p o r t r a i t  o f  t h e  V i r g i n  M a r y  r e p u t e d  t o  b e
painted b y  S t  L u k e ,  i s  n o w  i n  t h e
monastery o f  J a s n a  G o r a .  I n  1 6 5 5  t h e
monastery w a s  a t t a c k e d  b y  S w e d i s h
invaders. I t  w i t h s t o o d  t h e  s i e g e  -  t h e  o n l y
Pol ish f o r t i f i c a t i o n  l e f t  u n c a p t u r e d ,  a n d
the S w e d e s  w e r e  f o r c e d  t o  l e a v e  t h e
country.  F o r  c e n t u r i e s  a f t e r w a r d s ,  p i l g r i m s
have g o n e  t o  t h e  s h r i n e  t o  t h a n k  t h e
Madonna, acc la imed  t h e  Queen o f  Poland, f o r
miracles i n  t h e i r  o w n  l i v e s .  Pope  P i u s  X I I
sent c o p i e s  o f  t h e  p i c t u r e  t o  a l l  p a r i s h e s
in 1 9 6 6 ,  t o  s t r e n g t h e n  t h e  f a i t h  o f  t h e
people.

As a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  deepen my f a i t h  and
broaden m y  know ledge  o f  Eu rope ,  I  j o i n e d
three f r i e n d s  o n  t h e  1 9 8 9  p i l g r i m a g e  f r o m
Krakow t o  Czestochowa.

The f o u r  o f  u s  m e t  u p  i n  Bonn a n d  d rove
to Poznan. O u r  f i r s t  i m p r e s s i o n  was  o f  t h e
great  wa rmth  o f  t h e  P o l i s h  peop le .  A  y o u t h
group i n  Poznan h a d  p r e p a r e d  a  m e a l  f o r
us. B u t  w e  a l s o  s a w  t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  -  a n
a l l - n i g h t  o f f - l i c e n c e  a n d  much drunkenness
in t h e  s t r e e t .  We n o t e d  t h e  g r e a t  c o n t r a s t
in b u i l d i n g s ;  b r i g h t l y  p a i n t e d  houses  and  a
sense o f  c l e a n l i n e s s  i n  t h e  ma rke t  squa re ,
but f u r t h e r  f r o m  t h e  c e n t r e  o f  t o w n  a l l
was d a r k  and  r a t h e r  f o r b i d d i n g .

The f o l l o w i n g  d a y  w e  d r o v e  o n  down  t o
Krakow. T h e r e  i n  t h e  f o r m e r  c a p i t a l  o f
Poland we  l e a r n e d  a t  f i r s t  h a n d  o f  some o f
the d i f f i c u l t i e s  o f  P o l i s h  l i f e .  We w e n t  t o
a t r a v e l  o f f i c e  t o  b u y  t r a i n  t i c k e t s  b a c k
to W e s t  Germany.  A r r i v i n g  a t  2 . 3 0 p m  w e
expected a  s h o r t  w a i t ,  b u t  when t h e  o f f i c e
closed a t  7 .00pm w e  w e r e  t h r o w n  o u t .  I t
was t h e  s a m e  e v e r y w h e r e ,  t h e r e  w e r e
queues f o r  e v e r y t h i n g .  A l t h o u g h  i t  w a s
inconvenient f o r  u s ,  i t  i s  a  w a y  o f  l i f e
fo r  t h e  Po l i sh .

The p i l g r i m a g e  began  w i t h  Mass  i n  f r o n t
of  t h e  c a t h e d r a l ;  8 0 0 0  p e o p l e  r e a d y  t o
share t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  t o g e t h e r .  M o s t l y
Poles, o f  c o u r s e ,  t h e r e  w e r e  a l s o  g r o u p s
from Czechos lovak ia ,  H u n g a r y,  F r a n c e  a n d
other  c o u n t r i e s  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  S o v i e t  Union.
We s p l i t  i n t o  g r o u p s  o f  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  600 .
There w e r e  p e o p l e  l i n i n g  t h e  s t r e e t s ,
waving, c h e e r i n g ,  c r y i n g  a n d  weep ing .  T h e
mother o f  o u r  f r i e n d  R y s z a r d  s p o t t e d  u s
and c a m e  o v e r  t o  h u g  u s :  s h e  s p o k e  o n l y
Polish, a n d  w e  k n e w  n o n e  -  b u t  i t  d i d n ' t
matter.

A f t e r  t w o  h o u r s  w a l k i n g  w e  s topped ,  a t e ,
prayed a n d  m e t  a n d  l a u g h e d  t o g e t h e r .  I t
was t h o u g h t  h i g h l y  amus ing  t h a t  a  t i n  o f
meat w e  b o u g h t  i n  B e r l i n  w a s  m a d e  i n
Poland!

There w e r e  t h r e e  B r i t i s h  i n  o u r  g r o u p .
The o r g a n i s e r s  a s k e d  u s  t o  s i n g  a  s o n g .
The g r o u p  was l i n k e d  t o g e t h e r  b y  a  l i n e  o f
wires a n d  l o u d  s p e a k e r s ,  w h i c h  g a v e  o u t
songs, speeches  a n d  p r a y e r s .  We  s a n g  J o h n
Bunyan's hymn " To  B e  A  P i l g r i m , "  a n d  w e r e
glad t o  c o n t r i b u t e  someth ing.

Sleeping b r o u g h t  a n o t h e r  t a s t e  o f  P o l i s h
h o s p i t a l i t y.  We s l e p t  t w i c e  o n  t h e  f l o o r  o f
people's h o u s e s ,  o n c e  i n  a  h a y l o f t ,  a n d
only needed  t o  p i t c h  o u r  t e n t s  o n c e .  O n e
farmer g a v e  u s  m i l k  s t r a i g h t  f r o m  t h e  cow,
and e v e r y o n e  o f f e r e d  t e a .  I t  w a s
miraculous t o  t u r n  o n e  c o r n e r  a n d  f i n d  a
s t r ee t  s e t  o u t  w i t h  t a b l e s  c o v e r e d  i n
whi te c l o t h s  and  bedecked w i t h  p l a t e s .

On t h e  m o r n i n g  o f  t h e  f i n a l  d a y ,  w e
stopped a t  a  p l a c e  c a l l e d  O lsz tyn ,  a  r u i n e d
cast le  o n  t h e  h i l l s i d e .  We  h e l d  a  Mass  o f
Forgiveness. I t  w a s  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  c l e a r
any i l l - f e e l i n g  t h a t  m a y  h a v e  b u i l t  u p
between ' p i l g r i m s '  a n d  s o  p u r i f y  o n e s e l f
before a r r i v i n g  a t  Czestochowa.

As we  neared  t h e  town,  a f t e r  s i x  days  o f
walking, t h e r e  w e r e  a g a i n  peop le  l i n i n g  t h e
s t ree ts .  T h e r e  w e r e  f l a g s ,  b a n n e r s  -
smi l ing,  h a p p y  f a c e s  eve rywhe re .  T h e n  w e
ar r i ved  a t  Jasna Gora.  We w e r e  welcomed a s
Group 9  f r o m  K rakow.  7 0 2  p e o p l e  r a n g i n g
from 7 8  y e a r s  t o  t w o  mon ths  i n  a g e ,  w i t h
60 F r e n c h  a n d  t h r e e  Eng l ishmen.  O u r  s o n g
must h a v e  been a  h i t ! !

To g e t  i n t o  t h e  monas te ry  y o u  m u s t  p a s s
through a  n a r r o w  g a t e .  I t  w a s  a  s y m b o l i c
moment. P e o p l e  h a d  m a d e  c r o s s e s  f r o m
branches a n d  t w i g s  a l o n g  t h e  way.  Now t h e y
la id  t h e m  o u t s i d e  a n d  w e n t  i n t o  t h e
Church. T h e r e  was  a  g r e a t  c r u s h  t o  s e e  t h e
pa in t ing ,  b u t  i n  t h e  s m a l l  r oom n e x t  d o o r
we had  t i m e  t o  s t o p ,  t o  p r a y  a n d  t o  t h a n k
God f o r  t h e  who le  exper ience.

?,""•\
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WHOLLY NEW
by Axel Nelson

LAST SUMMER I  a c c e p t e d  t h e  t a s k  o f
w r i t i n g  s o m e  p a g e s  f o r  FREEWAY. T h e y
were t o  b e  a b o u t  t h e  r o l e  a n d  m o t i v e  o f
the  a r t i s t .  T h e  l i n e s  I  a m  n o w  s i t t i n g
down t o  w r i t e  s h o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  a b o u t
t h a t .

But s o m e t h i n g  h a p p e n e d  o n  t h e  w a y  t o
- ' h i s  t a r g e t .  O n e  y e a r  e n d e d  a n d  a  n e w
one w a s  b o r n .  A n d  i t  f e e l s  t o  m e  m o r e
i m p o r t a n t  t o  w r i t e  a b o u t  t h i s .

My w i f e  a n d  I  h a d  d e c i d e d  t h a t  w e
would e n d  t h e  y e a r  w i t h  a  g r o u p  o f
f r i e n d s .  A  f e w  d a y s  b e f o r e  N e w  Y e a r ' s
Eve w e  g a t h e r e d  t o  d i s c u s s  o u r  r o l e  a s  a
group a n d  t h e  mean ing  o f  o u r  own l i v e s .

I  w e n t  t o  t h i s  g a t h e r i n g  t o  p a s s  o n  a
pa r t  o f  my  own common sense .  I  h a d  f o u n d
the t r u t h  a n d  w a n t e d  t o  s h a r e  i t  w i t h
the  o t h e r s  i n  o r d e r  t o  b e  s e e n  a s
b r i g h t ,  e n l i g h t e n e d ,  s u p e r i o r .  W h a t  I
wanted t o  s a y  w a s  n o t  a s  i m p o r t a n t  a s
the f a c t  t h a t  I  w a n t e d  t o  s a y  s o m e t h i n g .
The t r u t h  I  w i s h e d  t o  p r e s e n t  w a s  m y
l o g i c a l  r e a s o n i n g  t h a t  f a i t h  w a s  t h e
o n l y  way  t o  a  b e t t e r  l i f e .

G o d  o f  r e a s o n

I  u s e d  w h a t  l i t t l e  I  h a d .  I  t h o u g h t .
With t h e  h e l p  o f  l o g i c ,  i n t e l l e c t  o r
whatever  y o u  w a n t  t o  c a l l  i t ,  I
conc luded  t h a t  I  i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  a n d
mankind i n  g e n e r a l ,  e a c h  needed  f a i t h .

1 +  1  =  2
I t  w a s  a  l o n g  r o w  o f  c a l c u l a t i o n s ,

s h o r t  t a b l e s  a n d  g r a p h s  g o i n g  u p  a n d
down. I  d o n ' t  q u i t e  r e m e m b e r  h o w  i t
s t a r t e d ,  b u t  t h e  c o n c l u s i o n  w e n t  l i k e
t h i s :  " b e c a u s e  o f  t h i s  w e  a r e  t h i n k i n g
what e f f e c t  i t  w o u l d  h a v e  o n  w h a t  w e
caused, w h i c h  i s  t h e  r e a l  c a u s e  w h i c h
has c a u s e d  t h e  q u e s t i o n s  w h i c h  f o r m  t h e
b a s i s  o f  a  c a l c u l a t i o n ,  t h e  t h e s i s ,
a n t i t h e s i s ,  s y n t a x  a n d  s y n t h e s i s  m u s t
become t h e  c o n t r a r y  o f  sum a n d  ego,  t h a t
i s  t o  s a y,  f a i t h  i n  God.

1 +  1  =  3
By c a l c u l a t i o n  I  c o n c l u d e d  t h a t  m y

c a l c u l a t i o n s  w e r e  o f  n o  u s e .  B y  f o l l o w -
i n g  t h e  l a w  I  b r o k e  i t ,  t h u s  f u l f i l l i n g
i t .

So much f o r  t h e  i n t e l l e c t .  S o
good. I t  i s  e a s y  t o  r e a l i s e  t h a t  y o u
d o n ' t  s e e  a n y t h i n g .  F o r  y o u  a r e  t h e n
seeing.  Y o u  s e e  t h a t  y q u  s e e  n o t h i n g .
That i s  a l s o  a n  i n s i g h t .  T h e n  y o u  a r e
s t i l l  o n e  o f  t h e  s e e - e r s ,  o n e  o f  t h e
e n l i g h t e n e d ,  a  s u p e r i o r .  Y o u  k n o w.  A n d
a l l  k n o w l e d g e  i s  p o w e r .  T h e  k n o w l e d g e
tha t  a l l  k n o w l e d g e  i s  p o w e r ,  i s  a l s o
power. I n  t h a t  w a y  k n o w l e d g e  becomes  a
road  t o  power,  n o t  t o  t r u t h .

So t h i s  i s  t h e  c o n c l u s i o n :  t h e  t r u t h
can J u s t  a s  w e l l  b e  a  l i e .  W h a t
d i s t i n g u i s h e s  t h e  t r u t h  f r o m  t h e  l i e  i s
t h e r e f o r e  t h e  o n e  who h a s  t h e  power.  W h o
i s  i t  w h o  d e c i d e s ?

f a r  s o

Here k n o w l e d g e  c o m e s  t o  a n  e n d .  H e r e
l o g i c a l  t h i n k i n g  e n d s  u p  i n  a  q u e s t i o n
mark. T h e  c o n c l u s i o n  i s  a  q u e s t i o n .  I t
w i l l  a l w a y s  b e  h e r e .  I t  a l w a y s  n e e d s
ponder ing .  I t  a l w a y s  n e e d s  a n s w e r i n g .  I t
a lways needs  s a f e g u a r d i n g .



The d a y  w e  s t o p  a s k i n g  o u r s e l v e s  w h o
i t  i s  w h o  d e c i d e s ,  w e  w i l l  h a v e  s e t
o u r s e l v e s  u p  a s  t h e  a n s w e r  t o  t h e
ques t ion .  P o w e r  h a s  m a d e  u s  b l i n d ,  a n d
we d o n ' t  s e e  t h e  T r u t h .

We mus t  b e l i e v e .  W e  c a n n o t  know.  I f  we
know t h e  answer,  t h e r e  c o u l d  n e v e r  h a v e
been a  q u e s t i o n .  A n d  i f  t h e r e  i s  n o
ques t ion ,  t h e n  t h e r e  i s  n o  answer.

We m u s t  p o s e  t h e  q u e s t i o n  a g a i n  a n d
again. W e  c a n  n e v e r  r e s t  w i t h  o u r
answer. F o r  t h o s e  w h o  f i n d  t h e  a n s w e r
must g o  f u r t h e r ,  a l w a y s  a s k i n g  t h e m -
se lves :  i n  whose name d o  I  d o  t h i s ?  Do I
honour m y s e l f  o r  my  L o r d ?  Who i s  i t  w h o
deci  des?

With t h i s  t r u t h  I  c a m e  t o  t h e  New Ye a r
ga the r i ng .  T h e  o n l y  t h i n g  w h i c h  d i s t u r b -
ed m y  p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  g r o u p ,  I  t h o u g h t ,
was t h a t  I  d i d n ' t  r e a l l y  h a v e  a  f a i t h
mysel f ,  o r  h a d n ' t  f o u n d  my t a s k  i n  l i f e .

So s o m e t h i n g  happened w h i c h  s h o u l d  n o t
have happened.  T h e  b u b b l e  b u r s t .  I  s a w
myse l f ,  m y  m o t i v e s  a n d  w h a t  r e a l l y  d r o v e
me. I  s a w  t h e  e v i l s .  I  became t e r r i b l y
f r i g h t e n e d  -  b u t  a t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e
g r a t e f u l .  I  became f r i g h t e n e d  o f  s e e i n g
what d r o v e  me,  g r a t e f u l  t h a t  i t  h a d n ' t
c o m p l e t e l y  g o t  me i n  i t s  g r i p .

So i n  a  p r a y e r  t o  G o d  I  t h a n k e d  H im .
For t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  i n  my l i f e  I  b e l i e v e d
t h a t  H e  h e a r d  w h a t  I  s a i d .  D e l i b e r a t e l y ,
and a s  a  t r u e  b e l i e v e r ,  I  g a v e  m y  l i f e
t o  G o d .  M y  f u t u r e  a n d  m y  a m b i t i o n s ,  I
put e v e r y t h i n g  i n t o  H i s  h a n d s .  T h a t
d e c i s i o n  came i n t o  b e i n g  a t  t h e  i n s t a n t
I  s a i d  t h e  s e n t e n c e :  " I  o n l y  w a n t  t o  s e e
you, G o d " .

T h e  c  r e a  t i  o n

I  am,
I  h a v e  become,
a b r o k e n  m i r r o r
r e f l e c t i n g  G o d ' s  image.

To c r e a t e
i s  t o  p i c k  u p  t h e  p i e c e s ,
to  h e a l .

I t  c a n  t a k e  s e v e n  d a y s .
I t  c a n  t a k e  s e v e n  d i f f i c u l t  y e a r s .

To b e
means l e t t i n g  i t  become.

I t  i s n ' t  c r e a t i n g .
I t  i s n ' t  l i v i n g .

I t  i s  one p iece  among many,
one p i e c e  t o  p i c k  up .

•("<" 0  ILA



This i s  what  o n e  c a l l s  b e i n g  b o r n  a g a i n .
I t ' s  a  b i t  e m b a r r a s s i n g  t o  u s e  c l i c h é s ,
but sometimes t h e y  a r e  a l l  t h a t  i s  l e f t .
I suppose t h a t  c l i c h é s  s p r i n g  u p  because
they a r e  t r u e .  T h e y  a r e  r e p e t i t i o n s  o f
old t r u t h s .

I  w a s  b o r n  a g a i n .  I t ' s  t r u e .  I t  h a d
happened b e f o r e ,  b u t  n e v e r  t o  me.

I  h a d  g i v e n  my l i f e  t o  God. I n  r e t u r n
I  r e c e i v e d  a  f a i t h .  W h a t  s u r p r i s e d  m e
was t h a t  I  w a s  n o t  s h o w n  a  t a s k .  I
d i d n ' t  k n o w  w h a t  I  s h o u l d  d o .  A n d  t h e
temptat ion was  s t r o n g  t o  l o o k  f o r  s i g n s
which w e r e n ' t  t h e r e .  B u t  n o ,  I  w a s
forced t o  b e l i e v e  i n  God.

A week w i t h  f a i t h ,  b u t  n o  mean ing !

With G o d ' s  h e l p  I  s u c c e e d e d  i n  j u s t
' b e i n g ' ,  w i t h o u t  t a k i n g  a n y  r a s h
d e c i s i o n s .  T h e n ,  a f t e r  a  w e e k ,  I  w a s
sure. I t  h a d  g r o w n  i n  m e  -  i n  c o n t r a s t
t o  t h e  g r e a t  r e v e l a t i o n s  I  h a d  e x p e r i e n -
ced b e f o r e  -  t h a t  I  s h o u l d  w r i t e .  T h a t
was t h e  m e a n i n g  o f  m y  l i f e .  N o t  f o r
ever,  b u t  now,  t o d a y .

I s t a r t e d  n e x t  d a y .  W r o t e  a  l e t t e r  t o
a f r i e n d .  I t  h a d  b e e n  o n  m y  c o n s c i e n c e
f o r  a  l o n g  t i m e .  W h a t  h a p p e n e d  w a s
u n b e l i e v a b l e !  I  w r o t e  f o r  e i g h t  h o u r s  a t
a s t r e t c h  w i t h o u t  s t o p p i n g ,  w i t h o u t
be ing  a b l e  t o  b r e a t h e ,  w i t h o u t  t h i n k i n g .
I t  j u s t  f l o w e d .

Look ing  b a c k ,  w i t h  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f
h i n d s i g h t ,  I  b e l i e v e  t h a t  i t  w a s  a
r e s u l t  o f  G o d ' s  w o r k ,  p l u s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t
I c o n c e n t r a t e d  o n  t e l l i n g  s o m e t h i n g  t o
ano the r  p e r s o n .  L a s t  y e a r ,  i n  m y
a m b i t i o n  t o  b e  a n o t h e r  S t r i n d b e r g ,  I
w ro te  1 5  poems. N o w  I  w a s  p r o d u c i n g  t h a t
number e v e r y  d a y .  Q u a n t i t y  h a s  n o t h i n g
t o  d o  w i t h  i t ,  y e t  i t  i s  p a r t  o f  t h e
p o i n t .

F o r  p e o p l e

A l e t t e r  a d d r e s s e d  t o  n o  o n e
neve r  a r r i v e s .

So t h i n k  a b o u t  whom y o u  a r e  w r i t i n g  t o .
B e f o r e  i t ' s  t o o  l a t e .

When a l o n e ,  y o u  a r e  a c c o u n t a b l e  o n l y  t o
y o u r s e l f ,

but when  y o u  speak ,  y o u  h a v e  someone
e l s e  t o  t h i n k  o f .

Yo u ' r e  n o t  s p e a k i n g ,  y o u  may s a y,
t o  anyone  i n  p a r t i c u l a r .

But t o  s p e a k  i s  t o  meet ,
be i t  a n o t h e r  p e r s o n  o r  o n e s e l f .

So t h i n k  w h a t  y o u  a r e  s a y i n g ,
someone m i g h t  h e a r  you .

And a  l e t t e r  a d d r e s s e d  t o  n o  o n e
a r r i v e s  w i t h o u t  c o n t e n t .



YNOLLY NEW -  continutd, „

They w e r e  demand ing  d a y s .  I  t r i e d  t o  b e
open t o  God, w h i l e  a t  t h e  same t i m e  n o t
l o s i n g  c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  w o r l d .  I n  o t h e r
words, t o  c o n t i n u e  t o  a i m  a t  q u a l i t y  i n
my w r i t i n g ,  n o t  j u s t  c o n t e n t .  T h e r e  i s
a lways t h e  t e m p t a t i o n  t o  d o  t h e
oppos i t e .  T h i s ,  I  t h i n k ,  i s  p r e c i s e l y
the  m o s t  d i f f i c u l t  a r t  w h e n  y o u  a r e
c r e a t i n g :  t o  u s e  t h e  b e a u t i f u l  t o
communicate.

C o n c e n t r a t e d  a b s t r a c t i o n

Excuse t h e  above.
Excuse t h e  h e a d l i n e .
Excuse me f o r  b e c o m i n g  s o  p e r s o n a l  t h a t
I  b e c a m e  a b s t r a c t .  I  k n o w  t h a t  t h e
a b s t r a c t  c a n  b e  b e a u t i f u l ,  b u t  i t  c a n
a l s o  t a k e  t o o  l o n g ,  s e e m  t o o  l o n g .  I t
can b e  s o  a b s t r a c t  t h a t  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  i s
l o s t ,  i t  g e t s  o u t  o f  f o c u s ,  i t  b e c o m e s
a b s t r a c t .  I f  I  w a n t  t o  b e  a b s t r a c t  I
must c o n c e n t r a t e ,  b e  p r e c i s e ,  b e
a b s t r a c t ,  b e  a b l e  t o  c a t c h  e v e r y t h i n g  i n
my s c a t t e r e d  h u n t .  B u t  n e v e r  k e e p  i t
a l i v e  s o  l o n g  t h a t  i t  n o  l o n g e r  l i v e s
when I  l e t  i t  g o  — b e  i t  l i f e  o r  a  poem.

For t h e  f u t u r e  I  w i s h  t o  k e e p  t h e
openness I  e x p e r i e n c e d  d u r i n g  t h e s e
days. I  h a v e  n e v e r  f e l t  s o  c l o s e  t o  God
and t o  m y s e l f ,  S o m e t i m e s  I ' m  a f r a i d  t h a t
I  m a y  l o s e  c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  w o r l d
ou t s i de .  I  c a n  o n l y  p r a y  t o  God  t h a t  H e
w i l l  g u i d e  m y  w a y.  I  d o n ' t  m y s e l f  k n o w
where I  a m  g o i n g .  B u t  I  h o p e  t o  b e  p a r t
o f  a  l a r g e r  p a t t e r n .  T h a t  i n c l u d e s
meet ing  p e o p l e  a n d  k e e p i n g  t h e m  i n  m y
hea r t .

S o  c l o s e

I  h a v e  n e v e r  been  s o  c l o s e ,
have n e v e r  da red ,
have a l w a y s  k e p t  m y  d i s t a n c e .

Now I ' m  s o  c l o s e
tha t  I  d o n ' t  r e a l l y  know,
wonder i f  I ' m  o u t  o f  my mind.

I  am s o  c l o s e ,
but n o t  y e t  t h e r e ,
s t i l l  h e r e .

I  am a s  c l o s e  a s  I  c a n  come,
w i t h o u t  b e i n g  t h e r e .

I  am a s  c l o s e
as He  w a n t s  me t o  come
w h i l e  r e m a i n i n g  he re .

AXEL NELSON comes from Gothenburg i n  Sweden, b u t  now l i ves  i n  Oslo, Norway, w i t h  h is  Norwegian
wife, Camilla, Axel  i s  freelancing as an assistant i n  f i l m  production,
This feature was translated from the or ig ina l  Swedish by Jens-Jonathan Wilhelmsen, and Edward
and Elisabeth Peters,



Reflections from a uerandah
by Alan Cliannar (hi Malawi)

AMIlks

IN SETTING OUT UPON YOUR L I F E  a n d  work ,
there s h o u l d  b e  o n e  mot ivat ion:  t o  f e e l
called. D r i f t  f i r s t  i n  t h e  b r e e z e  o f
uncertainty, b u t  p r e p a r e  f o r  t h e  winds  o f
that ca l l ing .

Being absorbed i n  y o u r  w o r k ,  w h a t e v e r
i ts  m e r i t s ,  i s  n o t  enough:  a n  i n t e r e s t
without a  ca l l ing  de t rac ts  f rom God.

Our l i v e s  a r e  n o t h i n g  m o r e  t h a n  o u r
throw a t  l o v e  a n d  f a i t h .  S o  measure y o u r
work accordingly. More  important  t h a n  what
you do i n  t h e  world i s  how you do i t .

I  f i n d  m y s e l f  s e t  d o w n  i n  A f r i c a ,
touched b y  God's  p r o v i s i o n .  I  w i s h  I  c o u l d
capture t h a t  t o u c h  and  b o t t l e  i t  f o r e v e r .

I  k n o w  I ' m  c a l l e d  t o  e x p r e s s  l o v e  a n d
f a i t h  i n  t h i s  c o n t e x t ,  n o t  s o  much because
the c o n t e x t  r e q u i r e s  l o v e  a n d  f a i t h ,  a s
because i t  engenders them.

I  s t r i v e  t o  g i v e  w i t h  a n  o p e n  h e a r t  a s
much a s  I  r e c e i v e  f r o m  o p e n  h e a r t s ;  t o
love w i t h  t h e  w a r m t h  i n  w h i c h  I  f i n d
myself  l o v e d ;  t o  s h e d  m y  t r o u b l e s  a s
humbly a s  o t h e r s  shed  t h e i r s .

I  s t r i v e  t o  l i v e  e a c h  d a y  m o v i n g  f r o m
wonder t o  g r a t i t u d e ,  f r o m  g e n t l e n e s s  t o
empathy, f r o m  humour t o  j o y.  I  p r a y  i n  t h e
sunsets a n d  g r e e t  t h e  b r i g h t  f i n c h e s  a n d
suspend my s o u l  i n  A f r i c a n  sm i l es .

And s o  I  c a t c h  g l i m p s e s  o f  l i f e  a s  a n
apprec ia t ion,  r o o t e d  i n  a  meaning, a n d  f i n d
enjoyment merg ing  w i t h  r enunc ia t i on .

There i s  n o  h i n d r a n c e  t o  r e a l i z i n g  God 's
c a l l i n g  b u t  y o u r s e l f .  S t r e t c h  i t  t o
nothingness, become t h e  p a i n  o f  d o i n g  s o ,
and shed  i t .

Shed t h e  s k i n  o f  w o r l d -bound f o r m  a n d
become t h e  b u t t e r f l y  -  f l o a t i n g  i n  t h e
winds o f  y o u r  c a l l i n g .

by Nadezhda Mandelstam

"Freedom d o e s  n o t  J u s t  f a l l  i n t o  y o u r  l a p ;
you h a v e  t o  p a y  f o r  i t .  T h e r e  i s  a  g r e a t
t r u t h  i n  t h e  l i v e s  o f  t h e  S a i n t s  w h o
always h a d  t o  s t r u g g l e  w i t h  tempta t i on . . .  A
free man's t a s k  i s  c l e a r ;  i t  i s  n o t  t o  s e t
aims, b u t  t o  s e e k  meaning.  T h e  s e a r c h  f o r
meaning i s  m a d e  d i f f i c u l t  b y  a l l  t h e
mirages c o n s t a n t l y  f o r m i n g  r o u n d  a b o u t ,
and t h e y  a r e  v e r y  s l o w  t o  d i s s o l v e .  T h e
f ree  man s t i c k s  t o  w h a t  h e  t h i n k s  i s  r i g h t
because h e  c a n n o t  r e n o u n c e  t r u t h ,  b u t
mirages t o o  a r e  a l w a y s  p r e s e n t i n g  a n
outward appearance o f  t r u t h . "

Cocktail Parts Phenomenon
by Simon Royer

"WHAT'S I T  A L L  FOR, S I R ? "  A f t e r  m o n t h s
o f  m i l i t a r y  p l a n n i n g  a n d  t r a i n i n g ,  w i t h
i n d i v i d u a l  o b j e c t i v e s  r a n g i n g  f r o m
s e t t l i n g  d e b t s  t o  p o l i t i c a l  r e v o l u t i o n ,
even R u c h a r d  B u r t o n  c o u l d  o n l y  u t t e r  a
d i s a p p o i n t i n g ,  " I  d o n ' t  k n o w " .  T h e  W i l d
Geese, a n  e p i c  f i l m  a b o u t  a  m e r c e n a r y
o p e r a t i o n  i n  A f r i c a ,  w a s  o n  TV.  T h i s  was
the s c e n e  o f  d i s i l l u s i o n m e n t ,  s t a n d a r d
i n  mercena ry  f i l m s ,  w i t h  m o t i v e s  l o o k i n g
pa le  i n  t h e  l i g h t  o f  m a n y  m a c h i n e - g u n
deaths.

I  w a s  w a t c h i n g  i n  t h e  e v e n i n g ,  h a v i n g
j u s t  r e t u r n e d  f r o m  a  week  o f  r e f l e c t i o n
at T i r l e y  G a r t h  w i t h  MRA. T h e  b o n d s  a n d
common a i m s  a m o n g  t h o s e  I  h a d  m e t  h a d
been a  r e f r e s h i n g  e x p e r i e n c e  f o l l o w i n g  a
term a t  E a s t  L o n d o n  P o l y t e c h n i c .  W e  h a d
thought  a b o u t  a n d  d i s c u s s e d  d i f f e r e n t
k i n d s  o f  r e v o l u t i o n s ,  b o t h  p o l i t i c a l  a n d
persona l .  W h a t  s u r p r i s e d  me  n o w  was  h o w
s e n s i t i v e  I  w a s  t o  r e a l  v i o l e n c e  a n d  i t s
meaning. I  a m  t o o  w e l l  e x p e r i e n c e d  a t
s i t t i n g  b a c k  a n d  r e l a x i n g  t o  some f u l l -
c o l o u r  m a c h i n e - g u n n i n g ,  b u t  m y  r e a c t i o n
t o  n o n - a c t e d  h u m a n  d e s t r u c t i o n  o n  a l l
sca les  h a d  changed.  O n  t h e  news I  c o u l d
see more  c l e a r l y  f u t i l i t y  a n d  w a s t e ,  a n d
shock w a s  c l o s e r  a t  h a n d .  I  s a y  ' w a s '
because w e  a l l  b e c o m e  d e s e n s i t i s e d  t o
such t h i n g s  ( v i o l e n c e  i s  o n l y  o n e
example) a s  w e  l i v e  c o n s t a n t l y  e x p o s e d
t o  t h e  h o r r o r s  a n d  w a s t e  human k i n d  c a n
i n f l i c t  o n  i t s e l f .  O u r  v i e w  i s  da rkened .

A week  l a t e r  I  w a s  b a c k  i n  p s y c h o l o g y
l e c t u r e s .  I  l e a r n e d  a b o u t  t h e  ' C o c k t a i l
Pa r t y  Phenomenon ' :  i n  a  c r o w d e d  p a r t y
envi ronment  w e  c a n  l i s t e n  t o  o n l y  o n e
person a t  a  t i m e ,  b u t  I f  o u r  n a m e  i s
ment ioned b y  someone e l s e  i n  t h e  r o o m ,
we h e a r  a n d  l i s t e n . . . .

But h o w  d o  w e  c o p e  w i t h  t h i s  d e -
s e n s i t i s a t i o n ?  I f  w e  r e m a i n  u n s e p a r a t e d
from t h e  w o r l d ,  s t a n d i n g  f o r  God  i n  h i s
own c r e a t i o n ,  w e  c a n n o t  e s c a p e  i t .  T h e r e
is ,  t h o u g h ,  a  v o i c e  i n  t h e  c h a o s  t h a t
knows o u r  name. T h e  a n s w e r  I  t h i n k  l i e s
i n  t h e  phenomenon o f  t h e  c o c k t a i l  p a r t y ,
f o r  God knows u s  b y  name. S e e  y o u  t h e r e ?

"Sel f - i s o l a t i o n ,  l i k e  e g o m a n i a ,  i s
des t ruc t i ve ,  n o t  o n l y  o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  b u t
of  t h e  n a t i o n  a s  a  whole.  I t  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t
that  t o t a l  a b s o r b t i o n  i n  o n e ' s  o w n  s e l f  i s
a s u r e  s i g n  o f  m e n t a l  i l l n e s s  -  something_
to w h i c h  w h o l e  n a t i o n s  m a y  succumb j u s t
as w e l l  a s  i n d i v i d u a l s  o f  them."
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RaJmohan G a n d h i  i s  a n  I n d i a n  a u t h o r  a n d
J o u r n a l i s t .  H e  comes f r o m  a  d i s t i n g u i s h -
ed f a m i l y ;  o n e  o f  h i s  g r a n d f a t h e r s  w a s
Mahatma Gandh i ,  t h e  o t h e r  C. R a J a g o p a l a -
c h a r i  ( I n d i a ' s  f i r s t  I n d i a n  G o v e r n o r
Genera l ) .  I n  t h e  O c t o b e r  1 9 8 9  i s s u e  o f
FREEWAY, R e x  D i l l y  w r o t e  a b o u t  R a J m o -
h a n ' s  f i g h t  f o r  a  " c l e a n ,  u n i t e d  a n d
s t r o n g  I n d i a " .  L i t t l e  d i d  w e  t h e n  k n o w
tha t  R a j m o h a n  w a s  a b o u t  t o  f e a t u r e  i n
the w o r l d ' s  m e d i a  d u r i n g  N o v e m b e r ' s
I n d i a n  e l e c t i o n s ,  s t a n d i n g  a g a i n s t  t h e
Prime M i n i s t e r ,  R a j i v  Gandh i ,  i n  h i s  own
c o n s t i t u e n c y.  F R E E W A Y  a s k e d  R a h u l
Kapadia, w h o  w a s  i n  I n d i a  a t  t h e  t i m e ,
to  w r i t e  a  p e r s o n a l  a c c o u n t  o f  w h a t
happened.

THE ' Q U I E T CRUSADER', t h e  ' o n l y  man w i t h
a d i f f e r e n c e ' ,  w e r e  t w o  d e s c r i p t i o n s  o f
Rajmohan G a n d h i  i n  t h e  I n d i a n  n a t i o n a l
press. H e  f o r m a l l y  a n n o u n c e d  h i s  e n t r y
i n t o  p o l i t i c s  b y  j o i n i n g  t h e  o p p o s i t i o n
p a r t y,  t h e  J a n a t a  D a l .  H e  w a s  d i s g u s t e d
by t h e  Cong ress  ( I )  g o v e r n m e n t ' s  b l a t a n t
misuse o f  r a d i o  a n d  t e l e v i s i o n ,  a n d
o t h e r  f o r m s  o f  c o r r u p t i o n .  " I f  b y  a n
acc iden t  o f  b i r t h , "  h e  s a i d ,  " I  w a s  b o r n
i n t o  t h e  Gandh i  f a m i l y ,  t h e n  I  m u s t  p l a y
my p a r t  i n  b r i n g i n g  b a c k  d e c e n c y  i n t o
p u b l i c  l i f e . "

A m o n t h  l a t e r  V .  P. S ingh,  J a n a t a  D a l
l eade r  a n d  now  P r i m e  M i n i s t e r ,  a n n o u n c e d
Rajmohan's c a n d i d a t u r e  f o r  c o n s t i t u e n c y
of  A m e t h i  i n  t h e  n o r t h e r n  s t a t e  o f  U t t a r
Pradesh. H e  was  t o  f i g h t  t h i s  p a r l i a m e n -
t a r y  s e a t  a g a i n s t  R a j i v  G a n d h i ,  t h e
Prime M i n i s t e r .

No p l a c e  f o r  p o s t e r s

A f e w  d a y s  l a t e r  Rajmohan l a u n c h e d  o u t
on h i s  o w n  w i t h  t h e  m i n i m u m  o f
resources .  E n t e r i n g  A m e t h i  -  w i t h  i t s
v o t i n g  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  9 5 0 , 0 0 0  -  a s  a n
unknown p e r s o n  w a s  g o i n g  t o  p r o v e  a
d i f f i c u l t  b a t t l e .  E v e r y  w a l l  w a s  t a k e n
up w i t h  t h e  p o s t e r s  a n d  s l o g a n s  o f  t h e
Prime M i n i s t e r ,  w h o  h a d  l a v i s h e d  m o n e y
on h i s  c o n s t i t u e n c y  d u r i n g  t h e  p r e v i o u s
f i v e  y e a r s .  A  w h o l e  f o r e s t  w a s  p a i n t e d
in  t h e  c o l o u r s  o f  t h e  r u l i n g  p a r t y ,
whose b a n n e r s  w e r e  a l s o  s t r u n g  h i g h

above t h e  r o a d s .  S p e a k i n g  t o  t h e  p e o p l e
of  A m e t h i  a b o u t  t h i s ,  R a j m o h a n  w o u l d
say, " I  f e l t  s a d  t h a t  t h e r e  was n o  p l a c e
f o r  m y  p o s t e r s .  T h e n  I  h a d  t h e  t h o u g h t
t h a t  t h e  p o s t e r s  d o  n o t  g i v e  t h e  v o t e s ,
and i f  I  d o  n o t  h a v e  a n y  p l a c e  f o r  m y
p o s t e r s  o n  t h e  w a l l s ,  t h e r e  i s  s p a c e  f o r
me i n s i d e  t h e  h e a r t s  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  o f
Ame th i . "

He f o l l o w e d  a  p u n i s h i n g  s c h e d u l e .  H e
had o n l y  a b o u t  1 6  d a y s  b e f o r e  t h e
e l e c t i o n s  t o  m a k e  h i m s e l f  k n o w n ,  h e a r d
and u n d e r s t o o d .  H e  w o u l d  u s u a l l y  g e t
about f o u r  h o u r s '  s l e e p  a n d  w o u l d  b e  o n
the  r o a d  f r o m  t h e  e a r l y  h o u r s  o f  t h e
morning u n t i l  l a t e  a t  n i g h t ,  a l o n g  w i t h
h i s  w i f e  U s h a .  D u r i n g  t h e  d a y  h e  w o u l d
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cover  a n y t h i n g  b e t w e e n  2 5  a n d  3 0
v i l l a g e s ,  a n d  a d d r e s s  a b o u t  2 5  p u b l i c
meet ings.  H e  w o u l d  o f t e n  s a y ,  " I  k n o w
t h a t  m a n y  o f  y o u  h a v e  come t o  h e a r  a n d
see me b e c a u s e  y o u  a r e  c u r i o u s  t o  k n o w
what t h e  g r a n d s o n  o f  t h e  Mahatma l o o k s
l i k e ! "  W h i l e  a d d r e s s i n g  t h e  c r o w d s ,  h e
would n e v e r  u s e  i n f l a m m a t o r y  l a n g u a g e
and w o u l d  n e v e r  c h a r a c t e r - a s s a s s i n a t e
any o f  h i s  o p p o n e n t s .  H e  d i d  n o t  a l l o w
any n e g a t i v e  s l o g a n e e r i n g  b y  h i s  p a r t y
workers,  b u t  w o u l d  s p e a k  o u t  s t r o n g l y
a g a i n s t  t h e  w r o n g d o i n g s  o f  t h e  P r i m e
M i n i s t e r  a n d  government .

L i v e  a s  b r o t h e r s  a n d  s i s t e r s

His speeches  w e r e  s i m p l e ,  a n d  h e  w o u l d
speak o f  " h o n e s t y  n o t  o n l y  b e i n g  t h e
best p o l i c y  b u t  a l s o  t h e  b e s t  p o l i t i c s " .
He w o u l d  o n l y  p r o m i s e  o n e  t h i n g :  t h a t
whether h e  w a s  e l e c t e d  o r  n o t  h e  w o u l d
f i g h t  f o r  h o n e s t y  a n d  c l e a n l i n e s s  i n
p u b l i c  l i f e .  H e  w o u l d  a s k  t h e  M u s l i m s ,
Hindus, H a r i j a n s  a n d  t h e  d i f f e r e n t
communi t ies  o f  A m e t h i  t o  s h o w  t h e  r e s t
of I n d i a  h o w  t o  l i v e  a s  b r o t h e r s  a n d
s i s t e r s .

One c o u l d  s e e  t h e  t e a r s  o f  h o p e
w e l l i n g  u p  i n  t h e  e y e s  o f  p e o p l e  a s  h e
spoke, a n d  when  h e  e n t e r e d  t h e  v i l l a g e s
o l d  men a n d  women f e l l  a t  h i s  f e e t  a s  a
mark o f  r e s p e c t .  T h e r e  w e r e  o c c a s i o n s
when Rajmohan r e l a x e d  u n d e r  t h e  s h a d e  o f
a t r e e  d r i n k i n g  t e a  w i t h  t h e  v i l l a g e r s .
He w o u l d  s p e a k  t o  t h e m  o f  h i s  f a i t h  i n
the  I n n e r  Vo i c e ,  a n d  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y
o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l .

Many p e o p l e  f r o m  a l l  o v e r  I n d i a  came
t o  h e l p  i n  h i s  c a m p a i g n ,  a n d  m a n y  w h o
cou ld  n o t  c o m e  s e n t  m o n e y.  A  g r o u p  o f
schoo l  c h i l d r e n  s e n t  t h e i r  p o c k e t  money,
poor v i l l a g e r s  s e n t  w h a t  t h e y  c o u l d .  T w o
o f  I n d i a ' s  f i l m  s t a r s  c a m e  t o  c a m p a i g n
f o r  h i m ,  a s  d i d  V .  P. S ingh  a n d  o t h e r
s e n i o r  p o l i t i c i a n s .

As t h e  c a m p a i g n i n g  e n d e d  o n  November
20th,  t h e r e  was  n o  d o u b t  i n  t h e  m i n d s  o f
many t h a t  R a j m o h a n  w o u l d  w i n .  W h a t
happened d u r i n g  e l e c t i o n  d a y  -  t h e
massive b o o t h  c a p t u r i n g ,  t e r r o r i s m  o f
v o t e r s  a n d  t h e  s h o o t i n g  o f  D r  S a n j a y
Singh ( s t a t e  G e n e r a l  S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e
Janata  D a l )  -  o n l y  g o e s  t o  p r o v e  t h a t
the C o n g r e s s  ( I )  p a r t y  w a s  d e s p e r a t e  t o
win t h i s  s e a t  a t  a n y  c o s t .  S a d l y ,  t h e
independent  b o d y  o f  t h e  E l e c t i o n
Commission was  m i s g u i d e d  i n  i t s  d e c i s i o n
t o  h o l d  a  r e - p o l l  i n  o n l y  a  f r a c t i o n  o f
the p o l l i n g  b o o t h s ,  a n d  s o  Rajmohan h a d
no c h o i c e  b u t  t o  o r d e r  a  f u l l  b o y c o t t .

Dur ing  t h e  r e - p o l l  a n d  c o u n t i n g ,  m a j o r
d i s c r e p a n c i e s  w e r e  f o u n d ,  a n d  t h e r e  i s
documentary e v i d e n c e  o f  g o v e r n m e n t
machinery a n d  t h e  l o c a l  p o l i c e  b e i n g
used b y  t h e  r u l i n g  p a r t y  f o r  t h e i r
purposes. F o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  i n  t h e
h i s t o r y  o f  I n d i a n  e l e c t i o n s ,  t h e  R e t u r n -
ing  O f f i c e r  ( w h o  i s  a  D i s t r i c t
M a g i s t r a t e  b y  q u a l i f i c a t i o n ,  a n d  w h o
oversees t h e  e l e c t i o n  i n  A m e t h i )  w a s
removed d u r i n g  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  t h e  e l e c -
t i o n ,  a n d  t h e  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  P o l i c e
was t r a n s f e r r e d .  T h e  w h o l e  c o u n t r y  c r i e d
out i n  a n g u i s h  a b o u t  t h e  r i g g i n g .

B a t t l e  f o r  c h a r a c t e r  o f  c o u n t r y

Rajmohan h a s  f i l e d  a n  e l e c t i o n
p e t i t i o n ,  b u t  t h e  b a t t l e  f o r  t h e
c h a r a c t e r  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y  s t i l l  g o e s  o n .
At p r e s e n t  h e  i s  t r a v e l l i n g  a r o u n d  t h e
c o u n t r y  a d d r e s s i n g  p u b l i c  a n d  p r i v a t e
meet ings,  a n d  c h a l l e n g i n g  t h e  p e o p l e  t o
t a c k l e  t h e  p r o b l e m s  t h e  c o u n t r y  f a c e s .
We i n  I n d i a  a r e  g l a d  t h a t  V. P. S i n g h  h a s
become t h e  P r i m e  M i n i s t e r  o f  a  ' m i n o r i t y
government w i t h  m a j o r i t y  s u p p o r t ' ,  a
person w h o  b e l i e v e s  i n  l i s t e n i n g  t o  h i s
I nne r  V o i c e .  F r a n k  B u c h m a n ' s  v i s i o n  o f
" c o u n t r i e s  g o v e r n e d  b y  m e n  w h o  a r e
governed b y  G o d "  i s  b e c o m i n g  a  r e a l i t y
i n  t o d a y ' s  I n d i a .
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THE 1 9 5 0 s  ARE SIMILAR TO  TODAY i n  s o  f a r
as t h e r e  w a s  a t  t h a t  t i m e  ' a  w i n d  o f
change' b l o w i n g  t h r o u g h  t h e  w o r l d .  O n e
country a f t e r  a n o t h e r  i n  A f r i c a  a n d  A s i a
emerged a s  sove re ign  s t a t e s  a f t e r  y e a r s  o f
s t rugg le  f o r  independence.

During t h e s e  t u r b u l e n t  t i m e s  t h e
conference c e n t r e s  o f  C a u x  a n d  M a c k i n a c
(USA) w e r e  m a g n e t s  w h i c h  d r e w
revo lu t i ona ry  l e a d e r s  f r o m  m a n y  o f  t h e s e
countr ies.  D r  Nnamd i  A z i k i w e ,  w h o  became
the f i r s t  P r e s i d e n t  o f  independent  N i g e r i a ,
cal led Caux " a n  i s l a n d  o f  s a n i t y "  w h e r e  h e
came t o  " f i n d  a  new pe rspec t i ve " .

Many w e r e  t h e  m o t i v e s  a n d  t e n s i o n s
w i th in  t h e  independence  movements  -  a n d
w i th in  t h o s e  w h o  l e d  t h e m  -  a s  w e l l  a s
the c o n t i n u i n g  s t r u g g l e s  w i t h  t h e  c o l o n i a l
powers. T h e r e  w e r e  a l s o  t h o s e  w h o  s o u g h t
to e x p l o i t  t h e  t u r m o i l  t o  w r e s t  p o w e r  f o r
t h e i r  own ends.

Azikiwe h a d  a l w a y s  w a n t e d  t o  b e  t h e
f i r s t  P r i m e  M i n i s t e r  o f  N i g e r i a .  W h e n
independence came h e  w a s  P r e m i e r  o f  t h e
Eastern Reg ion .  H e  w a s  o f f e r e d  t h e  P r i m e
Min is te rsh ip  i f  h e  w o u l d  u n i t e  w i t h  t h e
West a g a i n s t  t h e  Nor th .  T h i s  h e  knew wou ld
even tua l l y  l e a d  t o  a  b r e a k - u p  o f  N i g e r i a .
He t u r n e d  i t  down and  accep ted  t h e  f i g u r e -
head p o s i t i o n  o f  P res i den t  i n s t e a d .
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In 1 9 5 5  a n  i n s t r u m e n t  w a s  f o r g e d  w h i c h
was t o  p l a y  a  g r e a t  p a r t  i n  t h e
independence s t r u g g l e  i n  m a n y  l a n d s .  A
group o f  A f r i c a n s  f r o m  d i f f e r e n t  c o u n t r i e s
were a t  C a u x ,  a m o n g  t h e m  m e m b e r s  o f
par l iament,  s t u d e n t s ,  t r a d e  u n i o n  l e a d e r s
and p o l i t i c a l l y  p o w e r f u l  'marke t  women'.

I t ' l l  o n l y  g i v e  y o u  u l c e r s

One m o r n i n g  F r a n k  Buchman c a l l e d  t h e
Af r i cans  t o g e t h e r .  " I  s p e n t  m u c h  o f  l a s t
n igh t  i n  A f r i c a  i n  m y  t h o u g h t s " ,  h e  s a i d .
" I  unde rs tand  t h a t  some o f  y o u  a r e  b i t t e r .
I c a n  unders tand  t h a t .  B u t  i f  I  w e r e  y o u  I
would s h e d  i t .  I t ' l l  o n l y  g i v e  y o u  u l c e r s ! "
Then h e  w e n t  o n ,  " A f r i c a  i s  n o t  m e a n t  t o
be t o r n  a p a r t  b e t w e e n  E a s t  a n d  Wes t ,  b u t
to speak  t o  E a s t  a n d  West  w i t h  a n  answer.
I t h i n k  i t  may  come i n  t h e  f o r m  o f  a  p l a y.
Do y o u  t h i n k  y o u  c o u l d  w r i t e  a  p l a y ? "

I fogha ie  A m a t a ,  t h e n  a  y o u n g  g r a d u a t e
from I b a d a n  U n i v e r s i t y  r e c a l l s ,  " T h i r t y  o f
us A f r i c a n s  m e t  a f t e r  l u n c h  a n d  s o o n  w e
s ta r ted  q u a r r e l l i n g  a b o u t  w h a t  s h o u l d  g o
in to  t h e  p l a y .  T h e n  someone  c a l l e d  f o r
si lence. When w e  p o o l e d  o u r  t h o u g h t s  t h e y



I had a dream
I  d r e a m e d  t h a t  I  w a s  w a l k i n g  d o w n t o w n  w i t h  s o m e o n e  I  c a l l e d
F a t h e r .  I  w a s  j u s t  a  l i t t l e  k i d ,  i n s e c u r e  a n d  d e p e n d e n t .

F a t h e r  t o l d  m e  t h a t  h e  w a s  g o i n g  t o  t a k e  m e  h o m e ,  a n d  h e  w a r n e d
me o f  t h e  d a n g e r o u s  r o a d  w e  h a d  t o  f o l l o w .  H e  t o l d  m e  t o  w a t c h
h i m  a n d  t o  s t a y  c l o s e .  B u t  h i s  l e g s  w e r e  l o n g e r  t h a n  m i n e ,  a n d
h i s  s t e p s  s c  m u c h  b i g g e r  t h a t  i t  w a s  v e r y  h a r d  f o r  m e  t o  s t a y
c l o s e  t o  h i m .

T h e r e  w e r e  a l l  s o r t s  o f  s h o p s  a l o n g s i d e  t h e  r o a d  a n d  I  l o o k e d  a t
t h e  n i c e  l i g h t s  a n d  t h e  t e m p t i n g  a d v e r t i s e m e n t s .  B e c a u s e  I  h a d
o n l y  o n e  e y e  o n  F a t h e r  a n d  o n e  e y e  o n  t h e  s h o p s ,  I  g o t  f u r t h e r
a n d  f u r t h e r  b e h i n d .

I  s t o p p e d  a t  t h e  w i n d o w  o f  a  b i g  t o y s h o p .  A l l  t h e  t o y s  w i t h
t h e i r  b r i g h t  c o l o u r s  l o o k e d  s o  a t t r a c t i v e  t h a t  I  j u s t  h a d  t o
s t o p  a n d  e n j o y  i t .  A s  s o o n  a s  I  t u r n e d  a r o u n d  t o  s h o w  F a t h e r  t h e
t r e a s u r e s  I  h a d  f o u n d ,  I  n o t i c e d  h e  w a s  g o n e .

I  w a s  l o s t  a n d  f e l t  a w f u l l y  a l o n e .  I  h a d  p r o m i s e d  F a t h e r  t o
f o l l o w  h i m  o n  o u r  w a y  h o m e ,  a n d  n o t  t o  f a l l  f o r  t h e  m a n y
t e m p t a t i o n s ,  b u t  I  h a d  b r o k e n  m y  p r o m i s e  a n d  g o n e  m y  o w n  w a y .
s a t  d o w n  a n d  c a l l e d  h i s  n a m e .  I  f e l t  h o m e s i c k .

A t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e  F a t h e r  h a d  n o t i c e d  t h a t  I  w a s  g o n e ,  a n d  h e  w a s
l o o k i n g  f o r  m e  a n d  a s k i n g  p e o p l e  i f  t h e y  h a d  s e e n  m e  a n y w h e r e .

" I f  y o u  s e e  h e r ,  p l e a s e  b r i n g  h e r  b a c k  t o  m e , "  h e  s a i d .  S u d d e n l y
he  s a w  m e  s i t t i n g  o n  t h e  p a v e m e n t  f e e l i n g  s c a r e d  a t  b e i n g  a l o n e
i n  t h a t  c r a z y  t o w n .  H e  c a m e  u p  t o  m e  a n d  t o o k  m e  i n t o  h i s  a r m s .
" L e t ' s  g o  h o m e ! "  h e  s a i d . Annette Overdijkink

f i t t e d  t o g e t h e r  i n  a  s t r a n g e  w a y. "  A m a t a
said, " I  h a v e  t h e  f i r s t  a c t  he re " .  Manasseh
Moerane, V i c e -Pres iden t  o f  t h e  B l a c k
Teachers o f  S o u t h  A f r i c a  s a i d ,  " A n d  I  h a v e
the second" .  A b a y i f a a  K a r b o ,  a  M u s l i m  M P
from Ghana  s a i d  t h a t  h e  w o u l d  t r y  t h e
th i rd .

T h e y  c a l l e d  i t  ' F R E E D O M '

They w o r k e d  r i g h t  o n  t i l l  3  am. I n  t h e
morning t h e y  r e a d  t o  t h e  o t h e r s  w h a t  t h e y
had w r i t t e n .  A m a t a  s a i d ,  " W e  s p e n t  t h e
next  h o u r s  f i t t i n g  t h e  a c t s  t o g e t h e r ,  a n d
at  f i v e  o ' c l o c k  w e  t o l d  F r a n k  Buchman w e
had f i n i s h e d  t h e  p l a y . "  T h e y  c a l l e d  i t
FREEDOM.

The p l a y  t o l d  t h e  s t o r y  o f  a n  A f r i c a n
country m o v i n g  t o w a r d s  independence .  I t
po r t rays  v i v i d l y  t h e  r e a c t i o n s  o f  t h e
co lon ia l  G o v e r n o r  a n d  t h e  i n t r i g u e s  a n d
counter- i n t r i g u e s  o f  d i f f e r e n t  t r i b a l -based
par t ies .  Freedom i s  ach ieved  when a  change
of  h e a r t  comes  t o  b o t h  t h e  G o v e r n o r  a n d
some o f  t h e  A f r i c a n  l eade rs .

The p l a y  w a s  m o u n t e d  s w i f t l y  a t  C a u x
and p r e s e n t e d  t o  t h e  w h o l e  assembly.  T h i s
was f o l l o w e d  i m m e d i a t e l y  b y  p e r f o r m a n c e s
in London and  o t h e r  European c a p i t a l s .

Requests f o r  i t  c a m e  f r o m  s o  m a n y
count r ies  t h a t  t h e  A f r i c a n s  t o o k  i t  t o
Niger ia  a n d  made  i t  i n t o  a  f e a t u r e  f i l m .
Dubbed i n t o  m a n y  l a n g u a g e s ,  i t  h a s  b e e n
seen b y  m i l l i o n s  r o u n d  t h e  w o r l d  a n d  i s
s t i l l  b e i n g  s h o w n
of ten  m e t  a n  e a g e r
which t h e m s e l v e s
freedom.

today. T h e  f i l m  h a s
response i n  c o u n t r i e s
were e m e r g i n g  i n t o

While Kenya w a s  s t i l l  u n d e r  t h e  B r i t i s h ,
two K e n y a n s  w h o  h a d  b e e n  p a r t  o f  t h e
hard-core  M a u  M a u  a n d  h a d  b e e n  l i b e r a t e d
from t h e i r  h a t r e d ,  s o u g h t  p e r m i s s i o n  f r o m
the a u t h o r i t i e s  t o  show  t h e  f i l m  t o  t h e i r
leader J o m o  K e n y a t t a .  N o w  r e c o g n i s e d  a s
the f a t h e r  o f  i ndependen t  Kenya,  K e n y a t t a
was t h e n  i n  d e t e n t i o n .  A f t e r  s e e i n g  t h e
f i lm,  K e n y a t t a  a s k e d  f o r  a  S w a h i l i  v e r s i o n
to b e  made. T h i s  w a s  done  a n d  i t  w a s  seen
by a  m i l l i o n  Kenyans i n  t h e  mon ths  b e f o r e
the f i r s t  e l e c t i o n s .  T h e  R e p o r t e r  o f
Nai rob i  w r o t e  'MRA h a s  d o n e  a  g r e a t  d e a l
to s t a b i l i s e  o u r  r e c e n t  e l e c t i o n  campaign' .

Gabr ie l  M a r c e l ,  t h e  F r e n c h  C a t h o l i c
phi losopher w h o  w a s  p a r t i c u l a r l y
i n te res ted  i n  e v e n t s  i n  A f r i c a  w r o t e ,  'What
seems t o  m e  a b s o l u t e l y  m a r v e l o u s  a n d
p r o v i d e n t i a l  i s  t h e  c o n f l u e n c e  t h a t  h a s
come b e t w e e n  M o r a l  R e -Armament a n d  t h e
young n a t i o n s  w h i c h  a r e  b e i n g  b o r n  i n t o
freedom'.



C c  m  t  s .  .

W o r l <

There w i l l  b e  a  ' w o r k  week'  a t  T i r l e y  G a r t h  f r o m  4 - 1 2  A p r i l ,  1990 .  A n
oppor tun i t y  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  a  programme o f  maintenance, a n d  a l s o  a  t i m e  f o r
r e f l e c t i o n .  I f  i n t e r e s t e d  con tac t :  T i r l e y  Gar th ,  Ta r p o r l e y,  Chesh i re ,  CW6 OLZ ( t e l :
0829 732301)

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 4 * * 4 4 * * *

C  L I  W o r k  W e e k .

S imi la r  t o  t h e  above, i t  w i l l  t a k e  p l a c e  f r o m  1 4 - 2 1  A p r i l ,  1990.  F o r  d e t a i l s
w r i t e  t o :  Moun ta in  House, 1 8 2 4  Caux, Sw i t ze r l and .

* * * * * * * * * * * * 4 4 * * * * * * * * * * 1 1 * * * *

H A R I N G  A  1 \ T V J

July 2 8  -  A u g u s t  5  1990 ,  a  s e s s i o n  a t  Caux c r e a t e d  b y  young  peop le  f c r  a l l
generat ions. P l e a s e  w r i t e  t o  FREEWAY f o r  d e t a i l s .

L .  I  ' V  I  N  G- F -  0  R. A .  C  H  A. N  G  E  -  FREEWAY SPECIAL EDITION

a c o m p i l a t i o n  o f  some o f  y o u r  f a v o u r i t e  a r t i c l e s  f r o m  t h e  p a s t  f e w  yea rs .  Why
not o r d e r  i n  b u l k  f o r  y o u r  chu rch  o r  d i s c u s s i o n  g roup?
(Rates: 1  copy :  5 0 p  -  B u l k  r a t e :  1 0  c o p i e s  f o r  £ 4  -  2 0  o r  more: 2 5 p  each.
postage e x t r a :  £ 1  p e r  1 0  c o p i e s  i n  t h e  UK -  e q u i v a l e n t  i n  f o r e i g n  c u r r e n c y )

Deadline f o r  next issue; March 20th

ubscription news
FREEWAY is published five times a  year -  In October. December, February,

April and June/July. A near 'volume' begins with the October issue. and Is
numbered 1 to 5 .

Annual subscription price (which is the same fo r  all countriss) is EIS. USs10.
Swiss Francs ZO -  o r  equivalent In other currencies. Overseas subscribers

are asked not to send cheques In any currency other than sterling.
Payment may be made by International Glro to: Girobank account

(Postgiro/CCP) number ZOZO5 0807

To simplify administration. we ask all subscribers to pay up to the and of a
opium,. Any subs taken out In the middle of  a  volume should be paid for  on

a pro ra ta  basis.
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