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Poisoned
uniforms

and
sordid
treachery
IN ONE of the most sordid
stories from the world of spying,
a former Rhodesian spymaster
has described how a black na-

alist leader, secretly work-
ing for the Rhodesians, was
murdered by them because he
was about to be found out.

Mr Ken Flower, former head
of the Rhodesian Central Intelli-
gence Organisation, also dis-
closes that the CIO had informa-
tion that the wife of the first
Rhodesian president, Mr  Clif-
ford Dupont, was a Bri t ish
agent.

Mr Flower says in his book,
"Serving Secretly", that a top
leader o f  Bishop Abel Mu-
zorewa's United African Nation-
al Congress, the Rev Arthur
Kanodareka, who was muTde7R
in 1978, had been recruiting
young men for the nationalist
guerilla armies and then passing
the information to the CIO.

Mr Kanodareka was also poi-
soning the uniforms of the re-
cruits with the knowledge of the
CIO.

"For more years than I would
like to tell, young men were re-
cruited for the guerilla cause
under the aegis of CIO and with
the willing cooperation of Kano-
dareka and his helpers who sup-
plied them with poisoned uni-
forms," writes Mr Flower.

Mr Flower says that as a re-
sult "hundreds" of recruits died
a slow death in the African bush
on their way to training camps.

"It  became so diabolically
successful that exposure seemed
inevitable and so the principal
perpetrators had to be eliminat-
ed — rather as a hunter will fin-
ish off a wounded animal to stop
further suffering," Mr  Flower
says.

He says the bullet-riddled
body of Mr Kanodareka was
found in Salisbury "assumed to
have been the victim of the na-
tionalist struggle-within-the-
struggle but in fact the villain in
a most sordid tale of treachery
and betrayal".

Mr Flower fails, however, to
throw light on the killings of two
other prominent nationalist fig-
ures, Jason Moyo of Zapu, who
was killed by a parcel bomb in
Lusaka, and Dr Edson Sithole of
the UANC, who was kidnapped
in Salisbury and has never been

i again. A recent book pub-
1—..ed in Johannesburg claimed
that Mr Moyo had been a Rho-
desian agent and had been killed
by Rhodesians who did not know
he was working for them.

Mr Flower, however, does not
confirm Mr Moyo's links with
the Rhodesian Intelligence and
says he is not sure of the degree
of involvement of the Rhode-
sians in Mr Moyo's killing.

Mr Flower says Mr Sithole's
abduction in 1975 occurred when
the Rhodesian authorities be-
came increasingly con-
vinced that his militancy
"was the lain obstacle to
settlement", but does not
confirm that the secret
services played a part in
his disappearance.

He says that up to the
early 1970s the intelli-

'e network he had es-
t . , l i s h e d  expanded
worldwide, allowing his
organisation to  follow
guerillas "from Algeria
to Cuba, from Russia to
China. There was virtual-
ly nothing we did not
know of their inner work-
ings at all levels, for our
informers served us no
less faithfully than they
served their nationalist
leaders," he wrote.

KEN FLOWER . . .  head of Intelligence for Ian Smith, and secu-
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The head of the French
security services was al-
ways "anxious to help"
and his influence helped
the CIO to make security
contacts i n  Belgium,
Italy, Greece and coun-
tries in North and West
Africa. "Amongst our
most valuable connec-
tions in Italy were those
in the Holy See itself,"
says Mr Flower.


