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low .)rib _ rg' ;3 po thuinous autohiogr ahy, uling - atisionN,

raised a lot cf queLtions, but produced aga almo;t unanirous

verdict from critÿcs af varied po3itioa Gnd cultural

)er ua►ç31ons. i1f the exact vintage of histwo £ubsidu r. asion -

suft-win _oolitice and r igh Church religion there i ;; tii

nome deb ,te, but na one eau any longer doubt the cuality caf

what ilichael Foot, in hie embarras ed os tocript, eails hi

"truly ruling pas ion', the Brand cf homozexuaU ty which

Driberg describeE in uch merciies detail. ûnly the mav orici

historias A.J. . . cylor contend that lie -.pas "a character cf

e1ri.o t :'ain tly inrzo cence.

h : f .at that Dri'ber had homosexuai tendencie le neither

Lei-e nor th;a:c; .Liany hon.ourable r_ en hav- . The _point wa.

1a c1_L ut hy, ncn iany f„therti, ..u1 Johi oi , the former

iitoâ: of the JoCl. lîSt 1e`7 i t.ate sman, to wlLich 1)riberg w

â. froc cent eontribütor. °1A''roii first to 1a4t", z1 ohntJon PTT T,:eit,

.Orlbert; iras a tao;uo ,exu .'1 = Llandere: ' og the most pertinacicus

.Li indei =ti able ki.nd, withcut the srnalle .t ecrupie or

remo eè, utte-riy re arcl1ess cf the feelin g„ of or coneec: uenc e

to hi. ^partn rs, czetermincd on tkie cruae t and iiost fr ç; Lent

:ort>>. of carnEl sa :i faet on to the excl uacn of ana other

consideration wh4.tever' .

.-iz. (ioLnon aeseA.ibee +w i.7one cf tho oeoasions`i whp.."il D iber'

u ;ed lis position to p et out cf tough corners .ith the police

and the way Lord lieaverbrook (who e land he later bit)

intex ened. t0 sa'vC: .lim. .:w n lie asks how it wa possible for

such v mien to ";lay a „wrt, tid at t.Lmes a pro .nent :«r₹, u

Labour parti polatic . for more tuas thirty ii.E: cou].d

a so h-3ve: encuired how le anaged to b o crominent in Churcla

of n lc.^tïid affairé and to !Jecore the Tiret iayffian ohe en te

preaeh the U ver: ity sermon at Oxford.

! qually rastonising waLe ihe LTa.y le was accepted. b

Auch cf the n odia 4s an aut.hority, even the autnority, upon

i-àor&l lîe- i.rïianent, a uiovemellt Whose people strive, hoYirever

falterin ' y, tri ive a way of life exactly contrary to

Driberg's own in lis bock. Yet it was Jriberg wno .=as

ooiniissioned te î ite tçac, ycrhaps evon three, of the

obituaries of Dr. .t'rs k .Uuchnan in thc national news a F ra

and who w .s the only persan, in spite of px-ote t , rlowed

by ir hugh LIrE-crie ' û £U....i to speak about i'eter iLo t ard, Btî h"[ian' s

suece _ sor, when lie lied four yearo l .ter,
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:ûribe r : was, o± course, the fir t jour J.i ;t to rite

about ? Iii s xford Group in a national new pa per. he nc1

coniriris that thià Ïias hi3 first scoop wbich established

.hini at the )ail,y x Dr•e. In thre articles, he state d that

"public confession caf lins .has been a frec uent ec:.'turc of

iit'' l'.crc.ctings9' where people "hol hands in .a large circle

anô., one by one, iake a full confess ion of ins. 'r

i1even distin uished dons i =unsdiabely ueriied tb1, charge

in he T .ies, and one ;,f them, when .iaster cf Lt. itera

(oJ l e, l ter wrotea " `he articles do nat st:et•c- Chat the

writer heard ony such confessions fier does he gsve a single

nae of :knyone idho FEU Gonfessed or vho ClaiIiaed 4e have heard

s.uCh a confession. t'so doubt, as a g od Journali sit, h,e ï•TOUJ.d

h' v( donc o iÿ he oould. flac Gould not hwcausc suoli

di.d flot han yen. J w . ire ent at virtuaily ail the 3xtord

iic ting , and no one held hando nor were there any urivavoury

or eraotionai confessions. Yet this etory vent irito the s.ibraries

of evc-ry newspaper end was copied by other journaui»te. 3

.iii :gis ironie that the :-ian who oegan hls careor by making

faLse accu •atio s cf puhLo confession by 0therti should

ended i t by .'r.l. tins; one cf the icast savoure public confessions

0z our tixae,

For ncarly Lif ty yoGad.'): a.l.ter thes e articles, 1 .(.iber ini ti tedf

or was in the forefront 0f every major sttack ois the Oxford

:i'ou:i anc1 horai ie-%.rma1ient. In i ugusrt 1940, or exsr le, he

four tiues use:t bis .r ifiCww 1 ickey colwaa te allsg.- that ï'iU.I

peopl : --• antz the action cf tour hundrrd /iayors thon ,îorkins

with taie i to builc .u f morale - ,<<ere a threat to the i.ritish

ar effort. That was, of course, at s tige when )oi r. unists

reE dec? the fight a ainst Hitler as an impoxiali t ws_. ard

Driberg was, he now .revecais, etil]. a cary-Carrÿing emtk1er

of th.e Coiruwlist 2arty a

Aîter the war tU.L th E daJ cf kils .eath Driberg iriitir.;ted

rF ular attacke of th s 1ind ant used hls fareiün journeys a;

an viL' to plant dossiers aga .nst ihLi. with newspa ers ant public

i;ienn fils book, `J he Mystery cf Horal ie-r&rma _lent, was Sent

as a free nif t te ÿibraries, newspaper s, emba ;sien and

public men in :r; any oountries. ho financed this opération

le the recel ra. _;tery 0f the book. The author tcid a friand

0f !Lne ti. t he ha.t "been paid vert' lare suwa itti write It" -

r o t i1ÿ the pLi s $ sher.

in bis book, Dribor stage-, that ho joinei the 0o:_... nist

Norty whil a sehool boy - as did j any others in the twenti
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and thirties - and remained a member till sometime in 1941-
when he was expel.l.ed,,.. a strange moment since Ru.asia came into 

the war in June of that year. . George u-ale, in the Daily Express,

finde this odd. 

HDriberg'tella us", writes Gale, "that he was expelled 
• 

,T 

:f'rom the pa-rty (around 1941; the a.ct11al date is �clear) wh.en

a printworker took him for a drink a.nd told him the news. n1 

protested fu.riously and asked why," He sa.ye he neve:r found 

out. I wonder. Witbin a couple of years he wae a member o� 

Parliament, elected as an independent on the Left •••• 

"He woul..d seem to have been a most suitabl.e recruit for 
th.e Russia.n sec:ret service. My view 1s , on balance, thBt

bis flexpuJ.s.ion" from the ?arty was simply a. devioe to enable

him to pursue a covert life ..•. It .is certain that he wou.ld 

be much more usefuJ. as an MP and a member ot the Nationa1 

E:xeoutive of the Labour Party than he would be as a goss1p 

columnist al.one." 

Some of those who saw him in action on bis foreign toure 

came to the same conclu.sion. Walton Cole, when editor of 

Reuters, was one of those who u.sed to say ao. A senior 

•riti h CommUJli.st remarked: "We ask the Russians why they 

employ a man llke him. We have nothing to do wi th him". . . - :-! 

.Like George Ga1e, I wonder. 

Driberg's tbird ttpassion" was his Anß].o-Catholicism. He 

vigourous1y defenda himsel.t against any hint of insincerity. 

"The two i.ntereats were parallel. and simultaneou.e, and I 

was not a bypocrit: whether fwictioning ae an acolyte in the 

sanctu.ary or practiaing fellatio in some hotel bedroom or 

.l3tat1on w-. c., 1 was doing what I most wanted to do at that 
moment, a.nd doing it with oompiete sincerity." 

i•Iichael Foot commen ts-: "io one cou.ld ever qui te tel1 
how much Tom' s relig;lon was an inspiration of his 11-fe and 

how much it was a pese, usefUl for man.y necessary pu.rposes •••• " 

Certainl.y, many ohurohmen were con.fused by it and took hie 

opinions more seriously because of it. 

lfot so, Archbishop Tem.p1e. He once aals:ed two !·IRA workers 

why Driberg attaeked them so fierc.ely. They remained sllent. 
Then the Archbishop said, ttof course, there is al.wa,ya the 

ai:nnu �_oni::ir.i.ence. ·iou do stand :for honeaty and puri tytt. 

Poor Tom Driberg, perhapa natural.J.y, deve1oped aomething of a 
persecu.tion compl.ex. Tlms he bitterly critic1ees Mr. Atlee and 
Mr. Wilson for e-xcluding him from high office because of 
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t.hei.r ;'rurztan nrejucic & . a3 1z1- .r_!ÿ h ccu .ee -ili of

'rhyET z?Il2ï_tiv: vei?di.cvïvtin . s'' tJ. .rc s Yiiin. ctua.i1 . Dr.

S'ûchiian 13e er once Gi li UC.wcked hims uYrM L Jniy l•r ne!1 sezh m

✓IJ L 11 c hir ouc,, +5--17 waL :w.i. ter a _j . 1J.Jct.iJri.V Vtii±,lwi

wtti,ck tdr la.ite ...t .Kl-°.z ;;iig tic s an .pra,yf:ïi. ")r Godr blésa

yoas servant Dr ber;7'. t'rtsï 'sioard iii ;:'ierltion 11m idiy

in 011e boc!x„ fC itis Y`eGiin.ded U the sayinr ..9 "r Th •

i S vi0iOU.3. £ û ei enda it ei:Z. ''S_

ï di: .iot coriten;! vil:: t noth111; Dr ber,.: ev' r s td r bO t

•Io a l- 1e--Arrn merLt ia. ever Riiy Crut}i in. i'F. .tiono

is that those who have acc rted hixu as an atdthvri.t r

13.Ùrar? ee, rbas^ie y ne spaper or ,es and i ad.iv1i..`..u; 1; n

&lCu1 d reconsider tune sAtuat pn and a.t l;_r ;; ur• •c et.

i± tney r' -tain hi booJ 3 th:-y put other;-: ij i dti û aei. :rhi cii.

bai mc , the picture. .Lt i tiLEe the rccort? °wa..:, _tru t c=t.r• ± ht,

a a . a o.
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