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'Why not let God run the world?'



The opportunity of loneliness
S u d d e n l y ,  y o u  r e a l i s e  t h a t  y o u  a r e  o n  y o u r  o w n .  Y o u  a r e
l o n e l y ,  a n d  t h e  l o n e l i n e s s  i s  e v e r y w h e r e .  Y o u  c a n n o t  e s c a p e
i t .  I f  y o u  a r e  t o  b e  h o n e s t ,  y o u  h a v e  t o  f a c e  i t .

S t r a n g e l y ,  y o u  r e a l i s e  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a  a n o t h e r  s i d e  t o
l o n e l i n e s s :  s o l i t u d e .  A n d  s o l i t u d e  i s  n o t  a l l  t h a t  i t  s e e m s .

S l o w l y ,  y o u  d i s c o v e r  t h a t  s o l i t u d e  i s  a  r o a d  i n t o
u n f a t h o m a b l e  d e p t h s ,  i n t o  a  r o o m  w i t h o u t  w a l l s .  T h e n ,  i t  i s
a l s o  a  b e a k e r  f r o m  w h i c h  y o u  m a y  d r i n k  l i v i n g  w a t e r .

G r a d u a l l y ,  i n  y o u r  s o l i t u d e  y o u  d i s c o v e r  a  h i d d e n  w o r l d ,  a
v a l l e y  w i t h  a n  u n e n d i n g  s t r e a m  r u n n i n g  t h r o u g h  i t .

S l o w l y ,  s o l i t u d e  g i v e s  w a y  t o  s i l e n c e .

B i t  b y  b i t ,  y o u  s t a r t  t o  d r e a m .  S i l e n t l y ,  t h e  p a t t e r n  o f
t h e  w o r l d  b e g i n s  t o  c h a n g e .  T h e  s t a r s  b e c k o n ;  t h e  r i v e r s  r u n
s w i f t l y ;  t h e  h o r s e s  c a n t e r  i n  t h e  m e a d o w s .  A n d  a s  y o u  l i s t e n ,
t h e  w i n d  w h i s p e r s  t a l e s  o f  n o b i l i t y  a n d  g r e a t n e s s .

And i n  t h e  s i l e n c e ,  y o u  m a y  s t r a i n  t o  h e a r  t h e  s i l e n t
m u s i c ,  a n d  t h e  w a v e s  w h i c h  b r e a k  o n  t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  o f  s i l e n c e .

And y o u  s t a r t  t o  a p p r o a c h  t h e  i n v i s i b l e  s h o r e .

So, a l l  o f  a  s u d d e n ,  y o u  s e e  t h a t  l o n e l i n e s s  i s  a  w i n d o w .
Yo u  m a y  d r a w  t h e  c u r t a i n  a n d  p r e t e n d  i t  i s  n o t  t h e r e ,  o r  o p e n
t h e  w i n d o w  a n d  c l i m b  i n t o  t h e  g a r d e n .  T h e n  y o u  m a y  s t e p  i n t o
t h e  l o v i n g  s i l e n c e .

Of  c o u r s e ,  l o n e l i n e s s  s h o u l d  b e  n o  i d o l  t h r o u g h  w h i c h  y o u
d e f y  a  w o r l d  t h a t  y o u  d o  n o t  f i t  i n t o .  I t  i s  j u s t  a  m e a n s  b y
w h i c h  G o d  r e v e a l s  t o  y o u  y o u r  n e e d  f o r  H i m .  I n  t h i s  s e n s e ,
l o n e l i n e s s  c a n  b e  y o u r  c h a n c e .  I t  i s  a  g a t e .  I t  c a n  b e  a
d o o r w a y  t o  t h e  r o a d  w i t h i n .

The  r o a d  l e a d s  t o  l o v e .  I n  f a c t ,  t h e  r o a d  b e c o m e s  l o v e .  A s
s o o n  a s  y o u  a r e  o n  i t ,  y o u  w i l l  s t a r t  t o  l i v e .
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Lessons front Bulgaria

by Angela Willoughby
HOW WOULD Y O U  f a n c y  g o i n g  t o  a

completely d i f f e r e n t  s o c i e t y  f r o m  y o u r  own
and a d d r e s s i n g ,  i n  a  f o r e i g n  l a n g u a g e ,
classes o f  u p  t o  s i x t y  s t u d e n t s  i n
schools? S o u n d s  r a t h e r  d a u n t i n g  b u t
tha t ' s  w h a t  M a r i a n a  a n d  A n g e l  Z a h a r i e v
from B u l g a r i a  s p e n t  t h r e e  m o n t h s  i n
B r i t a i n  do ing .

Angel, a n  e c o n o m i s t  t u r n e d  t r a n s l a t o r
and h i s  w i f e ,  Mar i ana ,  a n  E n g l i s h  t e a c h e r ,
took u n p a i d  l e a v e  e a r l i e r  t h i s  y e a r  t o
share t h e i r  t i m e  a n d  e x p e r i e n c e s  w i t h
young p e o p l e  i n  4 5  s c h o o l s  i n  m a n y
d i f f e r e n t  p a r t s  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y.

They b e g a n  e a c h  s e s s i o n  w i t h  a  s h o r t
presenta t ion  o f  B u l g a r i a  i n c l u d i n g  t h e
recent e v e n t s  a n d  f a l l  o f  Communism a n d
then encouraged s t u d e n t s  t o  a s k  q u e s t i o n s .
Most s t u d e n t s  k n e w  v e r y  l i t t l e  a b o u t
Bulgar ia  b u t  w e r e  v e r y  e a g e r  t o  l e a r n .
Many t o p i c s  w e r e  d i s c u s s e d ;  m a t e r i a l i s m ,
freedom, t r u s t ,  a u t h o r i t y ,  d i r e c t i o n  i n
l i f e ,  env i ronmen ta l  i s sues .

The Zaha r i evs  i n  t u r n  w e r e  i n t e r e s t e d  t o
know w h a t  m o t i v a t e s  y o u n g  p e o p l e  i n  t h i s
country,  w h a t  k i n d s  o f  i s s u e s  t h e y  s t a n d
up f o r .  T h e y  a s k e d  s t u d e n t s  w h a t  t h e y
would l i k e  a n d  n o t  l i k e  t o  g i v e  t o  a
country l i k e  B u l g a r i a  w h i c h  i s  t r y i n g  t o
develop a l o n g  d e m o c r a t i c  l i n e s .  T h e i r

answers i n c l u d e d  homelessness,  d r u g  abuse,
increasing c r i m e  and apa thy.

The d i s c u s s i o n s  t o o k  u n e x p e c t e d
turn ings:  i n  o n e  B r i g h t o n  s c h o o l ,  t h r e e
students f r o m  B r u n e i  a n d  B u r m a ,  a f t e r
hearing a b o u t  t h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  a n d
chal lenges i n  B u l g a r i a ,  f e l t  a b l e  t o  s h a r e
the prob lems o f  t h e i r  own c o u n t r i e s .

There w e r e  m a n y  h u m o r o u s  m o m e n t s  t o o
l i ke  t h e  t e a c h e r  i n  S t a f f o r d s h i r e  w h o  h a d
handed o u t  f a c t s h e e t s  a n d  q u e s t i o n s  r e a d y
fo r  t h e  l e s s o n  -  t h e  o n l y  snag  was  t h a t  h e
had p r e p a r e d  h i s  s t u d e n t s  t o  h e a r  a l l
about Roman ia !  A l s o  t h e  s t u d e n t s  o f  a
convent s c h o o l  w h o s e  f a c e s  w e r e  f i l l e d
wi th  g l e e  a f t e r  h e a r i n g  t h a t  r e l i g i o n
lessons w e r e  n o t  p e r m i t t e d  i n  Bu lga r i a .

Ser ious ly  t h o u g h ,  n o t  o n l y  d i d  M a r i a n a
and A n g e l  c o n t r i b u t e  g r e a t l y  t o  t h e
students '  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  a n d  i n t e r e s t  o f
the f o r m e r  S o c i a l i s t  c o u n t r i e s  b u t  t h e y
also managed t o  s e t  u p  l i n k s  be tween  t h e
schools a n d  t h e  B u l g a r i a n  Embassy s o  t h a t
s tudents  c a n  r a i s e  money t o  h e l p  B u l g a r i a
whi le i t  i s  g o i n g  t h r o u g h  s u c h  d i f f i c u l t
times.

Mariana a n d  A n g e l  h a v e  n o w  r e t u r n e d  t o
Sof ia w h e r e  t h e y  a r e  f a c i n g  new cha l l enges
inc lud ing g o i n g  i n t o  B u l g a r i a n  s c h o o l s  t o
t e l l  t h e  s t u d e n t s  a l l  abou t  B r i t a i n !
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fi cracking good study in
POISONINGS, STABBINGS, DECAPITATIONS, a n d  a .
drowning - -  n i n e  d e a t h s  i n  a l l .  A d d  a
ghost i n  a  h a u n t e d  c a s t l e  a n d  y o u  h a v e ,
what? T h e  l a t e s t  P D  James n o v e l ,  o r  R u t h
Rendall m y s t e r y ?  A  S t e p h e n  K i n g  h o r r o r ,
perhaps? N o ,  i t ' s  g o o d  o l d  W i l l
Shakespeare. And ,  b o y,  d i d  h e  know h o w  t o
pack a  punch.

I f  y o u  g e t  t h e  chance t o  s e e  t h e  l a t e s t
f i l m  o f  Hamle t ,  made b y  F r a n c o  Z e f f i r e l l i ,
seize i t .

The s t o r y  s o  f a r  ( a s  i f  y o u  n e e d e d
reminding): T h e  K i n g  o f  Denmark i s  dead,  i n
myster ious c i r cums tances .  T h e  Queen ( G l e n
Close) h a s  r e m a r r i e d  - -  t o  t h e  k i n g ' s
bro ther  ( A l a n  Ba tes )  - -  i n  i n d e c e n t  h a s t e .
Prince H a m l e t  ( M e l  G i b s o n )  i s  d i s t u r b e d .
His m o t h e r  h a s  b e h a v e d  l i k e  a  h a r l o t .
There i s  some th ing  r o t t e n  i n  t h e  s t a t e  o f
Denmark.

Enter,  a t  t h e  d e a d  o f  n i g h t  o n  t h e
cast le  b a t t l e m e n t s ,  t h e  g h o s t  o f  t h e  d e a d
king ( P a u l  S c h o f i e l d )  t o  t e l l  Hamle t  t h a t
he w a s  m u r d e r e d  m o s t  f o u l l y  b y  t h e  n e w
king. P o u r e d  p o i s o n  d o w n  m e  l u g h o l e ,  h e
did, w h i l e  I  s l e p t  ( o r  w o r d s  t o  t h a t
e f fec t ) .  Hamle t  i s  c o n f i r m e d  i n  h i s  deepes t
suspic ions.

But h o w  t o  p r o v e  i t ?  A n d  how  t o  avenge
h is  f a t h e r ' s  d e a t h ?  A  t r o u p e  o f  a c t o r s
a r r i v i n g  a t  t h e  c a s t l e  g i v e  h i m  h i s  chance.
Hamlet g e t s  t h e m  t o  a c t  o u t  a n  i d e n t i c a l
murder s c e n e  ( " T h e  p l a y ' s  t h e  t h i n g
wherein t o  c a t c h  t h e  c o n s c i e n c e  o f  t h e
king.")

And t h e  ou t come?  W e l l ,  i f  y o u  d o n ' t
a l ready know,  a n d  e v e n  i f  y o u  do ,  s e e  t h i s
f i lm,  s t u n n i n g l y  s h o t  o n  l o c a t i o n  i n  a
Sco t t i sh  c a s t l e .  A n d  d o n ' t  b e  p u t  o f f  b y  a
dread o f  l o n g  s o l i l o q u i e s :  t h e  f i l m  a n d ,
above a l l ,  t h e  a c t i n g  b r i n g  Shakespearean
Engl ish a l i v e .

Enough e x a m  q u e s t i o n s  h a v e  b e e n  s e t
about t h e  c h a r a c t e r  o f  H a m l e t  t o  f i l l  a
dungeon. Was h e  t o o  much o f  a  d i t h e r e r  and
a d reamer,  t e m p t e d  t o  s u i c i d e ,  o r  w a s  h e
genuinely  c a u g h t  o n  t h e  h o r n s  o f  a
dilemma, n o t  k n o w i n g  h o w  t o  p r o v e  h i s
suspic ions a n d  w a i t i n g  t o  s e i z e  h i s
oppor tun i t y?  Z e f f i r e l l i  p u t s  M e l  G i b s o n ' s
.Hamlet f i r m l y  i n  t h e  l a t t e r  c a t e g o r y.  T h i s
Hamlet i s  i n  t h e  a c t i o n -man l e a g u e .  A n d
when t h e  t r o u p e  o f  a c t o r s  p l a y  t h e i r
charade b e f o r e  t h e  g u i l t y  k i n g  Hamle t  c a n
hard ly  c o n t a i n  h i m s e l f .  I t  i s  a  b r i l l i a n t

EVIL
piece o f  act ing.

A more i n t e r e s t i n g  quest ion i s  where o n
earth d i d  Shakespeare g e t  h i s  p l o t s  f rom?
What sparked h i s  imagination? The  s t o r y  o f
Hamlet h a s  o f t e n  b e e n  compared w i t h  t h e
New Testament s t o r y  o f  Herod t h e  t e t r a c h .
Substitute Hamlet f o r  John t h e  Bapt is t ,  h i s
mother t h e  q u e e n  f o r  H e r o d ' s  m i s t r e s s
Herodias, and t h e  g u i l t y  k ing  f o r  Herod and
one c a n  s e e  t h e  p a r a l l e l .  H e r o d ,  w a s
having a n  a f f a i r  w i t h  h i s  s i s t e r - i n - l a w ,
Herodias, t h e  w i f e  o f  H e r o d ' s  b r o t h e r
Philip. J o h n  t h e  B a p t i s t  e x p o s e d  t h e
adultery ( " I t  i s  n o t  l a w f u l  f o r  y o u  t o
have h e r " ) ,  a n d  Herod p r o m p t l y  f l u n g  h i m  i n
j a i l .  J o h n  l a t e r  l o s e s  h i s  h e a d  w h e n
Herodias's d a u g h t e r  a s k s  f o r  i t  s e r v e d  u p
on a  p l a t e .  ( I t ' s  a l l  i n  Ma t thew  1 4  i f  y o u
want t o  r e a d  t h e  g o r y  d e t a i l s . )

Hamlet comes t o  a n  e q u a l l y  s t i c k y  end  - -
or, i f  y o u  p r e f e r ,  m a k e s  t h e  s u p r e m e
s a c r i f i c e  - -  b u t  n o t  b e f o r e  a  c e r t a i n
rough j u s t i c e  i s  achieved.

What makes Shakespeare, a n d  p a r t i c u l a r l y
Hamlet, o f t e n  r e g a r d e d  a s  o n e  o f  h i s
f i n e s t  p l a y s ,  s o  c o m p u l s i v e  a n d  e n d u r i n g ?
I t  m u s t  b e ,  above  a l l ,  h i s  unde rs tand ing  o f
the a m b i g u i t i e s  a n d  i n c o n s i s t e n c i e s  o f
human n a t u r e  - -  t h e  s t r u g g l e  be tween good
and e v i l .  B u t  t h e  t w o  a r e  n e v e r  con fused :
e v i l  i s  n e v e r  p r e s e n t e d  a s  a n y t h i n g  o t h e r
than i t  i s .

When a l l  i s  s a i d  a n d  done ,  t h e  p u r s u i t
o f  e v i l  - -  i n  t h i s  c a s e  u n c o n t r o l l e d  l u s t
regard less  o f  t h e  consequences  - -  i s  a
messy b u s i n e s s  a n d  s p a w n s  a  t h o u s a n d
t r a g i c  consequences. A n d  t h e  i n n o c e n t ,  l i k e
Hamlet's b e t r o t h e d ,  O p h e l i a ,  p a y  t h e
h ighest  p r i c e .

But i t  a l s o  a d d s  u p  t o  a  c r a c k i n g  g o o d
t h r i l l e r .  S o  i f  y o u  m i s s  t h e  f i l m ,  w a i t  f o r
the v i d e o  a n d  t h e n  r u s h  t o  y o u r  n e a r e s t
video s t o r e .

by Mike Smith
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Reflections from
a suburban garden

by Alan Changer
PHASES OF LIFE come a n d  g o  -
threaded? I s  t h e r e  e v e r
pa t te rn  i n  o u r  p a s t  w h i c h
elements o f  o u r  f u t u r e ?

but a r e  t h e y
an i n t r i n s i c
conta ins t h e

I  m e t  a n  a r t i s t  r e c e n t l y .  S h e  h a d  b e e n
study ing t o  b e c o m e  a  p i a n i s t  a t  t h e
Conservatoire o f  M u s i c  i n  M i l a n ,  w h e n  s h e
had a  b a d  c a r  a c c i d e n t .  A f t e r  mon ths  i n
hosp i ta l ,  s h e  r e c o v e r e d ;  b u t  h e r  m u s i c a l
co-ord ina t ion  n e v e r  r e t u r n e d .  H e r  d r e a m
was broken.

She s p e a k s  s o f t l y  a n d  k i n d l y  a n d
explains t h a t  s h e  h a s  a c c e p t e d  i t .  ' T h e
ar t  i s  i n s i d e ,  s o  now I  m u s t  e x p r e s s  i t  i n
the l i f e . '  H e r  a r t  i s  t h e  w a y  s h e  l o v e s
people, a n d  l o v e s  l i f e .

Some p e o p l e  manage  t o  c o m b i n e  a  l o v e
fo r  o t h e r s  w i t h  a  s u c c e s s f u l  c a r e e r  i n  t h e
world; b u t  I  s e e m  t o  b e  t o o  s e l f i s h  f o r
that.  A s  soon  I  have  a  m a t e r i a l  o b j e c t i v e ,
I g e t  c o n f u s e d .  I  t h i n k  m y  s u c c e s s  i s
paramount. I  f o r g e t  a l l  a b o u t  m y  s o u l  i n
the s a m e  w a y  t h a t  o n e  f o r g e t s  a b o u t  t h e
weeds i n  t h e  b a c k -garden -  a n d  i t  g e t s
choked. T h i n g s  g e t  s o  b a d  y o u  e v e n  f o r g e t
you h a d  a  s o u l ;  t h e  t e r m  g a r d e n  becomes
inappropr ia te !

I  l i k e  w a k i n g  u p  i n  t h e  m o r n i n g  t o
rea l i ze  t h a t  t h e  c e n t r a l  o b j e c t i v e s  o f  t h e
day w i l l  b e  t o  l o v e  a n d  h a v e  f a i t h .  I f  I
manage t o  a c h i e v e  t h e m ,  t h e n  somehow t h e
weeds d o n ' t  t a k e  o v e r.  I ' v e  chosen t o  w o r k
f u l l - t i m e  ( w i t h  MRA) because  I  t h i n k  l o v e
and f a i t h  have beckoned.

Some peop le  f e e l  i n s p i r e d  a n d  c h a l l e n g e d
by a  b i d  t o  change t h e  w o r l d  -  a n d  t h a t ' s
a p o s i t i v e  t h i n g  -  b u t  I  c a n ' t  s e e  i t  q u i t e
l i ke  t h a t .  T o  b e  a n  ' a r t i s t  a t  l i f e '  i s
what g e t s  me,  t h o u g h  I ' m  p r e t t y  u s e l e s s
at i t .  J u s t  o c c a s i o n a l l y ,  i n  f l e e t i n g
moments, s o m e t h i n g  b e y o n d  s e e m s  t o  m o v e
me t o w a r d s  i t .

To b e  a n  a r t i s t  a t  l i f e  m a y  b e  a n
ambiguous m e t a p h o r,  b u t  s o m e w h e r e  i n  i t
there 's scope  f o r  Wes te rn  c u l t u r e  t o  l e a r n
a g r e a t  d e a l  f r o m  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  w o r l d .
And somewhere i n  i t  i s  a  d i s t i n c t i v e  r o l e
for  MRA -  a s  a  s o r t  o f  o r c h e s t r a  w h e r e
each i n d i v i d u a l  a n d  c u l t u r e  h a s  a  s p e c i f i c
con t r i bu t i on  i n  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  m u s i c
whose o n l y  purpose i s  t o  s e r v e  God.

Witty gritty...
MY ARTY EVENING CLASS h a s  j u s t  f i n i s h e d
f o r  t h e  y e a r ,  w i t h  a n  e x p e n s i v e  m e a l  o u t
t o g e t h e r  w h i c h  I  c o u l d n ' t  r e a l l y  a f f o r d .
The n e x t  t h i n g  I  t h o u g h t  I ' d  d o  w o u l d  b e
to  l e a r n  a  l a n g u a g e .  A r a b i c ,  a s  a f t e r
the  G u l f  Wa r  I  f e l t  s o  s t r o n g l y  t h a t  w e
i n  t h e  W e s t  n e v e r  u n d e r s t a n d  o r  l i s t e n
t o  t h e  A r a b  w o r l d .  T o  l i s t e n  w e l l ,  y o u
need t o  l e a r n  p e o p l e ' s  l a n g u a g e .

So l a s t  w e e k  I  o r d e r e d  a  h o m e  s t u d y
course, a n d  i t  a r r i v e d  o n  Monday m o r n i n g
when I  w a s  o u t .  I  r a n g  u p  t h e  d e l i v e r y
company a n d  a  l a c o n i c  v o i c e  j u s t  f o u n d
the e n e r g y  t o  i n f o r m  m e  t h a t  i t
w o u l d n ' t  c o m e  o n  Tu e s d a y,  b u t  i t  m i g h t
come o n  Wednesday.  S o  I  s t a y e d  i n  a l l
Wednesday morn ing .  I t  d i d n ' t  come.

I  p h o n e d  u p  t h e  d e l i v e r y  c o m p a n y
again,  a n d  a r r a n g e d  f o r  t h e  p a r c e l  t o  b e
d e l i v e r e d  T h u r s d a y .  T h e n  I  r a n g  b a c k
h a l f  a n  h o u r  l a t e r  h a v i n g  remembered  I
would b e  o u t ,  a n d  a r r a n g e d  F r i d a y .

Out I  w e n t  o n  T h u r s d a y  m o r n i n g ,  a n d
when I  c a m e  b a c k  t h e r e  w a s  a n o t h e r
l i t t l e  c a r d  i n  t h e  d o o r .  " W e  t r i e d  t o
d e l i v e r  y o u r  p a r c e l .  . . "  I  p h o n e d  u p  t h e
company a g a i n ,  a n d  d i d  m y  b e s t  g o o d -
tempered- b u t - c r o s s  b i t .  T h e y  p r o m i s e d
t h e y ' d  s e n d  i t  b a c k  o n  F r i d a y.

I t  s a f e l y  a r r i v e d  o n  F r i d a y  m o r n i n g ,
and I ' m  s o r r y  t h a t  i n s t e a d  o f  f i n d i n g
out w h a t  p r o b l e m s  t h e y  w e r e  h a v i n g ,  I
thought  o n l y  o f  m y  s i d e  o f  i t ,  a n d
y e l l e d .

So h a v i n g  h a d  a  d a y  o f f  a f t e r  t h e
even ing c l a s s ,  y e s t e r d a y  I  g o t  o u t  a l l
the t a p e s  a n d  b o o k s  t h a t  h a d  c o m e  a n d
t r i e d  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  w h e r e  t o  s t a r t .  I
may s t i l l  b e  t r y i n g  t o  s o r t  i t  o u t  a
year f r o m  n o w . . . .

" T h e  g r e a t  a d v a n t a g e  o f  b e i n g
m e d i o c r e ,  i s  t h a t  I ' m  a l w a y s  a t
my b e s t . "

B i l l  C o t t o n
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Thoughts on the gulf
Dr O m n i a  M a r z o u k ,  a  p a e d i a t r i c i a n  f r o m
Egypt, i s  c u r r e n t l y  i n  B r i t a i n  c a r r y i n g  o u t
research i n t o  c h i l d h o o d  m e n i n g i t i s .  T h e
fo l l ow ing  i s  t h e  t e x t  o f  a  t a l k  t h a t  s h e
gave r e c e n t l y  i n  France.

IT I S  DIFFICULT t o  s t a n d  b a c k  a n d  r e m a i n
i n d i f f e r e n t .  Whe the r  y o u  w e r e  A r a b  o r  n o t ,
and w h e t h e r  y o u  r e g a r d e d  t h e  w a r  i n  t h e
Gul f  a s  r i g h t  o r  w r o n g ,  I  s u s p e c t  i t
a f fec ted  y o u  a s  w e l l  a s  me.  We  a l l  hoped
and p rayed  t h a t  somehow n e g o t i a t i o n s  w o u l d
prevent t h e  w a r ;  w e  f e l t  p a i n  a n d  a n x i e t y
to s e e  f r i e n d s ,  r e l a t i v e s  a n d  c o u n t r y m e n
and women g o i n g  t o  a  p o t e n t i a l  w a r  zone ;
the e n d  o f  t h e  w a r  b r o u g h t  s i g h s  o f
r e l i e f ,  b u t  a l s o  t h e  n u m b  r e a l i s a t i o n  o f
the t r u e  c o s t ,  i n  1 0 0 , 0 0 0  l i v e s  l o s t  a n d
c i t i e s  d e s t r o y e d .  A f t e r  t h e  w a r  t h e
quest ions h a v e  f o l l o w e d  a b o u t  t h e
prospects o f  l o n g t e r m  peace,  human r i g h t s
and re fugees .

When y o u  come f r o m  t h e  M i d d l e  E a s t  a s  I
do, above  a l l  e l s e  i t  i s  y o u r  home. To  l i v e
as a n  A r a b  i n  t h e  W e s t  d u r i n g  t h e  l a s t
e ight  months  h a s  been  a  v e r y  d i f f i c u l t  a n d
t raumat ic  e x p e r i e n c e .  I n i t i a l l y ,  l i k e
everyone a round  me  i n  B r i t a i n ,  I  d i s c u s s e d
the f a c t s ,  r i g h t s  a n d  w r o n g s  o f  a l l  t h e
events. I  a v o i d e d  g o i n g  d e e p e r  a n d
exp lor ing m y  r e a l  f e e l i n g s  b e c a u s e  I  w a s
a f r a i d  o f  w h a t  w o u l d  come o u t .  S o  I  l i v e d
in a  s t a t e  o f  t u r m o i l  a n d  s l e e p l e s s n e s s
fo r  months.

In February,  d u r i n g  t h e  G u l f  w a r ,  I  w e n t
to I n d i a  t o  t a k e  p a r t  i n  a  M o r a l
Rearmament m e e t i n g  o f  2 4  p e o p l e
represent ing 1 4  c o u n t r i e s  a n d  4  r e l i g i o n s .
We d iscussed  how a s  a  w o r l d  team w e  c o u l d
understand o u r  d i f f e r e n t  f a i t h s  b e t t e r ,
espec ia l ly  t h e  M u s l i m  f a i t h ;  a n d  how,  a s  a
resu l t ,  w e  w e r e  m e a n t  t o  w o r k  a s  e q u a l
par tners  i n  f a c i n g  t h e  c h a l l e n g e s  a n d
problems o f  t h e  wo r l d .

Suddenly a t  t h i s  mee t i ng ,  I  f o u n d  m y s e l f
surrounded b y  p e o p l e  w h o  w a n t e d  t o  k n o w
more a b o u t  t h e  backg round  o f  t h e  M i d d l e
East, b u t  a l s o  a b o u t  m y  f e e l i n g s  a s  a n
Arab. I t  w a s  t h e r e  t h a t  t h e  d e p t h  o f  m y
pain o v e r  t h e  l a s t  m o n t h s  c a m e  t o  t h e
sur face w i t h  f l o o d s  o f  t e a r s .  A f t e r  t h i s
watershed I  w a s  a b l e  t o  c l a r i f y  t h e
fee l i ngs  t h a t  I  had suppressed.

My f i r s t  f e e l i n g  w a s  h u r t . . .  i t  h u r t  m e
to b e  a n  A r a b  w h i l e  t h i s  w a r  w a s  g o i n g  on ,
and t o  s e e  d i f f e r e n t  p a r t s  o f  t h e  A r a b
fami ly  s u f f e r ;  i t  h u r t  m e  t o  s e e  a n d  h e a r

the n e g a t i v e  s t e r e o t y p e s  o f  t h e  A r a b  a n d
Muslim w o r l d  e x p r e s s e d  i n  t h e  m e d i a ;  i t
hu r t  m e  t o  s e e  I r a q ,  o n e  o f  t h e  t h r e e  ma in
centres o f  M i d d l e  E a s t  c i v i l i z a t i o n ,  i n
rubble a n d  t o  s e e  t h e  A r a b  w o r l d  s p l i t
amongst i t s e l f  w i t h  A r a b  f i g h t i n g  A r a b .

Secondly I  f e l t  a n g e r. . .  t h a t  a n  A r a b
leader h a d  i n v a d e d  a n o t h e r  A r a b  c o u n t r y ;
tha t  t h e  A r a b  w o r l d  h a d  f a i l e d  t o  s e t t l e
the i s s u e  b y  n e g o t i a t i o n s ;  a n d  t h a t  t h e
West h a d  r e a c t e d  s o  d e c i s i v e l y  a g a i n s t
I raq 's  a n n e x a t i o n  o f  K u w a i t ,  b u t  f a i l e d  t o
react  t o  I s r a e l ' s  c o n t i n u e d  a n n e x a t i o n  o f
Arab t e r r i t o r i e s .

I  f e l t  d e s p a i r . . .  t h a t  t h e  s a n c t i t y  a n d
value o f  human l i f e  m e a n t  s o  l i t t l e ;  w i t h
a l l  t h e  ach ievements  o f  t h e  2 0 t h  c e n t u r y,
that  w e  h a d  n o t  d e v e l o p e d  t h e  s k i l l s  o
diplomacy, l i s t e n i n g ,  n e g o t i a t i n g ,  enough  t o
be d e t e r m i n e d  t o  s o l v e  t h e  p r o b l e m
peacefu l ly ;  a n d  t h a t  w e  w e r e  s o  w i l l i n g  t o
s a c r i f i c e  s o  many l i v e s .  M y  h e a r t  w e p t  f o r
the 1 0 0 , 0 0 0  I r a q i  s o l d i e r s  k i l l e d ,  a s  i t
wept f o r  t h e  f e w  A l l i e d  d e a t h s  -  w a s t e d
human l i v e s  because o f  human f a i l u r e .
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I  h a v e  a l w a y s  f e l t  p r o u d  o f  m y  c u l t u r e
and p r o u d  o f  m y  i d e n t i t y ,  b u t  t h e n  I  a l s o
f e l t  ashamed o f  i t .  T h a t  w e  had  i n f l i c t e d
so m u c h  d e s t r u c t i o n  o n  o n e  a n o t h e r ;  t h a t
innocent c i v i l i a n s  i n  I s r a e l  a n d  S a u d i
Arabia w e r e  t h e  v i c t i m s  o f  Scud  m i s s i l e s ;
t ha t  human r i g h t s  h a d  b e e n  v i o l a t e d  b o t h
by I r a q  d u r i n g  t h e  w a r ,  a n d  b y  K u w a i t
a f t e r  t h e  f r e e d o m  o f  t h e i r  c o u n t r y  h a d
been r e g a i n e d .  T h e  o n g o i n g  s u f f e r i n g  o f
the K u r d i s h  r e f u g e e s ,  S h i a  r e f u g e e s  a n d
Pales t in ians  i s  h e a r t - r e n d i n g .  I  f e l t  s o r r y
tha t  o t h e r  p e o p l e  h a d  e x p e r i e n c e d
hardships a n d  s u f f e r i n g  a t  t h e  h a n d s  o f
Arabs u n d e r  t h e  b a n n e r  o f  ' n a t i o n a l i s m '  o r
' r e l i g i on ' .  Now a  Harva rd  U n i v e r s i t y  med i ca l
team r e p o r t ,  a f t e r  a  v i s i t  t o  I r a q ,  t h a t  a t
least  1 7 0 , 0 0 0  c h i l d r e n  w i l l  d i e  t h i s  y e a r
because o f  t h e  p rob lems  b r o u g h t  o n  b y  t h e
war. A s  a  p a e d i a t r i c i a n  I  f i n d  t h a t  e v e n
more d i f f i c u l t  t o  accept .

As I  f a c e d  a l l  t h e s e  e m o t i o n s ,  I  f e l t
burdened a n d  d e s p a i r i n g  a b o u t  t h e  f u t u r e .
What, a f t e r  a l l ,  c a n  a n  i n d i v i d u a l  d o  t o
a l t e r  s u c h  g r a n d - s c a l e  p r o b l e m s ?  I n  t h e
Koran t h e r e  i s  a  v e r s e  t h a t  s a y s ,  ' G o d
does n o t  change  t h e  s t a t e  o f  p e o p l e  u n t i l
they themse lves  change'. I t  w a s  f o r  me n o
longer  a  q u e s t i o n  o f  b e i n g  a w a r e  o f  t h e
problems a n d  f e e l i n g s ,  a n d  e x p r e s s i n g
them... b u t ,  w a s  I  p r e p a r e d  t o  l i v e
d i f f e r e n t l y  t o  p r e v e n t  t h e m  f r o m  happen ing
again? W h a t  m o r e  w a s  I  g o i n g  t o  d o  t o
bu i l d  b r i d g e s  o f  u n d e r s t a n d i n g ?  W a s  I
prepared t o   l e t  g o  m y  h u r t s  a n d  f i n d
hea l ing - .  s o  t h a t  I  c o u l d  l i v e  a  q u a l i t y  o f
l i f e  t h a t  b r o u g h t  h e a l i n g  i n s t e a d  o f
e rec t i ng  b a r r i e r s ?

At a  p e r s o n a l  l e v e l  I  h a d  t o  m a k e  a
f resh d e c i s i o n  t o  l i v e  e a c h  d a y  i n  t h e
l i g h t  o f  God ' s  d i r e c t i o n  a n d  l e a d i n g .  E a c h
day c h o o s i n g  t o  d o  e s s e n t i a l  t h i n g s  -  n o t
j u s t  w h a t  i s  g o o d  o r  f o r  m y  c o m f o r t .  I
r ea l i sed  t h a t  w h a t e v e r  o t h e r  p e o p l e ' s
reac t ions  a n d  n e g a t i v e  i m a g e  o f  t h e  A r a b
and M u s l i m  w o r l d ,  I  h a v e  a  c h o i c e  n o t  t o

le t  b a r r i e r s  d e v e l o p  i n  m y  h e a r t  t o w a r d s
others.

I  had  a lways  f e l t  t h a t  I  was meant  t o  b e
a b r i d g e  b e t w e e n  E a s t  a n d  W e s t ,  a n d
between d i f f e r e n t  f a i t h s ,  t o  c r e a t e  a  t r u e ,
equal p a r t n e r s h i p .  B u t  I  r e a l i s e d  t h a t  y o u
not o n l y  h a v e  t o  b e  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e
fu tu re ,  b u t  a l s o  f o r  t h e  p a s t .  T h e r e  i s  t h e
pos i t i ve  a n d  n e g a t i v e  t o  a l l  o u r  c o u n t r i e s '
h i s t o r i e s  a n d  t h e  w a y  w e  h a v e  t r e a t e d
other  peop le .  I  needed t o  accep t  b o t h  s i d e s
of  t h e  coin.  I f  w e  accep t  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  n o
room f o r  s u p e r i o r i t y ,  w e ' v e  a l l  b e e n
equa l ly  w r o n g  a n d  c a n  t h e r e f o r e  m a k e  a
f resh s t a r t  t o  b u i l d  t h a t  f u t u r e  w e  w a n t ,
and we  need each o t h e r  t o  d o  i t .

The A r a b  w o r l d  f a c e s  enormous  p r o b l e m s
-  n o t  J u s t  p o l i t i c a l  ones  -  w h i c h  w e  need
help t o  f i n d  a n s w e r s  t o :  t h e  b a l a n c e
between d e m o c r a c y  a n d  e s t a b l i s h e d
au tho r i t y ;  t e c h n o l o g y  a n d  m o d e r n i s a t i o n
versus t h e  t h r e a t  t o  m o r a l  codes ;  w e a l t h
and p o v e r t y  -  h o w  t o  b r i d g e  t h e  g a p .  I f
we d o  n o t  f i n d  a n s w e r s  t o  t h e s e  p rob lems
that  h a v e  r o o t s  i n  o u r  c u l t u r e  a n d
t r a d i t i o n ,  t h e r e  w i l l  a lways  b e  i n s t a b i l i t y .
I  h a v e  a l w a y s  f o u n d  t h a t  e n o u g h  t i m e  i n
quie t  r e f l e c t i o n  a n d  p r a y e r  h a s  h e l p e d  m e
to f i n d  t h e  i n s p i r e d  b a l a n c e  b e t w e e n  t h e
two d i f f e r e n t  w o r l d s  a n d  c u l t u r e s  t h a t  I
have g r o w n  u p  w i t h .  I  c a n  t h e n  choose  t h e
best o f  b o t h  c u l t u r e s  t h a t  I  w a n t  t o  t a k e
back t o  Egypt .

What i s  t h e  k e y  t o  b e t t e r  r e l a t i o n s
between t h e  W e s t  a n d  t h e  M i d d l e  E a s t  i n
the f u t u r e ?

Friendship. A  d e e p  f r i e n d s h i p  w i t h
someone o f  a n o t h e r  background o r  f a i t h  i s
the k e y.  I f  i t  i s  n o t  j u s t  s u p e r f i c i a l ,  i t
w i l l  a u t o m a t i c a l l y  l e a d  t o  a  d e e p
understanding o f  h o p e s ,  f e a r s  -  a n d
cu l tu re .  I t  w i l l  a l s o  demand  a  c a r e f u l
assessment o f  p r e j u d i c e s ,  f e a r s  a n d
stereotypes o n  b o t h  s i d e s  t h a t  a r e  a  b l o c k
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to d i a l o g u e .  H o n e s t y  a n d  c h a n g e  a r e
needed t o  c o n t i n u e  t o  n o u r i s h  s u c h  a
friendship.

R e a c h  o u t

Reach o u t  t o  t h e  e s t a b l i s h e d  A r a b
coummunities i n  t h e  West .  T h e  A r a b  w o r l d
i s  n o  l o n g e r  a  c o n t i n e n t  a w a y ;  t h e r e  a r e
establ ished c o m m u n i t i e s  l i v i n g  i n  F r a n c e ,
UK, Germany  a n d  o t h e r  W e s t e r n  c o u n t r i e s .
By r e a c h i n g  o u t  t o  t h e m  y o u  r e a c h  o u t  t o
the t h e  A r a b  w o r l d .  T h e y  n e e d  t o  f e e l
accepted, a n d  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  n o  l o n g e r  o n
the f r i n g e  o f  s o c i e t y .  B y  l i v i n g  y o u r
Chr i s t i an  f a i t h  y o u  c a n  h e l p  a n d  encourage
them n o t  t o  b e  t h e  g e n e r a t i o n  t h a t  i s  t o r n
between t w o  c u l t u r e s .  T h e y  n e e d  y o u r  h e l p
to d i s c o v e r  t h e i r  r o l e  a s  b r i d g e - b u i l d e r s ,
i f  t h e y  c a n  r e t a i n  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  v a l u e s  o f
t h e i r  I s l a m i c  t r a d i t i o n s  w i t h i n  t h e i r
adopted communi t ies.  I  know f r o m  p e r s o n a l
experience t h a t  d e e p  c a r e  a n d  f r i e n d s h i p
can b e  a  t u r n i n g  p o i n t  i n  f i n d i n g  a  n e w
direction and ro le .

Exchange v i s i t s .  T h e  A r a b  w o r l d  needs t o
see a n o t h e r  s i d e  o f  W e s t e r n  y o u t h  o t h e r
than t h e  decadent  p i c t u r e s  o n  T V,  a n d  t h e
Western y o u t h  n e e d s  t o  s e e  a  d i f f e r e n t
p i c t u re  o f  t h e  A r a b  w o r l d .  T h i s  i s  w h e r e
student  v i s i t s ,  s u c h  a s  t h o s e  w h i c h  h a v e
happened i n  t h e  c o n t e x t  o f  M R A ,  f r o m
France t o  t h e  Maghreb, a n d  f r o m  B r i t a i n  t o
Egypt, Sudan and Jordan,  a r e  v i t a l .

Pol i t i ca l  W i t h  t h e  determined,  u n i t e d
approach t o  t h e  G u l f  s i t u a t i o n  s h o w n  b y
the A l l i e s ,  t h e  A r a b  w o r l d  now e x p e c t s  t h e
West t o  b e  a s  de te rm ined  i n  t h e i r  approach
to peace  a n d  t h e  r i g h t s  o f  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n
people a n d  I s r a e l ' s  a n n e x a t i o n  o f  A r a b
lands. T h i s  i s  w h e r e  E u r o p e  c a n  p l a y  a
v i t a l  r o l e  a s  a  communi ty  because  i t  s t i l l
has some c r e d i b i l i t y  i n  t h e  A r a b  w o r l d .

I  f e e l  t h a t  t h e  f u t u r e  o f  t h e  M i d d l e
East i s  t o o  i m p o r t a n t  t o  b e  l e f t  i n  t h e
hands o f  p o l i t i c i a n s  a n d  e x p e r t s .  W h i l e  i t
is  i m p o r t a n t  t o  t r y  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e
facts,  i t  i s  a l s o  i m p o r t a n t  t o  u n d e r s t a n d
the f e e l i n g s  i n  p e o p l e ' s  h e a r t s .  T h i s  i s
where p e o p l e  o f  f a i t h  w h o  s e e k  a  d e e p e r
understanding have  a  g r e a t  advantage.

There i s  hope f o r  t h e  f u t u r e  because t h e
f u t u r e  depends o n  w h a t  w e  e a c h  d e c i d e  t o
reach o u t  and  b e g i n  t o  b u i l d  t o d a y.
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EACH OF US h a s  a  s o r t  o f  i n n e r  clock.  A t
a c e r t a i n  p o i n t  i n  l i f e  we  s e t  i t  and then
seldom change i t .  S o m e  people a r e  only a t
the i r  b e s t  i n  t h e  even ing  a n d  e s p e c i a l l y
as midnight  approaches. " T h a t ' s  t h e  way I
am."

But w e  c a n ,  i f  w e  choose, a d j u s t  t h e
clock. S o m e  c o n v e r s a t i o n s  c a n  b e
curtai led, some T V  programmes missed. B u t
most o f  a l l ,  w e  may have  t o  d e a l  w i t h  t h e
image we have o f  ourselves.

Rising e a r l y  t o  b e  s e r i o u s  a b o u t  G o d
sounds l i k e  a  b i t  o f  ho l iness  w h i c h  m a y
not b e  a t  a l l  t h e  image w e  want .  S o  w e
se t t l e  f o r  a n  e a s i e r  r o a d .  W e  w o u l d
rather b e  n i c e  a n d  e a s y -  g o i n g  t h a n  b e
new and centred i n  God. T h e  l a s t  t h i n g  we
want t o  d o  i s  t o  become s a i n t s .  S o  w e
s e t t l e  f o r  t h e  second-rate.

Father G r e t r y ,  F r e n c h  p r i e s t  a n d
philosopher, w h o  d i e d  i n  1 8 7 2 ,  w r o t e  a
book ' L e s  s o u r c e s '  meaning ' T h e  Spr ings ' .
In t h e  f i r s t  c h a p t e r  h e  p r e s e n t s  t h i s
e x t r a o r d i n a r y  challenge:

'The a d v i c e  w h i c h  f o l l o w s  i s  n o t  f o r
everyone. O n l y  a  f e w  choice  s p i r i t s ,  i n
the p r e s e n t  s t a t e  o f  t h e  w o r l d ,  a r e
capable o f  fo l lowing  i t  o r  w i l l  want  t o  do
SO.

S c a n  t h e  h o r i z o n

I t  i s  addressed t o  t h a t  man o f  20,  sane
and p r i v i l e g e d  i n  m i n d  a n d  e v e n  more  i n
heart,  w h o  h a s  unders tood  t h a t  a t  t h e
point w h e r e  h i s  f e l l o w  s t u d e n t s  h a v e
finished t h e i r  educat ion  h i s  o w n  beg ins :
who, a t  t h e  a g e  when t h e  crowd i s  swept
along b y  t h e  l o v e  o f  p l e a s u r e  a n d  o f
freedom, o f  t h e  world,  i t s  honours and i t s
riches, s t o p s  t o  scan t h e  w i d e  hor izon o f
l i f e  f o r  a  w o r t h i e r  object  o f  love.



I'm not at mg best in the morning
I t  i s  t o  t h i s  man t h a t  I  am speak ing  and

to him a lone.

F i r s t  I  s a y  t h i s :  y o u  m u s t  k n o w  t h a t
wisdom i s  o n l y  t o  b e  p o s s e s s e d  o n
s t r i n g e n t  t e rms .  A r e  y o u  courageous? C a n
you f a c e  s i l e n c e  a n d  s o l i t u d e ?  A r e  y o u
w i l l i n g  t o  s e e  y o u r  e q u a l s ,  w h o  h a v e
chosen a n  e a s y  w a y ,  a d v a n c e  i n  t h e i r
career  f a s t e r  t h a n  y o u  a n d  o c c u p y  t h e
space i n  t h e  w o r l d  t h a t  m i g h t  h a v e  b e e n
yours? C a n  y o u  s a c r i f i c e  e v e r y t h i n g ,
w i thou t  except ion ,  t o  j u s t i c e  a n d  t r u t h ?

Then l i s t e n  t o  wha t  f o l l o w s .

I f  y o u  h a v e  t h i s  e x t r a o r d i n a r y
determinat ion a n d  a r e  a b l e  t o  overcome t h e
innumerable o b s t a c l e s ,  r e a s o n a b l e  a n d
unreasonable, w h i c h  w i l l  b a r  y o u r  way,  l e t
me t e l l  y o u  who y o u r  t e a c h e r  i s  t o  be.

God i s  t o  b e  y o u r  teacher.

St A u g u s t i n e  w r o t e  a  b o o k  c a l l e d  ' D e
Mag is t ro '  i n  w h i c h  h e  s h o w s  t h a t  t h e r e  i s
on ly  o n e  m a s t e r ,  a  s i n g l e  m a s t e r  w h o  i s
ins ide  u s .  M o r e o v e r  God i s  t h e  u n i v e r s a l
l i g h t  w h i c h  i l l u m i n e s  e v e r y  man w h o  comes
i n t o  t h e  w o r l d .  D o  y o u  b e l i e v e  i t ?  I f  s o
you must  accep t  t h e  consquences.

Say t o  t h i s  m a s t e r : '  M a s t e r  speak. I  am
l i s t e n i n g . '  Then y o u  mus t  l i s t e n .

I n n e r  c h a t t e r

In o r d e r  t o  l i s t e n ,  s i l e n c e  i s  e s s e n t i a l ,
and t h a t  i s  n o t  e a s i l y  ach ieved.  W h a t  i s
t h i s  i n n e r  c h a t t e r  o f  v a i n  t hough ts ,  u n e a s y
desires, p a s s i o n ,  p r e j u d i c e s  p l a n t e d  b y
y o u r  e d u c a t i o n ,  o r  t h o s e  m o r e  f o r m i d a b l e
pre jud ices  w h i c h  a r e  p a r t  o f  t h e  a g e  i n
which y o u  l i v e  a n d  w h i c h  i n f l u e n c e  y o u
wi thout  y o u r  knowledge?  B e f o r e  y o u  c a n
reach t h e  consecra ted  s i l e n c e  o f  t h e  i n n e r
sanctuary  t h e r e  a r e  i m p o r t a n t  b a t t l e s  t o
be w o n .  Y o u  n e e d  t h o s e  s u p e r n a t u r a l
v i c t o r i e s  o f  w h i c h  G o d  s a y s  ' T o  h i m  w h o
conquers I  w i l l  g i v e  a u t h o r i t y  o v e r
nat ions ' .

We m u s t  s t o p  b e i n g  s l a v e s  t o  o u r s e l v e s
and s l a v e s  o f  t h e  a g e  i n  w h i c h  w e  l i v e .  I
do n o t  s a y  t h a t  t h i s  s t r u g g l e  h a s  t o  b e
over. I  do  s a y  t h a t  i t  h a s  t o  have  begun.

I t  i s  i n  f a c t  i n  t h e  m o r n i n g  b e f o r e  t h e
business a n d  d i s t r a c t i o n s  o f  t h e  d a y  t h a t
we must l i s t e n  t o  God.

August ine s a y s  ' T h i s  i s  w h a t  y o u  must
do: a s k  f o r  s t r e n g t h  a n d  t h e n  f o r  h e l p  i n
finding w h a t  y o u  a r e  l o o k i n g  f o r ,  t h e n
w r i t e  i t  d o w n  s o  t h a t  t h i s  c r e a t i o n  o f
y o u r  h e a r t  m a y  b e  a  s o u r c e  o f  l i f e  a n d
s t r eng th  f o r  y o u . '

I s  i t  n o t  c e r t a i n  t h a t  God i s  cont inual ly
speaking j u s t  a s  t h e  s u n  i s  c o n t i n u a l l y
sh in ing?

I f  y o u  s e e k  i n  s i l e n c e  and  so l i tude  then
you w i l l  a t  t i m e s  w a k e  u p  t o  t h e
r e a l i s a t i o n  t h a t  y o u  a r e  no longer  alone.

Do n o t  t r u s t  y o u r  memory...  y o u  m u s t
seize t h e  o c c a s i o n  a n d  w r i t e .  T r y  t o
capture t h e  w h o l e  panorama o f  t h e  i n n e r
spectac le . '

The i d e a  o f  w a i t i n g  o n  G o d  o c c u r s
through t h e  B i b l e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  Psalms
and t h e  Prophets.

Andrew M u r r a y ' s  b o o k  ' W a i t i n g  o n  G o d '
r e f e r s  t o  'The  s c h o o l  o f  w a i t i n g ' .

I  m a d e  a  s h o r t  l i s t  f r o m  h i s  b o o k  o f
some o f  t h e  p rom ises  o f  God i f  w e  w a i t  o n
Him.

' I n t e g r i t y,  u p r i g h t n e s s ,  cou rage ,  s t r e n g t h ,
hope pa t ience .  A  n e w  song  i n  m y  mouth. '

'Since t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h e  w o r l d ,  e y e
hath n o t  s e e n  n o r  e a r  hea rd  w h a t  God h a t h
prepared f o r  t h o s e  who w a i t  o n  Him. '

' T h e y  t h a t  w a i t  o n  t h e  L o r d  s h a l l  r e n e w
t h e i r  s t r e n g t h .  T h e y  w i l l  m o u n t  u p  w i t h
win, a s  e a g l e s :  t h e y  s h a l l  w a l k  a n d  n o t
lose h e a r t . '

' Wa i t  o n  t h e  L o r d  a n d  keep H i s  ways:  a n d
He w i l l  e x a l t  t h e e  t o  i n h e r i t  t h e  l a n d . '

These p r o m i s e s  a r e  a l m o s t  t o o  g o o d  t o
be t r u e .  I t  i s  w o r t h  c o n s i d e r i n g  a l t e r i n g
our c l o c k  s o  t h a t  w e  c a n  e n a b l e  t h e s e
promises t o  come t r u e .
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OUR FAMILY I S  n e a r i n g  t h e  e n d  o f  a  y e a r
spent i n  t h e  S o u t h  P a c i f i c .  F o r  a n y o n e
who h a s  n o t  b e e n  t o  t h e s e  ' o u t p o s t s '  ,  i t
is  h a r d  t o  e x p l a i n  w h a t  t h e s e  c o u n t r i e s
have t o  o f f e r  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  w o r l d .

Some o f  o u r  f r i e n d s  p r o b a b l y  t h o u g h t  w e
went m a i n l y  f o r  a  s a b b a t i c a l  o r  ' t o  g e t
away f r o m  i t  a l l ' .  A n d  I  g u e s s  y o u  c o u l d
do t h a t .  B u t  f o r  m e  a n  e x p o s u r e  t o  t h e
Pac i f i c  a n d  h e r  p e o p l e s  a l w a y s  m e a n s  a n
expansion o f  m y  h e a r t .  A n d  t h e r e f o r e  n o t
at a l l  a  r e t r e a t  t o  a  l i f e  u n d e r  a  p a l m
tree,  w a i t i n g  f o r  a  c o c o n u t  t o  d r o p  w h i l e
the w o r l d  goes  b y.

We a t t e n d e d  a  Sunday m o r n i n g  s e r v i c e  i n
an o rphanage  i n  F i j i .  W e  s a t  o n  wooden
benches o r  o n  m a t s  o n  t h e  f l o o r .  T h e
orphans a r e  c a r e d  f o r  b y  A n g l i c a n  s i s t e r s .
We w e r e  s o o n  t a k e n  b y  t h e  v i g o u r  a n d
charisma o f  t h e  c h a p l a i n  -  a  To n g a n  w h o
led t h e  s e r v i c e  w i t h  t h e  c a r e  a n d  d i g n i t y
of  o n e  m i n i s t e r i n g  i n  a  b e a u t i f u l
cathedral .  I t  w a s  a  s p e c i a l  o c c a s i o n  a n d
yet t h i s  w a s  j u s t  a n  o r d i n a r y  S u n d a y
service.  E a c h  v i s i t o r  was  g i v e n  a  p e r s o n a l
welcome, a n d  b y  t h e  t i m e  t h e  s e r v i c e  w a s
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over ( t w o  h o u r s ! )  y o u  f e l t  p a r t  o f  a
family where a l l  a r e  equals because we a r e
a l l  equa l l y  loved.  A s  I  walked o u t  o f  t h e
door, a  v o i c e  i n s i d e  m e  s a i d ,  ' F l i n g  t h e
doors o f  your  hear t  open always'.

This i s  t h e  e f f e c t  o f  t h e  warmth  a n d
care o f  t h e  P a c i f i c  p e o p l e s  o n  m e  a s  a
North European. W e  t e n d  t o  have  a  r a t h e r
romantic i d e a  o f  t h e  P a c i f i c  -  a  p lace  o f
sun a n d  sand  a n d  s m i l i n g  people  i n  g r a s s
skirts.  I t  i s  h a r d  t o  convey t o  anyone
who h a s  n o t  b e e n  h e r e  t h a t  t h i s  p i c t u r e ,
however t r u e ,  i s  incomplete.  M a t t e r s  o f
the h e a r t  a r e  h a r d  t o  e x p l a i n  w i t h  words
on paper.

R o m a n t i c  i d e a

Our experience t h i s  y e a r  has been mainly
in New Zealand -  a n d  w i t h  h e r  indigenous
Polynesian people ,  t h e  Maor is .  T h e r e  a r e
several t h i n g s  t h a t  s t r i k e  m e  a b o u t  t h e
Polynesians w h i c h  a r e  d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  u s
s t i f f  Europeans.  O n e  i s  t h e i r  humour.
Never b e f o r e  h a v e  I  s e e n  o l d  a n d
distinguished m e n  -  e l d e r s  o r  c h i e f s -
giggle! O n e  moment t h e y  may b e  making a
very f o r m a l  and formidable speech i n  f r o n t
of t h e  people; t h e  next  t h e y  a r e  s i t t i n g  i n
a c o r n e r  w i t h  a  g r o u p  o f  t h e i r  p e e r s



down under
Peters

enjoying others '  presentat ions w i t h
mirth a n d  l a u g h t e r .  Y o u  h a v e
prepared t o  have your  l e g  pul led!

We m e t  D a m e  W h i n a  C o o p e r ,  a t  9 6
Maoridom's g r a n d  o l d  l a d y  who h a s  worked
a l l  h e r  l i f e  t o  he lp  h e r  people. S h e  says:
"When p e o p l e  l a u g h  w i t h  y o u  t h e y  a r e
already c lose  t o  agreement. "

Maori p e o p l e  h a v e  a n  s u p e r -generosi ty
towards e a c h  o t h e r  a t  t i m e s  o f  n e e d  o r
sorrow. P e o p l e  t h i n k  n o t h i n g  o f  p i l i n g
their  k i d s  i n t o  a  c a r  and  d r i v i n g  th rough
the n i g h t  i n  o r d e r  t o  r e a c h  a  ' t a n g i '

Am(Maori f u n e r a l )  t o  b e  a b l e  t o  support  t h e
6rieving

I  h a v e  exper ienced  m y s e l f  t h e  s h e e r
physical support  w h i c h  i s  g i v e n  when y o u
feel  s a d .  W h e n  I  h a d  n e w s  o f  a  d e a r
friend who h a d  d ied ,  m y  M a o r i  f r i e n d  n e x t
to m e  p u t  h e r  a r m  r o u n d  m e .  S h e  s a i d
nothing, b u t  h e r  support  a n d  comfor t  w e r e
tangible. S h e  s h a r e d  m y  g r i e f  a n d
therefore l i f t e d  m e ,  w a r m e d  m e  a n d
strengthened me.

These q u a l i t i e s  a r e  n o t  e x c l u s i v e  t o
Polynesian p e o p l e ,  o f  c o u r s e .  C h i l d r e n
often h a v e  them.  I  f i n d  i t  h e l p f u l  t o
learn f r o m  m y  c h i l d r e n ' s  r e a c t i o n s  t o
things. T h e  o t h e r  day  when w e  had t o  s a y
goodbye t o  s o m e  d e a r  f r i e n d s  whom  w e
don't know when we w i l l  see  again,  my  f i v e

Aftwear o l d  daughter  found  m e  a  b i t  t e a r f u l

endless
to b e

in t h e  k i tchen.  " A r e  y o u  sad?" s h e  s a i d ,
and looked a t  me w i t h  knowledge i n  h e r  b i g
eyes. " Y e s , "  I  rep l ied .  "Don't b e  sad," s h e
said, " C a n  I  he lp  you make dinner?" T h e r e
was n o t  m u c h  t o  d o  a n d  I  s a i d  I  w a s
alr ight .  B u t  s h e ,  w i t h  g r e a t  a u t h o r i t y,
put o n  a n  a p r o n ,  p u l l e d  u p  a  s t a l l  t o
stand o n ,  a n d  s a i d ,  "But  I  don ' t  w a n t  y o u
to b e  a lone.  N o t  when y o u  a r e  sad."  And
she was r i g h t .  I  need no t  s o  much t o  t a l k
or t o  d w e l l  o n  my sadness -  I  needed t h e
physical presence o f  someone's love.

Do we  o f f e r  t h i s  t o  one another? D o  w e
drop what  w e  a r e  i n  t h e  middle  o f  doing,
in o r d e r  t o  suppo r t  each  o t h e r ?

Doing t h i n g s  t o g e t h e r  i s  a n o t h e r  q u a l i t y
o f  p e o p l e  h e r e .  I f  s o m e  c a r r o t s  n e e d
peel ing, o r  d i s h e s  w a s h i n g  -  w e  d o  i t
together  u n t i l  t h e  J o b  i s  d o n e .  N o  o n e
should be  l e f t  a l o n e  t o  c a r r y  t h e  load .

I  l e a r n t  a  l e s s o n  r e c e n t l y  when a  f r i e n d
of  m ine  phoned and  s a i d  s h e  was  c a n c e l l i n g
a l l  engagements o u t s i d e  h e r  home because
she f e l t  s h e  needed  t o  s p e n d  m o r e  t i m e
w i th  h e r  mother.  A t  f i r s t  I  t h o u g h t ,  "What
a p i t y .  S h e  i s  a  m a t u r e  woman a n d  needs
to l e a d  h e r  o w n  l i f e . "  B u t  t h e n  i n  m y
heart something s a i d ,  " Tr u s t  h e r " ,  a n d  I
said t o  h e r ,  "Wel l ,  y o u  must  d o  w h a t  y o u
feel  deepest i n  y o u r  hear t . "  T h r e e  weeks
la ter  h e r  m o t h e r  d i e d  unexpectedly.
gasped when I  heard t h e  news, knowing how
easily I  c o u l d  h a v e  r e a c t e d  w r o n g l y ,
according t o  my own judgements.

I f  o u r  hear ts  and w i l l s  a r e  t r u l y  handed
over t o  God a n d  w e  have  decided w e  w a n t
His w i l l  more t h a n  o u r  own, t h e n  I  be l i eve
our hear ts  can o f t e n  l ead  u s  more d i r e c t l y
than our  minds.
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Encounters in Moscow
people  who remember t h e  g o o d  o l d  d a y s
under S t a l i n  a n d  B rezhnev.

P h i l i p  Boobbyer,  a  s t u d e n t  i n  London,
r e c e n t l y  r e t u r n e d  f r o m  a  t h r e e  mon th
v i s i t  t o  Moscow, w h e r e  h e  was  d o i n g
a r c h i v a l  r e s e a r c h  f o r  h i s  PhD. T h e
f o l l o w i n g  a r e  some h i s  r e f l e c t i o n s .

ANY AMOUNT OF S T U D I E S  c a n n o t  p r e p a r e
you f o r  a n o t h e r  s o c i e t y ,  b u t
p a r t i c u l a r l y  o n e  w h i c h  h a s  b e e n  t h r o u g h
the e x p e r i e n c e  w h i c h  R u s s i a  a n d  t h e
o t h e r  S o v i e t  r e p u b l i c s  h a v e  unde rgone .
I t  i s  a  s o c i e t y  w h i c h  y o u  c a n n o t  a n d
shou ld  n o t  c l a i m  t o  u n d e r s t a n d .  T h e r e  i s
o f t e n  a  deep,  d a r k  a n g e r  i n  p e o p l e .

One e v e n i n g  a  man e x p l o d e d  a t  m e  a n d
Westerners i n  g e n e r a l  w h o  m i g h t  assume
t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  S o v i e t  e x p e r i e n c e .  H e
p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  t h e  R u s s i a n  l a n g u a g e
was n o w  f i l l e d  w i t h  p r i s o n -camp w o r d s
and s u b t l e  d o u b l e  mean ings ,  s o  t h a t  i t
was i m p o s s i b l e  f o r  a n  o u t s i d e r  t o  r e a l l y
l e a r n  i t .  T h e n  h e  s a i d  t h a t  p e r e s t r o i k a
had come t o o  l a t e  f o r  h i m .  H e  was  a  man
i n  h i s  f o r t i e s ,  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n s  o f  h i s
l i f e  w e r e  a l r e a d y  i n  p l a c e .

I  m e t  a  d r a m a t i s t ,  w h o  s a i d
work ing  o n  a  p l a y  a b o u t  a  man
p e r e s t r o i k a  because  h i s  y o u t h
a l r e a d y  p a s t ,  a n d  h e  w o u l d  n e v e r  b e
to  p r o f i t  f r o m  i t .  T h e  d r a m a t i s t ' s
i n s i g h t  seemed c l o s e  t o  my f r i e n d ' s
exper ience .

Many p e o p l e  d o  n o t  k n o w  t h e i r  own
h i s t o r y .  O n e  l a d y,  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  a l l
o f  t h e  t h e a t r e  d i r e c t o r s  o f  t h e  S o v i e t
Union, n o t e d  t h a t  b e y o n d  h e r  p a r e n t s  s h e
d i d  n o t  k n o w  where  h e r  a n c e s t o r s  came
from. S u c h  p e o p l e  a r e  c u t  o f f  f r o m  t h e i r
past .  A n d  t o  b e  c u t  o f f  f r o m  y o u r  own
h i s t o r y  i s  t o  b e  somehow c u t  o f f  f r o m
someth ing o f  y o u r s e l f .

he was  now
who h a t e d
had

a b l e

R e d i s c o v e r  o w n  h i s t o r y

I w a s  g l a d  t o  meet  some y o u n g e r
Russian h i s t o r i a n s ,  w h o  a r e  p a r t  o f  t h e
g e n e r a t i o n  who a r e  t r y i n g  t o  r e d i s c o v e r
t h e i r  own h i s t o r y ;  g o i n g  t o  a r c h i v e s ,
c a r e f u l l y  w r i t i n g  o u t  b y  h a n d  -  f o r
t h e r e  a r e  f e w  p h o t o c o p i e r s  -  o l d
documents, a n d  t h e n  a r r a n g i n g  f o r  t h e i r
p u b l i c a t i o n .  T h i s  r e d i s c o v e r y  o f  h i s t o r y
sounds e a s y,  b u t  t h e r e  a r e  p l e n t y  o f

I t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t o  b e  r o m a n t i c  a b o u t
s u f f e r i n g ,  a n d  a s s e r t  t h a t  t h o s e  who
have s u f f e r e d  may h a v e  t h e  mos t  t o  g i v e .
Th i s  i s  p a r t l y  t r u e .  T h o s e  who h a v e
p u l l e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  s u f f e r i n g  o f f e r  u s
t r u t h s  w h i c h  we i n  t h e  West  a r e  i n
despera te  n e e d  o f .  B u t  v e r y  f e w  h a v e
come t h r o u g h  i t .  A  w e l l - k n o w n  l i t e r a r y
c r i t i c  whom I  know,  o n  b e i n g  t o l d  b y  a
f r i e n d  t h a t  R u s s i a  was  G o d ' s  r e s e r v e
f o r c e  i n  t h e  w o r l d ,  s a i d  t h a t  t h i s  c o u l d
be i n t e r p r e t e d  i n  t w o  ways:  t h a t  i t
might mean t h a t  i t  w a s  a  f o r c e  o f  g o o d
kept  b e h i n d  t o  d e a l  w i t h  t h e  d a r k  f o r c e s
i n  t h e  w o r l d ;  o r  i t  m i g h t  mean t h a t
Russia s t o o d  o u t s i d e  h i s t o r y  a n d  w a s  t h - -
p l ace  where  a l l  t h e  g h a s t l y  e x p e r i m e n t s
would t a k e  p l a c e ,  a n d  f r o m  w h i c h  t h e
r e s t  o f  m a n k i n d  w o u l d  l e a r n  t h e
a p p r o p r i a t e  l e s s o n s .  R u s s i a n s  a r e  o f t e n
tempted t o  b e l i e v e  t h e  l a t t e r .

A f o r c e  o f  g o o d

What i s  t h i s  s u f f e r i n g ?  I t  i s
d i f f i c u l t  t o  p u t  o n e ' s  f i n g e r  o n .  I t  i s
not j u s t  t h e  m i l l i o n s  who  h a v e  d i e d ,  o r
who h a v e  w a s t e d  t h e i r  l i v e s  i n  p r i s o n
camps. T h a t  i s  t h e  s u r f a c e  o f  i t .  F r o m
my l i m i t e d  e x p e r i e n c e ,  i t  i s  a l s o  a  k i n d
of  s p i r i t u a l  c l a u s t r o p h o b i a .  T h e
d i s s i d e n t s  who h a v e  t a l k e d  a b o u t  t h e
' l i e '  a r e  t h o s e  c l o s e s t  t o  i t .  I t  i s  a
system b u i l t  o n  a l w a y s  t e l l i n g  p a r t  o f
the  t r u t h ,  b u t  n e v e r  a l l  o f  i t .  P e o p l e
a b d i c a t e  t h e i r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s .  T h e
r e s u l t  i s  t h e  k i n g d o m  o f  m e d i o c r i t y  -  a t
l e a s t  i n  p u b l i c  l i f e .  N o t h i n g  i s  c l e a n
and b u r e a u c r a c i e s  i n t e r f e r e  eve rywhe re .

I w a s  t o l d  o f  a  U k r a i n i a n  t o w n  t h a t
had a l w a y s  b e e n  c l o s e d  t o  f o r e i g n e r s .
Then i t  t u r n e d  o u t  t h a t  t h e  r e a s o n  was
i t s  h i g h e r  t h a n  a v e r a g e  r a d i a t i o n  l e v e l ,
about w h i c h  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  o f  t h e  t o w n
had n o t  b e e n  t o l d .  A  f a m i l y  was
e m i g r a t i n g .  B u t  t h e  g i r l s  h a d  t h e i r
ear- r i n g s  c o n f i s c a t e d  a t  t h e  e x i t -
customs, b e c a u s e  t h e y  h a d  n o t  b e e n  g i v e n
p e r m i s s i o n  t o  t a k e  t h e m  b y  t h e  M i n i s t r y
o f  C u l t u r e .  S u c h  s t o r i e s  a r e  o r d i n a r y .

I f o u n d  m y s e l f  r e f l e c t i n g  o n  t h e  w o r d
' n o r m a l i t y ' .  T h e r e  i s  a  c e r t a i n  t r e n d  i n
the West  t o  d e n y  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  n o r m a l
and abno rma l  p e o p l e ,  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e
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normal a n d  abnorma l  ways  o f  l i v i n g .  T h e
Sov ie t  U n i o n  d i s p r o v e s  t h i s  i n  e v e r y
Way.

On t h e  s u r f a c e ,  t h e  S o v i e t  U n i o n  i s
reasonab ly  no rma l .  P e o p l e  g o  t o  w o r k ,
and e a t  2 - 3  mea l s  a  d a y.  T h e y  g e t
marr ied,  h a v e  c h i l d r e n ,  c e l e b r a t e
b i r t h d a y s ,  g o  t o  t h e  c inema.  B u t  b e h i n d
t h i s  n o r m a l i t y ,  e v e r y t h i n g  i s  abno rma l ,
t w i s t e d .  O n e  f r i e n d  s a i d  t h a t  a f t e r  h i s
f i r s t  v i s i t  t o  t h e  West,  h e  r e a l i s e d
t h a t  a  n o r m a l  l i f e  was p o s s i b l e .  Ye s ,
people g o  t o  work ,  b u t  many o f  t h e m  d o
no wo rk .  Ye s ,  p e o p l e  d o  h a v e  2 - 3  m e a l s  a
day, b u t  t h e  f o o d  p r o d u c t i o n  a n d
d i s t r i b u t i o n  s y s t e m  have  b r o k e n  down,
shops a r e  empty  a n d  m o t h e r s  k e e p  t h e i r
r e f r i g e r a t o r s  s t o c k e d  up .  T o  s t o c k  u p ,
they m i g h t  queue  u p  t o  s e v e n  h o u r s  f o r
b u t t e r .  ( O n e  f r i e n d  commented t h a t  i n
the  West p e o p l e  spend  t h e i r  f r e e  t i m e
c a r i n g  f o r  t h e i r  ga rdens :  b u t  i n  R u s s i a ,
they  spend  i t  i n  t h e  queue.  T h e  r e s u l t
i s  t h e  ' c u l t u r e  o f  t h e  q u e u e . ' )

The s y s t e m  has  t a k e n  away p e r s o n a l
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ;  t h e  r e s u l t  i s  t h a t  many
people l a c k  a  sense  o f  i n i t i a t i v e .  I
s a i d  t h a t  p u b l i c  l i f e  i s  m e d i o c r e ;  b u t
o f  c o u r s e  t h e  moment y o u  e n t e r  someone ' s
apartment ,  e v e r y t h i n g  i s  d i f f e r e n t  a n d
o f t e n  b e a u t i f u l .  I n  t h e  p u b l i c  a r e n a ,
almost e v e r y t h i n g  i s  d i r t y  a n d  p o l l u t e d ;
i n  t h e  p r i v a t e  a rena ,  i t  i s  o f t e n  t h e
oppos i te .  I t  i s  s u r e l y  n o r m a l  f o r  p e o p l e
to  h a v e  a  measure o f  p r i v a t e  p r o p e r t y ;
they  need  p r i d e  i n  t h e i r  own c r e a t i o n s .

L a c k  o f  i n i t i a t i v e

That, I  w o u l d  s u g g e s t ,  i s  j u s t  t h e  t i p
o f  a n  i c e b e r g  i n  t h e  f i e l d  o f
' n o r m a l i t y ' .  O n e  f r i e n d  r e c a l l e d  a
recent  c o n f e r e n c e  h e  h a d  b e e n  t o  i n
I n d i a  o n  t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  ' S e l f l e s s
S e r v i c e ' .  T h e y  h a d  a  v o t e  a t  t h e
conference,  a n d  e v e r y b o d y  was  i n  f a v o u r
o f  s e l f l e s s  s e r v i c e .  E x c e p t  o f  c o u r s e ,
the Russ ians ,  w h o  h a d  v o t e d  a g a i n s t  i t .
For them,  i t  w a s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  a n  i d e a
f o r  w h i c h  t e r r i b l e  s u f f e r i n g s  h a d  b e e n
i n f l i c t e d  o n  huge  numbers o f  p e o p l e .
Such u n s e l f i s h n e s s  f o r  t h e m  was h i g h l y
undes i rab le .  T h e  s t o r y  i s  a  u s e f u l  o n e ,
t h a t . p o i n t s  o u t  t h e  need  f o r  u s  a l l  t o
t h i n k  o u t  t h e  meaning o f  o u r  m o r a l
values.  Some o f  t h e  i d e a l s  o f  communism,
such a s  j u s t i c e  a n d  s e l f - s a c r i f i c e ,  a r e

C h r i s t i a n  i d e a l s  w i t h o u t  God.  T h e  r e s u l t
i s  a  p e r v e r s i o n  o f  t h e  i d e a l s .

Not s u r p r i s i n g l y ,  m a n y  p e o p l e  a r e  i n
the  g r i p  o f  f e a r :  t h e  f e a r  o f  a  r e t u r n
to  t h e  o l d  sys tem,  o f  t h e  b o r d e r s
c l o s i n g ,  o f  t h e  s t a r v a t i o n  w h i c h  m i g h t
come tomor row.  I n  t h e  West ,  w e  t h i n k
about m a k i n g  t h i n g s  b e t t e r .  I n  R u s s i a ,
expe r i ence  s u g g e s t s  t o  p e o p l e  t h a t
t h i n g s  d o  n o t  i m p r o v e .  W h a t  t h e n  a r e  t h e
sources o f  hope?  One answer  mus t  b e  o n  a
s p i r i t u a l  l e v e l .  N o  need  t o  p l a c e  o n e ' s
hopes a n d  a i m s  o n  a n  i m p r o v e d  s o c i e t y  i n
the  d i s t a n t  f u t u r e :  G o d  o f f e r s  H i m s e l f
now. C h r i s t  o f f e r e d  t h e  g o o d  news t h a t
the  k ingdom o f  God i s  a t  h a n d  a n d
w i t h i n .  T h a t ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  s h o u l d  n o t  t a k e
away t h e  n e e d  t o  w o r k  f o r  a  b e t t e r
s o c i e t y.

The g r i p  o f  f e a r

I  me t  a  human r i g h t s  a c t i v i s t ,  w h o  h a d
been i n  j a i l .  T h e  a u t h o r i t i e s  p u t
ano ther  p e r s o n  i n  t h e  j a i l  c e l l  w i t h
her:  someone w i t h  b a d  h a b i t s ,  a n d
unp leasant  i n  e v e r y  way.  S h e  s a i d  t h a t
i t  w a s  a t  t h a t  moment, a l o n e  i n  t h e  j a i l
w i t h  a n  u n p l e a s a n t  compan ion ,  t h a t  s h e
unders tood t h e  mean ing  o f  l o v i n g  y o u r
ne ighbour ;  a n d  u n d e r s t o o d  t h a t  i t  i s
i m p o s s i b l e  t o  l o v e  y o u r  n e i g h b o u r  i n
your  own s t r e n g t h .

Another R u s s i a n  f r i e n d ,  a  s p e c i a l i s t
i n  R u s s i a n  p h i l o s o p h y,  s a i d  t h a t  t h e r e
i s  a  g r e a t  n e e d  t o  l o v e  p e o p l e  i n  s p i t e
o f  t h e i r  p a s t ,  a n d  t o  f a l l  i n  l o v e  w i t h
Russia a s  a  n a t i o n  i n  t h e  same way.  A
l e c t u r e r  a t  Moscow U n i v e r s i t y  t o l d  me o f
her  d ream t o  c r e a t e  p r i m a r y  s c h o o l
educa t ion  i n  R u s s i a  w h i c h  w o u l d  t e a c h
people t h e  mean ing  o f  l o v e  a n d
t o l e r a n c e .

Related t o  t h i s ,  I  remember  a  m o v i n g
c o n v e r s a t i o n  w i t h  a n o t h e r  f r i e n d  who h a d
been i n  p r i s o n ,  w h o  r a i s e d  t h e  q u e s t i o n :
What d o e s  i t  mean t o  f o r g i v e  t h o s e  who
have k n o w i n g l y  wronged you ,  y e t  w i l l  n o t
accept i t ?

I  know one  c o u p l e  who h a v e  s e t  u p  a
r e l i g i o u s  c e n t r e .  T h e y  b e l i e v e  t h a t
a l t hough  r e l i g i o n  i s  f a s h i o n a b l e ,  t h e r e
are  many who a r e  s i m p l y  e x c h a n g i n g  t h e
dogmas o f  M a r x i s m  f o r  t h e  dogmas o f
C h r i s t i a n i t y  w i t h o u t  g o i n g  t h r o u g h  a n
i n n e r  t r a n f o r m a t i o n .  S o ,  t h e r e  i s  a
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MAY I  RECALL a  f e w  o f  t h e  m o s t  m o v i n g
moments i n  my l i f e ?

The c h i c k e n s  h a d  b e e n  s l a u g h t e r e d  r o u n d
the b a c k  o f  t h e  h o u s e ,  a n d  m a n y  p o t s
brought o v e r  t o  c o o k  them.  O f  c o u r s e  t h e
women h a d  t a k e n  o v e r  -  b o i l i n g  b e a n s ,
shredding p u m p k i n  l e a v e s ,  s l i c i n g
pineapples; a n d  m y  s a c k  o f  ma i ze - f l o u r  l a y
empty.

There w a s  f e a s t i n g ,  b a n t e r  a n d  m i r t h ;
which a l l  f a d e d  w i t h  t h e  t w i l i g h t .  W e  s a t
down i n  a  l a r g e  c i r c l e .  A  f e w  m o t h s
f l i t t e d  a g a i n s t  t h e  s i n g l e  b u l b  t h a t  l i t
the verandah. T h e  moments began.

' - .  w e  w e r e  i n  t h e  f i e l d ,  h a r v e s t i n g ,  a n d
Mr K a m a n g i l a  t u r n e d  t o  m e  a n d  s a i d  -
laborare e s t  o ra re . . . . '  I  b r o k e  o f f ;  my  l i p s
cou ldn ' t  f o r m  r o u n d  t h e  wo rds .  W e  l o o k e d
c o l l e c t i v e l y  a t  t h e  d u s t  o n  t h e  g r o u n d
u n t i l  s o m e o n e  a d d e d  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e
sentence -  ' t o  w o r k  i s  t o  p r a y,  i n  L a t i n ' .
I was  t o o  moved t o  con t inue .

The m e m o r y  o f  t h a t  k i n d n e s s ,
thought fu lness  a n d  s p i r i t u a l  a w a r e n e s s
opened t h e  g a t e  t o  a l l  t h e  wonders  o f  m y
time i n  Ma lawi .  A  f l o o d  o f  g r a t i t u d e  r o s e
in m y  e y e s ,  t r e m b l e d  o n  m y  l i p s ,  a n d  n o
words c o u l d  speak i t .

No w o r d s ,  b u t  o n l y  a  t i m e l e s s  c r i c k e t -
s ing ing  s i l e n c e  s e a l e d  o u r  f i n a l
togetherness.

'...and l a s t l y  I  m u s t  a s k  y o u  t o  w r i t e
your n a m e s ,  w i t h  y o u r  d i s t r i c t s  a n d
v i l l ages ,  i n  m y  b o o k  p l e a s e .  F o r  m a y b e
when I  come b a c k  t o  t h i s  p l a c e ,  y o u  s h a l l
be gone; b u t  even  i f  I  am o l d ,  w i t h  a  s t i c k
and a  g r a n d - c h i l d ,  I  s h a l l  f i n d  y o u .  W a i t
f o r  me! I  s h a l l  come.'

There was  some c l a p p i n g  when t h e  speech
was o v e r ,  a  p a u s e ,  a n d  a  c o l l e c t i v e
g lanc ing t o  d e c i d e  w h o  w o u l d  s t a r t  t h e
rep l ies .  T h e n  o n e  b y  o n e  e v e r y  c o l l e a g u e
in t h e  c i r c l e  b e s t o w e d  h i s  a n d  h e r
b less ing o n  t h e  d e p a r t i n g  v i s i t o r .  I  s h a l l
never f o r g e t  i t .  O v e r  some o f  t h e i r  f a c e s
came a  momentary change, l i k e  a  s w i r l  upon
water, a s  i f  a  r a r e l y - fa thomed d e p t h  o f
s p i r i t  h a d  sudden ly  been c a l l e d  upon:

'Before y o u  came, y o u  w e r e  one  o f  u s . '

' I  w a n t  t o  t h a n k  y o u ,  b e c a u s e  i t  s e e m s
that  G o d  h a d  a  p u r p o s e  f o r  y o u  b e i n g
here. '

40'

Out in Africa
by Angela Willoughbg

" I  W I L L  ACCEPT a n y  c h a l l e n g e ,  h o w e v e r
small, Yo u  g i v e  me  t o d a y. "  T h e s e  w e r e  m y
thoughts a t  4 . 0 0  a . m .  o n e  m o r n i n g  d u r i n g
another s l e e p l e s s  n i g h t .  I  h a d  h a d  a l m o s t
a month  o f  b roken  n i g h t s .  T h i s  was  p a r t l y
due t o  a  v i r u s ,  a n d  p a r t l y  d u e  t o  a n
increasing d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  w i t h  e v e r y d a y
l i f e .  I  w a s  b o r e d ,  I  w a s n ' t  c h a l l e n g e d
enough...

That m o r n i n g  I  t u r n e d  t o  m y  B i b l e  i n
f r u s t r a t i o n  a t  t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  t h e  d a w n
chorus a f t e r  y e t  a n o t h e r  s l e e p l e s s  n i g h t .

I s u d d e n l y  r e a l i s e d  t h a t  p e r h a p s  t h e
problem w a s  t h a t  I  h a d  b e e n  i g n o r i n g  t h e
chal lenges t h a t  God  s e t s  m e  eve ryday,  t h e
l i t t l e  t h i n g s :  p e o p l e  t o  l o v e ,  t a s k s  t o
f u l f i l ,  s e r v i c e  t o  g i v e .  I  h a d  b e e n

Angela :2nd from l e f t )  a t  the Equator

Once I  l o o k e d  u p  a n d  m e t  e y e s  l i k e
l i gh ts ,  s h i n i n g  t h r o u g h  t e a r s ,  i n  t h e
darkness. S h e  s a i d ,  ' A n d  a l l  t h i s  t i m e
Alan h a s  been  l i v i n g  s i m p l y  -  h e  i s  j u s t  a
simple p e r s o n . '  T h e n  s h e  l o o k e d  a t  t h e
three o t h e r  women. O n e  o f  t h e m  w h i s p e r e d
something a n d  b e g a n  a  r e f r a i n  w h i c h
s ta r ted  t h e  who le  c i r c l e  i n  song:

'Petani b w i n o !  M u l u n g u  ( . . . s o m e t h i n g ,
something). P e t a n i  b w i n o ! '  I  t h i n k  i t  w a s ,
'Go w e l l !  G o d  g o  w i t h  y o u .  G o  w e l l ! ' ,
repeated a g a i n  a n d  a g a i n ,  w i t h  r e s t r a i n e d
clapping. T h e n  o n e  b y  o n e  t h e y  came o v e r,
shook hands, a n d  l e f t .
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complaining s o  much t h a t  I  was  m i s s i n g  a l l
these o p p o r t u n i t i e s .  I  d e c i d e d  t o  m e e t
any cha l l enge  t h a t  d a y  w h a t e v e r  i t  was .  I
never imag ined  t h a t  l a t e r  t h a t  d a y  I  w o u l d
be book ing  a  t i c k e t  f o r  A f r i c a .

I  w a s  i n v i t e d  t o  a t t e n d  t h e  f i r s t  A l l -
f r i can  M R A  c o n f e r e n c e ,  N a i r o b i ,  K e n y a

which w a s  d u e  t o  s t a r t  o n l y  s i x  d a y s
l a te r.  I  knew i t  w a s  r i g h t  t o  g o  and  t h i s
was c o n f i r m e d  b y  t h e  a r rangemen ts  f a l l i n g
in to  p l a c e .  I n  4 8  h o u r s  I  h a d  p a i d  m y
fare, h a d  a l l  m y  i n j e c t i o n s  a n d  w a s  o n  m y
way!

The f u l l  t i t l e  o f  t h e  c o n f e r e n c e  w a s
"Men mus t  choose t o  b e  governed  b y  God o r
they condemn t h e m s e l v e s  t o  b e  r u l e d  b y
ty ran ts "  ( W i l l i a m  Penn). I t  w a s  a n  A f r i c a n
i n i t i a t i v e  t o  b r i n g  t o g e t h e r  men and  women
from a l l  o v e r  t h e  c o n t i n e n t  t o  f a c e  t h e i r
problems a n d  d i f f i c u l t i e s  a n d  s e a r c h
together  f o r  G o d ' s  p l a n  f o r  t h e  w a y
forward.

Amid a l l  t h e  t u r m o i l  wh i ch  many p a r t s  o f
- t h e  w o r l d  a r e  l i v i n g  t h r o u g h  -  t h e

upr is ing i n  E t h i o p i a ,  t h e  a s s a s s i n a t i o n  o f
Raj iv Gandhi ,  i n c r e a s i n g  v i o l e n c e  i n  S o u t h
A f r i c a  -  h e r e  w a s  a  common d e s i r e  t o  s e t
aside h a t r e d  a n d  b r i n g  l o v e .  A n  E t h i o p i a n
Church c h o i r  o p e n e d  t h e  s e s s i o n  i n  t h i s
s p i r i t  s i n g i n g  w i t h  j o y  a n d  h o p e  f o r  t h e
fu ture .

A Kenyan s e t  t h e  m e e t i n g s  i n  c o n t e x t  b y
examining t h e  achievements  i n  A f r i c a  a f t e r
50 y e a r s  o f  s e l f - r u l e .  H i s  a n s w e r s  o f
poverty,  u n e m p l o y m e n t ,  h u n g e r  a n d
cor rup t ion  l e f t  n o  i l l u s i o n s  a n d  a  k e e n
sense o f  r e a l i t y  w a s  i n t r o d u c e d .
Throughout t h e  f i v e  d a y s  t h i s  r e a l i t y  w a s
always p resen t ,  b u t  a t  t h e  same t i m e  t h e r e
was h o p e ,  a  d e e p  l o v e  f o r  G o d  a n d  a
commitment t o  s t a n d  u p  t o  t h e  t y r a n t s
w i th in  o u r s e l v e s  and  w i t h i n  o u r  s o c i e t y.

Many p e o p l e  s h a r e d  t h e i r  e x p e r i e n c e s  o f
fami ly  l i f e  a n d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  l i f e ;  t h e

temptat ions,  t h e  f a i l u r e s  a n d  t h e
v i c to r i es .  T h e r e  w e r e  many s t u d e n t s ,  a n d
as t h e y  w e r e  a b o u t  t o  e n t e r  i n t o  a
p ro fess iona l  w o r l d  f u l l  o f  b r i b e r y  a n d
cor rupt ion ,  i t  w a s  a  s t r e n g t h e n i n g
experience t o  m e e t  o l d e r  p e o p l e  w h o  h a v e
been engaged i n  t h e s e  b a t t l e s  f o r  years .

A f t e r  t h e  c o n f e r e n c e  I  s p e n t  a l m o s t  t w o
weeks t r a v e l l i n g  a r o u n d  K e n y a  v i s i t i n g
people. I  s a w  s o  many  t h i n g s : -  f r o m  t h e
ever-changing b e a u t i f u l  l a n d s c a p e s ;
sweeping p l a i n s  d o t t e d  w i t h  o s t r i c h e s  a n d
impala, p a l e  b u s h l a n d  a n d  l u s c i o u s  d e e p -
green f o r e s t s ;  t o  s h a b b y  s u b u r b s  w i t h
fami l i es  l i v i n g  i n  c r o w d e d  l i t t l e  h o u s e s
made f r o m  mud, c o r r u g a t e d  i r o n  and  b i t s  o f
wood.

One o f  t h e  m o s t  memorable v i s i t s  w a s  t o
the s l u m  a r e a s  s u r r o u n d i n g  E l d o r e t .  S a m
Kinuth ia  a n d  h i s  f r i e n d s  f r o m  a r o u n d  t h e
area w e r e  w o r k i n g  t o  t r a n s f o r m  t h e  s l u m s
in to  p r o p e r  v i l l a g e s  w i t h  s c h o o l s ,
workshops a n d  o t h e r  f a c i l i t i e s .  I n  f i v e
years t h e y  had  a l r e a d y  made q u i t e  a  change
supply ing c l e a n  w a t e r ,  a  s c h o o l r o o m ,  2
t r a i n i n g  schemes a n d  s c h o o l  f e e s  f o r  some
700 c h i l d r e n  b u t  t h e i r  c h a l l e n g e s  w e r e
s t i l l  immense.

We j o i n e d  t h e  s e w i n g  c l a s s  w h i c h  t r a i n s
unemployed y o u n g  a d u l t s  t o  m a k e  c l o t h e s
ready f o r  s a l e .  T h e  i r o n y  w a s  t h a t
al though t h e y  h a d  a l r e a d y  l e a r n t  a  g r e a t
deal, t h e y  w e r e  s t i l l  p r a c t i s i n g  w i t h  b rown
paper b e c a u s e  t h e y  c o u l d n ' t  a f f o r d  a n y
fabr ic .  I m a g i n e ,  p e r f e c t  g a r m e n t s  b u t  a l l
in b rown paper.

One t h i n g  I  w i l l  n e v e r  f o r g e t  i s  t h e
cheerfulness,  h o s p i t a l i t y  a n d  f r i e n d s h i p  o f
these p e o p l e  w h o  f a c e d  s u c h  ha rdsh ip .  T h e
faces o f  t h e  c h i l d r e n  a s  t h e y  f o l l o w e d  u s
around t h e  v i l l a g e  w e r e  p o s i t i v e l y  beaming.
In Europe  w e  seem t o  b e  v e r y  good  a t  t h e
theory b e h i n d  G o d ' s  l o v e ,  i n  A f r i c a  t h e y
seem t o  h a v e  m a s t e r e d  t h e  a r t  o f
p rac t i s i ng  i t !
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Story of MRA -  No Z4 by REM 1:11119

Battle for Bougainville
THE ISLAND OF B o u g a i n v i l l e  l y i n g  t o  t h e

east o f  Papua New Guinea a n d  t o  t h e  n o r t h
o f  A u s t r a l i a  was  t h e  scene  o f  a n  e x p l o s i v e
s i t u a t i o n  b e t w e e n  p o w e r f u l  W e s t e r n
indus t ry,  i n  t h e  f o r m  o f  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l
mining c o m p a n y  o f  C o n z i n c  R i o t i n t o  o f
A u s t r a l i a  (CRA) and t h e  l o c a l  peop le .

Aus t ra l i a ,  w h i c h  a d m i n i s t e r e d  t h e
t e r r i t o r y  t h r o u g h  t h e  P a p u a  N e w  G u i n e a
Assembly, h a s  agreed  t o  t h e  company m i n i n g
f o r  c o p p e r  w h e r e  d e p o s i t s  w e r e  k n o w n  t o
be. T h i s  provoked t h e  l o c a l  peop le  i n  t h a t
par t  o f  Bouga inv i l l e ,  who  f e l t  t h e y  had  n o t
been s u f f i c i e n t l y  c o n s u l t e d ,  e s p e c i a l l y  o n
the t e r m s  a n d  cond i t i ons .  T h e r e  was  t o  b e
a r e n t  o f  5  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  v a l u e  o f  t h e
land, b u t  n o  r o y a l t i e s  t o  t h e  l a n d o w n e r s
on t h e  copper  mined.

Violence f o l l o w e d .  " B a t o n s  i n
Bouga inv i l l e "  w a s  t h e  h e a d l i n e  i n  ' T h e
Sunday T i m e s '  o f  t h e  1 7 t h  A u g u s t  1 9 6 9 .
Report ing t h e  a n g r y  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  CRA
bul ldozers  c l e a r i n g  t h e  l a n d ,  t h e  p a p e r
wrote, " S e v e n t y  a r m e d  p o l i c e  f i r e d  t e a r
gas. W h e n  t h i s  f a i l e d  t o  d i s p e r s e  t h e
p icke ts  t h e y  made a  b a t o n  charge" .

" B a t o n s  I n  B o u g a i n v i l l e "

The p e o p l e ' s  p r o t e s t  w a s  t a k e n  u p  b y
Paul Lapun who was Member o f  T h e  House o f
Assembly f o r  B o u g a i n v i l l e .  I n  t h e  f a c e  o f
s t rong  o p p o s i t i o n  f r o m  v e s t e d  i n t e r e s t s  h e
in t roduced a  M i n i n g  N e w  G u i n e a  b i l l  i n
which h e  p roposed  t h a t  5  p e r  c e n t  o f  a l l
r o y a l t i e s  s h o u l d  b e  p a i d  t o  t h e  landowners.
The b i l l  was  passed b y  31  v o t e s  t o  21.

However n o t  e v e r y o n e  w a s  s a t i s f i e d .
Al though L a p u n  h i m s e l f  w e l c o m e d  t h e
economic o p p o r t u n i t i e s  a n d  m a t e r i a l
bene f i t s  t h a t  wou ld  a c c r u e  f r o m  t h e  coming
o f  t h e  i n d u s t r y ,  many  f e a r e d  t h e  s p o i l i n g
o f  t h e  c o u n t r y s i d e  w i t h  e x c a v a t i o n s  a n d
the d i s t u r b i n g  o f  t h e  s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e
w i th  t h e  i n f l u x  o f  some 4000  f o r e i g n e r s .

But t h e r e  w a s  a  m o r e  f u n d a m e n t a l
ob ject ion,  w h i c h  w a s  s h a r e d  b y  e v e r y o n e ,
when t h e y  h e a r d  t h a t  t h e  l a n d  w o u l d  b e
compulsor i l y  a c q u i r e d .  T h e r e  w a s  a
deadlock and  t h e  company c o n t i n u e d  t o  make
plans t o  p repa re  t h e  l a n d  f o r  m in ing .

.0,,,r,A,Hvo345
6 4 4  KIEr scum/lot.'

LS LA KIP!

At t h i s  p o i n t  N a p i d a k o e  N a v i t u ,  a
movement c r e a t e d  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  v i l l a g e s ,
decided t o  s e n d  P a u l  L a p u n  a n d  R a p h a e l
Bele, a  l a n d o w n e r,  t o  A u s t r a l i a  t o  g e t  a
High C o u r t  I n j u n c t i o n  t o  s t o p  t h e  m i n e  a n d
f a i l i n g  t h a t  t o  g o  t o  t h e  UN.

Bele r e f u s e d  t o  e a t  " W h i t e  man ' s  f o o d "
fo r  t h r e e  o r  f o u r  d a y s ,  c h o o s i n g  t o  l i v e
on bananas. H e  s t a y e d  i n  h i s  room m o s t  o f
the t i m e ,  e x p l a i n i n g  " I f  someone w a n t s  m y
land a n d  I  d o  n o t  w a n t  t h e m  t o  h a v e  i t ,
they w i l l  h a v e  t o  k i l l  m e  o r  I  w i l l  k i l l
them."

The A u s t r a l i a n  a u t h o r i t i e s  p u t  t h e  t w r -
men i n  a n  u n h e a t e d  h o t e l  r o o m  i n  t h e
depths o f  a  Sydney  w i n t e r .  A n  a r c h i t e c t ,
involved w i t h  MRA w a s  incensed  a t  t h i s  a n d
so i n v i t e d  t h e m  t o  h i s  home. P a u l  Lapun,
had i n  t h e  p r e v i o u s  t w o  y e a r s  u s e d  t h e
MRA f i l m  ' F r e e d o m '  a n d  o n c e  a t  t h e
a r c h i t e c t ' s  home t h e y  w e r e  a b l e  t o  a s k  God
what t h e y  m i g h t  d o  a b o u t  t h e  p r o b l e m .
Paul L a p u n  t h o u g h t s  w e r e :  " D o  n o t  s e e k
headl ines, g o  f o r  s o l u t i o n s .  T r y  t o  r e a c h
the p o l i c y  m a k e r s  a n d  s e e  i f  t h e y  w i l l
change t h e i r  p o l i c i e s .  T r y  t o  s e e  S i r
Maurice M a w b y  ( C h a i r m a n  o f  M e l b o u r n e
based CRA), M r  G o r t o n  ( P r i m e  M i n i s t e r  o f
A u s t r a l i a )  a n d  M r  B a r n e s  ( M i n i s t e r  o f
Ex te rna l  Te r r i t o r i e s )  a n d  s e e  w h e t h e r  t h e y
would a g r e e  t o  t h e  w i shes  o f  t h e  peop le .

S i r  M a u r i c e  r e l u c t a n t l y  a g r e e d  t o  m e e t
them. H e  b e g a n  b y  e x p l a i n i n g  t h e
company's p o l i c i e s  a n d  t h e  b e n e f i t s  t h e y

16



had b r o u g h t  t o  deve lop ing  c o u n t r i e s  w h e r e
they h a d  b e e n  w e l c o m e .  A  c o l l e a g u e
mentioned t h e  r a n g e  o f  p e o p l e  f r o m
Government t o  a n t h r o p o l o g i s t s ,  t h e y  h a d
consulted. L a p u n  r e p l i e d ,  " Ye s ,  a n d  t h e y
are a l l  w h i t e  a n d  w e  a r e  a l l  b l a c k .  Y o u
have been speak ing  t o  t h e  wrong  peop le . "

t h e  w r o n g  p e o p l e

Si r  Maur ice  t h e n  asked, "How much d o  y o u
want f o r  t h e  l a n d ? "  B e l e  r e p l i e d ,  " T o
Bouga inv i l l i ans  l a n d  i s  l i k e  t h e  s k i n  o n
the b a c k  o f  y o u r  h a n d  -  y o u  c a n  n e i t h e r
buy i t  n o r  s e l l  i t .  Y o u  i n h e r i t  i t  a n d  i t
is  y o u r  d u t y  t o  p a s s  i t  o n  t o  y o u r
- -h i ldren i n  a s  good  a  c o n d i t i o n  o r  b e t t e r
.nrn t h a t  w h i c h  you  rece ived . "

Mawby p a u s e d  a n d  s a i d  t h a t  i t  w a s  a
very f i n e  i d e a  a n d  a s k e d  a g a i n  f o r  t h e i r
pr ice,  w h e r e u p o n  B e l e  s a i d  t h a t  e v e n  i f
they a c c e p t e d  a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  money  a n d
then l o s t  i t  somehow, t h e y  c o u l d  n e v e r
look t h e i r  g r a n d c h i l d r e n  i n  t h e  e y e .  A t
that  moment i t  appeared  t h a t  Mawby .began
to u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e
problem had t o  d o  w i t h  c u l t u r a l  va lue .

Open-cut copper sine at Panguna, Bougainville

A f t e r  t w o  h o u r s '  d i s c u s s i o n ,  L a p u n  s a i d
tha t  t h e y  h a d  c o m e  t o  g e t  a  H i g h  C o u r t
in junc t ion ,  b u t  t h e y  wanted f i r s t  t o  a s k  i f
the company w o u l d  n e g o t i a t e  d i r e c t l y  w i t h
the p e o p l e .  M a w b y  r e p l i e d  t h a t  h e  w a s
w i l l i n g ,  b u t  t h a t  t h e y  w o u l d  h a v e  t o
persuade t h e  Government. H e  s a i d  t h a t  t h e
company w o u l d  m a k e  s u r e  t h a t  t h e  s o c i a l
consequences o f  t h e  m i n i n g  p r o j e c t  w o u l d
not b e  t o o  s e r i o u s  f o r  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n .
This c o u n t e d  m o r e  t o  Lapun a n d  B e l e  t h a n
a l l  t h e  m a t e r i a l  advantages t h e y  c o u l d  g e t .

c u l t u r a l  v a l u e

An i n t e r v i e w  w a s  t h e n  a r r a n g e d  w i t h
Prime M i n i s t e r  G o r t o n  t h e  n e x t  m o r n i n g .
He w a s  j o i n e d  b y  M i n i s t e r  o f  E x t e r n a l
Te r r i t o r i e s  Barnes.  A t  f i r s t  G o r t o n  c o u l d
not g r a s p  w h a t  t h e  B o u g a i n v i l l i a n s  w e r e
saying o r  w h a t  t h e y  w a n t e d  a n d  s a i d  i n
some e x a s p e r a t i o n ,  " W h a t  d o  y o u  r e a l l y
want t o  d o  -  t o  t o s s  t h e  c o p p e r  company
in to  t h e  s e a ? "  T o  w h i c h  L a p u n  r e p l i e d ,
"God p u t  t h e  c o p p e r  i n t o  t h e  g r o u n d ,  a n d
He c a n  s h o w  u s  t h e  r i g h t  w a y  t o  g e t  i t
out. W e ' v e  c o m e  t o  g e t  y o u r  h e l p  i n
f i nd ing  t h i s . "  T h e  P r ime  M i n i s t e r  seemed
v i s i b l y  moved  b y  t h e  s i n c e r i t y  a n d  f a i t h
o f  t h e s e  men o f  v i l l a g e  background.

17



Battle for Bougainuille -
continued from p17

When Barnes o f f e r e d  a n o t h e r  $10  a n  ac re ,
the P r i m e  M i n i s t e r  i n t e r j e c t e d ,  " I t ' s  n o
good, t h e y  need t o  g o  back  t o  t h e i r  peop le
and a c t u a l l y  s a y  t h a t  w e  h a v e  changed o u r
po l i c ies . "  A g a i n  w h e n  B a r n e s  r a i s e d
another o b j e c t i o n ,  G o r t o n  b rushed  i t  a s i d e .
The P r i m e  M i n i s t e r  a g r e e d  t h a t  t h e
Bouga inv i l l i ans  s h o u l d  h a v e  t h e  r i g h t  t o
deal d i r e c t l y  w i t h  t h e  company.

Lapun a n d  B e l e  w e r e  f l o w n  b a c k  t o
Bouga inv i l le  b y  t h e  company i n  a  s p e c i a l
chartered p l a n e  and  w e r e  l a t e r  j o i n e d  b y  a
team f r o m  t h e  company a n d  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n
to c o m p l e t e  t h e  n e g o t i a t i o n s  f o r  t h e
s ign ing o f  t h e  agreement.

The n e g o t i a t i o n s  w e r e  n o t  e a s y.  T h e
fears o f  t h e  v i l l a g e r s  f o r  t h e i r  c u l t u r e
were e x p l o i t e d  b y  e l e m e n t s  w h o  w e r e
against  a  s e t t l e m e n t .  O n e  y o u n g  m a n  i n
p a r t i c u l a r  w a s  l e a d i n g  t h e  o p p o s i t i o n .  H e
had c a u s e d  d i v i s i o n  b e t w e e n  L a p u n  a n d
Bele. O n c e  a g a i n  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  b e c a m e
desperate. L a p u n  c o n t i n u e d  t o  b a t t l e  f o r
what h e  c o n s i d e r e d  t o  b e  i n  t h e  b e s t
i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  peop le .  T h e n  h e  showed

Paul Lapun, MHA for South Bougainville

them t h e  f i l m  ' F r e e d o m '  a n d  a t  o n e  p o i n t
t o l d  them:  " O u r  need  i s  t o  change and  w o r k
according t o  t h e  w i l l  o f  God.  T h e n  p e a c e
w i l l  b e  f o u n d  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y  i n s t e a d  o f
bloodshed. B o u g a i n v i l l e  c a n  b e c o m e  a
great  example t o  t h e  w o r l d . "

The y o u n g  m a n  r e a l i s i n g  t h a t  h i s
oppos i t ion  c o u l d  b e  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r
bloodshed i n  t h e  a r e a ,  t o l d  t h e  v i l l a g e s
that  h e  now suppo r ted  Lapun.

Finding a faith
I  WOULD L I K E  T O  s h a r e  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  p a r t
of  how I  came t o  f i n d  m y  a d u l t  f a i t h .

Some C h r i s t i a n  f r i e n d s  encouraged me t o
use f o u r  s t a n d a r d s  a s  h e l p f u l  g u i d e l i n e s
to i m p r o v e  m y  s p i r i t u a l  a w a r e n e s s  a n d
depth; H o n e s t y,  P u r i t y ,  U n s e l f i s h n e s s  a n d
Love- a l l  abso lu te .

I  h a d  l i e d  t o  m y  D a d  a s  t o  m y
whereabouts o n e  n i g h t  when I  came i n  l a t e .
I  f e l t  c h e a p  a n d  d i s a p p o i n t e d  w i t h  m y s e l f
but b e c a m e  n u m b  t o  i t  f a i r l y  q u i c k l y .
This w a s  a  c o l d  c a l c u l a t i n g  l i e  t h a t  I  h a d
stayed u p  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h a t  n i g h t
fab r i ca t ing .

Since I  h a d  been  encouraged t o  p r a c t i c e
the p r i n c i p l e  o f  a b s o l u t e  h o n e s t y  I
rea l i sed  t h a t  I  h a d  t o  own  u p  t o  t h e  l i e .
A f t e r  a n  i n n e r  s t r u g g l e  I  d i d  s o  a n d  m y
Dad w a s  g r a t e f u l .  B u t  t h e n  s o m e t h i n g
happened t h a t  I  had  n o t  ba rga ined  f o r .

I  f e l t  w h a t  I  c a n  o n l y  d e s c r i b e  a s  t h e
s p i r i t  o f  G o d  e n t e r  m e  i n  a  r e a l  w a y  a s
though H e  w a s  h a p p y  t o  f i n d  a  p l a c e  t o
dwell.  S u d d e n l y  I  r e c a l l e d  t h a t  I  h a d
exact ly  t h e  o p p o s i t e  f e e l i n g  t h e  moment I
had l i e d .  A s  t h o u g h  He l e f t  me  s a y i n g  "My
son i f  t h i s  i s  h o w  y o u  w a n t  t o  l i v e ,  I
want n o  p a r t  o f  i t ! " .  I  h a d  f e l t
abso lu te ly  d r a i n e d  a s  H i s  s p i r i t  l e f t  me.

This became a  p r e c i o u s  exper ience  f o r  me
that  i s  a  c o n s t a n t  s o u r c e  o f  s t r e n g t h  a n d
d i rec t ion .

lag Miguel R ichard .

On t h e  1 0 t h  Sep tembe r  1 9 6 9 ,  i n  t h e
Aus t ra l i an  p a r l i a m e n t  M i n i s t e r  B a r n e s -
announced t h a t  t h e  p e o p l e  c o n c e r n e d  h a y
agreed t o  t h e  u s e  o f  t h e  l a n d  o n  t e r m s
which i n c l u d e d  l e a s i n g  r a t h e r  t h a n  b u y i n g
the l and .

The agreement  h a s  h e l d  f o r  t h e  p a s t  2 0
years d u r i n g  w h i c h  t i m e  Papua New G u i n e a
became a n  independent  c o u n t r y  i n  1974.

In 1 9 9 0  t h e r e  w a s  a g a i n  s e r i o u s  u n r e s t
in B o u g a i n v i l l e  w h e n  t h e  B o u g a i n v i l l e
Revolut ionary A r m y  ( B T R )  l a u n c h e d  a
g u e r i l l a  a c t i o n  a n d  d e c l a r e d  independence
from Papua  N e w  Gu inea .  B o t h  s i d e s  h a v e
since m e t  a n d  s i g n e d  a n  a g r e e m e n t  o f
'Peace, R e c o n c i l i a t i o n ,  a n d  R e h a b i l i t a t i o n ' .
As a  r e s u l t  o f  o v e r  t w e n t y  y e a r s  o f
f r i endsh ip  o f  t h o s e  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  p e a c e
ta lks ,  t h r e e  f r o m  M o r a l  R e -Armament w e r e
i nv i t ed  t o  b e  p resen t .
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great need t o  create a  c l i m a t e  o f
tolerance and space where people,
perhaps f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  i n  t h e i r
l i ves ,  c a n  embark on some k i n d  o f
personal search. T h e  work o f  t h e i r
r e l i g i o u s  cen t re  i s  t o  c r e a t e  t h a t
space, b y  p rov id i ng  a  framework f o r
study a t  u n i v e r s i t y.  T h e y  now have s i x
thousand students.  T h a t  k i n d  o f  t h i n g
gives me hope.

I  come away f rom Russia i n s p i r e d  by
the  c o u r a g e  o f  p e o p l e ,  t h e i r  e x p e r i e n c e
and t h e i r  hopes. I t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  see
how th ings  can go  back t o  t h e  former
period. B u t  peop le  a r e  waking up f rom a
nightmare, a n d  i t  w i l l  t a k e  a  l o n g  t ime
t o  r e c o v e r .

QuoTations
' T o  g e t  a t  t h e  c o r e  o f  G o d  a t  H i s  g r e a t e s t ,  o n e  m u s t

f i r s t  g e t  i n t o  t h e  c o r e  o f  h i m s e l f  a t  h i s  l e a s t ,  f o r  n o  o n e  c a n
k n o w  G o d  w h o  h a s  n o t  f i r s t  k n o w n  h i m s e l f .  G o  t o  t h e  d e p t h s  o f
t h e  s o u l ,  t h e  s e c r e t  p l a c e  o f  t h e  M o s t  H i g h ,  t o  t h e  r o o t s ,  t o
t h e  h e i g h t s ;  f o r  a l l  t h a t  G o d  c a n  d o  i s  f o c u s s e d  t h e r e . '

M e i s t e r  E c k h a r t .

'I f  w e  a r e  t o  l o v e  o t h e r s  a s  w e  l o v e  o u r s e l v e s ,  t h e n  w e
m u s t  l e a r n  t o  l o v e  t h e  l i t t l e  s e l f  w h i c h  s o  o f t e n  n e e d s  t o  b e
f o r g i v e n  f o r  d o i n g  t h e  t h i n g s  w e  d o  n o t  w a n t  t o  d o  a n d  s a y i n g
t h e  t h i n g s  w e  d o  n o t  w a n t  t o  s a y . '

R e b e c c a  B e a r d .

' N o  o n e  e n t e r s  i n t o  f e l l o w s h i p  w i t h  G o d  b u t  o n e  w h o  h a s
g i v e n  m u c h  t i m e  t o  t h e  r e c o l l e c t i o n  o f  H i m ,  f o r  p e r f e c t
f e l l o w s h i p  m e a n s  t h a t  t h e  m i n d  a n d  t h e  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  h a v e
become a b s o r b e d  i n  t h e  j o y  o f  i n w a r d  c o n v e r s e  w i t h  t h e i r  l o r d ,
a s  o n e  w h o  t a l k s  w i t h  h i s  b e l o v e d . '

A l  — G h a z a l i .

Our younger readers -  Miss Grace Riddel l  receives her copy
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D e a r  F r i e n d ,

We h o p e  t h a t  y o u  h a v e  e n j o y e d  r e a d i n g  F r e e w a y  a s  m u c h  a s  w e  h a v e
e n j o y e d  c o m p i l i n g  i t .  W e  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h i s  n e w s l e t t e r  p e r f o r m s  a n
i m p o r t a n t  r o l e  i n  l i n k i n g  a n d  e n c o u r a g i n g  t h o s e  y o u n g  ( a n d  n o t  s o
y o u n g )  p e o p l e  a r o u n d  t h e  w o r l d  w h o  a r e  t r y i n g  t o  l i v e  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f
l i f e  t h a t  w e  a s s o c i a t e  w i t h  M o r a l  R e - A r m a m e n t .

We w o u l d  w e l c o m e  a n y  s u g g e s t i o n s  f r o m  r e a d e r s  o n  w a y s  t o  i m p r o v e
F r e e w a y.  A n d  w e  i n v i t e  y o u  t o  s e n d  i n  y o u r  c o n t r i b u t i o n s ,  b e c a u s e  t h e
p o i n t  o f  a  n e w s l e t t e r  i s  t o  p r o v i d e  a  c h a n n e l  f o r  t h e  r e a d e r s  t o
c o m m u n i c a t e  w i t h  e a c h  o t h e r .

T h e  f i r s t  i s s u e  o f  n e x t  y e a r ' s  v o l u m e  ( O c t o b e r )  w i l l  f o c u s  o n  MONEY,  a
s u b j e c t  c l o s e  t o  e v e r y o n e ' s  h e a r t .  W h a t  d o e s  i t  m e a n  ( o r  h a s  i t
m e a n t )  t o  y o u ,  t o  g i v e  c o n t r o l  o f  y o u r  m o n e y  t o  G o d ?  W r i t e  u s  a
p a r a g r a p h  o r  t w o  o n  y o u r  s t r u g g l e s ,  v i c t o r i e s  a n d  m i r a c l e s ? ! ?
( D e a d l i n e  1 5 t h  S e p t e m b e r ) .

And t a l k i n g  a b o u t  m o n e y . . .  w e  h o p e  t h a t  y o u  w i l l  w a n t  t o  r e n e w
y o u r  s u b s c r i p t i o n  f o r  a n o t h e r  y e a r .  T h o u g h  w e  m a k e  n o  p r o f i t ,  w e
r e g r e t  t h a t ,  b e c a u s e  o f  i n c r e a s e d  c o s t s ,  w e  h a v e  t o  r a i s e  t h e  a n n u a l
s u b s c r i p t i o n  f o r  t h e  f i v e  i s s u e s  1 9 9 1 / 2  b y  £ 1  t o

£7  s t e r l i n g .

H o w e v e r . . .  w e  o f f e r  a n y o n e  w h o  r e n e w s  t h e i r  s u b s c r i p t i o n  b e f o r e  t h e
e n d  o f  A u g u s t  a n  a l m o s t  i r r e s i s t i b l e

r--- - t .  a  c 7 ) f  f 6 _  5 0

So d o n ' t  d e l a y ,  p o s t  ( t h e  f o r m  b e l o w )  t o d a y !

S i n c e r e l y ,

T h e  c i

NB Overseas subscribers are asked t o  pay by Internat ional Giro
(available from Post Off ices) t o :  Girobank account (Postgiro/CCP) number 29 206 0807, ( W e  can only
accept cheques or  cash i n  s ter l ing) ,  P l e a s e  l e t  us know i f  you have any d i f f i c u l t i e s ,

F ' r  c e w a y ,

I  w i s h  t o  r e n e w  m y  a n n u a l  s u b s c r i p t i o n / t a k e  o u t  a  n e w  a n n u a l
s u b s c r i p t i o n *  t o  F r e e w a y .

I  e n c l o s e  c a s h / c h e q u e / g i r o *  f o r  t h e  s u m  o f  £

P l e a s e  s e n d  t h e  i s s u e s  t o :

Name

A d d r e s s

 C o u n t r y

S i g n e d   *  D e l e t e  a s  a p p r o p r i a t e

FREEWAY. 1 2  P a l a c e  S t r e e t ,  L o n d o n ,  S W 1 E  5 T F


