
April 1991 Uoi 5 No 4



An injection of life
We a r e  o f t e n  a s k e d  w h a t  t h e  m o s t  d a n g e r o u s  t h i n g  i n  t h e  w o r l d
i s .  N u c l e a r  T h r e a t s ?  T e r r o r i s m ?  C o m m u n i s m ?  P o l l u t i o n ?  T h e
l i s t  o f  c a n d i d a t e s  a p p e a r s  e n d l e s s .  B u t  s u r e l y  a l l  t h e s e
t h i n g s  h a v e  a  common f a c t o r  -  a  h u m a n  e l e m e n t .  I f  t h e  h u m a n
e l e m e n t  i s  ' s a f e '  t h e n  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i s  n o  l o n g e r  d a n g e r o u s .
How o f t e n  d o e s  t h e  d a n g e r  o c c u r ,  t h e n ,  b e c a u s e  p e o p l e  d o  e v i l
o r ,  w o r s e  s t i l l ,  d o  n o t h i n g ?

How m a n y  o f  u s  f e e l  s h o c k e d  a t  e v e n t s  i n  N o r t h e r n  I r e l a n d ,
t h e  M i d d l e  E a s t  o r  S o u t h  A f r i c a ,  b u t  s i m p l y  h a v e  t h e  a t t i t u d e ,
"How s a d ,  n e v e r  m i n d " ?  S o m e o n e  o n c e  s a i d  t h a t ,  " S i l e n c e
p r e s u m e s  a g r e e m e n t . "  I f  w e  s e e  s o m e t h i n g  w r o n g  o r  e v i l ,  a n d  d o
n o t h i n g  a b o u t  i t ,  t h e n  s u r e l y  w e  a r e  j u s t  a s  b a d .  M a n y  o f  u s
h a v e  f e l t  t h i s  a p a t h y ,  t h e  t h o u g h t  w h i c h  s a y s  -  " L e a v e  i t ,  i t
d o e s n ' t  m a t t e r " .  B u t  i f  e v e r y o n e  l e f t  e v e r y t h i n g  t o  e v e r y o n e
e l s e ,  n o t h i n g  w o u l d  g e t  d o n e !  W h e n  s t u d y i n g  w e  k n o w  w e  h a v e  t o
g e t  o n  w i t h  t h i n g s  o u r s e l v e s .  I f  w e  d o n ' t  w r i t e  t h e  e s s a y ,
n o b o d y  e l s e  w i l l  w r i t e  i t  f o r  u s .  T h e  s a m e  i s  t r u e  o f  l e t t e r s
( a n d  a r t i c l e s ! )  T h e  s e c r e t  i s  t o  s e e  h o w  i t  a l l  f i t s  t o g e t h e r ,
a s  d i f f e r e n t  p a r t s  o f  G o d ' s  P l a n .  W e  c a n  w r i t e  l e t t e r s  t o
s h a r e  e x p e r i e n c e s ,  d i f f i c u l t i e s ,  t o  e n c o u r a g e  a n d  s u p p o r t  e a c h
o t h e r ,  o r  s i m p l y  t o  p a s s  o n  n e w s .  I t  i s  a l w a y s  u p l i f t i n g  t o
r e c e i v e  a  l e t t e r  -  b e c a u s e  i t  m e a n s  t h a t  s o m e o n e ,  s o m e w h e r e  h a s
b e e n  t h i n k i n g  o f  y o u .  S i m i l a r l y  w r i t i n g  l e t t e r s  b r i n g s  a
f e e l i n g  o f  a c h i e v e m e n t  i n s t e a d  o f  t h e  e m p t i n e s s  o f  a v o i d a n c e .
T h e  m o t t o  " N e v e r  p u t  o f f  u n t i l  t o m o r r o w ,  s o m e t h i n g  w h i c h  y o u
c a n  A v o i d  a l t o g e t h e r " ,  d o e s n ' t  w o r k !  B u t  b y  s e e i n g  w h y
s o m e t h i n g  i s  b e i n g  d o n e  -  I ' m  w r i t i n g  t o  e n c o u r a g e  s o m e o n e ,  t h e
e s s a y  i s  p a r t  o f  G o d ' s  P l a n  -  a d d s  f i r e  a n d  p u r p o s e .

T h i s  i s  w h a t  i s  m i s s i n g  i n  s o  m a n y  p e o p l e  t o d a y .  W e  n e e d
a n  ' i n j e c t i o n  o f  l i f e ' ,  t o  s n a p  o u t  o f  t h e  r u t  w e  s o m e t i m e s
f i n d  o u r s e l v e s  i n ,  t o  s a y  " N O "  t o  w h a t  i s  w r o n g ,  a n d  " Y E S "  t o
God. W e  s h o u l d  s t a r t  b e i n g  b o t h e r e d .  W h e n  w e  s t a n d  u p  f o r
s o m e t h i n g ,  w e  f i n d  t h a t  o t h e r s  a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  c o u r a g e  w e  s h o w .
Many p e o p l e  a r e  i n  t h e  s a m e  p o s i t i o n  o f  w a n t i n g  t o  d o
s o m e t h i n g ,  b u t  a r e  t o o  a p a t h e t i c  t o  b r e a k  t h e  r i t u a l .

T h i s  ' i n j e c t i o n  o f  l i f e '  a l s o  h e l p s  u s  t o  s e e  w o r l d
s i t u a t i o n s  i n  a  d i f f e r e n t  l i g h t .  T r u e ,  w e  m a y  n o t  b e  a b l e  t o
do a n y t h i n g  a b o u t  N o r t h e r n  I r e l a n d  -  b u t  w e  c a n  s u p p o r t  t h o s e
who c a n  -  a  l e t t e r  c a n  g o  a  l o n g  w a y !  S i m i l a r l y  w e  c a n  g e t  t o
know p e o p l e  f r o m  t h e s e  c o u n t r i e s ,  w h o  m a y  t a k e  s o m e t h i n g  o f  u s
b a c k  w i t h  t h e m .  I f  w e  r e a l l y  w a n t  t o  d o  t h i s ,  t h e n  G o d  w i l l
show u s  h o w  -  a l l  w e  h a v e  t o  d o  i s  t o  m a k e  t h e  e f f o r t .

How d o  w e  i n s t i l  t h i s  v i t a l i t y  i n t o  o t h e r s ?  T h a t  i s  t h e
c r u x .  W e  c a n ' t .  O n l y  G o d  c a n  d o  t h a t ;  w e  m u s t  s i m p l y  l i v e  a s
He t e l l s  u s ,  a n d  p e r h a p s  s o m e  o f  o u r  p a s s i o n  w i l l  r u b  o f f .  O n e
t h i n g  i s  c e r t a i n  t h o u g h  -  t h o s e  w h o  p u t  n o t h i n g  i n t o  l i f e  w i l l
s i m p l y  d r i f t  a l o n g ,  w i t h  f a l s e  a i m s ,  o r  n o n e  a t  a l l .  W h a t  k i n d
o f  a  l i f e  i s  t h a t ,  c o m p a r e d  t o  t h e  o n e  G o d  h a s  r e a d y  f o r  u s ?
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Lord, why did you
tell me to love

Lord, w h y  d i d  y o u  t e l l  me t o  l o v e  a l l  men, m y  b r o t h e r s ?
I  h a v e  t r i e d ,  b u t  I  come b a c k  t o  you ,  f r i g h t e n e d . . .
Lord, I  w a s  s o  p e a c e f u l  a t  home, I  w a s  s o  c o m f o r t a b l y  s e t t l e d .
I t  w a s  w e l l  f u r n i s h e d ,  a n d  I  f e l t  c o s y.
I  w a s  a l o n e ,  I  w a s  a t  peace ,
S h e l t e r e d  f r o m  t h e  w i n d ,  t h e  r a i n ,  t h e  mud.
I  w o u l d  h a v e  s t a y e d  u n s u l l i e d  i n  my i v o r y  t o w e r .
But L o r d ,  y o u  have  d i s c o v e r e d  a  b r e a c h  i n  my d e f e n c e s ,
You h a v e  f o r c e d  me t o  open  my d o o r ,
L i k e  a  s q u a l l  o f  r a i n  i n  t h e  f a c e ,  t h e  c r y  o f  men h a s  awakened me.
L i k e  a  g a l e  o f  w i n d  a  f r i e n d s h i p  h a s  s h a k e n  me,
As a  r a y  o f  l i g h t  s l i p s  i n  u n n o t i c e d ,  y o u r  g r a c e  h a s  s t i r r e d  me

. . .  a n d  r a s h l y  enough I  l e f t  m y  d o o r  a j a r .  N o w ,  L o r d ,  I  am l o s t !
Ou ts ide  men w e r e  l y i n g  i n  w a i t  f o r  me.
I  d i d  n o t  k n o w  t h e y  w e r e  s o  n e a r ;  i n  t h i s  house ,  i n  t h i s  s t r e e t ,  i n  t h i s

o f f i c e ;  m y  n e i g h b o u r,  m y  c o l l e a g u e ,  m y  f r i e n d .
As s o o n  a s  I  s t a r t e d  t o  open  t h e  d o o r  I  s a w  them, w i t h  o u t s t r e t c h e d  hands ,

b u r n i n g  eyes ,  l o n g i n g  h e a r t s ,  l i k e  b e g g a r s  o n  c h u r c h  s t e p s .

A R K

The f i r s t  o n e s  came i n ,  L o r d .  T h e r e  was  a f t e r  a l l  some s p a c e  i n  my h e a r t .
I  welcomed them.  I  w o u l d  h a v e  c a r e d  f o r  t h e m  and  f o n d l e d  them,  m y  v e r y  own

l i t t l e  l ambs ,  m y  l i t t l e  f l o c k .
You w o u l d  h a v e  been  p l e a s e d ,  L o r d ,  I  w o u l d  h a v e  s e r v e d  a n d  honoured  y o u  i n

a p r o p e r ,  r e s p e c t a b l e  way.
T i l l  t h e n ,  i t  w a s  s e n s i b l e . . .
But t h e  n e x t  o n e s ,  L o r d ,  t h e  o t h e r  men, I  h a d  n o t  s e e n  them;  t h e y  w e r e

h idden b e h i n d  t h e  f i r s t  o n e s .
There w e r e  more  o f  them,  t h e y  w e r e  w r e t c h e d ;  t h e y  ove rpowered  me w i t h o u t

warning.
We h a d  t o  c r o w d  i n ,  I  h a d  t o  f i n d  r o o m  f o r  them.
Now t h e y  h a v e  come f r o m  a l l  o v e r ,  i n  s u c c e s s i v e  waves,  p u s h i n g  o n e  a n o t h e r ,

j o s t l i n g  o n e  a n o t h e r.
They h a v e  come f r o m  a l l  o v e r  t o w n ,  f r o m  a l l  p a r t s  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y,  o f  t h e

wor ld ;  n u m b e r l e s s ,  i n e x h a u s t i b l e .
They d o n ' t  come a l o n e  a n y  l o n g e r  b u t  i n  g r o u p s ,  b o u n d  o n e  t o  a n o t h e r.
They come b e n d i n g  u n d e r  h e a v y  l o a d s ;  l o a d s  o f  i n j u s t i c e ,  o f  r e s e n t m e n t  a n d

hate, o f  s u f f e r i n g  and  s i n . .
They d r a g  t h e  w o r l d  beh ind '  them, w i t h  e v e r y t h i n g  r u s t e d ,  t w i s t e d ,  o r  b a d l y

ad jus ted .

Lord, t h e y  h u r t  me!  T h e y  a r e  i n  t h e  way,  t h e y  a r e  eve rywhe re .  T h e y  a r e
too  h u n g r y,  t h e y  a r e  consuming  me!

I  c a n ' t  d o  a n y t h i n g  a n y  more;  a s  t h e y  come i n ,  t h e y  p u s h  t h e  d o o r,  a n d  t h e
door opens  w i d e r . . .

Lord my d o o r  i s  w i d e  open !
I  c a n ' t  s t a n d  i t  a n y  more!  I t ' s  t o o  much! I t ' s  n o  k i n d  o f  a  l i f e !  W h a t

about my  j o b ?  my f a m i l y ?  my peace?  my  l i b e r t y ?  a n d  me?
Lord, I  h a v e  l o s t  e v e r y t h i n g ,  I  d o n ' t  b e l o n g  t o  m y s e l f  a n y  l o n g e r ;
T h e r e ' s  n o  more  room f o r  me a t  home.

Don ' t  w o r r y ,  G o d  s a y s ,  y o u  have  g a i n e d  a l l .
Whi le  men came i n  t o  you ,
I  y o u r  F a t h e r ,
I  y o u r  God,
S l i p p e d  i n  among them. Michel Quoist
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Construction or destruction?
TO WALK THROUGH t h e  C h e s h i r e  c o u n t r y s i d e
and h e a r  hammer i ng  a n d  s a w i n g ,  a n d  f o r
those w i t h  good  e a r s ,  t h e  s o f t  s t r o k e  o f  a
paintbrush, i s  n o t  a  v e r y  u n u s u a l  t h i n g .
When t h e  S w i s s  A l p s  a r e  f i l l e d  w i t h  t h e
echo o f  demo l i t i on ,  i t  i s  someth ing  r a t h e r
d i f f e r e n t .  I t  m u s t  b e  'workweek'  t i m e .

The f i r s t  C a u x  wo rkweek  w a s  r e a l l y  i n
1946, w h e n  t h e  w h o l e  b u i l d i n g  n e e d e d
cleaning u p  a n d  r e n e w i n g  a f t e r  b e i n g  u s e d
fo r  r e f u g e e s  d u r i n g  t h e  w a r .  T h e  s p i r i t
which w a s  c r e a t e d  t h e n ,  t h e  s p i r i t  o f
working t o g e t h e r  w i t h  f u n  a n d  h a v i n g  a
good t i m e ,  h e l p e d  b u i l d  a  t e a m  w h i c h  h a s
car r ied  C a u x  a n d  t h e  w h o l e  w o r k  o f  MRA
ever s ince .

In 1 9 8 6  t h e  i d e a  w a s  conce ived  t o  s t a r t
up a  new workweek -  t o  h e l p  p r e p a r e  Caux
fo r  t h e  summer b y  d o i n g  a  l o t  o f  t h e  Jobs
which needed d o i n g ,  b u t  w h i c h  needed  t i m e
and l a b o u r.  T h e  f i r s t  y e a r  d r e w  6 0  peop le ,
who s p e n t  a  w e e k  p a i n t i n g ,  g a r d e n i n g  a n d ,
renovat ing a l l  t h e  g a r d e n  c h a i r s .  I t  w a s  a
success, a n d  g r e w  e v e r y  y e a r ,  p e a k i n g  a t
170 p e o p l e  i n  1990 ,  a n d  h a s  now become a s
much a  p a r t  o f  Caux a s  t h e  summer and  New
Year conferences.

Chr istoph K e l l e r ,  t h e  m a s t e r m i n d  b e h i n d
the w o r k ,  s t a r t s  p r e p a r i n g  f o r  t h e  w e e k
immediately a f t e r  Chr is tmas.  To g e t h e r  w i t h
Caux's o w n  p a i d  s t a f f ,  h e  p l a n s  t h e  w o r k ,
th ink ing  t h r o u g h  t h e  t o o l s ,  p a i n t s  a n d
equipment t h a t  a r e  needed,  a n d  p r e p a r i n g
contingency p l a n s  i f  t h e  w e a t h e r  m a k e s
th ings  d i f f i c u l t .  H e  i s  e s p e c i a l l y  g r a t e f u l
f o r  t h o s e  who come a  week o r  more  e a r l i e r ,
to h e l p  w i t h  t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n .  I t  i s
important  t o  f i l l  i n  t h e  h o l e s  i n  a  w a l l
before p a i n t i n g  i t !

"People w a n t  t o  c o n t r i b u t e , "  h e  s a y s ,
"and t h e  h e l p  a n d  s a v i n g s  f o r  Caux  c a n n o t
be o v e r e s t i m a t e d :  w e  h a v e  s a v e d  t e n s  o f
thousands o f  S w i s s  F r a n c s ,  t h r o u g h  t h e
help f r o m  t h e s e  peop le ,  s i n c e  a  l o t  o f  t h e
work needs t o  b e  done anyway."

There i s  a l s o  a  s e c o n d  a s p e c t .  W o r k i n g
together  w i t h  peop le  -  a n d  i t  i s  ha rd  w o r k
-  d o e s  c r e a t e  f r i e n d s h i p s  i n  a  l e s s  f o r m a l
way t h a n  i n  t h e  summer. T h e  a tmosphere  o f
the week  i s  much m o r e  r e l a x e d  ( " A f t e r n o o n
Tea" i s  d r u n k  o u t  o f  p l a s t i c  b e a k e r s  i n
the c a f e t e r i a ) .  Many  peop le  have  f o u n d  i t  a
good t o  i n t r o d u c e  t h e i r  f r i e n d s  t o  Caux ,
who m i g h t  n o t  come t o  a  ' f u l l '  con ference.

by Ian Healey

The 1991  workweek  h a s  been  p r o b a b l y  t h e
most d r a m a t i c .  T h e  w h o l e  a r e a  o f  t h e  t h i r d
f l oo r,  t h e  G r e e n  Room, c o s t u m e  r o o m ,  t h e
old Economat  a n d  t h e  a r e a  u n d e r n e a t h  t h e
Scene Dock/Workshop,  h a s  b e e n  c o m p l e t e l y
r e b u i l t .  T h i s  h a s  c r e a t e d  new,  much needed
Seminar Rooms f o r  t h e  summer.  O t h e r  w o r k
has i n c l u d e d  g a r d e n i n g  a n d  t h e  r e b u i l d i n g
of t h e  r o c k  g a r d e n ,  a n d  t h e  p e e l i n g  o f
hundreds o f  app les .

At t h e  s a m e  t i m e  t h i s  y e a r  w a s  t h e
t h i r d  ' T i r l e y  G a r t h  Workweek'. T i r l e y  i s  t h e
MRA c o n f e r e n c e  c e n t r e  i n  C h e s h i r e ,  i n
England. T h e  s u c c e s s  o f  t h e  C a u x  w e e k s
spread a n d  f i f t y  p e o p l e  have  came a l o n g  t o
T i r l e y  e a c h  y e a r .  A g a i n  t h e  w o r k  h a s  b e e n
invaluable.  J i m  W i g a n  h a s  t a k e n
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  ma in tenance  o f  t h e
centre, w h i c h  i s  s e t  i n  4 0  a c r e s  o f
landscaped g a r d e n s  -  a  g r e a t  s o u r c e  o f
peace and  b e a u t y  f o r  a l l  who come.

"The h e l p  d u r i n g  t h e  workweeks  amazes
me," h e  s a i d ,  " I t  h a s  b r o u g h t  f o r w a r d  o u r
work schedu les  b y  months."

There i s  a l s o  c o n t i n u i t y :  i n  t h e  f i r s t
workweek a  n e w  s e t  o f  g a r a g e s  w e r e  b u i l t
and t h e  o l d  o n e  w a s  m a d e  i n t o  a  g a m e s
room ( " S p o r t s  Complex" ) .  T h e  s e c o n d  y e a r
saw a  second  s e t  o f  g a r a g e s  a n d  c o m p l e t e
decorat ion o f  t h e  g a m e s  r o o m .  T i r l e y ' s
s k i l l e d  e m p l o y e e s  a l s o  J o i n e d  i n :  b y
learn ing  how t o  p a i n t ,  t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  a r e
encouraged t o  h e l p  o u t  t h e i r  p a r e n t s  when
they g e t  home...

This y e a r  i n  T i r l e y  h a s  a g a i n  b e e n
usefu l ,  w i t h  a  n e w  r o o f  b e i n g  b u i l t  f o r
the t r a c t o r  shed  -  a n d  ( s i n c e  t h i s  was  t o o
long?) a n  e x t e n s i o n  t o  t h e  s h e d ;  T i r l e y ' s
cha le ts  h a v e  b e e n  w o o d - t r e a t e d  a n d
pro tec ted a g a i n s t  w i l d  a n i m a l s ;  f o r e s t r y
work h a s  b e e n  c a r r i e d  o u t  i n  t h e  l i t t l e
copse, a n d  e l e c t r i c a l  w o r k  h a s  a l s o  b e e n
completed. T h e  d i g g i n g  o u t  o f  b r a m b l e s
always f e a t u r e s  a t  T i r l e y  workweeks; i t  i s
one o f  t h e  m o s t  s a t i s f y i n g  a s p e c t s  o f  t h e
work t o  l o o k  b a c k  a n d  s e e  w h a t  y o u  h a v e
achieved -  a  m e t r e - l o n g  b ramb le ,  a  n e w l y
painted room,  o r  J u s t  a  p i l e  o f  s t o n e  a n d
a ho le .

And d o n ' t  f o r g e t  t h e  n e w  s k i l l s !  H o w
many peop le  w i l l  l e a v e  t h e  r u b b l e  o f  Caux,
ready t o  s t a r t  a g a i n  a t  home?!
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New Age & the Cross
kg Mark Baabbger

THE CROSS I S  OFFENSIVE t o  t h e  wor ld . . . .  i t
con t rad i c t s  a l l  t h a t  t h e  w o r l d  s t a n d s  f o r .
We s h o u l d  n o t  t a m p e r  w i t h  t h e  o f f e n c e  o f
the c r o s s  i n  s o m e  w e l l - m e a n i n g  w a y ,
because i t  i s  t h r o u g h  a n  exper ience  o f  t h e
cross t h a t  p e o p l e  a n d  n a t i o n s  c a n  f i n d  n e w
l i f e  a n d  f r e e d o m  f r o m  c o n f o r m i n g  t o  t h e
standards o f  t h e  wo r l d .

The c r o s s  i s n ' t  v e r y  f a s h i o n a b l e  t h e s e
days. M i n d  y o u  i t  n e v e r  h a s  b e e n  a n d  i t
never w i l l  be .  Ye t  many people,  i n  t h e  West
at l e a s t ,  a r e  b e c o m i n g  i n c r e a s i n g l y
i n te res ted  i n  s p i r i t u a l  m a t t e r s ,  a p p a r e n t l y
in a n  a t t e m p t  t o  f i n d  a n  e x p l a n a t i o n  f o r
t h e i r  l i v e s .  O r  perhaps  a  s o l a c e  am ids t  t h e
h e l t e r - s k e l t e r  o f  a  w o r l d  t h a t  w i l l  n o t
slow d o w n  a n d  i s  sweep ing  away  many  w h o
are u n a b l e  e n o u g h  t o  s t a n d  a g a i n s t  t h e
bombardment o f  m a t e r i a l i s m  a n d
permissiveness.

But m e n t i o n  m o r a l  v a l u e s ,  m e n t i o n  God,
mention t h e  c ross?  E r - . no  thanks .

Many p e o p l e  a r e  w o r r i e d  a b o u t  t h e
f u t u r e  a n d  make  i t  t h e i r  b u s i n e s s  t o  t r y
and f i n d  o u t  w h a t  i t  h a s  i n  s t o r e .  T h e y
consu l t  T a r o t  C a r d  r e a d e r s  a n d  P a l m i s t s ,
gaze i n t o  c r y s t a l s  a n d  r u s h  t o  r e a d  t h e
s t a r s  i n  newspapers  a n d  magazines t o  s e e
what t h e  d a y,  t h e  week ,  t h e  y e a r  h a s  i n
s tore.  M o s t  newspapers  a n d  magaz ines  n o w
conta in  h o r o s c o p e s  a n d  e v e n  t e l e v i s i o n
shows h a v e  a s t r o l o g e r s  w h o  e x e r c i s e  a
d i s t u r b i n g  p o w e r  o v e r  m a n y  p e o p l e ,  w h o
then f i n d  i t  c o n v e n i e n t  t o  e x c u s e  t h e i r

A.„ b e h a v i o u r  b y  s a y i n g ,  "  I t ' s  n o t  m y  f a u l t
I'm t h e  w a y  I  am. I  was  b o r n  when t h e  s u n
was pass ing  t h r o u g h  Leo,"  o r  some such.. . .

But o f  c o u r s e  i t  i s  a l l  s u c h  i n n o c e n t
fun, i s n ' t  i t ?  No  o n e  r e a l l y  b e l i e v e s  i t  _ .
o r  d o  t h e y ?  T h e  f a c t  i s  t h a t  w h a t  i s  f o r
many ' a  b i t  o f  a  l a u g h '  i s  becoming f o r  a n
increas ing m i n o r i t y  a  w a y  o f  l i f e ;  w h i c h
draws p e o p l e  f u r t h e r  a n d  f u r t h e r  i n t o  i t ' s
web u n t i l  c a u g h t ,  r a t h e r  l i k e  d r u g s - .who le
shops i n  London  a r e  d e v o t e d  t o  b o o k s  a n d
a r t i f a c t s  a b o u t  t h e  p a r a n o r m a l ,  p s y c h i c
phenomena a n d  t h e  o c c u l t ,  w h i c h  s u c k s  t h e
unaware p e r s o n  i n t o  a  maze  o f  t h e  d a r k e r
s ide o f  s p i r i t u a l i t y ,  t h e  s p i r i t u a l i t y  o f
what t h e  B i b l e  c a l l s  ' T h e  P r i n c e  o f  t h i s
world, '  t h e  D e v i l - .  y o u  may  n o t  b e l i e v e  i n
him... I  do.

Sh i r l ey  Mac la ine ,  d o y e n  o f  t h e  New Age ,
a t i t l e  g i v e n  t o  t h i s  e n l i g h t e n e d  s p i r i t u a l
movement, w o u l d  have  i t  t h a t  w e  a r e  a l l  i n

fac t  g o d s .  W e  h a v e  t h r o w n  o f f  t h e
s u p e r s t i t i o u s  c o n s t r a i n t s  o f  t h e  M i d d l e
Ages a n d  we  a r e  a l l  f r e e  t o  d o  a s  w e  w i sh ,
f u l f i l l i n g  t h e  d i v i n i t y  i n  e a c h  o n e  o f  u s .
Mankind i s  n o t  s i n f u l ,  s o  t h e r e  i s  n o  need
fo r  t h e  c ross .  What  a  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  i d e a !

Would I  b e  a l o n e  i n  b e l i e v i n g  t h a t  t h i s
t h i nk i ng  w e n t  o u t  o f  d a t e  w i t h  t h e
dinosaurs? T h e r e  i s  n o t h i n g  n e w  o r
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  i n  N e w  A g e  t h i n k i n g .  W h e r e
does a l l  t h i s  l e a v e  t h e  c ross?

The c r o s s  w i l l  a l w a y s  b e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y
because i t  r e n e w s  a n d  r e v i t a l i s e s  h u m a n
natu re - . b u t  i t  w i l l  a l w a y s  b e  c o s t l y ,
cos t ing  n o  l e s s  t h a n  e v e r y t h i n g . . . s m a l l
wonder i t  h a s  n e v e r  b e e n  p o p u l a r .
Undoubtedly i t  w o u l d  b e  more  conven ien t  t o
exp la in  a w a y  i n f i d e l i t y ,  d i s h o n e s t y  a n d
pervers ion  a s  d u e  t o  p l a n e t a r y  conve rs i ons
at o n e ' s  b i r t h . . . ,  l e a v e  y o u  f r e e  t o  d o  s o .
But i f  y o u  w a n t  f r eedom f r o m  s i n ,  s i n  t h a t
binds a n d  c r i p p l e s ,  y o u  d o  n o t  need  a  s t a r
a t las ,  y o u  n e e d  t o  g o  t h e  w a y  o f  t h e
cross, e v e r y  s i n g l e  d a y .  I n  a n  a g e  w h e n
people a r e  c r y i n g  o u t  f o r  s p i r i t u a l
s a t i s f a c t i o n ,  l e t  u s  n o t  g i v e  them h a l f  t h e
cross, b u t  t h e  w h o l e  t h i n g .  M o s t  w i l l  f i n d
i t  o f f e n s i v e ,  b u t  t h o s e  w h o  a r e  b r a v e  w i l l
grasp a  h o l d  o f  i t .
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Where does hope come from?

MY WIFE AND I  r e c e n t l y  s p e n t  f i v e  d a y s  i n
Moscow -  v i s i t i n g  o u r  son  who i s  c u r r e n t l y
doing resea rch  f o r  a  PhD.

I t  was  d e v a s t a t i n g .  A n d  f a s c i n a t i n g .

Nearly e v e r y o n e  v e r y  d e p r e s s e d ,
bu i l d ings  f a l l i n g  t o  p i e c e s ,  i n d e s c r i b a b l e
squalor,  f o o d  v e r y  s h o r t  a n d  f a m i n e
looming o n  a  m a s s i v e  s c a l e .  Y e t  t h e r e
were p a t c h e s  o f  b e a u t y  l i k e  t h e  K r e m l i n
churches a n d  m u s e u m s ,  w i d e  s t r e e t s ,
pockets o f  e f f i c i e n c y  l i k e  t h e  M e t r o  a n d
the t e l e p h o n e  ( f r e e  a n y w h e r e  w i t h i n
Moscow), g l i m p s e s  o f  g l a m o u r  l i k e  t h e
Bolshoi, a n d  t h e  g r a c i o u s  i n s i d e s  o f  s i x
Russian homes, h a r b o u r i n g  g a l l a n t  p e o p l e  -
and we  had memorable conversat ions .

The f a t h e r  i n  o n e  o f  t h o s e  homes s a i d
"A l l  o u r  dreams a r e  gone"

The w h o l e  e x p e r i e n c e  m a d e  m e  w a n t  t o
r e t h i n k  w h a t  I  s a y  t o  peop le ,  s o  t h a t  t h e
hope o f  a  n e w  w o r l d  I  b e l i e v e  i n  i s  n o t
dependent o n  a n y t h i n g  f r o m  ou t s i de .

I  h a v e  a l w a y s  b e e n  l u c k y  t o  h a v e  h a d
access t o  b e a u t i f u l  p l a c e s  a n d  t h i n g s .  I
have se ldom m issed  t h e  abundant  h o p e  t h a t
comes i n  t h e  s p r i n g t i m e  o f  t h e  y e a r .  B u t
m i l l i o n s  a n d  m i l l i o n s  o f  p e o p l e  h a v e  n o
such f o r t u n e .  T h e r e  was  h a r d l y  a n y  c o l o u r
to b e  s e e n  i n  Moscow. E v e n  t h e  b i r d s .  I
only saw crows,  p i geons  and sparrows.

S t u d y  t h e  w o r d  ' n o t h i n g ' .

I  h a v e  j u s t  r e - r ead  t h e  o l d  s p i r i t u a l
c lass ic  A b s o l u t e  S u r r e n d e r  b y  A n d r e w
Murray. I  r e a d  i t  f i r s t  i n  m y  t w e n t i e s ,
again i n  my f o r t i e s  and  now i n  my s i x t i e s .

He w r i t e s ,  ' T h e  d i s c i p l e s  g a v e  u p  a l l
they possessed  a t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h e i r
three y e a r s  w i t h  Jesus .  O n l y  a t  t h e  e n d
o f  t h e i r  t i m e  d i d  t h e y  b e g i n  t o  g i v e  u p
themselves. T h e y  h a d  g i v e n  u p  n e t s ,
homes, f r i e n d s ,  b u t  t h e y  h a d  n o t  g i v e n  u p
se l f .

The g r e a t  h i n d r a n c e  t o  t r u s t  i s  s e l f -
e f f o r t .  A s  l o n g  a s  w e  a r e  someth ing ,  H e
cannot b e  a l l .  T h a t  i s  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f
fa i t h ,  u t t e r  d e s p a i r  o f  s e l f .

Study t h e  w o r d  " n o t h i n g " .  W h e n  I  a m
nothing, God  can become a l l . '

This t o  me i s  t h e  s e c r e t  o f  hope.  I  am
very l i m i t e d  a n d  a n y t h i n g  I  d o  i n  m y  o w n
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s t reng th  i s  o n l y  g o i n g  t o  e n d  i n
exhaustion.

But God i s  n o t  l i m i t e d .  A n d  t h e r e  i s  n o
l i m i t  t o  what ,  He may u s e  me t o  do.

S h a k e s p e a r e  i n  E a s t  E u r o p e

E a r l i e r  t h i s  y e a r  t h e  N a t i o n a l  T h e a t r e
from L o n d o n  t o u r e d  P r a g u e ,  B u c h a r e s t ,
Leipz ig a n d  Dresden w i t h  Shakespeare p l a y s
King R ichard  I I I  and K i n g  Lear.

The T i m e s  r e p o r t e r ,  A n n e  McElvoy,  w r o t e
about t h e  v i s i t  t o  Romania:  ' R i c h a r d  I I I ,
w i th  i t s  e c h o e s  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y ' s  r e c e n t
past, d r e w  b u r s t s  o f  a p p l a u s e  t h r o u g h o u t
the per formance.  T h e  aud ience  w a s  c l e a r l y
cha r t i ng  R i c h a r d ' s  d e s c e n t  i n t o  e v i l  w i t h
t h e i r  e y e  o f  m e m o r y  f i x e d  o n  t h e i r
destroyed d i c t a t o r .  W h e n  t h e  f l a g  w a s
torn d o w n  i n  t h e  f i n a l  s c e n e ,  i t s  c e n t r e
cut o u t  a n d  t h r o w n  o v e r  t h e  n e w  k i n g ,  t h e
theat re  w a s  b r i e f l y  t r a n s f o r m e d  i n t o  a
p o l i t i c a l  r a l l y  w i t h  c h e e r s  a n d  c a l l s  o f
"L iber ty" .

"Romanians l o v e  Skakespeare  b e c a u s e  h e
was w i t h  u s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  w o r s t  o f
times", s a i d  a  young  s t a g e  d i r e c t o r . '

The r e v i e w  c o n t i n u e s ,  ' R i c h a r d  I I I
conveys t h e  mean t h i n  m i s e r y  o f  a  d i c t a t o r
who i s  d r i v e n  b u t  n e v e r  f u l f i l l e d  b y  h i s
ambit ion, a s  h e  l e a d s  h i m s e l f  i n t o
I s o l a t i o n  a n d  h i s  c o u n t r y  i n t o  chaos. W h e n
he reached  t h e  l i n e s ,  ' T h e r e  i s  n o  c r e a t u r e
loves me,  A n d  i f  I  d i e  n o  s o u l  w i l l  p i t y
me", t h e  m i n d  f l a s h e s  b a c k  t o  t h e  l a s t
days o f  Ceaucescu.'

She q u o t e s  E y r e ,  t h e  d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e
play: ' R i c h a r d  I I I  i s  t h e  m o s t  Roman ian
p lay  b e c a u s e  i t  d e a l s  n o t  o n l y  w i t h  a
d i c t a to r,  b u t  d i c t a t o r s h i p ' s  d e f l a t i n g
e f f e c t s  o n  t h e  s p i r i t .  W h e n  R i c h a r d  says ,
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"The r e s t
me", t h e y
along w i t h
a b i l i t y  t o
choice. '

that  l o v e  m e ,  r i s e  a n d  f o l l o w
shrug t h e i r  s h o u l d e r s  a n d  g o
him. T h a t  i s  t r u e  t y r a n n y :  t h e
make p e o p l e  f e e l  t h e y  h a v e  n o

The r e v i e w  ends ,  ' I n  Prague,  t h e  company
was r e c e i v e d  b y  P r e s i d e n t  H a v e l ,  w h o  w a s
so moved b y  t h e  per formance o f  " K i n g  L e a r "
that  h e  u s e d  i t  a s  t h e  b a s i s  o f  h i s  w e e k l y
address t o  t h e  n a t i o n .  " W e  u n d e r s t a n d
tha t , "  h e  t o l d  C o x  w h o  p l a y e d  K i n g  L e a r .
"That i s  o u r  h i s t o r y  i n  a  s i n g l e  g e s t u r e . " '

When I  r e a d  t h i s ,  I  f e l t  p r o u d  a n d
g r a t e f u l  t h a t  Shakespeare ,  w h o  d i e d  3 7 5
years a g o ,  s h o u l d  g i v e  s o  m u c h  h o p e  t o
these l a n d s .  P e o p l e  l o v e  s o m e o n e  w h o
understands them.

Hope i s  a  c h o i c e

When t h e  B e r l i n  w a l l  came down i n  1989 ,
the w o r l d  c e l e b r a t e d .  O r c h e s t r a s  f r o m
East a n d  W e s t  Germany,  a n d  a r t i s t s  f r o m
many c o u n t r i e s  p e r f o r m e d  B e e t h o v e n ' s
Choral Symphony o n  Ch r i s tmas  Eve.  B e f o r e
a w o r l d w i d e  T V  aud ience .  I t  w a s  o n e  o f
the mos t  h o p e f u l  e v e n t s  I ' v e  e v e r  seen.

In S t  P e t e r ' s  1 s t  E p i s t l e ,  h e  w r i t e s
about ' t h o s e  w h o  a r e  k e p t  b y  t h e  p o w e r  o f
God t h r o u g h  f a i t h ' .  H e r e  a r e  t w o  t r u t h s .
God d o e s  t h e  k e e p i n g  a n d  I  d o  t h e
t r u s t i n g .

Chr is t  s a i d  t h a t  i f  I  be l i eved  i n  Him and
fol lowed H i m  I  w o u l d  d o  t h e  s a m e  a n d
g rea te r  t h i n g s  t h a n  Him.

Gandhi o n c e  s a i d  t h a t  a n y o n e  c o u l d  d o
what h e  had done.

I t  i s  s t i l l  E a s t e r t i m e  a s  I  w r i t e  t h i s
and I  remember  t h a t  C h r i s t  d i e d  f o r  t h e
wor ld a s  w e l l  a s  f o r  me.  I t  r e m i n d s  m e
that  t h e r e  i s  a  w o r l d  t o  l o v e  and  c a r e  f o r
as w e l l  a s  m y  w o r l d .  I f  I  d o  t h a t ,  i t
g ives me  a  sense  o f  p r o p o r t i o n .  H o p e  may
be s c a r c e  i n  s o m e  p l a c e s ,  b u t  m o r e
apparent i n  o t h e r s .

At t h e  same t i m e  t h e r e  i s  h o p e  e v e n  i n
the d a r k e s t  p laces .  G o d ' s  l i g h t  n e v e r  goes
out a n d  I  c a n  a l w a y s  choose t o  s h a r e  t h a t
l i gh t .

Hope i s  a  cho i ce .  I t  comes a n d  r e m a i n s
when I  t o t a l l y  e m p t y  m y s e l f  a n d  I  a l l o w
God's f u l l n e s s  a n d  f r i e n d s h i p  t o  t a k e  m y
place.

Threat
Through a  v i e w f i n d e r,

I  s e e  a  squa re  poo l ,

Bordered b y  w h i t e  f l ags tones ,

and sand.

A c o u r t y a r d ,

enclosed b y  w h i t e  l a c e d  s tone .

Through t h e  f r e t w o r k ,  end less  b l u e  sky,

Desert s t r e t c h e s  beyond.

The p o o l ,  l o o k i n g  i n ,  r e l e c t s  n o  b lue .

I t s  d e p t h s  a r e  g r e y.

I n to  s i g h t  comes a n  arm, k h a k i  c lad ,

Heavy w i t h  m i l i t a r y  i n s i g n i a ,

Threatening t h e  t r a n q u i l l i t y  o f  t h e  poo l ,

Preparing t o  mar  t h e  po l i shed  pewte r,

The f i s t  c l e n c h e s ,  a n d  s t r i k e s .

And t h e  r i p p l e s  spread.. .

December 1990

Co-- ceasefire
Far beyond,

A l a n d  o f  s u n

And mountains.

Black o v e r  t h e  mounta ins

Flocks c i r c l i n g

In f r o n t  o f  t h e  sun.

B i l l ow ing  robes

Black o f  mourning.

L iv ing  shadows,

Widows, mothers ,  daughters .

I raq we  weep f o r  y o u

Iraq we  c r y  f o r  y o u r

Long b l a c k  ec l i pse .

aVc191. February 1991
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Equipping oneself
bg Prauir Bagrodia

ASIA PLATEAU, t h e  MRA t r a i n i n g  c e n t r e
in  Panchgani ,  I n d i a ,  w a s  b u s t l i n g  w i t h
a c t i v i t y  f r o m  J a n u a r y  4 t h  t o  F e b r u a r y
15th. T h e  reason  was t h e  t r a i n i n g  course
"Equipping o n e s e l f  f o r  a  l i f e t i m e " ,
which b r o u g h t  t o g e t h e r  3 5  y o u n g  p e o p l e
from 2 1  c o u n t r i e s  s p r e a d  a c r o s s  a l l  t h e
cont inents  ( e x c e p t  A n t a r t i c a ,  b e c a u s e
Penguins were  n o t  e l i g i b l e  ) .

The c o u r s e  c u r r i c u l u m  was  a  b l e n d  o f
informat ion,  e d u c a t i o n  a n d
enterta inment .  O n e  o f  t h e  a ims  l i s t e d  i n
the b r o c h u r e  w a s  " t o  l e a r n  t o
understand, a p p r e c i a t e  a n d  c r e a t e
working p a r t n e r s h i p s  f o r  l i f e  b e t w e e n
people o f  d i f f e r e n t  c o m m u n i t i e s ,
cu l tures  a n d  c o u n t r i e s " .  T h e  programme
succeeded i n  e s t a b l i s h i n g  e n d u r i n g
f r iendsh ips  a m o n g s t  t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s ,
who came f r o m  such d i v e r s e  backgrounds.

The i n n e r -development s e s s i o n s  brought
out t h e  " v a l u e  o f  v a l u e s "  i n  l i f e ,  o f
f a i t h ,  commitment  a n d  m o r a l  s t a n d a r d s .
V i s i t i n g  s p e a k e r s  focussed  a t t e n t i o n  o n
issues s u c h  a s  a d d i c t i o n s ,  l e a d e r s h i p ,
bridge- b u i l d i n g  a n d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l
r e l a t i o n s .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e r e  were  t a l k s
on J a i n i s m ,  I s l a m ,  V e d a n t a  a n d
meditat ion.  T h e  founder  a n d  P r e s i d e n t  o f
The S p a s t i c s  S o c i e t y  o f  I n d i a ,  M i t h u
A l l u r,  s h a r e d  h e r  v i s i o n  o f  a  c a r i n g
socie ty.

One t o  o n e  s e s s i o n s  p r o v i d e d  a n
opportuni ty  t o  e v a l u a t e  o n e ' s  l i f e .  W e
g r e a t l y  e n j o y e d  t h e  d r a m a  w o r k s h o p s
whi le  t h e  m u s i c  c l a s s e s  e n a b l e d  u s  t o
lea rn  1 1  s o n g s  i n  9  l a n g u a g e s .  O u r
knowledge o f  d i f f e r e n t  c o u n t r i e s  w a s
put t o  t h e  t e s t  d u r i n g  t h e  p r e s e n t a t i o n s
by e a c h  o f  t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  a b o u t  t h e i r
own c o u n t r i e s .  I t  w a s  a  c h a n c e  t o
understand o u r  w o r l d  b e t t e r ,  t o
understand t h e  c o m m o n  d i l e m m a s  o f
var ious c o u n t r i e s .

Sports and  games, g a r d e n i n g  and f i e l d -
work, m e a l  s e r v i c e  and  d i s h -washing, a l l
these c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  b u i l d i n g  o f  t h e
team- s p i r i t .  P r a y e r s ,  s l i d e s ,  f i l m s ,
assignments, w a l k s ,  o u t i n g s  and  c u l t u r a l
programmes w e r e  a n  i n t e g r a l  p a r t  o f  t h e
schedule. T h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  were  a b l e  t o
d isp lay  t h e i r  c r e a t i v e  s k i l l s  t h r o u g h  a
c r e a t i v e - e v e n i n g ' .  T h e y  c o u l d  i n t e r a c t
with d e l e g a t e s  o f  a n  i n d u s t r i a l  s e m i n a r
and l a t e r  w i t h  m a n y  s t u d e n t s  o f
Panchgani schools .

We s t a y e d  o v e r n i g h t  i n  a  n e a r b y
v i l l a g e  a n d  w e r e  s t r u c k  b y  t h e
s i m p l i c i t y  a n d  h o s p i t a l i t y  o f  t h e  r u r a l
fo lk .  W e  a l s o  v i s i t e d  t h e  Pune p l a n t  o f
TELCO, I n d i a ' s  l a r g e s t  m a n f a c t u r e r  o f
commercial v e h i c l e s .

The m o s t  m e m o r a b l e  e x p e r i e n c e ,
however, w a s  t h e  f i v e - d a y  v i s i t  t o  S u r a t
and Va l s a d  d i s t r i c t s  o f  t h e  p r o v i n c e  o f
Gujarat .  W e  w e r e  g r e a t l y  i n s p i r e d  b y

Equipping oneself with charming techniques

the s i n c e r i t y  and  d e v o t i o n  o f  t h e  peop le
there  w h o  w e r e  t r y i n g  t o  i m p r o v e  t h e
condi t ion  o f  t h e i r  l e s s - p r i v i l e g e d
brethren.  S e v e r a l  r u r a l  development
schemes h a v e  been undertaken,  r e l a t e d  t o
'khadi '  a n d  h a n d i c r a f t s ,  e d u c a t i o n  a n d
teacher- t r a i n i n g ,  h e a l t h  a n d  h o u s i n g  ,
bio-gas and  t r e e - p l a n t a t i o n  and  d r i n k i n g
water f a c i l i t i e s .

The s t a y  i n  I n d i a ,  w i t h  a l l  i t s  s i g h t s
and s o u n d s ,  p r o b l e m s  a n d  c o n t r a s t s ,
c u l t u r e  a n d  h e r i t a g e  w a s  a  u n i q u e
experience f o r  t h e  o v e r s e a s
p a r t i c i p a n t e s .  T h e  s e r e n e  and b e a u t i f u l
surroundings c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  c r e a t i n g  a
b e t t e r  s e n s e  o f  c a r e  f o r  c r e a t i o n .  T h e
message t h a t  w a s  c l e a r l y  c o n v e y e d  w a s
the need  t o  change o u r s e l v e s  f i r s t  i f  we
want a  b e t t e r  t o m o r r o w  f o r  a  b e t t e r
world. R e m a r k a b l e  changes w e r e  n o t i c e d
in t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  d u r i n g  t h e  course.

The programme w a s  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o
look i n  a n d  t o  r e a c h  o u t ;  t o  come t o
gether,  l i v e  t o g e t h e r  a n d  work  t o g e t h e r.
I t  w a s  a n  a t t e m p t  t o  e q u i p  o u r s e l v e s
b e t t e r  t o  f a c e  t h e  c h a l l e n g e s  o f  l i f e
and b e  ins t ruments  o f  change.
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for a life time
by Andrew Smith

Epan8 oDsI ateJ3

A L A N D  O F  V A S T  CONTRASTS, c o l o u r ,
beauty,  s m e l l s ,  a n d  f u l l  o f  p e o p l e ,
I n d i a  a f f e c t e d  a l l  o u r  h e a r t s  i n  a
p ro found  w a y .  G e t t i n g  t o  k n o w  I n d i a
s t a r t e d  o f f  i n  A s i a  P l a t e a u ,  w h e r e  w e
he lped  t o  r u n  a n  M R A  I n d u s t r i a l
conference.  T h i s  w a s  a  c h a n c e  t o  m e e t
o r d i n a r y  p e o p l e  f r o m  a l l  o v e r  t h e  s u b -
c o n t i n e n t  o f  I n d i a .  O n  o n e  o c c a s i o n  w e
v i s i t e d  t h e  l o c a l  I n d i a n  v i l l a g e ,
Dandeghar, a n d  s l e p t  a t e  a n d  w o r k e d  w i t h
the  v i l l a g e r s .  W e  w e r e  w e l c o m e d  i n t o
t h e i r  h o m e s  w i t h  w o n d e r f u l  h o s p i t a l i t y ,
t hey  g a v e  u s  t h e  b e s t  t h e y  had.  I t  w a s  a
g rea t  e x p e r i e n c e ;  t h e  g r o u p  I  w a s  w i t h
shared a  r o o m  w i t h  a  b u f f a l o !  W e  a l s o
encounte red  v a r i o u s  I n d i a n  i n s e c t s ,  w h o
h a p p i l y  b i t  u s  a l l  n i g h t  l o n g .

One w e e k  o f  t h e  c o u r s e  w a s  s e t  a s i d e
f o r  a  t r i p  t o  t h e  h i l l  v i l l a g e s  o f
Gu ja ra t  -  a  t r i p  w h i c h  r e q u i r e s  a  2 0
hour J o u r n e y  b y  b u s .  H e r e  t h e  r e a l i t y  o f
I n d i a  w a s  s e e n .  W e  e x p e r i e n c e d
t r a d i t i o n a l  I n d i a n  d a n c i n g  a n d  m u s i c ,
a t e  s i m p l e  I n d i a n  v e g e t a r i a n  m e a l s  a n d
saw n o t  o n l y  t h e  g r e a t  p r o b l e m s  a n d  t h e
p o v e r t y,  b u t  a l s o  t h e  d i g n i t y ,  s p i r i t
and f a i t h  o f  I n d i a n s .  T h i s  w a s  a  r e a l
e d u c a t i o n  f o r  a l l  o n  t h e  c o u r s e ,
e s p e c i a l l y  t h o s e  f r o m  r i c h  c o u n t r i e s .

For  me p e r s o n a l l y  i t  w a s  a  s h o c k ;  w h e n
I  s a w  t h e s e  v i l l a g e r s  w h o  e n d u r e  b a c k -
b r e a k i n g  w o r k  J u s t  t o  s t a y .  a l i v e ,  I
r e a l i s e d  t h a t  G o d  h a d  g i v e n  m e  g r e a t
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  a n d  g i f t s .  I  s a w  c l e a r l y
how t e r r i b l y  u n f a i r  i t  w o u l d  b e  t o  t h e s e

v i l l a  e r s  f o r  m e  n o t  t o  u s e  m y  t a l e n t s
and g i f t s  e f f e c t i v e l y  f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f
t he  w o r l d  -  I  r e a l i s e d  I  h a d  a  d u t y  t o
these  I n d i a n s .

I n  G u j a r a t  w e  a l s o  s t a y e d  a t  a
r e l i g i o u s  c e n t r e  b a s e d  o n  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s
o f  G a n d h i ,  a  p l a c e  w h e r e  t h e r e  w e r e  men
who h a d  m e t  G a n d h i  a n d  c o n t i n u e d  h i s
work. T h e  c e n t r e  t r a i n e d  y o u n g  I n d i a n s
i n  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  L o v e ,  T r u t h  a n d
Compassion -  v e r y  s i m i l a r  t o  MRA! F r o m
t h i s  b a s e  m a n y  s c h e m e s  a i m e d  a t
i m p r o v i n g  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  l i f e  i n  I n d i a
were v i s i t e d ,  i n c l u d i n g  p r o g r a m m e s  o f
hous ing  i m p r o v e m e n t ,  t h e  s e t t i n g  u p  o f
l o c a l  c r a f t  i n d u s t r i e s  a n d  t h e
p r o d u c t i o n  o f  e l e c t r i c i t y  f r o m  m a n u r e .
We s a w  c l e a r l y  w h a t  c o u l d  b e  d o n e
p r a c t i c a l l y  t o  h e l p .

The c o u r s e  w a s  a  g r e a t  s u c c e s s  a n d  w e
as p a r t i c i p a n t s  b e n e f i t e d  g r e a t l y  f r o m
i t .  O n e  y o u n  m a n  s a i d ,  " W e  o p e n e d  o u r
h e a r t s  h o n e s t l y  t o  o t h e r s  a n d  t o o k  i n
a l l  n e w  i d e a s  a v i d l y  a s  w e  w e r e  g i v e n  a
r e a l  v i s i o n  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e . "  O n e  y o u n g
I n d i a n  w r o t e  i n  h i s  a s s e s s m e n t  o f  t h e
course,  " W h a t  I  h a d  b e e n  d o i n g  b e f o r e
was s o m e t h i n g  t o o  s h a l l o w  t o  b r i n g  J o y.
The t h o u g h t  o f  m a n ' s  f u t i l i t y  i n  a l l  h e
d i d  a n d  a  d e e p  s e n s e  o f  p u r p o s e l e s s n e s s
had l o d g e d  i n  m e .  T h i s  c o u r s e  h a s
brought  a  s t o r m  o f  c h a n g e  i n t o  my  w o r l d
and i n s t i l l e d  p u r p o s e  i n t o  m y
e x i s t e n c e . "

le5E?1 11.1Ef ,c tqd

'at:: nsi a bus to Gujarat 9



Lag down pour dreams
bj Rachel

CONTROL. I T  I S  A  MAJOR d i s e a s e  o f
western w o r l d ;  t o  p l a n ,  t o  m o u l d
fu tu re ,  t o  m a k e  t h e  w o r l d  ' s a f e ' ;
p red ic t ,  c o n t a i n ,  i n f l u e n c e .

We a l s o  t r y  t o  c o n t r o l  God -  t o  l i m i t
His a b i l i t y  t o  make a  d i f f e r e n c e .  W e  h a v e
d i f f i c u l t y  i n  i m a g i n i n g  w h a t  w e  h a v e  n o t
a l ready p e r s o n a l l y  encountered,  s o  w e  s e e k
to  b u i l d  i n t o  o u r  p l a n s  t h i n g s  w h i c h  w e
know.

the
the

to

The s a y i n g  " b e t t e r  t h e  d e v i l  y o u  k n o w
than t h e  d e v i l  y o u  d o n ' t , "  r e a l l y  sums t h i s
up -  h u m a n s  b e i n g s  a r e  r e s i s t a n t  t o
change, r e s i s t a n t  t o  t h e  i d e a  o f  b e i n g  o r
doing someth ing  o t h e r  t h a n  wha t  t h e y  know,
even i f  w h a t  t h e y  know i s ,  q u i t e  l i t e r a l l y ,
he l l .  E v e n  t h o u g h  I  s u s p e c t  t h a t  d e e p
w i t h i n  u s  w e  a l l  c o n t a i n  a n  i n k l i n g  o f  t h e
idea t h a t  i t  i s  i n d e e d  " v a r i e t y  w h i c h  i s
the s p i c e  o f  l i f e " ,  w e  f e e l  a f r a i d  t o
launch o u t  i n t o  t h e  unknown.

Fear i s ,  I  t h i n k ,  t h e  g r e a t e s t ,  p e r h a p s
the o n l y,  t o o l  o f  t h e  d e v i l .  W i t h  i t  h e  c a n
whisper t o  u s  t h a t  t h e  r o u g h  d e a l  w e  a r e
exper iencing i s  a l l  w e  a r e  l i k e l y  t o  g e t .
( "Bet ter  s t i c k  w i t h  i t ,  t h i n g s  c o u l d  b e
worse..."), t h a t  i t  i s  b e t t e r  t o  b e  s a f e .

The w o r s t  t h i n g  abou t  s e e k i n g  t o  c o n t r o l
i s  t h a t  w e  d i e ,  g r a d u a l l y,  i n s i d e .  A l l  t h e
excitement, f r e s h n e s s ,  s p a r k l e  o f  l i f e  e b b s
away, a n d  i s  r e p l a c e d  b y  a  s e n s e  o f
comfor tab le m e d i o c r i t y .  O n e  b y  o n e ,  w e
bu i l d  a r o u n d  u s  a  s e r i e s  o f  c u s h i o n s ,
which w e  u s e  a s  excuses  f o r  n o t  chang ing .
Then whenever  w e  h e a r  God c h a l l e n g i n g  u s ,
we t r o t  t h e m  o u t .  J e s u s  h e a r d  t h e m  a l l :
' I 've J u s t  g o t  m a r r i e d ,  y o u  c a n ' t  e x p e c t  m e
to change  m y  r o u t i n e  J u s t  n o w ' ;  ' I ' v e  J u s t
bought a  f i e l d ,  a n d  I  c a n n o t  come'.  A n d  s o
i t  goes  on.

Gradual ly,  w e  persuade  o u r s e l v e s  a s  b e s t
as w e  a r e  a b l e ,  t h a t  i t ' s  n o r m a l  t o  b e
safe. Everyone  d o e s  i t .  We p l a n  o u r  f u t u r e
-  o u r  J o b s ,  o u r  h o l i d a y s ,  o u r  r e t i r e m e n t !
I t ' s  a l l  mapped o u t ,  f r o m  b e g i n n i n g  t o  end,
a s e r i e s  o f  d o t s  o n  t h e  p a g e ,  w h i c h  w e
c a r e f u l l y  J o i n  up .  B u t  i n s i d e ,  w e  know when
we a r e  behav ing  l i k e  a  coward;  t e m p t e d  a n d
then to rmen ted ,  w e  c l i n g  t o  t h e  s a f e t y  o f
what w e  know

What s t r i k e s  m e  a b o u t  a l l  t h i s  s a f e t y
and s e c u r i t y ,  t h i s  c a r e f u l  d o t t i n g  o f  i ' s
and c r o s s i n g  o f  t ' s  o n  t h e  c h a r t  o f  l i f e ,
is  t h a t  i t  i s  t h e  o p p o s i t e  o f  God's way.  I f
we p l a n  s o  c a r e f u l l y  ou rse l ves ,  w e  h a v e  n o

Charrett
room f o r  G o d ' s  g e n e r o s i t y .  S u r e l y ,  H i s
v4sion o f  m y  t o m o r r o w  i s  v a s t e r  a n d  m o r e
e x c i t i n g  b y  f a r  t h a n  m i n e !  I f  I  h a v e
tomorrow n e a t l y  p a c k a g e d  b e f o r e  I  h a v e
even f i n i s h e d  t o d a y ,  c a n  I  m e e t  G o d
unawares? O f  c o u r s e  I  c a n ,  b u t  I  t h i n k
tha t  w e  l i m i t  H i s  i n f l u e n c e  s i m p l y  b y  o u r
s t a t e  o f  mind.

Cartoons; Rachel Charrett

In r e s i s t i n g  change,  w h a t  i s  i t  t h a t  w e
are r e a l l y  say i ng?  God made u s  w i t h  a  need
f o r  l o v e  a n d  s e c u r i t y ,  b u t  H e  i n t e n d e d  u s
to  f i n d  t h e s e  i n  Him, a n d  n o t  i n  t h e  w o r l d
around u s ,  o r  t h r o u g h  o t h e r  p e o p l e .  When
we t r y  t o  d o  t h a t ,  w e  f i n d  a l l  t h e  t h i n g s
which w e  t h o u g h t  w o u l d  s a t i s f y  u s  a r e
empty and  h o l l o w.

We a r e  m i s s i n g  t h e  p o i n t .  L i f e  i s  a
Journey. A t  n o  t i m e  s h o u l d  w e  s t o p
t r a v e l l i n g .  T o  i m a g i n e  t h a t  a  s e t  o f
circumstances, o r  a  p o s s e s s i o n ,  o r  a
person, i s  g o i n g  t o  b r i n g  u s  t r u e
happiness o r  s a t i s f a c t i o n ,  i s  t o  s a y  t h a t
we w a n t  t o  s t o p  moving.  O f  cou rse ,  w e  c a n
do t h a t .  B u t  l i f e  i s  f o r  l i v i n g ,  G o d
intends u s  t o  w a l k .  A n d  a s  w e  w a l k  w e
learn more o f  Him.

So m u c h  e f f o r t  i s  s p e n t  t r y i n g  t o
con t ro l  o u r s e l v e s ,  o u r  f a m i l y ,  o u r  f r i e n d s ,
our  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  s o  t h a t  t h e y  w i l l ,
between them, a d d  u p  t o  a  whole.

For God t o  b e  a b l e  t o  b r e a k  i n ,  w e  need
to  b e  e x p e c t i n g  t h e  unexpected, l o o k i n g  f o r
a c h a l l e n g e ,  l i s t e n i n g  f o r  a  w h i s p e r  o f
t r u th .  I  h a v e  e x p e r i e n c e d  d a y s  w h e n  l i f e
and l o v e  s e e m e d  t o  b u r s t  f o r t h  f r o m
around e v e r y  c o r n e r,  a n d  f i l l  m e  w i t h  God's
presence.

The g r e a t e s t  t h i n g  i s  t h a t  l i f e  l i v e d
'expect ing t h e  unexpec ted '  i s  f u n ! !  I t  i s  a
r o l l e r - c o a s t e r  a d v e n t u r e ,  n e v e r  d u l l ,
always c h a l l e n g i n g .  I t  l i v e s  u p  t o  G o d ' s
w i l des t  dreams, n o t  J u s t  o u r  own.

I f  I  s e e k  t o  know t h e  f u t u r e  b e f o r e  i t
i s  g i v e n  t o  m e ,  I  s u r e l y  e x p r e s s  m y

„ s • • • • •
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d i s t r u s t  o f  God. What  a  shame i t  w o u l d  b e
i f ,  b e f o r e  e v e r y  B i r t h d a y  o r  C h r i s t m a s
ce lebra t ion,  w e  a l l  k n e w  e x a c t l y  w h a t  w e
were t o  b e  g i ven .  A l l  t h e  f u n  w o u l d  g o  o u t
o f  t h e  r e c e i v i n g ,  b u t  a l s o  o u t  o f  t h e
g i v ing !  I  a m  conv inced  t h a t  G o d  w a n t s  t o
su rp r i se  u s  w i t h  H i s  g e n e r o s i t y  -  l e a v e  u s
amazed a t  H i s  e x t r a v a g a n c e ,  a n d  c e r t a i n
tha t  t h e s e  g i f t s  c o m e  f r o m  H i m ,  a n d  a r e
not o f  o u r  making.

I  wonder  i f  e v e n  when  w e  p r a y,  w e  s e e k
to c o n t r o l  God: "P lease  d o  t h i s , "  " p l ease  d o
tha t , "  " p l e a s e  b l e s s  s o  a n d  s o , "  " p l e a s e
help." Pe rhaps  G o d  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  s u r p r i s e
us a l s o  i n  o u r  p r a y e r s .  I  t h i n k  i n s t e a d
tha t  God s i m p l y  l o n g s  f o r  u s  t o  spend t i m e
wi th  Him, t o  g e t  t o  know Him. A  f r i e n d
and I  w e r e  o n c e  i n  a  r e s t a u r a n t  i n  France.
She o r d e r e d  i c e - c r e a m ,  a n d  a s k e d  t h e
wa i t ress  f o r  t w o  f l a v o u r s ,  a n d  s h e  g o t
them. W h a t  m a d e  h e r  m a d  w a s  t h e  t h o u g h t
tha t  i f  s h e  h a d n ' t  a s k e d ,  h a d n ' t  l i m i t e d
the c h o i c e  t o  h e r  own,  s h e  w o u l d  h a v e  g o t
a l l  f i v e  f l a v o u r s !  I  t h i n k  i t  i s  r a t h e r  l i k e
tha t  w i t h  God -  i f  w e  a s k  Him f o r  o u r  own
wishes, m a y b e  w e ' l l  b e  g i v e n  t h e m  -  b u t
maybe w e  c o u l d  h a v e  r e c e i v e d  much more  i f
we hadn ' t  g i v e n  God o u r  own s p e c i f i c a t i o n s
f o r  t h e  f u t u r e !

Psalm 3 7  says ,

"Del ight  y o u r s e l f  i n  t h e  L o r d ,  a n d  h e
w i l l  g i v e  y o u  t h e  d e s i r e s  o f  y o u r  h e a r t . "

I  u s e d  t o  t h i n k  t h a t  i f  o n l y  I  c o u l d  d o
the f i r s t  b i t  -  a  s p o t  o f  d e l i g h t i n g ,  God
would d o l e  o u t  w h a t e v e r  I  m o s t  wan ted .  A
s o r t  o f  q u i d  p r o  q u o  ar rangement  w i t h  t h e
Almighty.  B u t  I  t h i n k  t h i s  i s  m e a n t  i n  a
d i f f e r e n t  w a y.  M a k e  God y o u r  s o l e  d e s i r e .
Long f o r  Him, f o r  H i s  presence,  t o  b e  w i t h
Him. Psalm 42 :

"As t h e  d e e r  p a n t s  f o r  t h e  s t r e a m s  o f
water,  s o  my  s o u l  p a n t s  f o r  you ,  0  God. M y
sou l  t h i r s t s  f o r  God,  f o r  t h e  l i v i n g  God.
When can  I  g o  and  meet  w i t h  God?"

Then, s a y s  t h e  p s a l m i s t ,  h e  w i l l  g i v e  y o u
the d e s i r e s  o f  y o u r  h e a r t .  Y o u  w i l l  l i v e
the t h i n g s  h e  w a n t s  t o  g i v e  y o u ,  b e c a u s e
He w i l l  h a v e  p r e p a r e d  y o u r  h e a r t .  T h e
th ings  I  w a n t  a r e  t h e  same a s  t h e  t h i n g s
God wants ,  a n d  He l e t s  me e n j o y  them.

The c o s t ?  Q u i t e  s i m p l y ,  t o  g i v e  G o d
complete c o n t r o l  o f  y o u r  l i f e .  T o  r e s c i n d
any r i g h t s  t o  any th ing .  C h r i s t  i s  t h e  g r e a t

I  A M .  I  A M  n o t  i n  t h e  p a s t ,  o r  i n  t h e
fu tu re ,  b u t  I  A M  i n  t o d a y .  S e a r c h  f o r
Chr is t  i n  t h e  p r e s e n t ,  a n d  H e  w i l l
overwhelm y o u .  Search  f o r  H im i n  t h e  p a s t ,
o r  i n  t h e  f u t u r e ,  a n d  y o u  w i l l  m i s s  h a v i n g
a wha le  o f  a  t i m e  t o d a y.

The c o s t ?  T o  s t o p  s e e i n g  t h e  c h a n g i n g
pa t te rns  o f  l i f e  a s  e n d s  i n  t h e m s e l v e s ,
but r a t h e r  a s  t h e  means  t o  a n  e n d ;  t h e
means o f  f i n d i n g  C h r i s t ,  w h o  i s  t h e  A l p h a
and t h e  Omega, my  beg inn ing  and  my end.

Satan t e l l s  u s  t h a t  i t  i s  f o o l i s h  t o
g ive  u p  o u r  l i v e s  t o  God. H o w  c a n  H e  b e
t rus ted?  A f t e r  a l l ,  y o u  d o n ' t  k n o w  w h a t
He ' l l  g i v e  y o u  t o m o r r o w  -  i t  m i g h t  b e
r e a l l y  a w f u l .

I t  i s  n o t  e a s y  t o  g i v e  u p  o u r  ' c l a i m s ' .
I t  c o s t s .  T h e  t h i n g  t o  r e c a l l  w h e n  i t  i s
hardest t o  d o ,  w h e n  f e a r  i s  r i s i n g  w i t h i n
us, a n d  S a t a n  i s  g i v i n g  h i s  a l l ,  i s  t h a t
those who  have,  a t  l e a s t  i n  p a r t  succeeded,
shine w i t h  a  l i g h t  a n d  j o y  t h a t  I  n e v e r
see o n  t h o s e  who have n o t .

In C . S . L e w i s '  " P e r e l a n d r a " ,  S a t a n  h a s
t r i e d  t o  t e m p t  t h e  n e w l y  c r e a t e d  Q u e e n
from b r e a k i n g  G o d ' s  o n l y  commandment t o
her -  n o t  t o  s l e e p  o n  t h e  f i x e d  l a n d ,  b u t
on t h e  f l o a t i n g  i s l a n d s .  When t h e  b a t t l e  i s
over and  v i c t o r y  i s  won, s h e  says:

"The r e a s o n  f o r  n o t  y e t  l i v i n g  o n  t h e
f ixed  l a n d  i s  n o w  s o  p l a i n .  H o w  c o u l d  I
wish t o  l i v e  t h e r e  e x c e p t  b e c a u s e  i t  w a s
f ixed? A n d  w h y  s h o u l d  I  d e s i r e  t h e  f i x e d
except t o  make s u r e  -  t o  b e  a b l e  o n  o n e
day t o  command where  I  s h o u l d  b e  t h e  n e x t
and w h a t  s h o u l d  happen  t o  me? i t  w a s  t o
re j ec t  t h e  wave -  t o  d r a w  my  hands o u t  o f
Ma le l d i l ' s  [God's], t o  s a y  t o  h im,  ' N o t  t h u s ,
but t h u s '  -  t o  p u t  i n  o u r  own  p o w e r  w h a t
t imes s h o u l d  r o l l  t o w a r d s  u s . . .  a s  i f  y o u
gathered f r u i t s  t o g e t h e r  t o d a y  f o r
tomorrow's e a t i n g  i n s t e a d  o f  t a k i n g  w h a t
came. T h a t  w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  c o l d  l o v e  a n d
feeble  t r u s t . "

Always, G o d  a s k s  u s  t o  b e  p r e p a r e d  t o
love e v e r y t h i n g  f o r  H i m ,  t o  l e a p  o f f
p rec ip ices  a n d  t r u s t  t o  H i m  t o  c a t c h  u s
and b e a r  u s  u p  o n  t h e  w i n g s  o f  eag les .  S i n
i s  s i m p l y  t o  f a i l  t o  l i v e  a n d  l i v e
abundant ly,  a s  J e s u s  s a i d  w e  o u g h t .  T h e r e
are n o  g u a r a n t e e s ,  n o  a s s u r a n c e s ,  o t h e r
than t h a t  H e  w i l l  n e v e r  l e a v e  u s ,  n e v e r
forsake u s .  I n  t h e  e n d  a l l  o t h e r
assurances a r e  wo r th l ess .
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Latin American meet
by Marta Castel!'

"Team-work  a n d  A c t i o n "  w a s  t h e  c e n t r a l
idea o f  a  L a t i n  Amer i can  g a t h e r i n g  t a k i n g
place i n  P e t r o p o l i s ,  a  B r a z i l i a n  t o w n  60km
from R i o  d e  Jane i ro .

The S i t i o  S a o  L u i z  ( t h e  MRA c e n t r e  i n
Braz i l )  r e c e i v e d  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  f r o m  t h e
USA, M e x i c o ,  C o s t a  R i c a ,  E l  S a l v a d o r ,
Guatemala, B r a z i l ,  A r g e n t i n a ,  U r u g u a y  a n d
some E u r o p e a n s  w h o  h a v e  l i v e d  o n  t h i s
cont inent  f o r  many years .

The o p e n i n g  s e s s i o n  p resen ted  u s  w i t h  a
challenge: k n o w  e a c h  o t h e r  b e t t e r  t o  f o r m
a u n i t e d  g r o u p  and t h u s  a n  e f f i c i e n t  t e a m .

What c a n  I  d o ?  W h a t  p r e v e n t s  m e  f r o m
f i g h t i n g  f r e e l y ?  T h e s e  q u e s t i o n s  p rovoked
many answers.  I n  a n y  s i t u a t i o n  each o f  u s
has a  p a r t  t o  p l a y.  W e  c o u l d  s e e  c l e a r l y ,
i f  o n l y  w e  w o u l d  c h o o s e  a  l i f e s t y l e  t h a t
would make  u s  a  u s e f u l  t o o l  f o r  G o d  t o
use a t  H i s  w i l l .  I t  i s  a  f r i g h t e n i n g
thought t o  a c c e p t  b e c a u s e  i t  i m p l i e s  a n
enormous r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  A p a r t  f r o m  f e a r
there a r e  o t h e r  n o i s e s  t h a t  s i l e n c e  t h e
inner  v o i c e  c a l l i n g  u s :  p r i d e ,  m a t e r i a l i s m ,
greed, l a z i n e s s ,  i n s e c u r i t y . . .  H o w  t o  b e a t
them? M a k e  G o d  t h e  c e n t r e  a n d  g o a l  o f
our l i v e s ,  l i s t e n  t o  wha t  H e  a s k s  u s  t o  d o
and t h e n  DO I T !

A view over
Rio de Janeiro

Nothing i s  l e s s  c o n v i n c i n g  t h a n  someone
saying s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  h e  d o e s  n o t  r e a l l y
bel ieve. To  b e  a b l e  t o  t r a n s m i t  t h e  i d e a  o f
MRA, w e  have  g o t  t o  l i v e  i t  a n d  s o  t e s t i f y
t o  i t  w i t h  o u r  a c t i o n s .  Te s t i m o n y  i n c l u d e s
shar ing, h o n e s t l y  a n d  w i t h o u t  f e a r  o u r  own
experiences o f  change .  B e  t h e y  s i m p l e  o r
exemplary, w e  n e v e r  know how f a r  t h e y  c a n
reach, h o w  m u c h  t h e y  c a n  t o u c h  somebody
e lse 's  h e a r t .  I t  i s  a l w a y s  a  g r e a t  h e l p  t o
know t h a t  y o u  a r e  n o t  t h e  o n l y  one.

La t in  A m e r i c a n  e c o n o m i c  a n d  m i l i t a r y
s i t u a t i o n s  was  a n o t h e r  o f  t h e  main  t o p i c s .

D i f f e r e n t  c o u n t r i e s  a r e  g o i n g  t h r o u g h
s i m i l a r  c r i s e s :  l o w  l e v e l s  o f  emp loyment
and p r o d u c t i o n ;  h e a v y  e x t e r n a l  d e b t s  w h i c h
cause a n  o u t w a r d  f l o w  o f  r e s o u r c e s ;
i n t e r n a l  d e b t s  w h i c h  r e q u i r e  t h e
product ion o f  m o n e y  a n d  t h e  i n e v i t a b l e
r i s e  i n  i n f l a t i o n .  P o v e r t y  r a t e s  g r o w
alarming ly.

There i s  a  common r o o t  t o  a l l  o f  t h e s e
problems i n  S o u t h  A m e r i c a n  c o u n t r i e s :
i n f l a t i o n  ( e x h a u s t i n g  e c o n o m i c  e n e r g i e s ) ,
s ta t i sm ( t o o  many s t a t e  owned e n t e r p r i s e s
that  a r e  i n e f f i c i e n t ) ,  c o r r u p t i o n  ( w h i c h
needs a  m o r a l  r e a c t i o n )  a n d  m o n o p o l i e s
(which f o r c e  u p  p r i c e s ) .  T o  m a k e  o u r
economies w o r k  w e  m u s t  f i r s t  s o l v e  t h e s e
problems.

As f o r  t h e  m i l i t a r y ,  i t  h a s  b e e n  a
repeated s t o r y :  t h e  m i l i t a r y  t a k e - o v e r  o f  a
government f o l l o w e d  b y  a  v i o l e n t  r e a c t i o n
from t h e  l e f t .  T h e  A r m y ' s  e x c u s e  i s  t h a t
they m u s t  b r i n g  o r d e r ;  t h e  g u e r i l l a s '  i s  t o
f ree t h e  p e o p l e  f r o m  e x p l o i t a t i o n .  T h e n
c i v i l  wa r,  h a t e  and  d i v i s i o n  come i n .

MRA g r o u p s  f r o m  C e n t r a l  A m e r i c a  h a v e
begun a  s e r i e s  o f  m e e t i n g s ,  w i t h  p e o p l e

from b o t h  s i d e s ,  t o  t r y  t o  n a r r o w  t h e  g a p
between t h e s e  t w o  g roups  o f  t h e i r  s o c i e t y.

The r o l e  o f  Yo u t h  w a s  a n o t h e r  i s s u e .  We
discovered t h a t  o u r  p r o b l e m s  k n o w  n o
borders. A l l  o v e r  t h e  w o r l d ,  y o u t h  means
s t reng th ,  e n e r g y,  f r e s h n e s s  a n d  i n i t i a t i v e ,
but a l s o  i m p a t i e n c e ,  v o l u b i l i t y  a n d
rebe l l iousness.  I f  t h e  e n e r g i e s  o f  t h e
young a r e  n o t  c h a n n e l l e d  c o r r e c t l y ,  i f
young p e o p l e  d o  n o t  f i n d  a  way  t o  exp ress
themselves i n  a n  a d u l t  w o r l d ,  t h e n  t h o s e
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energies c a n  v e r y  e a s i l y  l e a d  t o  d r u g s ,
alcohol,  c r ime. . . .

Try ing  t o  become t h e  m o d e l s  s o c i e t y
wants u s  t o  become c a n  c r e a t e  b i t t e r n e s s
in o u r s e l v e s  a n d  o u r  f a m i l i e s .  T h e  n e e d
to b e l o n g  c a n  d r o w n  u s .  W e  w a n t  t h i s  o r
that  because  s o c i e t y  s a y s  t h a t  w e  s h o u l d ;
g i r l s  h a v e  t o  b e  t h i n ;  g u y s  h a v e  t o  h a v e
e i t he r  v e r y  l o n g  o r  v e r y  s h o r t  h a i r ,  e t c .
etc.... Money becomes t h e  u l t i m a t e  w i s h  a n d
master. L e t ' s  h e l p  y o u n g  p e o p l e  i n  o u r
count r ies  ( I  am  2 1  y e a r s  o l d  s o  I  i n c l u d e
myself),  t o  d a r e  t o  b e  w h a t  t h e y  a r e ,
w i thou t  a n y  masks.

This mee t i ng  h a s  been v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  f o r
me. W e ,  A r g e n t i n i a n s  h a v e  a l w a y s  l o o k e d
up t o  E u r o p e  a n d  t h a t  m a d e  u s  c o n s d e r
ours lves a s  n o t  b e i n g  S o u t h  Amer icans  ( w e
were b e t t e r ) ,  a n d  s o  l o o k e d  d o w n  o n  t h e
other  A m e r i c a n  c o u n t r i e s .  W e l l ,  m e e t i n g
a l l  t h e s e  p e o p l e  f r o m  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e
cont inent ,  s h o w e d  m e  t h a t  I  s t i l l  h a v e  a
great  d e a l  t o  l e a r n .  F i r s t  o f  a l l ,  n e v e r
to d e n y  y o u r  r o o t s  a n d  y o u r  k i n d  because
then y o u  l o s e  y o u r  i d e n t i t y .  Y o u  have  g o t
to know whe re  y o u  come f r o m  t o  b e  a b l e  t o
know where  y o u  a r e  g o i n g  to . . . .

The right perspectiue
by Marta CasteIli

Sightseeing i n  R i o  d e  J a n e i r o  t h i s
January, w e  a r r i v e d  a t  M o u n t  Co rcovado ,
where a  huge  s t a t u e  o f  Jesus  ove r l ooks  t h e
c i t y.  A s  i t  i s  a  v e r y  h i g h  p lace ,  i t  h a s  a
magni f icent  v i e w :  t h e  Sugar  Loa f ,  Guanabara
Bay, t h e  beaches, t h e  b u i l d i n g s ,  e v e r y t h i n g .

Half  a n  h o u r  b e f o r e ,  w e  had  been d r i v i n g
through t h e  c i t y  and  e v e r y t h i n g  had  l o o k e d
so b i g ,  n o i s y  a n d  overwhelming.  B u t  f r o m
that h e i g h t ,  i t  seemed t i n y  a n d  t i d y ;  y o u
could g r a s p  i t  a l l  i n  a  g lance.

I t  came t o  me t h a t  w e  c o u l d  d o  t h e  same
wi th  o u r  prob lems and  d a i l y  preoccupat ions.
Sometimes w h e n  w e  a r e  i m m e r s e d  i n  o u r
worr ies,  i t  l o o k s  a s  i f  w e  w i l l  n e v e r  s e e
the e n d  o f  them;  t h e y  s u f f o c a t e  o u r  f a i t h ,
our c a p a c i t y  f o r  c r e a t i o n .  B u t  i f  w e  t r y
to e l e v a t e  o u r  s o u l s  t o  G o d ,  t h r o u g h
guidance a n d  q u i e t  t i m e s ,  w e  w i l l  b e  a b l e
to g e t  t h i n g s  i n t o  t h e  r i g h t  p e r s p e c t i v e .
And we  w i l l  s e e  t h a t  o u r  t r o u b l e s  w e r e  n o t
so d i f f i c u l t  a f t e r  a l l .

Let u s  p r a y  t h a t  G o d  w i l l  b e  o u r
mountain s o  t h a t  w e  c a n  s e e  t h e  w o r l d  i n
i t s  r i g h t  s i z e .

Welcoming strangers
by Elizabeth Dunkley

IN A  MAGAZINE I  READ r e c e n t l y  t h e r e  was a n
a r t i c l e  e n t i t l e d :  " M a r t h a  a n d  M a r y  a r e
a l i v e  and  w e l l . "  One o f  t h e  q u e s t i o n s  posed
was: "What  d o e s  i t  r e a l l y  mean t o  open o u r
homes i n  t h e  w a y  M a r t h a  a n d  M a r y  d i d ? "  I t
s t a r t e d  m e  t h i n k i n g  o f  h o w  o u r  home h a s
been u s e d  s i n c e  w e  g o t  m a r r i e d .  I n  t h e
f i r s t  m o n t h  a f t e r  w e  w e r e  m a r r i e d  w e  w e r e
asked i f  w e  c o u l d  p u t  u p  t h e  d a u g h t e r  o f
a f r i e n d ,  i n  o r d e r  t h a t  w e  c o u l d  t a k e  h e r
to a  con fe rence  e a r l y  t h e  n e x t  morn ing .  We
f i r s t  h a d  t o  b u y  b l a n k e t s !  O v e r  t h e  y e a r s
we've h a d  m a i n l y  y o u n g e r  p e o p l e  t o  s t a y ,
sometimes f o r  o n e  n i g h t ,  somet imes  f o r  a s
long a s  a  month,  f r o m  a l l  p a r t s  o f  B r i t a i n
and f r o m  a l l  o v e r  t h e  w o r l d .  T h e y  h a v e
most ly  c o m e  t o  v i s i t  o u r  a r e a  t o  t e l l
people o f  t h e  change  i n  t h e i r  l i v e s  t h a t
has c o m e  t h r o u g h  l i s t e n i n g  t o  t h e  i n n e r
voice o f  God speak ing  t o  them, a n d  obey ing.
They w e r e  m o s t l y  p e o p l e  l i v i n g  b y  f a i t h
who w e r e n ' t  g e t t i n g  p a i d  f o r  w h a t  t h e y
doing.

Sometimes, l i k e  Mar tha ,  I ' v e  f e l t  someone
else o u g h t  t o  d o  t h e  work ,  a n d  when peop le
a r r i v e  I ' v e  f e l t  l i k e  M a r y ,  s i t t i n g  a n d
l i s t e n i n g  t o  w h a t  t h e y ' v e  b e e n  d o i n g  a n d
hear ing w h o  t h e y ' v e  b e e n  m e e t i n g  a n d
having m y  f a i t h  b u i l t  u p .  B e i n g  someone
who f i n d s  i t  d i f f i c u l t  t o  s t a n d  u p  i n  a
meeting a n d  e x p r e s s  m y  f a i t h ,  I  h a v e  been
reminded t h a t  h e r e  i s  some th ing  I  c a n  d o ,
and t h a t  God h a s  meant  u s  t o  u s e  o u r  home
in t h i s  way.

In P e t e r ' s  l e t t e r  h e  w r i t e s ,  "Open  y o u r
homes t o  e a c h  o t h e r  w i t h o u t  c o m p l a i n i n g .
Each o n e  a s  a  g o o d  s t e w a r d  o f  G o d ' s
d i f f e r e n t  g i f t s  m u s t  u s e  f o r  t h e  g o o d  o f
o thers  t h e  s p e c i a l  g i f t  h e  h a s  r e c e i v e d
from G o d , "  a n d  P a u l  w r i t e s  i n  H e b r e w s ,
"Remember t o  w e l c o m e  s t r a n g e r s  i n  y o u r
homes. T h e r e  w e r e  some w h o  d i d  t h a t  a n d
welcomed Ange l s  w i t h o u t  knowing  i t . "

I  l o o k e d  t h r o u g h  o u r  V i s i t o r ' s  Book  a n d
was r e m i n d e d  o f  t h o s e  p e o p l e  f r o m
d i f f e r e n t  c o u n t r i e s  w h o  h a v e  s t a y e d  w i t h
us:- A u s t r a l i a ,  Ba rbados ,  B e l g i u m ,  Canada,
Denmark, G e r m a n y,  H o l l a n d ,  I n d i a ,  J a p a n ,
Jordan, Kenya, Ma lays ia ,  M a l t a ,  New Zealand,
South A f r i c a ,  Sweden, a n d  Zimbabwe.

I remember o n e  man who  was s t a y i n g  w i t h
us w h o  w e n t  t o  a  m e e t i n g  o n e  M o n d a y
morning. H e  l e d  a  v e r y  b u s y  l i f e ,  s o  I
o f fe red  t o  d o  h i s  wash ing .  I t  w a s  s u c h  a
b e a u t i f u l  d a y  t h a t  e v e r y t h i n g  d r i e d  i n
double-qu ick  t i m e .  A f t e r  l u n c h  o u r  g u e s t
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Dawn in Zimbabwe
Photo; David Channer

RHODESIA, OR ZIMBABWE a s  i t  i s  n o w  known,
was o n e  o f  t h e  l a s t  A f r i c a n  c o u n t r i e s  t o
gain i t s  independence.  T h i s  happened a t
midnight,  1 7 - 1 8  A p r i l  1 9 8 0 ,  w h e n  t h e
B r i t i s h  f l a g  w a s  l o w e r e d  a n d  t h e  f l a g  o f
the new independent  Zimbabwe was r a i s e d .

During t h e  ' 5 0 s  a n d  ' 6 0 s  a  w i n d  o f
change b l e w  t h r o u g h  A f r i c a ,  a s  c o u n t r y
a f t e r  c o u n t r y  became f r e e  o f  c o l o n i a l  r u l e
which h a d  b e e n  i n  p l a c e  f o r  a  h u n d r e d
years. B u t  i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  Rhodes ia  t h e r e
was a n  o b s t i n a t e  r e f u s a l ,  o n  t h e  p a r t  o f
the w h i t e  p o p u l a t i o n ,  e v e n  t o  c o n s i d e r
g i v i ng  t h e  b l a c k s  a  g r e a t e r  s h a r e  i n  t h e
government o f  t h e  c o u n t r y.

The B r i t i s h  G o v e r n m e n t  a t t e m p t e d  t o
nego t ia te  a  t r a n s f e r  o f  p o w e r ,  b u t  t h e
newly- e l e c t e d  w h i t e  R h o d e s i a  F r o n t  w e r e
adamant. I a n  S m i t h ,  i t s  l e a d e r ,  s l ammed
the d o o r  o n  B r i t a i n  a n d  m a d e  h i s
U n i l a t e r a l  Dec la ra t i on  o f  Independence.

Meanwhile t h e  b l a c k  n a t i o n a l i s t  movement
was g r o w i n g  f a s t .  T h e  s t r u g g l e  i n t e n -
s i f i e d  a n d  i n  1 9 7 2  i t  e r u p t e d  i n t o
g u e r i l l a  w a r  a n d  c o n t i n u e d  w i t h  i n c r e a s i n g
s u f f e r i n g  f o r  s e v e n  y e a r s ,  d u r i n g  w h i c h
27,500 p e o p l e  w e r e  k i l l e d  a n d  2 7 5 , 0 0 0
wounded.

The p r i o r i t y  w a s  t o  f i n d  w a y s  o f
changing t h e  w h i t e s '  a t t i t u d e s ,  a n d  t o
bu i l d  b r i d g e s  o f  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  b e t w e e n
them a n d  s o m e  o f  t h e  b l a c k  l e a d e r s .  A
formidable t a s k ,  b u t  a  fundamenta l  need.

by Rex Dill]

Lord Soaves, representative
of the British government, with
President Robert Mugabe, (then
Prime Minister) for
Independence Day celebrations

A m a j o r  s t e p  i n  answer i ng  t h i s  n e e d  w a s
a c h a n g e  i n  A l e c  S m i t h ,  s o n  o f  P r i m e
M in i s t e r  I a n  S m i t h .  H e  h a d  h a t e d  a l w a y s
being r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  ' I a n  S m i t h ' s  s o n '  a n d
rebe l led  a g a i n s t  t h i s  l o s s  o f  i d e n t i t y .  H e
had t a k e n  t o  d r u g s ,  b e c o m e  a  h i p p y  a n d
drug p e d l a r  and l anded  i n  c o u r t .

He t h e n  h a d  a  r e m a r k a b l e  e x p e r i e n c e
which t u r n e d  h i s  l i f e  a r o u n d  1 8 0  deg rees .
This b r o u g h t  a  n e w  awareness o f  i n j u s t i c e
and o p p r e s s i o n  i n  h i s  o w n  c o u n t r y .  H e
cal led a  c o n f e r e n c e  o n  t h e  t h e m e ,  ' T h e
change i n  p e o p l e  w h i c h  a l o n e  w i l l  m a k e
p o l i t i c a l  changes  w o r k ' ,  a n d  g a v e  a  v i s i o n
of  t h e  new c o u n t r y  h e  wanted  t o  see.

' I a n  S m i t h ' s  s o n '

At tend ing  t h e  c o n f e r e n c e  w a s  a  b l a c k
n a t i o n a l i s t  l e a d e r ,  A r t h u r  Kanodereka. H e
was a  M e t h o d i s t  m i n i s t e r ,  b u t  h a d  b e e n
r e c r u i t i n g  y o u n g  b l a c k s  t o  f i g h t  i n  t h e
g u e r i l l a  f o r c e s .  D e e p  b i t t e r n e s s  l i n e d  h i s
face. H e  w a s  v e r y  s u s p i c i o u s ,  a n d  w h e n
the s o n  o f  t h e  man  h e  m o s t  h a t e d  g o t  u p
to speak, h e  t h o u g h t  i t  was  a  t r a p .

But A l e c  S m i t h ' s  s i n c e r i t y  t o o k  h i m
unawares w h e n  h e  s a i d ,  " I  h a v e  c o m e  t o
r e a l i s e  t h a t  I  h a v e  a  p e r s o n a l
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  m y  c o u n t r y ' s  d i l e m m a .
I t  i s  m e ,  A l e c  S m i t h ,  w h o  i s  a n s w e r a b l e
because m y  s e l f i s h  l i f e - s t y l e  a n d
Insens i t i ve  a t t i t u d e s  h a v e  d r i v e n  t h o s e
boys i n t o  t h e  bush . "
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Alec r e c a l l s ,  " A s  I  w a s  s p e a k i n g
something w a s  h a p p e n i n g  t o  A r t h u r .
Despite a l l  h i s  d e e p l y - f e l t  h a t r e d  a n d
suspicion, d e s p i t e  h i s  k n o w l e d g e  o f
humi l ia t ion ,  h i s  memory o f  t o r t u r e ,  d e s p i t e
himsel f ,  h e  w a s  p r o f o u n d l y  moved b y  God 's
power t o  s o  o b v i o u s l y  change t h e  h e a r t  o f
a man. h e  s a w  I  was  t r u l y  a  n e w  person,
tha t  I  w a s  n o  l o n g e r  a n  e n e m y  b u t  a n
a l l y. , ,

C a n ' t  c h a n g e  a  m a n  b y  h a t i n g  h i m

Ar thu r  Kanodereka  w r o t e  l a t e r ,  ' I  s a w
Christ ,  n o t  f o r  b l a c k s  a n d  n o t  f o r  w h i t e s ,
but f o r  a l l  p e o p l e .  A  c a r e  f o r  w h i t e
people, t h a t  t h e y  s h o u l d  f i n d  s o m e t h i n g
new came i n t o  m y  h e a r t ,  a n d  I  f e l t  a  n e w
a u t h o r i t y  f r o m  God  t o  g i v e  h i s  message o f
r econc i l i ng  l o v e  t o  a l l  peop le ,  r e g a r d l e s s
o f  t h e  c o l o u r  o f  t h e i r  s k i n s .  I  r e a l i s e d
tha t  y o u  c o u l d  n o t  change  a  man b y  h a t i n g
him -  y o u  o n l y  made  h i m  w o r s e  -  a n d  I
f e l t  m y  h a t r e d  f a l l  away. '

He a n d  A l e c  b e c a m e  f i r m  f r i e n d s  a n d
spoke t o g e t h e r  i n  c rowded  mee t i ngs ,  l a t e r
t r a v e l l i n g  t o  E u r o p e  a n d  e v e n  t o  S o u t h
Af r ica .  A r t h u r  a l s o  v i s i t e d  t h e  Car ibbean
and t h e  USA.

Alec d e c i d e d  t o  i n v i t e  A r t h u r  a n d  h i s
w i fe  t o  m e e t  h i s  f a t h e r  a n d  m o t h e r.  H i s
fa the r  w a s  m u c h  embarrassed b y  h i s  s o n ' s
f r i endsh ip  w i t h  a  b l a c k  n a t i o n a l i s t ,  b u t
they agreed.  A f t e r  a  t a l k  o v e r  t e a  a t  t h e
Prime M i n i s t e r ' s  r e s i d e n c e ,  I a n  S m i t h  s a i d
p r i v a t e l y  t o  A l e c ,  " I f  t h e r e  a r e  more  b l a c k
leaders l i k e  A r t h u r  Kanodereka,  I  c o u l d
hand o v e r  t omor row. "

In l a t e  1 9 7 8  K a n o d e r e k a  d e c i d e d  t o
venture o n  a  d a n g e r o u s  p e a c e  m i s s i o n  t o
promote a n  a l l - p a r t y  con fe rence .  H e  w e n t
to meet  t h e  g u e r i l l a  l e a d e r s  i n  Zambia a n d
Mozambique. T r a g i c a l l y ,  h e  w a s  a s s a s s -
inated a  f e w  days  a f t e r  h e  r e t u r n e d  home.

Mugabe  a n d  S m i t h  m e e t

During t h e s e  m o n t h s ,  a  g r o u p
represent ing  d i f f e r e n t  r a c e s  a n d  p o l i t i c a l
v iewpoin ts  h a d  b e g u n  t o  s p e n d  t i m e
together  r e g u l a r l y .  T h e  b a s i s  o f  t h e i r
meeting w a s  n o t  p o l i t i c a l ,  b u t  a  common
love o f  t h e  c o u n t r y .  T h e y  s e t  o u t  t o
explore t h e  w a y  f o r w a r d  t o  b r i n g  t h e  c i v i l
war t o  a n  end,  a n d  t h e y  w e r e  l e d  t o  peop le
who p layed  t h e i r  p a r t  i n  ach iev i ng  t h i s .

I t  w a s  f r o m  t h i s  g r o u p  t h a t  a  s e c r e t
meeting w a s  a r r a n g e d  b e t w e e n  I a n  S m i t h
and R o b e r t  Mugabe  d u r i n g  t h e  t e n s e  t i m e
o f  t h e  r u n - u p  t o  independence. T h i s  w a s
an a u d a c i o u s  s t e p ,  b e c a u s e  b o t h  m e n  h a d
denounced e a c h  o t h e r  i n  t h e  s t r o n g e s t
terms, a n d  a  w h i t e  c o u p  h a d  been  a r ranged
in t h e  e v e n t  o f  a  Mugabe v i c t o r y.  B u t  t h e
meeting t o o k  p l a c e  o n  t h e  n i g h t  w h e n  t h e
e lec t i on  r e s u l t  w a s  t o  b e  announced. A l e c
Smith w r i t e s  i n  h i s  a u t o b i o g r a p h y ) ,
'Observers f e l t  a f t e r w a r d s  t h a t  t h i s  s e c r e t
meet ing w a s  a  c r u c i a l  s t e p  i n  c a l m i n g
fea rs  and  a v e r t i n g  t h e  expected  bloodshed' .

Next e v e n i n g  o n  t e l e v i s i o n ,  M u g a b e
ca l led f o r  r e c o n c i l i a t i o n ,  a n d  i n v i t e d  t h e
whi tes t o  s t a y  a n d  h e l p  t o  b u i l d  t h e  n e w
Zimbabwe. H e  u s e d  p h r a s e s  l i k e ,  " L e t  u s
beat o u r  s w o r d s  i n t o  p l o u g h s h a r e s ,  a n d
f o r g i v e  o t h e r s  a n d  f o r g e t ,  j o i n  hands  i n  a
new a m i t y  t oge the r " .

Then I a n  S m i t h ,  t o  t h e  s u r p r i s e  o f  t h e
world, c a l l e d  o n  t h e  w h i t e s ,  many  o f  whom
were p r e p a r i n g  t o  pack  t h e i r  bags  a n d  head
out, n o t  t o  l e a v e  b u t  t o  s t a y.

)'Nor I  ca l l  him brother' by Alec Smith i s  published by
Marshalls
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came i n  a n d  s a i d  h e ' d  h a d  a  c a l l  t o  g o  t o
B r a z i l  and  i t  meant  l e a v i n g  immed ia te ly.  H e
was s o  g r a t e f u l  t o  p a c k  c l e a n  d r y  c l o t h e s ,
instead o f  t h e m  s t i l l  b e i n g  damp.  T h a t ' s
one way i n  wh i ch  God prov ides .

On a n o t h e r  occas ion  t h e r e  was  a  m e e t i n g
in o u r  c i t y ,  a n d  a  c o a c h - l o a d  o f  p e o p l e
were coming  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e .  I  w a s  asked  i f
I  c o u l d  p u t  o n  a  m e a l  f o r  h a l f  o f  t h e
coach- load ,  somebody e l s e  d o i n g  t h e  o t h e r
ha l f .  We  l i v e d  i n  a  s m a l l  house  o n  a  n e w
estate ;  w h a t  w o u l d  t h e  ne ighbours  t h i n k  o f
a c o a c h  t u r n i n g  u p ,  a n d  eve ryone  p o u r i n g
i n t o  o u r  house?!  From my  own exper ience  o f
being o n  t h e  r e c e i v i n g  e n d ,  I  k n o w  h o w
much i t  means t o  b e  welcomed i n t o  a  home.

Our m o s t  r e c e n t  g u e s t  h a s  b e e n  t h e
f i r s t  P a s t o r  o f  a  M e t h o d i s t  C h u r c h  t o  b e
al lowed o u t  o f  E s t o n i a .  I t  i s  a  p r i v i l e g e
tha t  G o d  h a s  g i v e n  u s  t o  b e  p a r t  o f
bu i l d i ng  f r i e n d s h i p s  b e t w e e n  E a s t  a n d
West.



V =  NT —  F O R  W H A M " ?

F o l l o w i n g  t h e  s u c c e s s  o f  t h e  Yo u t h  H o s t e d  S e s s i o n  i n  Caux  l a s t  y e a r ,  p l a n s
are  w e l l  advanced  f o r  a n o t h e r  t h i s  summer. R u n n i n g  f r o m  Augus t  3 r d  (5pm)
u n t i l  A u g u s t  1 0 t h  (2pm) ,  t h e  theme t h i s  t i m e  w i l l  b e  ' L i v i n g  -  F o r  What? '

A g r o u p  met  i n  Caux a t  E a s t e r ,  a n d  a r e  h a p p y  t o  r e p o r t  t h a t  t h i n g s  a r e
t a k i n g  shape.  T h e  m a i n  change  f r o m  l a s t  summer i s  t h a t  w e  w o u l d  l i k e  t o
s h i f t  t h e  emphas is  s l i g h t l y ,  a n d  make d i s c u s s i o n  g r o u p s  more  o f  a  p r i o r i t y ,
then  e v e r y o n e  w i l l  h a v e  more o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  h a v e  t h e i r  s a y.  Q u e s t i o n s  w i l l
be p r e p a r e d ,  a n d  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  g r o u p  l e a d e r s  w i l l  b e  t r a i n e d  i n  advance.
A l l  c a n d i d a t e s  a r e  welcome! I f  y o u  a r e  i n t e r e s t e d ,  l e t  u s  know. A l l  i d e a s
are  s t i l l  v e r y  much needed.
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Events:

Men must c h o o s e . . .  -  a  c o n f e r e n c e  i n  N a i r o b i ,  K e n y a  2 2 - 2 7  May 1991

Change I n  People,  A  F a c t o r  I n  Wo r l d  Development i s  t h e  t i t l e  o f  a  conference
i n  Cameroon f r o m  June  2 7 t h  t o  3 0 t h .

There w i l l  a l s o  b e  a  second  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Yo u t h  Camp i n  Ta iwan f r o m  Augus t
23rd t o  September  1 s t
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Deadline F o r  Nex t  I s s u e :  J u n e  1 0 t h  1991
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SUBSCRIPTION NEWS: We h a v e  a  p r o b l e m !  A s  y o u  know, FREEWAY i s  n o t  r u n  t o
make a  p r o f i t .  T h e  s u b s c r i p t i o n  c h a r g e  o n l y  J u s t  c o v e r s  o u r  c o s t s .  T h i s
year  t h e r e  h a s  b e e n  a  r e d u c t i o n  i n  t h e  number  o f  s u b s c r i p t i o n s .  Some o f  o u r
cos t s  h a v e  a l s o  r i s e n .  T h i s  h a s  l e f t  u s  w i t h  a  s h o r t f a l l  o f  a p p r o x i m a t e l y
£200, ( e q u i v a l e n t  o f  3 5  s u b s c r i b e r s ) ,  w h i c h  we  n e e d  t o  f i n d  b y  t h e  n e x t
i s s u e . . . .  A n y  new s u b s c r i b e r s  o r  d o n a t i o n s  w i l l  b e  welcomed w i t h  o p e n  a rms !

FREEWAY, 1 2  P a l a c e  S t r e e t ,  London,  SW1E 5JF,  U K


