
‘the Vanishing Island", which is to be broadcast over a11 main national 

stations on Sunday, September 9, at 9.15 peme, has been described by one of 

its pritipals, Reginald Owen, the noted Hollywood actor, as “unique in 

theatrical history". This musical play, since its premiere in America in 

April last year, has been taken by the world force of Moral Re-Armament 

through Asia, Africa and Buropee. It has now returned to the United States 

at the invitation of 62 Senators and Congressmen. 

Peter Howard, the author, was a leading political commentator in Fleet 

Street. He captained England at rugby and was a gold medallist at the 1936 

winter Olympics. His books have run to two million copies in a dogzen 

languages and his plays are being performed by 27 casts in Surope, America, 

Africa and Asias 

Besides Reginald Owen, the cast includes Ivan Menzies and hiw wife 

Elsie Griffin, who are well-known in New Zealand for their roles in.the 

Gilbert and Sullivan operas. These stars, as well as the cast of sixty, the 

technicians and stage crew, give their talents and their time without salary. 

After its tour through Asia, the play was presented in ten furopean 

capitals. In London, its season began at the Hippodrome, where the crowds 

were so great that the overflow nightly filled three other theatres for 

simultaneous plays and demonstrations. The "Daily Mail" declared that it ~ 

was "the most melodious show that this, or any other West End stage, has ever 

produced." 

The play depicts two countries - the Island of Bilyph'mei (I love Me), 

which lives aaa dulgent, self-satisfied democracy, ani the Land of Weiheit'tiu 

(We Hate You), which lives organised ruthless totalitarianism. The clash 

between the two brings Filuph'mei to the point of extinction until, through a 

change in its king, the people find the secret of unity between the two 

countries.



Igse 

The Moral Reearmment musical play, “The Vamishing Island", which has 

gone row the world in one year, will be broadeast br all YA etations in 

New Zealand on Sunday, Sevtember 9, at 9.15 pom. Tho author is Peter Novord, 

Lomlon journslist who oapteainsd @nglend #¢ rugby and was an Olympic Games gold 

medallist. 

The priseipal parts ars taken by Ivan Menzies, well-known in Hew Zonland 

for his Gilbert and Sullivan roles, and Reginald Gwen, Hollywood setor who has 

pisyed in 180 files. A east of 66 insludes Michiko Tamaka, the Japenese stur 

of “vadane butterfly". 

Lewis allen, 'iollywood direstor, Hieo Charisas, one of the world's leading 

choreographers, Yerbert Seiskopf', diraetor of opers of the Los Angsles Gonserva~ 

tery of Wusie, ond Thomas Poluso, former Nees Coast music dircetor of the Hational 

Broudes sting Company of Averies, produesd the play. 

Leurits Meloldor, world-renowned singer, said: “'The Vanishing island’ is « 

wonderful and original play. ‘The ides, the wisto «nd lyries will expture the 

hearts of men axl netions.* 

“Ths Vanishing Island? is set in tro countrise - the ieland of S4 laph' met 

("1 Love Ye") and the land .of feiheit'tiu (“He Rote You"). It portrays with 

trenahant satire and puckish humour the ¢lesh betweon smug, well-feu demooragy 

and rithiess, purposeful dictetorship. tha finel act shows her unity is built 

between the tro peoples by 2 ohenge in one min, tha King of “Lluphtmet, played 

by Ivan Manzics. 

A Qussien seript just produeed brought the number of foreign language 

transletions to 1S. ith the aid of these seripta, half 4 atilica people in 

Asia, the Middle fast, Afries, Surope a» Ameriea hove followed the play in the 

theatres. Milliona more have watehe? oa «lovision and Listened on the radic. 

‘one of the bast musiesl eonediy. London has seen for 4 long time", was 

Sir Beverlay Raxtar's ovaluation.


