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and thirties - and remained a member till sometime in 1941

when he was expelledy a2 strange moment sinee Russia came into
the war in June of that year. Geurge uale, in the Daily Express,
finds this odd.

“Driverg tells us", writes Gale, "that he was expelled
from the party (sround 1941; the actual dete is unclear) when
& printworker took him for a drink and told him the news. "I
protested furiously and asked why," He says he never found
out. I wonder. Within a couple e¢f years he was a member of
Parlisment, slected as an independent on the Left....

"He would seem 40 have been a most suitable recruit for
the Ruselian gecret service. My view is , on balance, that
his "expulsion" from the Party was simply a device to enable
him to pursue a covert life.... It is certain that’ he would
be much more useful as an MP and & member of the National
Executive of the Labour Party than he would be as = goesip
columnist aloune.”

Some of those who saw him in action on unis foreigh tours
came to the sameé conclusion, Walton Cole, when edltor of
Reuters, was one of those who used to say so. A senior
Siti %h Communist remarked: "We ask the Russians why they
employ & man like him, We have nothing to do with him"., . =
Like George Gale, I wonder.

Driverg's third “"passion" was his Anglo-Catholiclsm. He
vigourously defends himself against any hint of insincerity.
"The two interemsts were parallel and simultaneous, and I
wags not a3 hypocrit: whether functioning as an acolyte in the
sanctuary or practising fellatio in some hotel bedroom or
station w.c., 1 was doing what I most wanted to do at that
moment, and doing it with complete sincerity."

dichael Foot comments: "Vo onme could ever guite tell
how much Tom's religion was an inspiration of his 1life and
how much it was a pcse, useful Ffor many necesssry pPUrpPOSESe..."
Certainly, meny churchmen were confused by it and took his
opinions more seriously because of it.

Not s0, Archbishop lemple. He once asked two MRA workers
why Driberg attacked them s0 fiercely. They remained silent.
Then the Archbighop said, "Of course, there is glways the
stnns asnsatence. You do stand for honesty and puri ty".



Poor Tom Driberg, perhapa natural.d.y, deveioped aomething of a
persecu.tion compl.ex. T1ma he bitterly c¢riticiees Mr. Atlee and
Mr. Wilson for e-xcluding him from high office because of
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