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Letter from the Editors
D e a r  F r i e n d s ,

' F r e e w a y '  w a s  l a u n c h e d  a l m o s t  s i x  y e a r s  a g o  i n  1 9 8 6  a t  t h e
Y o u t h  F o r u m  i n  C a u x .  W e  w r o t e  a t  t h a t  t i m e  o f  ' t h e  e x p a n d i n g
t e a m  f r o m  a l l  o v e r  t h e  w o r l d ,  w h o  h a v e  m a d e  a  c o m m i t m e n t  t o
t u r n i n g  t h e  w o r l d  G o d w a r d s ,  a n d  w h o  w a n t  t o  w o r k  t o g e t h e r ' .
We f e l t  t h e  n e e d  o f  a  m e a n s  o f  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  b e t w e e n  u s ,  a n d
o u t  o f  t h a t  n e e d  ' F r e e w a y '  w a s  b o r n .

A s m a l l  g r o u p  i n  B r i t a i n  u n d e r t o o k  t h e  t a s k  o f  g a t h e r i n g
m a t e r i a l  a n d  p u t t i n g  i t  t o g e t h e r  i n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  o n e  f r e n e t i c
S a t u r d a y  e v e r y  t w o  m o n t h s .  ( F r e q u e n t l y  t h e  d a y  w a s  l e n g t h e n e d
b e c a u s e  s o m e  o f  o u r  n u m b e r  j u s t  h a d  t o  w a t c h  s o m e  f o o t b a l l
m a t c h  o r  o t h e r . )  T h e r e  f o l l o w e d  t h e  a d d r e s s i n g ,  s t a m p i n g  a n d
s t u f f i n g  o f  e n v e l o p e s .

T h e  o r i g i n a l  c o n c e p t i o n  a n d  m u c h  o f  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  w o r k  c a m e
f r o m  P h i l i p  B o o b b y e r ,  W a r r e n  B u c k l e y ,  I a n  H e a l e y  a n d  E d w a r d
P e t e r s  i n  t e a m w o r k  w i t h  M i k e  L o w e ,  M o t s  L e b a l l o  a n d  P e t e r
R i d d e l l .  M a n y  o t h e r s  h a v e  b e e n  i n v o l v e d  a s  t h e  t e a m  h a s
e v o l v e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  y e a r s .  T h e r e  w a s  a n  e n t h u s i a s t i c  b a n d  o f
r e g i o n a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,  a n d  m a n y  o t h e r s  w h o  h a v e  c o n t r i b u t e d
m a t e r i a l .  P a r t i c u l a r  t h a n k s  m u s t  g o ,  f o r  t h e i r  r e g u l a r
f e a t u r e s ,  t o  B r i a n  B o o b b y e r  w h o  h a s  s h a r e d  t h e  r o o t s  o f  h i s
f a i t h  w i t h  u s ,  a n d  t o  R e x  D i l l y  w h o ,  w i t h  e x h a u s t i v e  r e s e a r c h ,
h a s  h e l p e d  u s  t o  e v a l u a t e  h o w  G o d  h a s  w o r k e d  t h r o u g h  MRA.

Yo u  m a y  b e  a s k i n g  y o u r s e l v e s  w h e r e  t h i s  i s  l e a d i n g .  T h e  f a c t
i s  t h a t  t h o s e  o f  u s  c u r r e n t l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  ' F r e e w a y '  d o  n o t
f e e l  a b l e  t o  c o n t i n u e .  W a r r e n  B u c k l e y  ( t h e  l o n g e s t  s e r v i n g
e d i t o r )  h a s  a  v e r y  d e m a n d i n g  j o b  w i t h  o n e  o f  B r i t a i n ' s  b i g g e s t
p o r t a b l e  t e l e p h o n e  c o m p a n i e s .  A n g e l a  W i l l o u g h b y  i s  a b o u t  t o
s t a r t  t e a c h i n g  a f t e r  a  y e a r ' s  t r a i n i n g .  R a c h e l  C h a r r e t t  i s
a b o u t  t o  g e t  m a r r i e d  a n d  m o v e  t o  B r u s s e l s .

B u t  t h e  n e e d  o f  a  ' m e a n s  o f  c o m m u n i c a t i o n '  s t i l l  e x i s t s ,
p e r h a p s  m o r e  t h a n  e v e r .  I f  a n y o n e  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  t a k e  o v e r  t h e
b a t o n  a n d  d e v e l o p  a  t e a m  t o  d o  i t  w i t h ,  w e  w o u l d  b e  m o r e  t h a n
d e l i g h t e d .

We d o  h a v e  o n e  i d e a  w h i c h  c o r r e s p o n d s  m o r e  c l o s e l y  t o  t h e
c u r r e n t  i n c l i n a t i o n s  a n d  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  o u r  t e a m .  T h e  n e x t
( a n d  l a s t )  ' F r e e w a y '  w i l l  b e  a  s p e c i a l  2 4 - p a g e  i s s u e  o n  t h e
t h e m e  ' A n  A n a t o m y  o f  L o v e ' .  W e  h o p e  t h a t  i t  m a y  b e  s o m e t h i n g
y o u  w o u l d  l i k e  o t h e r s  t o  r e a d ,  a n d  w e  p l a n  t o  p r i n t  i t  i n
c o n s i d e r a b l e  n u m b e r s .  T h e r e a f t e r ,  w e  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  p r o d u c e ,
p e r h a p s  t w i c e  a  y e a r ,  s i m i l a r  c o l l e c t i o n s  o f  e x p e r i e n c e  a n d
r e f l e c t i o n  o n  s o m e  o f  t h e  i m p o r t a n t  i s s u e s  o f  t h e  d a y .

We e n c l o s e  a  s l i p ,  b y  w h i c h  y o u  c o u l d  l e t  u s  k n o w  w h a t  y o u
t h i n k  o f  t h e s e  d e v e l o p m e n t s :  h o w  t h e  m e a n s  o f  c o m m u n i c a t i o n
b e t w e e n  u s  c a n  b e  m a i n t a i n e d ,  w h a t  t h e m e s  t h e s e  s p e c i a l  i s s u e s
m i g h t  d e v e l o p ,  a n d  a n y  o t h e r  i d e a s .

A l l  t h o s e  w h o  h a v e  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  p r o d u c i n g  ' F r e e w a y '  h a v e
f o u n d  i t  i m m e n s e l y  e n j o y a b l e  a n d  r e w a r d i n g ,  a n d  l o o k  f o r w a r d
t o  a l l  t h a t  r e s u l t s  f r o m  t h e  n e t w o r k  t h a t  i s  b e i n g  c r e a t e d
a r o u n d  t h e  w o r l d .

GC,loccs



East is East...
by Jeroen Gunning

PACKED T O  T H E  B R I M ,  f i v e  n o t - t o o - t i n y
people i n  o u r  b l u e  Mazda ,  m a t c h i n g  b l u e
canvas f l a p p i n g  f r o m  t h e  b u l g i n g  r o o f r a c k ,
we e n t e r e d  Germany i n  a  w h i r l .  O u r  f o u r
week t o u r  h a d  s t a r t e d :  t e n  s t o p s  i n  E a s t
and W e s t ,  i n v i t e d  b y  f r i e n d s  f r o m  C a u x ,
who a l l  t o o k  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  i n v i t e
t h e i r  f r i e n d s  t o  m e e t  u s .  We  c h a t t e d ,  t o l d
about o u r  v i s i t  t o  R o m a n i a  ( F r e e w a y
December) o r  o u r  p r o j e c t  i n  Geneva,  a n d
inva r i ab l y  g o t  d e e p l y  i n t o  G e r m a n y ' s
problems. We f o u n d  t w o  w o r l d s ,  d e s p e r a t e l y
t r y i n g  t o  b e  o n e .  F o r t y  y e a r s  a r e  n o t
eas i l y  f o r g o t t e n ,  n o r  s h o u l d  t h e y  be .  I t  i s
hard t o  unde rs tand  e a c h  o t h e r ,  e v e n  i f  t h e
language i s  t h e  same. O u r  t a l k s  w i t h  s m a l l
groups d r e w  u s  a  p i c t u r e  w o r t h  scann ing  i n
c lose-  up.

R a l l y i n g  i n  N u r n b e r g

We d r i v e  i n t o  a n  enormous c a r - p a r k  n e a r
the NUrnberger  Messe. We a r e  s e a r c h i n g  f o r
the p l a c e  w h e r e  t h e  f a m o u s  T r i a l s  w e r e
held. L o o k i n g  c l o s e r ,  w e  s e e  t h a t  t h e  l i n e
of c a r s ,  t e n  d e e p  a n d  k i l o m e t e r s  l o n g ,  i s
cover ing r o u g h  p r e - w a r  b l o c k s  o f  conc re te .
We a r e  d r i v i n g  o n  H i t l e r ' s  p a r a d e  g r o u n d !
Towards t h e  end  o f  t h e  w a r  i t  w a s  used  a s
an a i r s t r i p  f o r  t h e  A l l i e d  f o r c e s ,  n o w  i t
is  reduced t o  a  c a r -park .

We c o n t i n u e ,  m a n o e u v r i n g  t h r o u g h  t h e
endless r o w s  o f  c a r s .  To w a r d s  t h e  e n d  w e
come t o  a  m a s s i v e  w a l l  w i t h  e n o r m o u s
Roman d o o r s  s e t  i n  t h e  m i d d l e .  W e  s e a r c h
fo r  a  b a c k  e n t r a n c e  a n d  f i n d  o u r s e l v e s
suddenly c o n f r o n t e d  b y  a  v a s t  a r e n a ,
fac ing a n  i m p r e s s i v e  r o s t r u m  h i g h  u p
amidst r o w s  o f  s e a t s  a r r a n g e d  l i k e  a n
amphi theatre a g a i n s t  t h e  b a c k  o f  t h e  w a l l .
Here c r o w d s  o f  u p  t o  1 . 6  m i l l i o n  g a t h e r e d
to h e a r  t h e i r  FUhre r  speak.  T h e  w i n d  b l o w s
cold ly,  t h e  a r e n a  i s  d e s e r t e d .  We  c l i m b  u p
to t h e  r o s t r u m  a n d  i m a g i n e  t h e  c r o w d s
f i l l e d  w i t h  t h e  f e v e r  o f  mass-power.

Thomas B r 8 c k l e ' s  c a r  s u d d e n l y  p u l l s  u p
on t h e  s i d e  o f  t h e  r o a d .  T h e r e  i s  mud a l l
around, n o t h i n g  i n  t h e  l e a s t  s p e c t a c u l a r .
I t  i s  c o l d  s o  w h y  s t o p ?  " T h i s  u s e d  t o  b e
the b o r d e r - . "  w e  h e a r  Thomas s a y  -  a n d
only t h e n  d o  w e  s e e  t h e  l o n g  s c a r  w i n d i n g

" T h i s  u s e d  t o  b e  t h e  b o r d e r . . . "

endless ly  a c r o s s  t h e  h i l l s ,  l i k e  a  t o r n -
down Chinese Wa l l .  Tw o  t o w e r s  gaze  a t  e a c h
o ther  f r o m  a  d i s t a n c e ,  mak ing  s u r e  n o  o n e
can p a s s  u n n o t i c e d .  W e  m o v e  o n  t o  t h e
second b o r d e r ,  t h e  d i s t u r b e d  e a r t h  s t i l l
f resh. A l l  t h a t  r e m a i n s  a r e  t h e  t w o
concrete s t r i p s  used  b y  t h e  p a t r o l  ca rs .

Last of the survivors -  Trabant in  Leipzig

In Dermbach m y  h o s t ,  Wo l f g a n g ,  w a s  i n
the r e s i s t a n c e  a g a i n s t  t h e  f o r m e r  r e g i m e .
When h e  s t a r t e d  w o r k  h e  h a d  h a d  t o  g o
through a l l  t h e  P a r t y  p ropaganda  e n d i n g
wi th  a  c o m p e l l i n g  i n v i t a t i o n  t o  j o i n  t h e
Party. " I  a m  a  P a r t y -member a l r e a d y " ,  h e
repl ied.  T h e  P a r t y - f i s h e r s  w e r e  as ton ished .
"Only i t ' s  a  d i f f e r e n t  p a r t y  -  t h e
Christmas- p a r t y,  t h o s e  who  f o l l o w  C h r i s t . . . "
The bosses  g o t  t h e  p o i n t  -  a n d  h e  p a i d  t h e
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...and West is West
pr ice  b y  b e i n g  t r e a t e d  a s  t h e  d o w n -
trodden, g o o d - f o r - n o t h i n g  o u t c a s t  o f  t h e
fac to ry.

A l l  who  now c l a i m  t h a t  t h e y  had  t o  obey,
are d o d g i n g  t h e i r  p e r s o n a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,
in Wo l f g a n g ' s  v i e w .  H i s  w i f e  B e t t i n a  h a d
hoped t o  s t u d y ,  b u t  w a s n ' t  a l l o w e d  t o
unless s h e  j o i n e d  t h e  P a r t y .  S o  s h e  g a v e
up h e r  d reams  -  t h o u g h  s h e  s t i l l  f e e l s  a
l i t t l e  i n f e r i o r  when s h e  meets  someone who
did s t u d y.  B u t  s h e  c a n  h o l d  h e r  head  h i g h .
"Before y o u  c a n  f o r g i v e  t h o s e  w h o
conformed t o  t h e  s y s t e m  y o u  n e e d  t o  h e a r
at l e a s t  o n e  w h o  a c k n o w l e d g e s  t h e
mistakes," h e  s a i d .

L e i p z i g :  c i t y  o f  B a c h  &  L u t h e r

Ci ty  o f  L e i p z i g ,  g r e y  a n d  y e t  s o  f u l l  o f
h i s t o r y  a n d  c u l t u r e .  H e r e  t h e  o l d  German
greatness c o m e s  v i v i d l y  t o  l i f e .  I n  t h e
Thomas K i r c h e ,  B a c h  e n t e r e d  h i s  p e a k
per iod a n d  M a r t i n  L u t h e r  d e c l a r e d  t h e
Reformation. O n l y  t w o  y e a r s  a g o  t h e
N iko la i  K i r c h e  h a r b o u r e d  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y
s p i r i t s  o f  t h e  GDR. Sudden ly  I  s e e  t h e  l i n k
between p r e s e n t  d a y  G e r m a n y  a n d  i t s
d i s t a n t  p a s t ;  t h i s  c o u n t r y  i s  n o t  j u s t  a
hundred- y e a r - o l d  exper iment .

In 1981 ,  g r o u p s  a l l  o v e r  Germany dec ided
to h a v e  r e g u l a r  peace p r a y e r s ,  i n  response
to t h e  n u c l e a r  b u i l d - u p  a n d  t h e
d e t e r i o r a t i n g  env i r onmen t .  E a c h  Monday a t
5pm a  t i n y  g r o u p  o f  p e o p l e  wou ld  g a t h e r  i n
the N i k o l a i  K i r c h e ,  a n d  b u r n  c a n d l e s  i n
prayer -  y e a r  i n ,  y e a r  o u t .  A s  t h e  g e n e r a l
c r i s i s  g o t  w o r s e  i n  t h e  E a s t ,  t h e  numbers
increased t i l l  f r o m  ' 8 6  onwards  i t  became
an embarrassment t o  t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s .

In ' 8 9  t h e  M o n d a y  p r a y e r s  became  t h e
foca l  p o i n t  o f  a l l  o p p o s i t i o n .  B e l i e v e r s
and n o n - b e l i e v e r s  a l i k e  p a r t i c i p a t e d  a n d
a l l  a g r e e  t h a t  t h e  p e a c e  r a d i a t i n g  f r o m
the b u r n i n g  cand les ,  t h e  o r g a n  p l a y i n g  a n d
the s o f t  p r a y e r s  p e r m e a t e d  t h e
demonstrat ions s o  t h o r o u g h l y  t h a t  t h e y
remained n o n - v i o l e n t .  O n  9 t h  O c t o b e r,  t h e
tu rn ing  p o i n t  i n  t h e  'Wende ' ,  t h e  t e n s e
crowds s h u f f l i n g  o u t  o f  c h u r c h  w e r e  m e t
by a  t h r e a t e n i n g  w a l l  o f  p o l i c e .  I n  t h e

previous d a y s  p e o p l e  h a d  b e e n  b e a t e n .
Then, s l o w l y ,  p e o p l e  wa l ked  t o  t h e  n e a r e s t
policemen a n d  s t a r t e d  t a l k i n g .  D i d  t h e y
look l i k e  c r i m i n a l s ,  l i k e  t h e y  w a n t e d  t o
dest roy t h e  S t a t e ?  Wo u l d  t h e  p o l i c e  b e a t
them? T h a t  d a y  t h e  p o w e r  o f  f e a r  w a s
broken.

My h o s t  a r e  H o l g e r  a n d  C h r i s t i a n e  a n d
t h e i r  8 - y e a r - o l d  d a u g h t e r  Emanuela.  T h e y
l i v e  i n  a  r enova ted ,  p r e - w a r  f l a t ,  w i t h  a
dark, s t a t e l y  s t a i r c a s e  w i n d i n g  u p .
Chr is t iane i s  a  l a w y e r  and  h a s  a  h a r d  t i m e
swi tch ing  t o  w e s t e r n - s t y l e  l a w  w h i l e
running a  f u l l  p r a c t i c e .  W e s t e r n  l a w y e r a k ,
make u s e  o f  h e r  l a c k  o f  knowledge i n  o r d e
to man ipu la te .  I t  d o e s n ' t  h e l p  t h e  ' m u t u a l
love'.

With Leipzig minister Michael Hecker and his family

I  g e t  m y  f i r s t  r i d e  i n  a  T r a b i !  H o l g e r
takes u s  o u t  t o  t h e  b rowncoa l  m i n e s  j u s t
ou ts ide  t h e  c i t y .  T h e  n e a r e r  w e  g e t ,  t h e
browner t h e  h o u s e s  a r e .  P o l l u t i o n  l a y s
heav i l y  o n  u s .  We w h i r l  i n t o  a  muddy s i d e
road, a n d  s p u t t e r  a l o n g  o v e r  t h e  r o u g h
t e r r i t o r y.  S u d d e n l y  w e  f i n d  o u r s e l v e s
peer ing o v e r  a  r i d g e  i n t o  a  v a s t  v o i d .  A s
f a r  a s  t h e  e y e  c a n  see ,  t h e r e  i s  a  b rown ,
ravaged l a n d s c a p e .  O n  t h e  h o r i z o n ,  t i n y
fac to r i es  b e l c h  o u t  t h i c k  smoke;  b u t  f o r
that ,  t h e r e ' s  t h e  e e r i n e s s  o f  a  n u c l e a r
f a l l - ou t .
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In B e r l i n  w e  a r e  expec ted  t o  t a k e  t h r e e
10th f o r m  c l a s s e s  i n  a  s c h o o l  i n  E a s t
Ber l in.  We c r o s s  t h e  c i t y  and t h e  o n l y  s i g n
tha t  w e  h a v e  e n t e r e d  t h e  e a s t e r n  p a r t  i s
tha t  t h e r e  a r e  n o  new b u i l d i n g s ,  o n l y  g r e y
or  b l a c k  houses .  When  w e  g e t  o u t  o f  t h e
car, t h e  b r o w n c o a l  s m o k e  s e t t l e s  h e a v i l y
i n to  o u r  l u n g s .  W e  i n h a l e  a  f e w  t i m e s  t o
get  used  t o  i t .

Slogans o n  t h e  s c h o o l  w a l l s  s h o u t  o u t
t h e i r  messages .  T h e  e a s t e r n  y o u t h - r a d i o
has b e e n  o r d e r e d  t o  s h u t  down.  Someth ing
to d o  w i t h  communism a n d  o l d  a f f i l i a t i o n s .
Yet t h e  y o u t h  s e e  t h i s  a s  t h e i r  o n l y  w a y
to  h a v e  a  v o i c e .  S o  t h e  s l o g a n s  summon

B e r l i n

pupi ls  t o  d e m o n s t r a t e  a t  t h e  n o t o r i o u s
Alexanderplatz.

I t  i s  t h e  f i r s t  s i g n  t h a t  t h e  y o u t h  a r e
concerned a b o u t  t h e i r  s o c i e t y .  A f t e r  o u r
' lessons' w e  g e t  d r a g g e d  a l o n g  t o  t h e
schoolyard -  o u r  p u p i l s  need  a  smoke. T h e y
expla in t h e  s i t u a t i o n ,  a r g u i n g  w i t h  e a c h
other  i n  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  a t  t h e  t r u t h .  " I
fee l  ashamed t o  b e  German"  s a y s  a  g i r l ,
"because o f  a l l  t h e  e v i l  m y  p e o p l e  h a s
committed. W h e n  I  s e e  n e o - f a s c i s t s
a t tack ing  d a r k - s k i n n e d  p e o p l e ,  I  w i s h  I

imik. cou ld  d i sappea r  a n d  s t a r t  a f r e s h . "  Her h a i r
is  dyed  b l a c k ,  h e r  p a l e  f a c e  c u t  i n  t w o  b y
enormous b l a c k  l i n e s  i s s u i n g  f r o m  h e r
eyebrows. H e r  c l o t h e s  a r e  a l l  b l a c k  -  a
reac t ion  a g a i n s t  h e r  A r y a n  background?  A
g i r l  o f  A r a b  o r i g i n  sudden l y  l a s h e s  o u t  a t
two a p p r o a c h i n g  b l o n d e s .  " G e t  l o s t ,  y o u
d i r t y  n e o - n a z i s ! "  To  o u r  s u r p r i s e  t h e  g i r l s
are h a r d l y  u p s e t .  T h e y  j u s t  a r g u e  back  why
they a r e  n o t  n a z i s .  " I  am n o t  a g a i n s t  a l l
Turks, o n l y  t h o s e  w h o  s h o o t  u s  down. T h e y
shouldn ' t  b e  here ,  k i l l i n g  u s ! "

Did t h o s e  f a c e s  r e a l l y  b e l o n g  t o  1 6 -
year-o lds?  T h e  'Wende% t h e  p r o b l e m s  o f
t h e i r  p a r e n t s ,  o f t e n  j o b l e s s  s i n c e  t h e
changes, h a d  had  a  c l e a r l y  m a t u r i n g  e f f e c t .
Asking w h a t  t h e y  w o u l d  w a n t  t h e  'Wess ies '
to  know,  t h e y  s a i d :  " B e  l e s s  a r r o g a n t ,  w e
are n o t  s e c o n d - r a t e  c i t i z e n s .  W h e n  w e
poured t h r o u g h  t h e  b r e a c h e s  i n  t h e  w a l l
you w e r e  overwhelmed w i t h  j o y.  B u t  i t  t o o k

j u s t  a  f e w  w e e k s  b e f o r e  y o u  s t a r t e d  t o
w r i t e  u s  o f f  a s  'na ,  t h o s e  Oss ies ' .  B e  more
t o l e r a n t . "

That n i g h t  w e  t a l k e d  t i l l  m i d n i g h t  w i t h
three o f  t h e  p u p i l s .  T h r o u g h  t h e i r  w o r d s
we s a w  t h e i r  E a s t - B e r l i n  c h i l d h o o d s  a n d
teenage-years .  T h e y  had  p r o b a b l y  n e v e r  m e t
' those c o r r u p t  b a n k -managers' b u t  t h e y
were s u r e  t h e y  w o u l d  n e v e r  w a n t  t o  become
one. " I  b e l i e v e  i n  a n a r c h y "  s a i d  T i l m a n ,
"but I  am r e a l i s t i c  enough t o  s e e  i t  w o u l d
only w o r k  i f  a l l  w e r e  i n t e l l i g e n t . "  " I  s t i l l
be l ieve i n  c o m m u n i s m "  s a i d  h i s  f r i e n d ,
throwing h i s  l o n g  h a i r  backwards.  " N o t  t h e
one w e  h a d "  h e  h a s t e n e d  t o  a d d .  N o  t h e y
were n o t  h a p p y  w i t h  t h e  ' w e n d e '  o r  t h e
Reuni f ica t ion .  T h e y  h a d  n e v e r  w a n t e d  t o
have t h e  W e s t .  S t a s i - t h r e a t ?  N e v e r  a
problem. T h e  W a l l  h a d  b e e n  a  f a c t  t h a t
hadn't b o t h e r e d  t h e m .  T h e y  h a d n ' t  e v e n
v i s i t e d  t h e  West  a f t e r  t h e  F a l l .

What m a k e s  t h i s  t a l k  f a s c i n a t i n g  i s
t h e i r  e a g e r n e s s  t o  h e a r  w h a t  o u r  d r e a m s
are and  how t o  b r i n g  them abou t .  Dreams o f
change, r o o t e d ,  f o r  u s ,  i n  f a i t h .  W e  t e l l

Brandenburg Gate without the wall
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I WAS PLAYING i n  a n  i m p o r t a n t  r u g b y  m a t c h
and i n  t h e  f i r s t  h a l f  managed t o  make  a
break w h i c h  l e d  t o  t h e  o n e  t r y  o f  t h e
match. A t  h a l f - t i m e  t h e  o p p o s i n g  f l y - h a l f
passed m e  a s  w e  c r o s s e d  o v e r  a n d  s a i d
q u i e t l y  " W e l ]  p l a y e d ,  B r i a n " .  I t  w a s  o n l y
years l a t e r  t h a t  I  remembered t h i s .

By t h e n  h e  h a d  d i e d  young.  H i s  name w a s
Glyn D a v i e s ,  a  b r i l l i a n t  p l a y e r  f o r
Cambridge a n d  Wa l e s .  H e  h a d  t h e  l o n g e s t
s idestep o f  anyone I  can  remember.

How a t t r a c t i v e  s p o r t s m a n s h i p  i s  -  a n d
o f ten  unseen.

I  g r e w  u p  i n  a  c r i c k e t i n g  f a m i l y .  M y
bro thers  a n d  I  w e r e  i n  t h e  ga rden  t h r o u g h
the s u m m e r  m o n t h s  i m i t a t i n g  t h e  g r e a t
p layers  o f  t h e  p a s t ;  p l a y e r s  w e  had  g o t  t o
know t h r o u g h  o u r  l a r g e  l i b r a r y  o f  c r i c k e t
books. M a n y  f a m o u s  n a m e s  s t a n d  o u t ,
inc lud ing  t h e  g r e a t  I n d i a n  p l a y e r  a n d
a r t i s t ,  R a n i i t s i n g h i .  B u t  p e r h a p s  m o s t  o f
a l l  w e  p r e t e n d e d  t o  b e  V i c t o r  Tr u m p e r  o f
A u s t r a l i a  and  Jack  Hobbs o f  England.

S to r ies  a b o u n d  a b o u t  e a c h  o f  t h e m  a n d
a l l  i n  t h e  r e a l m  o f  p e r f e c t  spor tsmansh ip .
Moreover, H o b b s '  w i f e  became m e n t a l l y  i l l
and h e  l o o k e d  a f t e r  h e r  w i t h  d e v o t i o n  a n d
took h e r  w i t h  h i m  t o  m e e t  p e o p l e  w i t h o u t
embarrassment.

We a l l  k n o w  t h e  u n p l e a s a n t  s i d e  o f
spor t ,  t h e  v i o l e n c e  a n d  c o r r u p t i o n .  T h e s e
th ings  h a v e  a l w a y s  been  t h e r e .  I  remember
one p a r t i c u l a r l y  v i o l e n t  u n i v e r s i t y  r u g b y
match t h a t  I  p l a y e d  i n .  A n y  t e m p t a t i o n  t o
fee l  s u p e r i o r  t o  t h e  v i o l e n c e  i n  t o d a y ' s
spor t  i s  a l w a y s  t e m p e r e d  f o r  m e  w h e n  I
remember t h a t  game.

But t h e r e  a r e  g r e a t  t h i n g s  t o  l e a r n .  Yo u
can l e a r n  t o  succeed o n e  d a y  a n d  f a i l  t h e
next a n d  k e e p  y o u r  b a l a n c e ;  t o  b e
generous; t o  b e  f i t  e n o u g h  t o  g o  a l l  o u t ;
to l o s e  w h e n  y o u  d e s e r v e  t o  w i n ,  t o  w i n
when y o u  dese rve  t o  l o s e ;  t o  b r i n g  o u t  t h e
best i n  t h e  team a round  you ;  a n d  o f  c o u r s e
you can  make l i f e l o n g  f r i e n d s .

Important  l e s s o n s  f o r  l i f e .

But i t  i s  n o t  s o  e a s y  t o  b e  u n s e l f i s h
when y o u ' r e  dead keen t o  succeed!

An o l d  f r i e n d  w h o  l a t e r  c a p t a i n e d
England a t  r u g b y  u s e d  t o  c o m e  o f f  t h e
f i e l d  a n d  s a y :  " Yo u  p l a y e d  a  g r e a t  g a m e
today. How d i d  I  p l a y ? "  I  w o u l d  s a y,  " E r i c ,
you were  g r e a t " .

I t ' s  e a s y  t o  p r e t e n d  t o  b e  b e t t e r  t h a n
you a r e ;  a n d  i f  y o u ' r e  n o t  r e a l i s t i c  a b o u t
y o u r s e l f  a n d  y o u r  p e r f o r m a n c e  y o u ' r e  n o t
going t o  improve.

But i t ' s  a l s o  e a s y  t o  p r e t e n d  t o  b e
worse t h a n  y o u  a r e ;  t o  l o s e  con f idence  a n d
a l low o n e  o r  t w o  f a i l u r e s  t o  i n d u c e  t h e
fee l i ng  o f  b e i n g  u s e l e s s .  I  n e v e r  f o r g e t
what I  o w e  t o  t h e  encouragement  o f  m y
parents i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  b u t  a l s o  o f
numerous t e a c h e r s  and  coaches and  p laye rs .

A l l  t h i s  h a s  made m e  w a n t  t o  make i t  a
p r i o r i t y  t o  e n c o u r a g e  p e o p l e  i n  eve+•Kt
sphere o f  l i f e .  I  d o  n o t  m e a n  h e a r  _y
praise,  w h i c h  c a n  b e  f a l s e .  B u t  r a t h e r  a
spur. I  h a v e  a  s p e c i a l  a f f e c t i o n  f o r
Barnabas i n  t h e  New Tes tament .  I  t h i n k  h i s
name means  ' s o n  o f  encouragement ' .  I  c a n
imagine h o w  P a u l  m u s t  h a v e  b l o s s o m e d
through h i s  f r i e n d s h i p  a n d  encouragement .
There i s  a  t r a d i t i o n  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e
fe l l ow -s tuden ts .  P e r h a p s  B a r n a b a s  s h a r e d
Paul 's e n t h u s i a s m  f o r  s p o r t  t h a t  r u n s
through h i s  l e t t e r s .

Of c o u r s e  v i o l e n c e  i n  s p o r t  i s  v e r y  much
the s e l e c t i o n  o f  a  v i o l e n t  w o r l d .  When i n
1985 t h e  f o o t b a l l  t r a g e d y  h a p p e n e d  i n
Brussels i n  w h i c h  3 8  p e o p l e  d i e d ,  I  was  i n
Washington. O n  t h e  f r o n t  o f  t h e  s p o r t s
page i n  T h e  Washington Post ,  t h e r e  was  t h e
repor t  o f  a n  i n t e r v i e w  w i t h  t h e  g r a i t ,
f ooba l l e r  B o b b y  C h a r l t o n .  H e  s a i d ,  " 0 \
the p a s t  s e v e n  o r  e i g h t  y e a r s  v i o l e n c e  h a s
go t ten  r e a l l y  b a d .  T h e r e  a r e  l o t s  o f
reasons f o r  i t .  Y o u  c o u l d  b l a m e
unemployment, t h e  l a c k  o f  a u t h o r i t y  i n
schools, p o o r  p o l i c i n g .  B u t  y o u  c a n  f o r g e t
about t h e  p o l i t i c i a n s  a n d  t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s .
The i n d i v i d u a l ,  h i s  t h i n k i n g ,  t h e  r e a s o n
f o r  d o i n g  w h a t  h e  d o e s ,  h a v e  t o  b e
changed. I n  3 0  y e a r s  I ' v e  n e v e r  s e e n
anyth ing l i k e  i t . "

About 2 0  y e a r s  a g o ,  S t a n  S m i t h  w a s
p lay ing  Rosewa l l  i n  t h e  s e m i - f i n a l  o f  t h e
men's s i n g l e s  a t  Wimbledon. H e  w a s  l e a d i n g
by 2  s e t s  t o  l o v e ,  a n d  5  games t o  3 ,  a n d
was s e r v i n g  f o r  t h e  m a t c h .  A n d  h e  l o s t .
When h e  w a s  i n t e r v i e w e d  a f t e r w a r d s  h e
said, "The  name o f  t h e  game i s  conf idence" .

Last w e e k e n d  J i m m y  W h i t e  w a s  l e a d i n g
Hendry 1 4 - 8  i n  t h e  f i n a l  o f  t h e  w o r l d
snooker a n d  d o m i n a t i n g  t h e  m a t c h .  T h e n
Hendry w o n  a  s u c c e s s i o n  o f  v e r y  c l o s e
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games, a n d  Wh i te ' s  con f i dence  seemed t o  go.
In f a c t  W h i t e  d i d  n o t  w i n  a n o t h e r  game,
and l o s t  1 8 - 1 4 .

One o f  t h e  b i g  q u e s t i o n s  o f  s p o r t  a n d
l i f e  i s  h o w  t o  d e v e l o p  t h e  r i g h t  k i n d  o f
confidence. I f  y o u  t r y  t o o  h a r d  y o u  e a s i l y
get t e n s e  a n d  l o s e  t h e  n a t u r a l  t o u c h .  A t
the same t i m e  con f i dence  p a r t l y  comes f r o m
the k n o w l e d g e  t h a t  y o u ' v e  p r e p a r e d
thoroughly.

Confidence i s  t h e  same w o r d  a s  t r u s t .  I n
spor t  y o u  c a n  t r u s t  y o u r  o w n  a b i l i t y  a n d
s k i l l  and  keep  w o r k i n g  t o  i nc rease  them. I n
the l i f e  o f  f a i t h  y o u  c a n  t r u s t  G o d  a n d
l e t  H im u s e  y o u  t o  b u i l d  H i s  Kingdom.

Recently I  r e a d  t h r o u g h  t h e  b o o k  o f
Isaiah a n d  c o p i e d  o u t  a l l  t h e  p rom ises  o f
God I  c o u l d  f i n d .  A t  t h e  end  I  f e l t  a l m o s t
overwhelmed. One v e r s e  says :  ' H i s  b r e a t h  i s
l i ke  a n  o v e r f l o w i n g  s t r e a m ' .  A l l  I  h a v e  t o

-  d o  i s  t o  b e l i e v e  t h o s e  p romises  a n d  m a t c h
my l i f e  w i t h  t h e m  t o  enab le  t h e m  t o  come
true.

ANN,

H u n t e  i n  S o u t h  A f r i c a

Conrad H u n t e ,  t h e  g r e a t  W e s t  I n d i a n
c r i c ke te r,  w a s  o n  h i s  l a s t  c r i c k e t  t o u r  o f
England i n  1966.  H e  came t o  O x f o r d  and  t h e
team s t a y e d  i n  t h e  Randolph H o t e l .  O n  h i s
b i r thday,  M a y  9 ,  h e  i n v i t e d  t h e m  a l l  t o
dinner t o  c e l e b r a t e  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  a  d a y ' s
play. T h e n  h e  s h o w e d  t h e m  t h r e e  s h o r t
f i lms  a n d  t o l d  t h e m  o f  h i s  d e c i s i o n  t o  p u t
c r i cke t  o n  o n e  s i d e  a n d  l a u n c h  o u t  o n  a
wider m iss ion ,  t o  h e a l  t h e  d i v i s i o n s  i n  t h e
world. E a c h  o f  t h e  t e a m  s p o k e  a f t e r w a r d s
to  s a l u t e  o r  c o m m e n t  o n  w h a t  h e  w a s
proposing t o  do.

I  remember t h a t  h e  w a s  3 4  y e a r s  o l d  a t
the t i m e ,  s o  I  k n o w  f o r  c e r t a i n  t h a t  h e
w i l l  b e  6 0  t h i s  week a s  I  w r i t e  t h i s !

During t h e  l a s t  t w o  y e a r s  h e  h a s  b e e n
coaching c r i c k e t  i n  t h e  t ownsh ips  o f  Sou th
Af r ica .  S i r  C o l i n  Cowdrey,  Chai rman o f  t h e
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  C r i c k e t  C o u n c i l ,  t o l d  m e  o n
the phone t h i s  week,  "What  Conrad i s  d o i n g
is  f a n t a s t i c " .

He s p o k e  o n  t h e  BBC l a s t  y e a r  o f  t h e
pover ty  o f  h i s  c h i l d h o o d  a n d  t h e  p o w e r  o f
fo rg iveness  i n  h i s  l i f e .

His s t o r y  makes  m e  r e a l i s e  a f r e s h  h o w
God u s e s  peop le  b u t  a l s o  goes  o n  p r e p a r i n g
them.

You c a n  g o  a l )  o u t  f o r  a  l i m i t e d
ob jec t i ve  l i k e  s p o r t i n g  success.

I t  m a y  b e  a  g o o d  p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  g o i n g
a l l  o u t  f o r  G o d  a n d  H i s  k i n g d o m ,  a n
ob jec t i ve  t h a t  h a s  n o  l i m i t .

'Tear down those walls!'
'Tear down those  w a l l s '  i s  t h e  t i t l e  o f  t h e

Caux Youth-hosted session 2 4 - 3 1  J u l y  1992.

Nine people  m e t  i n  Budapest, Hungary a t
the e n d  o f  M a r c h  t o  c a r r y  f o r w a r d  t h e
planning f o r  i t .  T h e y  w e r e :  Dominique
Aubert ( S w i t z e r l a n d ) ,  P e t r u  A v r a m
(Romania), P h i l i p p a  Caughey ( N e w  Z e a l a n d )
Gabra &  M a r k e t s  D r g o v a  (Czechoslovakia) ,
Jeroen G u n n i n g  ( N e t h e r l a n d s ) ,  C h r i s t i n e
Jaulmes (France) ,  Anna Misiurewicz (Poland)
and Veronika Schuster (Aust r ia ) .

They w r i t e  t h a t  t h e y  h o p e  p e o p l e  w i l l
leave w i t h  a  ' c l e a r  i d e a  w h y  w a l l s  s h o u l d
be t o r n  down ,  a  d e d i c a t i o n  t o  d o  i t  a n d
some c l u e  a s  t o  h o w '  a n d  t h e  r e a l i s a t i o n
that  ' w a l l s  d o n ' t  n e c e s s a r i l y  d i s a p p e a r  i n
one day,  b u t  u s u a l l y  t a k e  c o s t l y  dec is ion ' .

Two q u e s t i o n s  f o c u s e d  f o r  t h e m  some o f
the b a s i c  i s s u e s :
-  'When a  w a l l  o f  h a t e  s e p a r a t e s  m e  f r o m
another, t h e  f i r s t  s t e p  i s  t o  s t o p  h a t i n g .
Does t a k i n g  t h e  f i r s t  s t e p  mean y o u  h a v e
to g o  o n  t o  t h e  second,  mean ing  t o  s t a r t
lov ing? And how?'
-  ' Y o u  s i t  i n  a n  e m p t y  b u s  a n d  s e e  a
person o f  a  d i s t i n g u i s h a b l e  g r o u p  ( b e  i t
race o r  backg round )  c o m e  i n .  Y o u  k n o w  a
l o t  o f  s t o r i e s  a b o u t  r o b b e r i e s ,  v i o l e n c e
committed b y  members  o f  t h a t  g r o u p ,  s o
you g e t  a f r a i d  a n d  suspec t  t h e  person.  How
can y o u  overcome such  p r e j u d i c e ? '

Some o f  t h e  m a i n  t h e m e s  o f  t h e
programme w i l l  be :

Walls b e t w e e n  m e  a n d  o t h e r s  -  f a m i l y ,
f r iends,  c o l l e a g u e s

Walls between p a r t s  o f  s o c i e t y  -  groups,
gangs, p o l i t i c i a n s ,  c l asses ,  g e n e r a t i o n s

Walls b e t w e e n  e t h n i c  g r o u p s / c u l t u r e s
nat ions, r a c e s ,  m i n o r i t i e s

Walls o f  g r e e d  i n  a n d
i nd i f fe rence ,  N o r t h
consumption

How t o  s top  bui ld ing  wa l l s

They h o p e  t h a t  e v e r y o n e  who  i s  p l a n n i n g
to a t t e n d  w i l l  b e  a b l e  t o  c o n t r i b u t e  t o
one o f  t h e s e  themes.  T h e r e  i s  e v e r y t h i n g
to c r e a t e ,  s o  a l l  i d e a s  a r e  welcome.

Fur ther  i n f o r m a t i o n  c a n  b e  g o t  f r o m
Chr i s t i ne  Jaulmes o r  Jeroen Gunning:

YHS, C a s a  P o s t a l e  3 ,  1 2 1 1  G e n e v a  2 0
Switzer land.

between n a t i o n s
vs S o u t h ,  m a s s -
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Out of Ethiopia a  light
bg (Ilan Channer

ONE VERSE O F  A N  ETHIOPIAN SONG c o n v e y s
the t r a g e d y :

'Oh m o t h e r  o f  a  boy,
Tie  y o u r  s tomach w i t h  rope,
I t  w i l l  b e  a  v u l t u r e
And n o t  a  r e l a t i v e ,  who  w i l l  b u r y  h im. '

More t h a n  a  m i l l i o n  E t h i o p i a n s  have  been
k i l l e d  b y  w a r ,  f a m i n e  a n d  p e r s e c u t i o n  o v e r
the l a s t  t w e n t y  y e a r s .  A  g r e a t e r  n u m b e r
have b e e n  wounded,  t r a u m a t i z e d  o r  f o r c e d
to f l e e  a s  re fugees .

Nigussie A s r e s s  f l e d  i n  1 9 8 4 .  ' W e  w e r e
t r y i n g  t o  a p p l y  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  M o r a l
Re-Armament i n  t h o s e  d a y s , '  h e  s a y s .  ' O n e
day I  w a s  s h o c k e d  t o  r e c e i v e  a  s e a l e d
envelope f r o m  t h e  s e c r e t  p o l i c e  w i t h
i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  g i v e  f a l s e  t e s t i m o n y
aga ins t  p e o p l e  I  knew w e r e  innocen t .  I  m e t
w i t h  m y  commi t t ee  [ o f  a  " k e b e l e "  o r  u r b a n
assoc ia t ion ]  a n d  w e  a g r e e d  t h a t  I  m u s t
t e l l  t h e  t r u t h .  S e v e r a l  t i m e s  a f t e r  t h a t
the s e c r e t  p o l i c e  c a m e  t o  m y  h o u s e  a n d
took m e  a w a y  f o r  q u e s t i o n i n g .  E v e n t u a l l y
they g o t  f a l s e  t e s t i m o n y  f r o m  s o m e o n e
else. '

'When I  v i s i t e d  t h e  p e o p l e  i n  j a i l ,  t h e y
said, " W e  k n o w  w e  a r e  i n n o c e n t ,  s o  i f  w e
die i t  d o e s n ' t  m a t t e r " .  S h o r t l y  a f t e r w a r d s
I  w a s  t o l d  I  w a s  i n  danger.  M y  f a m i l y  a n d
close f r i e n d s  adv i sed  me t o  h i d e  o r  f l e e .  I

photos: A Channer

l e f t  i n  t h e  n i g h t  a n d  wa lked  t o  t h e  b o r d e r
w i th  Sudan. '

More t h a n  a  y e a r  l a t e r ,  h i s  w i f e ,
Eskedar, g a t h e r e d  u p  t h e i r  t w o  c h i l d r e n
and s e t  o u t  t o  j o i n  h e r  h u s b a n d .  ' W e
walked f o r  t w o  m o n t h s ,  a l w a y s  a t  n i g h t .
During t h e  d a y,  w e  s l e p t .  We  swapped o u r
c lo thes  w i t h  o r d i n a r y  v i l l a g e r s .  O n e
morning we  w e r e  s t i l l  w a l k i n g  when t h e  s u n
came up ,  a n d  w e  w e r e  robbed.  A l l  o u r  money
and g o l d  w a s  t a k e n .  W e  c o n t i n u e d  w i t h
noth ing,  somet imes  h a v i n g  t o  sc rape  i n  t h e
s o i l  t o  g e t  w a t e r .  W e l l ,  God he lped  u s  a n d
even tua l l y  w e  r e a c h e d  a  r e f u g e e  camp  D . .
Sudan.'

Nigussie a n d  E s k e d a r  n o w  l i v e  i n  n o r t h
London. T h e i r  c h i l d r e n  o f t e n  come  t o p  o f
the c l a s s  a t  schoo l .

Window o f  o p p o r t u n i t y

In E t h i o p i a  t o d a y ,  t h e r e  i s  r e s p i t e  i n
the a i r .  C o l o n e l  H a i l e  Mar iam Mengis tu ,  o n e
of  t h e  m o s t  r u t h l e s s  d i c t a t o r s  o f  modern
times, h a s  f l e d .  A  w indow o f  o p p o r t u n i t y  i s
open, b u t  r e - b u i l d i n g  t h e  c o u n t r y  i s  a n
enormous t a s k .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  a  Human R i g h t s
Watch Repor t ,  ' T h e  economy i s  bankrup t ,  t h e

Am\
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n a t u r a l  e n v i r o n m e n t  i r r e p a r a b l y  damaged,
the c o u n t r y  t o r n  a p a r t  a n d  t h e  g r o w t h  o f
c i v i l  p o l i t i c s  abo r ted ' .

This w a s  t h e  s e t t i n g  f o r  o u r  v i s i t  t o
Addis A b a b a ,  t h e  f i r s t  b y  E u r o p e a n s
working w i t h  MRA f o r  1 7  y e a r s .  W e  c o u l d
not h a v e  p r e p a r e d  f o r  t h e  h o s p i t a l i t y  a n d
embraces wh i ch  welcomed us .

I  w a s  accompany ing  H u g h  E l l i o t t ,  n o w
aged 8 0 ,  w h o  s p e n t  m a n y  m o n t h s  i n
Ethiopia,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  h i s  w i f e  B r i d g e t ,
over s e v e n  c o n s e c u t i v e  y e a r s  ( 1 9 6 9 - 1 9 7 5 ) .
I t  became c l e a r  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  some th i ng
remarkable a b o u t  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e
f r i endsh ip  be tween Hugh a n d  t h e  E th iop ians
he knew.

We w e r e  m e t  a t  t h e  a i r p o r t  b y  t h r e e
people -  M a j o r  Alemseged Ghebreyohannes, a
Pol ice Commiss ioner  i n  c h a r g e  o f  s e c u r i t y

Statue o f  Emperor Menelik who established
the boundaries o f  modern-day Ethiopia

w i t h i n  t h e  c o u n t r y ;  M r  M e r k u r i a  W o r k u ,
E th iop ia 's  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  R a n k  X e r o x ,
and Wo i z e r o  Kabeba, a  m o t h e r  o f  f i v e  w h o
hugged H u g h  t h r i c e .  S h e  i s  N i g u s s i e ' s
s i s t e r.

Major A lemseged d r o v e  u s  t o  t h e  c e n t r e
o f  A d d i s  A b a b a  i n  a  l a r g e  j e e p ,  s m i l i n g
warmly a s  h e  r e c a l l e d  t h o s e  i n  MRA w h o
had h e l p e d  h i m  w h e n  h e  w a s  a  r e f u g e e .
During t h e  t i m e  o f  Meng i s t u ' s  'Red Te r r o r ' ,
he h a d  b e e n  o r d e r e d  t o  a r r e s t  p e o p l e  f o r
crimes t h e y  h a d  n o t  c o m m i t t e d  -  a n d  h e
objected. H e  w a s  o b l i g e d  t o  f l e e  f o r  h i s
l i f e  i n  1 9 7 7 .  E x t r a o r d i n a r i l y  enough ,  h e
worked f o r  a  w h i ] e  w i t h  Grosvenor  Books i n

Ethiopian Orthodox p r ies t  wi th h is  congregation

London, t w o  f l o o r s  b e l o w  m y  bedroom, a n d
used t o  p a t  m e  o n  t h e  h e a d  w h e n  I  came
home f r o m  s c h o o l .  A f t e r  1 2  y e a r s  a s  a
t a x i - d r i v e r  i n  Wash ing ton ,  h e  w a s  c a l l e d
home b y  t h e  n e w  government ,  a n d  i s  n o w
re- u n i t e d  w i t h  h i s  w i f e .  H i s  i s  a  d a u n t i n g
and c r u c i a l l y  i m p o r t a n t  t a s k .  W e  c o u l d
remember h i m  i n  o u r  p raye rs .

Shor t l y  a f t e r  f i n d i n g  o u r s e l v e s  i n  a
comfor tab le  r o o m  a t  t h e  E t h i o p i a  H o t e l ,  w e
were w h i s k e d  t h r o u g h  a  s e e m i n g  m a z e  o f
suburban compounds -  j o l t i n g  o v e r  r u t s  i n
the r o a d ,  p a s s i n g  c h i l d r e n  l e a d i n g  s m a l l
donkeys -  t o  t h e  s p a c i o u s ,  b a r e l y -
fu rn ished home o f  Wo ize ro  Kabeba a n d  h e r
husband A t o  Truneh .  H e r e  Hugh had  a t t ended
team-meet ings  1 7  y e a r s  e a r l i e r  -  i n  a
room w h i c h ,  d u r i n g  a l l  t h e  i n t e r v e n i n g
years o f  s u f f e r i n g  a n d  t e r r o r ,  h a d
remained a v a i l a b l e  f o r  p e o p l e  t o  come a n d
to s h a r e  i n  f e l l o w s h i p  and p r a y e r.

About a  d o z e n  p e o p l e  g a t h e r e d  f o r  o u r
f i r s t  l u n c h ,  o n e  o f  w h o m  w a s  E s k e d a r ' s
younger b r o t h e r ,  Te z e r a .  H e  wou ld  c a t c h  m y
eye f r e q u e n t l y  t o  e n s u r e  I  w a s  f e a s t i n g
amply f r o m  e v e r y  l a v i s h  p l a t t e r  o f
t r a d i t i o n a l  f o o d .  A f t e r  t h e  m e a l  Hugh a n d
the o t h e r s  s p o k e :  t h e  e l d e r s  remembered
old t i m e s ,  a n d  everyone was moved.

From t h e n  o n  a  s t r i n g  o f  engagements
was w o v e n  f r o m  t h e  g e n e r o s i t y  a n d
cour tesy o f  many E t h i o p i a n s  -  w h o  came t o
the h o t e l ,  w h o  t o o k  u s  t o  t h e i r  homes o r

9



o f f i ces ,  t o  c h u r c h e s ,  r e s t a u r a n t s  a n d  t h e
market. Some j u s t  h e a r d  w e  had  come -  a n d
appeared. A n d  s o  w e  f o u n d  o u r s e l v e s  w i t h
Dej. Z e w d e  G e b r e s e l a s s i e ,  f o r m e r  F o r e i g n
M in i s t e r  a n d  D e p u t y  P r i m e  M i n i s t e r ,  f o r
two h o u r s .  H e  i s  b e h i n d  a  n e w  a s s o c i a t i o n
ca l led ' E t h i o p i a n n e s s ' ,  w h i c h  i s  t r y i n g  t o
act a s  a  u n i f y i n g ,  a l l - i n c l u s i v e  f o r c e  t o
prevent n a t i o n a l  d i s i n t e g r a t i o n .  H e
reca l led  J i m  B a y n a r d - S m i t h  a n d  B r i a n
Boobbyer, w h o  h e  h a d  f i r s t  m e t  a t  O x f o r d
Un ive rs i t y,  a n d  a  v i s i t  t o  Caux i n  1947.

The m o s t  e x c i t i n g  expe r i ence  f o r  me  w a s
a s t r o l l  t h r o u g h  t h e  'marca to ' ,  s a i d  t o  b e
the l a r g e s t  s t r e e t  m a r k e t  i n  A f r i c a .  H u g h
said I  was  e n t e r i n g  t h e  'danger -zone'  -  t h e
market i s  n o t o r i o u s  f o r  i t s  t h i e v e s ,  a n d
l i t t l e  v i s i t e d  b y  f o r e i g n e r s  -  b u t  t h e n  I
was i n  t h e  hands o f  Te z e r a  and  h i s  b r o t h e r
Johannes. We  e n t e r e d  t h e  t h r o n g  o f  d i v e r s e
peoples -  a m i d s t  s c e n t s ,  s h o u t s ,  s w i r l i n g
clothes,  m u s i c  and  exuberance.  I t  seemed t o
be A f r i c a  l a c e d  w i t h  E a s t e r n  p r o m i s e .  I
t h ink  o f  i t  n o w  i n  t h e  w o r d s  o f  a  poem b y
Ben O k r i ,  ' g r a t e f u l  f o r  t h e  m a n i f o l d  dreams
of  c r e a t i o n ,  a n d  t h e  m a n y  w a y s  o f  t h e
unnumbered p e o p l e s ' .  A n d  w e  w e n t  t o  a
church, S t .  G e o r g e ' s ,  a n d  p r a y e d  o u t s i d e
the d o o r.  E t h i o p i a  h a s  been C h r i s t i a n  s i n c e
the 4 t h  c e n t u r y.

' m a n i f o l d  d r e a m s  o f  c r e a t i o n '

The m o s t  m o v i n g  moments  o f  t h e  v i s i t
came a t  t h e  home o f  a  w r i t e r  c a l l e d  A t o
Mammo Wudneh a n d  h i s  w i f e ,  Wo ize ro  Almaz.
Mammo h a d  s p e n t  m o s t  o f  t h e  p r e v i o u s
n igh t  w r i t i n g  a n  a r t i c l e  o n  t h e  k i n d  o f
change E t h i o p i a  n e e d s ;  a n  a r t i c l e  p a r t l y
insp i red  b y  a  s t a t e m e n t  o n  M o r a l  R e -
Armament i n  K e n y a ' s  ' D a i l y  N a t i o n ' ,  c a l l e d
'Time t o  choose ,  t i m e  t o  change ' .  H e  t o l d
us how  h e  h a d  made a  t e l e v i s i o n  b roadcas t
at t h e  t i m e  w h e n  f o r c e s  o f  t h e  E t h i o p i a n
People's R e v o l u t i o n a r y  D e m o c r a t i c  F r o n t
were p r e p a r i n g  f o r  a  f i n a l  a s s a u l t  o n
Addis A b a b a  a n d  M e n g i s t u ' s  E a s t  German-
t ra ined a r m y  w e r e  p r e p a r i n g  t o  de fend  t h e
c i t y  w i t h  h e a v y  a r t i l l e r y .  Wudneh s a i d ,  ' I f
there i s  a  f i g h t  f o r  A d d i s  Ababa,  w e  w i l l
a l l  b e  l o s e r s ' .  C h u r c h  b e l l s  r a n g  o u t ,
people p r a y e d  a l l  o v e r  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  a n d
e x t r a o r d i n a r i l y,  M e n g i s t u ' s  f o r c e s
surrendered. U n l i k e  Masawa -  o r  Mogadishu
-  A d d i s  A b a b a  s t i l l  s t a n d s  i n  i t s  f o r m e r
g lo ry.

A f t e r  a  l a r g e  t e a  a t  t h e  Wudneh's ( s o f t
dr inks,  p e a n u t s ,  c r i s p s ,  s a v o u r y  s n a c k s ,

cookies, p o p c o r n ,  s w e e t  b r e a d ,  c a k e  -  a n d
tea) peop le  began  t o  s a y  w h a t  w a s  mos t  o n
t h e i r  h e a r t s .  H u g h  t o l d  h o w  G o d  h a d
somehow u s e d  h i m  t o  r e - u n i t e  h i s  p a r e n t s ,
who l i v e d  a p a r t  f o r  2 6  y e a r s ;  a n d  t o l d  o f
the s u f f e r i n g  B r i d g e t  a n d  h e  h a d  b e e n
through w h e n  s h e  g o t  c a n c e r  -  o f  h o w ,
desp i te  e v e r y t h i n g ,  a  s e n s e  o f  God 's  l o v e
was n e v e r  l o s t .  Wo i z e r o  Kabeba, w i p i n g  t h e
corner o f  h e r  e y e  w i t h  h e r  w h i t e  s h a w l ,
said, ' We  h a v e  a l s o  s u f f e r e d  s o  much, b u t
God h a s  he lped  u s ' .

Writer Mammo Wudneh, h i s  wife Almaz and Hugh E l l io t t

We h a d  a  l o n g  q u i e t - t i m e  a s  d u s k  d r e w
in. A f t e r  i t  A l m a z  s a i d  s h e  w a s  s o r r y  s h e
had n o t  b e e n  k e e p i n g  i n  t o u c h  w i t h  Kab°"61
-  s h e  w o u l d  make  a  p o i n t  o f  m e e t i n g  h e r
more o f t e n .  A t o  T r u n e h  s a i d  h e  w a s
involved i n  a  d i f f i c u l t  s i t u a t i o n ,  b u t  h a d
had a  t h o u g h t  o n  h o w  t o  r e s o l v e  i t .  A
s p i r i t  o f  oneness  came i n t o  o u r  g a t h e r i n g ;
a c o l l e c t i v e  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  t h e  t r i u m p h  o f
love o v e r  s u f f e r i n g .  I  s h a r e d  a  t h o u g h t :
"Through m u c h  t r i b u l a t i o n , "  s a i d  Thomas a
Kempis, " w e  m u s t  e n t e r  t h e  K i n g d o m  o f
God." F o r  u s  b e i n g  w i t h  y o u  now i s  l i k e  a n
experience o f  t h a t  Kingdom.'

On o u r  l a s t  d a y  Mammo s h o w e d  u s  h i s
a r t i c l e ,  f r e s h  f r o m  t h e  p r i n t i n g  p resses  o f
the m a i n  A m h a r i c  newspaper  ' A d d i s  Zemen'.
'The e d i t o r  i s  v e r y  e x c i t e d , '  h e  sa id .

There i s  a  deep  C h r i s t i a n  s p i r i t u a l i t y  i n
many E t h i o p i a n s ,  w h i c h  i s  a  l i g h t  t o
anyone's p a t h .  P e r h a p s  t h a t  s p i r i t u a l i t y
w i l l  now  b e  harnessed  t o  f o s t e r  peace a n d
Just ice. E t h i o p i a  c a n  b e  a  l i g h t  t o  t h e
nat ions.
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This and that

We h a v e  b e e n  p l e a s e d  t o  r e c e i v e  a  number
of  l e t t e r s  f r o m  F r e e w a y  r e a d e r s ,  i n
severa l  c a s e s  p r o m i s i n g  i t e m s  f o r  f u t u r e
issues. U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  s i n c e  t h e  n e x t
issue w i l l  b e  t h e  l a s t ,  a n d  w i l l  h a v e  a
spec ia l  theme,  t h e y  w i l l  n o t  s e e  t h e  l i g h t
of  day.

However, w e  t h o u g h t  t h a t  y o u  w o u l d  b e
in te res ted  t o  k n o w  s o m e t h i n g  o f  t h e s e
readers and  t h e i r  concerns.

We r e c e i v e d  E a s t e r  g r e e t i n g s  f r o m  J e r z y
Muszak o n  b e h a l f  o f  t h e  M R A g r o u p  i n
Poland, a n d  a  s u b s t a n t i a l  r e p o r t  o f  a
conference t h a t  t h e y  h e l d  i n  Sep tember.
Jerzy i s  c u r r e n t l y  t a k i n g  h i s  S e c o n d a r y
School c e r t i f i c a t e .

Joe Hak im i n  B e i r u t  w r o t e  o n  1 2 t h  A p r i l ,
' I t  m i g h t  b e  t r u e  t h a t  w e  h a v e  a  k i n d  o f
c i v i l  p e a c e  nowadays,  b u t  i t ' s  n o t  a t  a l l
what s a t i s f i e s  p e o p l e .  I t ' s  a  r e a l
ca tas t rophy  w e  a r e  s t i l l  l i v i n g  t h r o u g h .
The p rob lem i s n ' t  s o l v e d  i n  t h e  r i g h t  way.
How many p e o p l e  a n d  l e a d e r s  a r e  k e e n  a n d
w i l l i n g  t o  f i g h t  f o r  r i g h t e o u s n e s s  w i t h o u t
any k i n d  o f  f e a r ?  B u t  t h e r e ' s  a l w a y s  t h a t
c a l l i n g  w h i c h  becomes m o r e  a n d  more c l e a r :
we a r e  b u t  m e a n t  t o  l i v e  t h r o u g h  f a i t h
alone. '  H e  w r i t e s  o f  t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n s  h e
and o t h e r  f r i e n d s  a r e  m a k i n g  f o r  t h e
coming o f  a n  MRA g r o u p  a t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g
o f  M a y .  T h e y  a r e  p l a n n i n g  a  s p e c i a l
programme f o r  y o u n g  p e o p l e .  ' I  f e e l
a l ready i t  w i l l  b e  a  n e w  s t e p  f o r  t h e  n e w
Lebanon.' J o e  w i l l  t a k e  a  w e e k ' s  h o l i d a y
from w o r k  (mak ing  j e w e l l e r y )  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e
in t h e  v i s i t .

Marthamarie d e  V o o g d  w r i t e s  f r o m
Rotterdam t h a t  a  h o t  i s s u e  i n  Ho l l and  i s  a
change i n  t h e  l a w  t h a t  e n s u r e s  t h a t  p e o p l e
who a r e  p e r m a n e n t l y  u n a b l e  t o  w o r k  c a n
s t i l l  o b t a i n  suppo r t .  A p p a r e n t l y  t h e  number
of  p e o p l e  w h o  a r e  u n a b l e  t o  w o r k  f o r  o n e
reason o r  a n o t h e r  i s  g r o w i n g  t o o  f a s t .  She
is  c o n f r o n t e d  b y  t h i s  i s s u e  b e c a u s e  s h e
has p a t i e n t s  i n  h e r  m o v e m e n t - t h e r a p y
prac t i ce  who a r e  unab le  t o  w o r k  because o f
back pa in .

Vera F r a m p t o n  ( E n g l a n d )  o n e  o f  t h e
b r i g h t e s t  s e n i o r  c i t i z e n s  I  k n o w,  i s  h a r d
at w o r k  o n  h e r  n e x t  book .  ( H e r  l a s t ,  c o -
authored w i t h  N o r a h  Cook,  w a s  a  s t u d y  o f
the Te n  Commandments f o r  u s e  i n  schoo l s ) .
She w r i t e s  a s k i n g  f o r  h e l p  w i t h  t h e  book ,
which i s  o n  t h e  t h e m e  o f  ' commun ica t i on
wi th  God'. She  i s  l o o k i n g  f o r  s t o r i e s  w h i c h
' i l l u s t r a t e  t h e  m a n y  w a y s  i n  w h i c h  G o d
speaks t o  u s .  T h e y  can  b e  s h o r t  -  p e r h a p s

an e p i s o d e  w h e r e  a  t h o u g h t  h a s  been  a c t e d
on o r  a  c h a n c e  t a k e n .  S o m e  m a y  h a v e
experienced a  c h a n g e  o f  d i r e c t i o n  t h r o u g h
something t h e y  h a v e  r e a d  o r  h e a r d . '  W e
w i l l  b e  h a p p y  t o  p a s s  o n  t o  h e r  a n y t h i n g
you w r i t e .

Petru A v r a m  i n  B u c h a r e s t ,  R o m a n i a ,
w r i t e s  t h a t  a f t e r  a  b r i e f  t a l k  w i t h  t h e
other  members o f  t h e  Romanian MRA ( Yo u t h )
Group, ' i t  w a s  d e c i d e d  t h a t  I  s h o u l d  t r y
and p r o d u c e  a  p r i n t a b l e  " s o m e t h i n g "  f o r
the n e x t  i s s u e  o f  F reeway.  ( T h e  d e c i s i o n
was v e r y  e a s y  f o r  t h e  o t h e r s  t o  t a k e  -  a s
I  happen t o  b e  a  j o u r n a l i s t  -  b u t  i t  i s  a
cha l leng ing t a s k  f o r  m e . ) '  U n f o r t u n a t e l y,
h is  ' p r i n t a b l e  s o m e t h i n g '  s t i l l  h a s  n o t
ar r ived,  a n d  w e  m a y  n e v e r  k n o w  w h a t  h e
might h a v e  w r i t t e n . . .

Peter Riddell

J e a n  V a n i e r  f o u n d e r
c o m m u n i t i e s  f o r  t h e
s p o k e  t o  s t u d e n t s
U n i v e r s i t y .  E d w a r d
t h e  f o l l o w i n g  n o t e s .

o f  L ' A r c h e
h a n d i c a p p e d
a t  O x f o r d

P e t e r s  t o o k

"Andrew i s  a  m e n t a l l y -handicapped y o u n g
man, w i t h  a  h e a l t h y  body.  H e  w a s  v e r y  keen
to t a k e  p a r t  i n  t h e  S p e c i a l  O l ymp ics  ( f o r
handicapped p e o p l e )  a n d  t r a i n e d  h a r d .  H e
was k e e n  t o  w i n  h i s  1 0 0  m e t r e s  r a c e .  T h e
gun w e n t  a n d  o f f  h e  charged.  H a l f  w a y  t o
the l i n e ,  a  r i v a l  o n  h i s  r i g h t  s t u m b l e d  and
f e l l .  And rew  s topped,  p i c k e d  h im  u p  a n d  r a n
hand i n  h a n d  w i t h  h i m  t o  t h e  f i n i s h i n g
l ine. H o w  d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  a t h l e t e s  i n  t h e
rea l  O lymp ics !

_How e a s i l y  w e  r e j e c t  t h o s e  w h o  a r e n ' t
the way  we  wan t  t hem t o  be.

...To l o v e  p e o p l e  i s  n o t  t o  d o  t h i n g s  f o r
them ( w e  c a n  d o  t h i n g s  f o r  p e o p l e  a n d
crush t h e m )  To  l o v e  someone i s  t o  r e v e a l
that  t h e y  a r e  b e a u t i f u l ,  p r e c i o u s .  Y o u
don't h a v e  t o  b e  w i s e ,  t o  g o  t h r o u g h
u n i v e r s i t y,  t o  d o  t h a t .

...There i s  a  w e l l  o f  t enderness  i n s i d e  me,
and t h r o u g h  t h i s  w e l l  I  c a n  g i v e  l i f e .  B u t
there a r e  a l s o  p o w e r s  o f  v i o l e n c e  i n  m e
which c a n  h u r t  someone weak. We  c a n  s p e n d
our l i v e s  t h i n k i n g  w e ' r e  e l i t e  when i n  f a c t
we're u s i n g  o u r  e l i t e n e s s  t o  c r u s h  t h o s e
weaker t h a n  us .

...Our i n t e l l i g e n c e  i s  m e a n t  t o  b e  a t  t h e
serv ice  o f  t h e  h e a r t ,  o r  i t  w i l l  d e s t r o y
us,"
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Letter from Japan
by Hiroo Sugi

THE FRENCH PRIME MINISTER w h o  r e s i g n e d
recen t l y  c a l l e d  u s  ' a n t s '  when s h e  r e f e r r e d
to Japan .  Ye s ,  w e  a r e  a n t s ,  b u t  i t  i s  a
d i f f e r e n t  c o n c e p t  f r o m  w h a t  s h e  h a d  i n
mind.

I  o f t e n  h e a r  t h a t  Japanese  p e o p l e  d o n ' t
know h o w  t o  s p e n d  t h e i r  h o l i d a y s .  T h e s e
c r i t i c a l  l a u g h s  d o n ' t  mean  a n y t h i n g  t o  me.
A l l  Wes te rne rs  m u s t  know  Aesope's  f a b l e s  -
we l l  t h e  Japanese a l s o  a v o i d  spend ing  l i f e
as a  g rasshopper  ( o r  b e e t l e ) .  I f  o u r  l a b o u r
a t t i t u d e  c a n  b e  c r i t i c i s e d  b y  o t h e r s  i n
economic c o n f l i c t s ,  I  m u s t  s a y  t h a t  i t  i s
r a c i a l  d e s c r i m i n a t i o n  a g a i n s t  t h e  Japanese.

I'm n o t  s a y i n g  t h a t  o t h e r s  a r e  l a z y,  b u t
the l a b o u r  s p i r i t  i s  o n e  o f  o u r  b e a u t i e s  -
or t h e  o n l y  o n e  -  w h i c h  m o s t  o f  u s  a r e
very p r o u d  o f .  We t r y  t o  w o r k  t e n  h o u r s  i f
the o t h e r s  w o r k  n i n e ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  m a k e
100% b e s t .

Japan i s  r e c o g n i z e d  a s  a  d e v e l o p e d
count ry  a n d  o n e  o f  t h e  b i g g e s t  e c o n o m i c
nat ions  i n  t h e  w o r l d .  I  suppose  y o u  c o u l d
hear o r  r e a d  a  l o t  a b o u t  o u r  e c o n o m i c
success even  i f  y o u  d o n ' t  know t h e  name o f
our  c u r r e n t  P r i m e  M i n i s t e r .  ( B u t  d o n ' t
worry,  many young  s t u d e n t s  h e r e  d o n ' t  know
e i t he r,  a l t h o u g h  t h e y  k n o w  w h o  t h e  b e s t
fashion d e s i g n e r  i s . )

On t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  w e  a l w a y s  r e s p o n d
tha t  o u r  n a t i o n  i s  r i c h ,  b u t  t h e  peop le  a r e
not. I t  i s  q u i t e  r a r e  t o  l i v e  i n  a  h o u s e
w i th  a  g a r d e n  i n  To k y o .  S o  w e  l i v e  i n  a
very s m a l l  r o o m  i n  a  f l a t  o r  a p p a r t m e n t
which a n  A m e r i c a n  o n c e  c a l l e d  a  ' r a b b i t
hutch' .  Y e t  p e o p l e  w h o  h a v e  a  h o u s e  i n
Tokyo a r e  r a t h e r  p r i v i l e g e d .  M o s t  o f  u s
working i n  To k y o  d u r i n g  t h e  d a y ,  l i v e
ou ts ide  t h e  c i t y .  E i g h t  m i l l i o n  p e o p l e
spend t w o  h o u r s  t r a v e l l i n g  t o  a n d  f r o m
work, s o  y o u  s h o u l d n ' t  b e  s u r p r i s e d  a t  t h e
scenes a t  t h e  s t a t i o n s  i n  t h e  mo rn ing  a n d
evening.

I f  w e  m i s s  t h e  l a s t  t r a i n  a r o u n d  1.00am
a f t e r  w o r k i n g  l a t e  o r  h a v i n g  a  d r i n k ,  w e
can s l e e p  i n  a  ' c a p s u l e  h o t e l '  w h i c h  i s
qu i t e  a  new sys tem,  i n  w h i c h  y o u  j u s t  s l i p
your b o d y  i n t o  a  c a p s u l e .  ( Yo u  c o u l d  c a l l
i t  a  c o c o o n ,  b u t  n o t  a  c o f f i n ! )  T h e s e
r e s i d e n t i a l  p rob lems  a r e  p a r t  o f  t h e  p r i c e
of  o u r  r a p i d  economic g r o w t h  o v e r  t h e  l a s t
20-25 yea rs .

Although t h e r e  a r e  a s p e c t s  o f  h o u s i n g
which c a n  b e  i m p r o v e d ,  w e  a r e  s t i l l
f o r tuna te ;  y o u n g  l a d i e s  c a n  s t a y  s a f e l y  i n

town a t  n i g h t ;  when  I  am h u n g r y  o n  F r i d a y
n ight ,  I  c a n  g o  t o  a  supermarke t  w h i c h  i s

open 2 4  h o u r s  a n d  f i n d  s o m e t h i n g  t o  f i l l
up m y  s tomach f o r  a  w h i l e  u n t i l  b r e a k f a s t .
L i f e  i s  q u i t e  comfo r tab le .  T h e  ma jo r  reason
f o r  t h i s  s e c u r i t y  m u s t  b e  t h e  s o c i a l  t r u s t
amongst J a p a n e s e  ( s h a r i n g  t h e  s a m e
language and  s k i n  c o l o u r ) .

I t h i n k  I  d o n ' t  b e l o n g  a m o n g  t h e
pessimists .  I  am t h e  e a s y - g o i n g  t y p e .  Good
and b a d  c o m e  a n d  g o  t o g e t h e r .  B u t  s t i l l ,
we a r e  f a c i n g  s e r i o u s  problems.

These d a y s  s h o r t a g e  o f  l a b o u r  i s
becoming a  i s s u e .  M a n u f a c t u r e r s  h a v e  t o
depend o n  f o r e i g n  w o r k e r s  -  ( t h i s  r a i s e s
another i m p o r t a n t  i s s u e  w h i c h  I  w i l l  l e a v e
f o r  t h e  t i m e  be ing ) .  T h e  d r o p  i n  b i r t h  r e " " ,
is  o n e  o f  t h e  r e a s o n s ,  b u t  t h e  m a i n  o n e
is  t h a t  w e  a r e  becoming a  h i g h l y  educa ted
soc ie ty.

In g e n e r a l ,  o n e s  s c h o o l  r e c o r d  i s  q u i t e
an i m p o r t a n t  f a c t o r ;  companies may  l o o k  a t
which u n i v e r s i t y  y o u  g radua ted  f r o m  r a t h e r
than l o o k i n g  a t  t h e  p e r s o n .  T o  h a v e
graduated f r o m  a  f a m o u s  u n i v e r s i t y  i s  t h e
same s o r t  o f  s t a t u s  a s  w h i c h  f a m i l y  b l o o d
you have.

This c o n c e p t  m a k e s  p a r e n t s  p u s h  t h e i r
ch i ldren t o  s t u d y  h a r d  d a y  a n d  n i g h t  ' w i t h
love', remember ing  t h e i r  b i t t e r  expe r i ences
of  n o t  h a v i n g  h a d  a  h i g h  e d u c a t i o n .  ( B u t
mind y o u ,  m o s t  o f  t h e  m o d e r n  i n d u s t r i a l
pioneers o f  J a p a n  s u c h  a s  M r  M a t s u s h i t a
(Panasonic) a n d  M r  Honda s t u d i e d  o n  t h e i r
own a n d  made p r o g r e s s  b y  themse lves . )  Vg.""
may u n d e r s t a n d  f r o m  t h i s  w h y  t h e  r a t e  o f
su ic ide among y o u t h  i n  Japan i s  s o  h i gh .

There i s  a n  i m a g e  t h a t  b l u e  c o l l a r  w o r k
should b e  f o r  p e o p l e  w h o  h a v e  n o
education. P h y s i c a l  w o r k  i s  n o w  l a b e l l e d
hard, d i r t y  and  d i s g u s t i n g ,  s o  young  peop le
p r e f e r  d e s k -work.  D e s k -work i s  a l s o  m o r e
imposing.

Losing t h e  ' l a b o u r  s p i r i t '  r e l a t e s  t o
los ing a  s e n s e  o f  money.  We  w a n t  t o  e a r n
money w i t h o u t  h a v i n g  s w e a t  o n  t h e
forehead. T h i s  i s  t h e  r eason  t h a t  t h e  l a n d
pr i ce  i n  To k y o  has  r i s e n  unbe l i evab l y.

We h e a r  t h e  f o o t s t e p  o f  economic c r i s i s
approaching. E v e r y b o d y  s a y s ,  a s  i f  t a l k i n g
about t h e  w e a t h e r,  ' o u r  b u b b l e  h a s  s t a r t e d
burs t ing ' .  A l m o s t  e v e r y  d a y  I  h e a r  and r e a d
the n e w s  o f  ' h i g h - l e v e l '  c o r r u p t i o n
invo lv ing  b y  p o l i t i c i a n s ,  b a n k e r s  a n d
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businessmen.

A f e w  y e a r s  a g o ,  i t  w a s  d i scove red  t h a t
most M P s  h a d  r e c e i v e d  s h a r e s  i n  a
p a r t i c u l a r  company. I t  u s e d  t o  b e  s a i d  t h a t

in J a p a n  t h e  economy i s  t h e  f i r s t  c l a s s ,
and i t s  p o l i t i c s  comes t h i r d .  B u t  l a s t  y e a r
another o f  ' t h e  b i g g e s t '  s c a n d a l s  w a s
revealed. T h e r e  a r e  s o  m a n y  f i n a n c i a l
crimes b y  bankers  coming  o u t  o n e  a f t e r  t h e
other.

I  d o n ' t  k n o w  m u c h  o f  t h e  d e t a i l s ,  b u t
fee l  u n c o m f o r t a b l e  b r e a t h i n g  t h e  p o l l u t e d
a i r  o f  To k y o  when I  h e a r  t h a t  t h e  amount
they g o t  a w a y  w i t h  w a s  Y e n
400,000,000,000. I  c o u l d n ' t  e a r n  t h a t  i f  I
worked f o r  o v e r  1 0 0 , 0 0 0  y e a r s  w i t h o u t
food! Anyway i t  c l e a r l y  shows t h a t  h i g h l y -
educated b r a i n s  o f t e n  p roduce  r o t t e n  work .

But m y  concern  i s  n o t  w i t h  t h o s e  b r a i n s ,
but t h e  y o u t h  a n d  g r a s s - r o o t s  p e o p l e .  We
a l l  p o s s e s s  s e v e r a l  c r e d i t  c a r d s  a n d  u s e
them. A s  a  r e s u l t ,  d u r i n g  t h e  l a s t  y e a r
25,000 p e o p l e  w e r e  w i l l i n g  t o  b e
bankrupted i n  o r d e r  n o t  t o  pay  back.

Small c r i m e  s u c h  a s  s h o p - l i f t i n g  o r
t i c k e t  c h e a t i n g  f o r  p u b l i c  t r a n s p o r t  ( i n
s p i t e  o f  e l e c t r o n i c  b a r r i e r s  b e i n g
i n s t a l l e d )  h a s  i n c r e a s e d .  M a y b e  w e  d o n ' t
r ea l i se  i t  i s  a  c r i m e .  I f  w e  w e r e
discovered s t e a l i n g  a  p e n  o r  a  c a s s e t t e
tape, w e  m i g h t  j u s t  s a y  " W h a t ' s  w r o n g ?  I
was j u s t  g o i n g  t o  pay " .  M y  f r i e n d  who  i s  a
policeman o n c e  t o l d  m e  t h a t  t h e y  d o  i t  a s
a game t o  have  f u n  r a t h e r  t h a n  because o f
being poo r.

"'"' I f  I  w a s  w a s  a  n o n -Japanese c i t i z e n ,  i t
would b e  r a t h e r  e a s y  t o  t e l l  h o w  t h e
Japanese s h o u l d  b e  f o r  t h e  n e x t  c e n t u r y .
But i n  f a c t ,  I  a m  p u r e  Japanese,  d a r k -
ha i red a n d  s h o r t  l e g s ,  s o  I  d o n ' t  w a n t  t o
be c r i t i c a l .

I  am s o  s o r r y  t h a t  I  canno t  g i v e  y o u  my
complete v i s i o n !  B u t  i t  i s  o b v i o u s  t h a t  w e
r e a l l y  h a v e  t o  f a c e  u p  t o  t h e  concep t  ' N o
mat te r  b i g  o r  s m a l l ,  b a d  i s  b a d ' ,  e v e n
though t h e  p o l i t i c i a n s  who  a r e  supposed t o
lead u s  a r e  s o  hope less  and  he lp less .

Fo r tuna te l y  I  h a v e  b e e n  l i v i n g  f o r  f i v e
years i n  t h e  e n d  o f  downtown To k y o  w h e r e
blue c o l l a r  a n d  f o r e i g n  p e o p l e  l i v e
together.  N o  need  t o  p r e t e n d  t o  b e  a  r i c h
boy h e r e  b y  u s i n g  a  c r e d i t - c a r d  f o r  a
bunch o f  c a r r o t s !  H o n e s t y  i s  o n e  o f  t h e
best w a y s  o f  mak ing  a  r e a l  f r i e n d s h i p  w i t h
them. T h i s  i s  m y  s m a l l  s t e p  t o  c u r e  t h e
soc ia l  d isease.

East is East
experience upon experience and,  though n o t
convinced, t h e y  show immense respect.

B a c k  i n  t h e  w e s t . . .

We s p e n d  a  w e e k e n d  w i t h  f r i e n d s  o f
f r iends.  W e  p l a y  a  German t y p e  o f  b o w l s
wi th  t i n y  b a l l s .  A n d  w e  t a l k ,  a r o u n d  t h e
f i r e  o r  a f t e r  o u r  s l i d e s .  W e  manage  t o
discuss f o r  t h r e e  l o n g  h o u r s  a n d  i t  i s  a
s t r u g g l e  n o t  t o  e s c a p e  i n t o  p o l i t i c s  a n d
economics.

We a r e  s u r p r i s e d  t h a t  o n l y  a  f e w  o f
them h a v e  b e e n  t o  t h e  E a s t ,  m a k i n g  a n
e f f o r t  t o  u n d e r s t a n d .  T h e y  l i v e  2 0  k m s
from t h e  f o r m e r  b o r d e r.  Tw o  y e a r s  a g o  t h e
GDR d i d n ' t  m e a n  a n y t h i n g  t o  t h e  y o u n g
generat ion.  T h e y  h a d  n o  f r i e n d s  t h e r e ,
hard ly  a n y  c l o s e  r e l a t i v e s .  I t  w a s  a
fo re ign  c o u n t r y ,  a n d  much  l e s s  a t t r a c t i v e
than S o u t h e r n  E u r o p e .  W h y  b e  c o n f r o n t e d
wi th  h a r d s h i p ,  j u s t  f o r  t h e  s a k e  o f
exp lo r ing  t h e  p a s t  o f  one 's  own coun t r y?

At t h i s  moment  o n e  o f  u s  c o u l d n ' t  k e e p
qu ie t  a n y  l o n g e r .  T h e r e  a r e  s o  m a n y
pre jud ices  a n d  f a l s e  i m a g e s  a l r e a d y  t h a t
could b r e a k  u p  t h e  c o u n t r y.  I t  i s  s o  e a s y
to g o  a n d  e x p l o r e .  I f  o n l y  m o r e  'Wess ies '
could h a v e  m e t  a n d  h e a r d  t h o s e  w e  m e t .
How come someone f r o m  s o  f a r  away  i s
much m o r e  p a s s i o n a t e  a b o u t  t h e  E a s t
us, t h e y  ask .

so
than

In t h e  S o u t h  w e  v i s i t  some  s c h o o l s  a n d
learn o f  t h e  f e a r  o f  T u r k i s h  i m m i g r a n t s .
They a r e  s o  d i f f e r e n t ,  t h e y  d o n ' t  b e l o n g .
They r o a m  a b o u t  a t  n i g h t  b e a t i n g  p e o p l e
up; n o n - Tu r k s  d o  a s  w e l l ,  t h e y  a d m i t
r e l u c t a n t l y.  Nobody i n  t h e s e  c l a s s e s  knows
any T u r k s  p e r s o n a l l y ;  o n l y  f r o m  h e a r s a y.
How t o  b r i d g e  t h i s  c u l t u r a l ,  a n d  economic
gap? A f t e r  o u r  t a l k  some p u p i l s  dec ided  t o
do s o m e t h i n g  a b o u t  i t  a n d  m e t  t w i c e  w i t h
t h e i r  t e a c h e r  w h o  i n v i t e d  u s .  W e  a r e
in te res ted  t o  k n o w  i f  a n y t h i n g  comes  o f
i t .

Out o f  t h e  1 5 0  p u p i l s  w e
seemed t o  b e  i n t r i g u e d  b y  wha t
cyn ica l  remarks ,  s o  e a s i l y  made
context .  T h e r e  w a s  a  n e e d  f o r

met, a  l o t
we sa id .  No
in a  shcoo l
some dream

big e n o u g h  t o  g i v e  s e n s e  t o  t h e i r  l i v e s .

Our c o n t a c t  w a s  t o o  s h o r t  a n d  s u p e r f i c i a l
and w e  a r e  t o o  i n c o m p e t e n t ,  b u t  t h e i r
w i l l i ngness  t o  l i s t e n  a n d  t h e i r  u r g e  f o r
s i n c e r i t y,  m a d e  m e  s e e  h o w  r e l e v a n t  o u r
own sea rch  i s .
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T h e  S t o r y  o f  M R A -  N o  2 7

Sri Lankan response
by Rex Dilly

BORN AND BROUGHT UP I N  SRI LANKA, a t  1 6  h e
received a  t e n n i s  s c h o l a r s h i p  t o  a  s c h o o l
in Pak i s tan  a n d  became a  member o f  t h e  S r i
Lankan D a v i s  C u p  t e a m .  H e  w a s  g i v e n  a
scho larsh ip  t o  Ha rva rd  U n i v e r s i t y  whe re  h e
stud ied f o r  f o u r  y e a r s .  H e  h o l d s  t h e
degrees o f  D o c t o r  o f  L a w  a n d  Bache lo r  o f
Ar ts  i n  Economics f r o m  Ha rva rd  Law Schoo l
and H a r v a r d  C o l l e g e  r e s p e c t i v e l y.  H e  i s  a
commentator o n  s o c i a l  a n d  p o l i t i c a l  i s s u e s
in S r i  L a n k a  a n d  w o n  t h e  ' O u t s t a n d i n g
Young Person '  award  f o r  h i s  j ou rna l i sm.

Jehan P e r e r a  i s  a  S inha lese  i n  S r i  Lanka,
where t h e  t h r e e  m a j o r  c o m m u n i t i e s  a r e
Sinhalese, Ta m i l s  a n d  Mus l ims .  M o s t  o f  t h e
Sinhalese a r e  Buddh i s t ,  m o s t  o f  t h e  Ta m i l s
are H indus ,  a n d  some S i n h a l e s e  a n d  Ta m i l s
are C h r i s t i a n .  " A s  a  S i n h a l e s e  C h r i s t i a n , "
he s a y s ,  " I  h a v e  h a d  t h e  a d v a n t a g e  o f
exper ienc ing b o t h  t h e  m a j o r i t y  s e n t i m e n t
o f  t h e  7 4 Z  w h o  a r e  S i n h a l e s e  a n d  t h e
m i n o r i t y  s e n t i m e n t  o f  t h e  8 Z  w h o  a r e
Chr i s t i an . "

He d e s c r i b e s  S r i  Lanka  as  a  v e r y  unequa l
soc ie ty.  " W e a l t h ,  p o w e r  a n d  s t a t u s  a r e
concentra ted i n  t h e  h a n d s  o f  a n  u r b a n
mino r i t y,  p e o p l e  l i k e  m y s e l f . "  90% o f  t h e
people a r e  n o n - E n g l i s h  speak ing ,  b u t  t h e y
are r u l e d  m a i n l y  b y  a n  E n g l i s h - s p e a k i n g
cosmopoli tan e l i t e .  T h i s  i s  j u s t  a s  i t  w a s
when t h e  B r i t i s h  r u l e d  S r i  L a n k a .  " O u r
e l i t e "  h e  s a y s ,  " i n h e r i t e d  t h a t  s y s t e m  a n d
they h a v e  k e p t  i t  g o i n g ,  o f  c o u r s e  w i t h
many r e f o r m s ,  b u t  n o t  enough.  T h a t  i s  w h y
the b o t t o m  4 0 Z  o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  g e t  o n l y
7Z o f  t h e  n a t i o n a l  income. "

I t  i s  unde rs tandab le  t h a t  t h e r e  h a s  been
a s t r u g g l e  f o r  j u s t i c e  a n d  s o c i a l  change.
T u t "  s a y s  Pe re ra ,  " w h a t  i s  t r a g i c  i s  t h a t
t h i s  s t r u g g l e  s h o u l d  h a v e  s e t  c o m m u n i t y
against  c o m m u n i t y.  I n  o u r  s t r u g g l e  f o r
j u s t i c e  f o r  o u r s e l v e s ,  w e  l o s t  s i g h t  o f
j u s t i c e  f o r  o t h e r s .  W e  became f i l l e d  w i t h
anger a n d  ha te ,  a n d  b l i n d e d  t o  t h e  immense
s u f f e r i n g  w e  h e a p e d  o n  p e o p l e ,  e s p e c i a l l y
i f  t h e y  w e r e  d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  u s  b e c a u s e
they spoke  a  d i f f e r e n t  language,  p r o f e s s e d
a d i f f e r e n t  r e l i g i o n ,  o r  c a m e  f r o m  a
d i f f e r e n t  s o c i a l  c l a s s . "

In 1 9 8 3  Co lombo  a n d  e l s e w h e r e  e r u p t e d
in to  m a s s i v e  r i o t s  a g a i n s t  t h e  Ta r n i l
people. T h i s  w a s  i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e

increas ing a n t i -government v i o l e n c e  i n  t h e
Tami l  a r e a s  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y .  P e r e r a  h a d
j u s t  a r r i v e d  b a c k  f r o m  s e v e n  y e a r s  i n  t h e
United S t a t e s .

He p o i g n a n t l y  t e l l s  h o w  h e  w e n t
searching f o r  a  y o u n g  Ta m i l  f r i e n d  who had
re tu rned  t h a t  s u m m e r  w i t h  h i m  f r o m
Harvard. H e  f o u n d  h i m  i n  a  r e f u g e e  camp
and t o o k  h i m  t o  h i s  home o n l y  t o  f i n d  i t
looted a n d  b u r n t .

Perera r e c a l l s  t h a t  h e  w a t c h e d  T V  t o
hear t h e  P r e s i d e n t ' s  r e p o r t  o n  t h e  c r i m e .
" I  remember  h i m  s a y i n g  t h a t  w h a t  w e  w.  e
w i tness ing  w a s  t h e  r i g h t f u l  a n g e r  o f  t h e
Sinhalese peop le ,  a n d  t h a t  Ta m i l  t e r r o r i s m
would b e  e n d e d  s o o n . "  H e  a l s o  added ,  " I
remember t e l l i n g  t h e  w i f e  o f  a  Ta m i l  M P
who w a s  m y  f r i e n d  t h a t  w h a t  h a d  happened
was n o t  u n e x p e c t e d ,  t h a t  i t  h a d  b e e n
coming t o  t h e  Ta m i l s ,  a n d  t h a t  t e r r o r i s m
inescapably reaped  a  b i t t e r  h a r v e s t . "

He now  r e f l e c t s  w i t h  c a n d i d  hones ty,  " A n
o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  b e  g e n u i n e l y  s o r r y,  t o  show
compassion a n d  t o  make a  f r e s h  s t a r t  w a s
los t .  O n  m y  b e h a l f ,  I  know I  w a s  p a r t  o f
that  s a m e  p r o b l e m  t h a t  c u l m i n a t e d  i n
tragedy. W h e n  I  t r i e d  t o  r a t i o n a l i s e  t h e
gruesome e v e n t s  t o  t h a t  Ta m i l  l a d y,  I  was
no b e t t e r  t h a n  t h e  P r e s i d e n t . "

I t  h a d  n o t  b e e n  a n  e a s y  d e c i s i o n  A R
r e t u r n  t o  S r i  L a n k a  a f t e r  h e  f i n i s h e d
Harvard. T h e r e  w e r e  t h e  h e a d y  p u l l s  o f
f i n a n c i a l  s e c u r i t y  a n d  t h e  t r a p p i n g s  o f
wor ld l y  s u c c e s s .  H i s  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  c o u l d
ensure t h i s .  Y e t  t h e r e  w e r e  o t h e r  f a c t o r s
beckoning wh i ch  w e r e  d i f f i c u l t  t o  escape.

At H a r v a r d  h e  w a s  a c u t e l y  a w a r e  t h a t
h i s  p r i v i l e g e d  p o s i t i o n  i n  S r i  L a n k a n
soc ie t y  e n t a i l e d  a  d u t y  o f  s o c i a l
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y.  H e  h a d  a l s o  f e l t  v e r y
lone ly  a t  H a r v a r d ,  p a r t l y  t h r o u g h  h i s  o w n
preoccupat ion w i t h  h i s  s t u d i e s ,  b u t  h e
longed f o r  t h e  w a r m t h  o f  f r i e n d s  a n d
r e l a t i ons .  " T h e s e  t h e n  w e r e  t h e  t w o  t h i n g s ,
one r e l a t i n g  t o  s e r v i c e ,  t h e  o t h e r  r e l a t i n g
to h u m a n  r e l a t i o n s h i p s ,  t h a t  b r o u g h t  m e
back t o  S r i  Lanka. "

However, a p a r t  f r o m  h i s  f a m i l y ' s  l o v e ,  h e
found v e r y  l i t t l e  t o  r e a s s u r e  h i m  t h a t  h e
had made t h e  r i g h t  d e c i s i o n .  E v e n  members
of  h i s  f a m i l y  t h o u g h t  t h a t  h e  s h o u l d  h a v e
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spent a  f e w  y e a r s  i n  t h e  USA a n d  become a
person o f  i n d e p e n d e n t  m e a n s  b e f o r e
r e t u r n i n g  t o  S r i  L a n k a .  T h e  p o l i t i c a l
s i t u a t i o n  w a s  c h a o t i c  w i t h  l a r g e  s c a l e
violence. H e  s o o n  d r o p p e d  t h e  i d e a  o f
working f o r  t h e  Government.

About s i x  months  l a t e r  h e  was i n t r o d u c e d
to D r  A  T  A r i y a r a t n e ,  l e a d e r  o f  t h e
Sarvodaya m o v e m e n t ,  w h i c h  h a d  b e e n
insp i red  b y  Mahatma Gandhi.  I t  o p e r a t e s  i n
about 8 , 0 0 0  o f  t h e  2 3 , 0 0 0  v i l l a g e s  i n  S r i
Lanka, a n d  s t a n d s  f o r  development  t h a t  i s
people- cen t red  a n d  n o t  o n l y  c e n t r e d  a round
product ion  a n d  consumpt ion .  I t  emphas ises
that  economic  a n d  s o c i a l  development m u s t
lead t o  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  deve lopment  o f  t h e
ind i v idua l .  D r  A r y i y a r a t n e  i m m e d i a t e l y
asked P e r e r a  t o  j o i n  h i m .  P e r e r a  p u t  t h e
p ropos i t i on  t o  t h e  b a c k  o f  h i s  m ind  a s  h e
had a s s u m e d  t h a t  d o i n g  s e r v i c e  f o r  t h e
count ry  w o u l d  mean  w o r k i n g  f r o m  t h e  t o p ,
in a n  a i r - c o n d i t i o n e d  o f f i c e  w i t h  a
s u b s t a n t i a l  s a l a r y  t h a t  w o u l d  p e r m i t  h i m
to  b e  a  p a r t  o f  Colombo's e l i t e .

In t h e  m e a n t i m e ,  P e r e r a  r e c e i v e d  a n
i n v i t a t i o n  t o  a t t e n d  a n  MRA c o n f e r e n c e  i n
Panchgani. H e  d e s c r i b e s  t h a t  t i m e  s p e n t  i n
Ind ia  a s  among t h e  h a p p i e s t  t i m e s  i n  h i s
l i f e .  H e  s a y s ,  " I n  t h o s e  t w o  months ,  t w o
p r i n c i p l e s  t h a t  g u i d e  m y  l i f e  t o d a y  j e l l e d
in  m y  mind. T h e  f i r s t  w a s  t o  recogn ise  how
feeb le  w a s  m y  know ledge  a b o u t  t h e  w o r l d
and w h a t  s h o u l d  b e  d o n e  t o  p u t  i t  r i g h t .
There a r e  s o  m a n y  v i e w s .  Wh i ch  i s  r e a l l y
The b e s t ?  G o d  a l o n e  knows .  S o  m y  f i r s t
p r i n c i p l e  w o u l d  b e  t o  s a y  w i t h  Jesus,  ' N o t
my w i l l  b u t  T h i n e  b e  done ' ,  a n d  I  w o u l d
not  b e  anx ious ,  b u t  w o u l d  t a k e  l i f e  a s  i t
comes."

There w a s  i n d e e d  a  b a s i s  f o r  h i s  t a k i n g
t h i s  a t t i t u d e  o f  t r u s t .  T h e  s c h o l a r s h i p
which t o o k  h i m  t o  P a k i s t a n  a n d  f r o m  t h e r e
to Harvard ,  h a d  been  t o t a l l y  unexpected. He
accepted i t  because o f  h i s  and  h i s  f a m i l y ' s
b e l i e f  t h a t  w h a t  c a m e  o f  i t s  o w n ,  c a m e
from G o d .  N o w  a g a i n ,  a n o t h e r  o f f e r  h a d
been made unexpec ted ly  wh i ch  seemed t o  f i t
the l a r g e r  p a t t e r n  o f  h i s  goa ls .  He dec ided
to accep t  Sarvodaya 's  o f f e r .

There was  a l s o  a  second d e c i s i o n  t h a t  h e
made a t  Panchgani .  " T h i s ' ;  h e  s a i d ,  " w a s  t o
accept t h e  n e e d  f o r  p e r s o n a l  change a s  m y
best c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  change i n  S r i  Lanka. A
consequence o f  t h i s  w a s  t h a t  I  f i n a l l y
accepted t h e  t r u t h  t h a t  I  w a s  S i n h a l e s e
before I  w a s  a  S r i  Lankan, t h a t  t h e r e  w a s
indeed i n  m e  a  r a c i s t .  I t  w a s  o n l y  when,
i n s p i r e d  b y  t h e  e x a m p l e  o f  o t h e r s ,  I
app l ied  t h e  f o u r  s t a n d a r d s  o f  m o r a l i t y ,

(honesty, p u r i t y ,  u n s e l f i s h n e s s  a n d  l o v e )
and t u r n e d  t h e  s e a r c h l i g h t  i n w a r d ,  t h a t  I
found t h e  s t r e n g t h  t o  f a c e  t h e  h a r s h  a n d
the humble  t r u t h . "

" I  know n o w  w h a t  I  s h o u l d  have  t o l d  m y
Tamil  f r i e n d s  i n  t h e  shadow o f  t h e  r i o t s
o f  d e a t h  a n d  d e s t r u c t i o n .  I  s h o u l d  h a v e
t o l d  t h e m  t h a t  I  was  s o r r y,  t h a t  w h a t  w a s
happening w a s  a  t e r r i b l e  wrong,  a n d  t h a t  I
would commi t  m y s e l f  t o  d o  w h a t  I  c o u l d  t o
make S r i  Lanka a  home o f  peace a n d  j u s t i c e
f o r  a l l . "

The d a y  h e  made  t h a t  d e c i s i o n  h e  made
severa l  n e w  f r i e n d s ,  b u t  o n e  e s p e c i a l l y  -
a Ta m i l  f r o m  Sou th  I n d i a  who had developed
a d e e p  a n g e r  a g a i n s t  t h e  S i n h a l e s e .  A
month l a t e r  h e  w a s  t h e  g u e s t  o f  t h i s  man
in h i s  n a t i v e  s t a t e  o f  Ta m i l  Nadu, wh i ch  i s
feared a n d  h a t e d  b y  t h e  S inha lese  a s  t h e
launching-pad o f  Ta m i l  i n v a s i o n s  o f  t h e i r
is land. H e  says ,  " T h e  h o s p i t a l i t y  I  r ece i ved
amazed m e  a n d  f i l l e d  m e  w i t h  t h e  h o p e  o f
a new f u t u r e  -  d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  t h e  p a s t . "

A f t e r  s p e n d i n g  t h r e e  f a s c i n a t i n g  y e a r s
w i th  t h e  Sarvodaya  movement, P e r e r a  began
to b e  d i s s a t i s f i e d  a n d  s t a r t e d  l o o k i n g
around f o r  s o m e t h i n g  new.  O n e  d a y  h e  s a w
a j o b  ' t a i l o r - m a d e '  f o r  h i s  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s ,
adver t i sed  b y  t h e  UN o f f i c e  i n  Colombo. N o t
only w a s  i t  development- o r i e n t a t e d ,  i t  a l s o
o f f e red  a  s a l a r y  s i x  t i m e s  t h e  m o n t h l y
amount h e  r e c e i v e d  f r o m  Sarvodya.

" I  g o t  r e a l l y  e x c i t e d  b y  t h e  j o b  opening.
I t  o f f e r e d  m e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y  m a r k e t a b l e
s k i l l s ,  a  h i g h e r  s t a n d a r d  o f  l i v i n g  a n d  a n
o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  m o v e  i n  t h e  m o s t
s o p h i s t i c a t e d  a n d  p o w e r f u l  c i r c l e s  i n  S r i
Lanka. M y  f a m i l y  suppo r ted  t h e  i d e a  t o o . "

"A p a r t  o f  m e  w a n t e d  s o  much t o  a p p l y
f o r  t h a t  j o b . "  He con t i nues ,  w a n t e d ,  e v e n
at t h i s  r e l a t i v e l y  l a t e  s t a g e ,  t o  e q u a l  m y
f r i ends  f r o m  s c h o o l  a n d  t e n n i s ,  w h o  w o u l d
o f f e r  m e  r i d e s  i n  t h e i r  new  c a r s ,  w h i l e  I
s tood f o r  t h e  b u s .  T h e  g r e a t  a d v a n t a g e
wi th  m a t e r i a l  t h i n g s  i s  t h a t  t h e y  a r e
v i s ib le .  M y  f r i e n d s  h a d  t h e  v i s i b l e  s i g n s
o f  success.  I  d i d  n o t . "

'But i n  t h e  end, t h e  more  i d e a l i s t i c  p a r t
o f  me t r i umphed .  I t  t r i u m p h e d  because o f  a
t h i r d  p r i n c i p l e  a r t i c u l a t e d  b y  J e s u s  w h e n
he s a i d ,  ' U n l e s s  a  g r a i n  o f  wheat  f a l l s  t o
the g r o u n d  a n d  d i e s ,  i t  l i v e s  a lone ;  b u t  i f
i t  d i e s  i t  b e a r s  f r u i t ' .  I  have  t a k e n  t h i s
to mean t h a t  i f  I  am t o  l i v e  a  mean ing fu l
l i f e ,  I  n e e d  t o  d i e  t o  t h e  e g o  i n  m e  t h a t
seeks t o  c l i m b  a n d  b e  n o t i c e d ,  t o  u s e  m y
t a l e n t s  s o  t h a t  n o t  I ,  b u t  G o d  b e
g l o r i f i e d . "
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