ithe Vanishing Island", which is to be broadeast over all main national
stations on Sunday, September 9, at 9,15 pems, has been described by one of
its peripall. Reginald Owen, the noted Hollywood actor, as "unique in
theatrical history". This musical play, since its premiere in America in
April last year, has been taken by the world force of Moral Re=Armament
through Asia, Africa and Purope. It has now returned to the United States
at the invitation of 62 Senators and Congressmen.

Peter Howard, the suthor, was a leading political commsntator in Fleet
Street. He oaptained Fngland at rugby snd was a gold medallist at the 1936
winter Olympics. His books have rum to two million coples in a dozen
languages and his plays are being performed by 27 casts in Surope, America,
Africa and Asia.

Besides Reginald Owen, the cast includes Ivan Menzies and hiw wife
Rlsie Griffin, who are well=known in New Zealand for their roles in _the
Gilbert and Sullivan operas. These stars, as well as the ocast of sixty, the
technicians and stage erew, give their talsnts and their time without salarye.

After its tour through Asia, the play was presented in ten Ruropean
capitals. In London, its season began at the Hippodrome, where the crowds
were 80 great that the overflow nightly filled three other theatres for
simultaneous plays and demonstrationss The "Daily Mail" declared that it -
was "the most melodious show that this, or any other West ®nd stage, has ever
produced."

The play depicts two countries = the Island of Eilyph'mel (I love Me),
which Lives EllB l1gent, self-satisfied democracy, amd the Land of Weihelt'tiu
(We Hate You), which lives organised ruthless totalitarianisms The clash
between the two brings Riluph'mei to the point of extinction until, through a
change in its king, the people find the sscret of unity between the twe

countriess
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The Moral Re-rrmament musieal play, "Tho Vanishing Island™, which hes
gone round the world in one vear, will be broadoa:t'by 2ll YA staticns in
New Zoaland op Sunday, Septesber 9, at 9,15 peme Tho author is Peter Howard,
Lomlon journxlist who cupteinsd “nglend =t rugby and vms an Ulvmpio Gamos gold
madallist. '

The prineipal paris nrs taken by Ivan Muazinsg, welle-known in flew Zoaland
for his Gllbert and Sulllvan roles, and Reglneld Cwen, Hollywood astor who hus
played in 180 films, A east of 60 insludes Michiko Tamalka, the Jepincso stur
of "usdame Butterfly”.

Lewie ollen, liollywood diresotor, Mleo Charisan, éno of the world's lsading
chorsegrarhers, Nerbert Weiskopf, dirsctor of opers of the Los Angslas Conserva-
tory of Musie, =nd Thomas Psluso, foraer Nest Cuast muasic dirsotor of the Hational
Broudessting Compary of Aneriesn, p;sduoﬁd the play.

Leuritz M=lohlor, wmorld-ranmwned singer, said: "'The Vanishing island’ is &
wonderful and original play., The iden, the mislse =nd dyrice will expiure SThe
hearts of man and nations.”

"Ths Vaulshing Islsnd® 1s s2% in two sountrisae « the iz!nud of Hilnphtumei
("1 Love ¥e") and the land ,of Woikeib'tiu ("We Hnba You"). It portrays with
trenahant satire snd puckish humour the elagh baiwssn smug, well-fod dencoriay
and rithless, purposaful dictstorship. fha finel sob shows hov unity is Lullt
botween the two peoples by = ohsnge in one min, the Xing of “iluph'nel, playead
by Ivan Manzins.

A Bussian soript juet produced breught the nusbor of forelgn lunguugs
transletions ko 1. ®ith the aid of thusa seripts, heif « aiiliea people in
Asis, the Widdle fas%, Africs, Surops op Ameriea hiove followsd the play in the
thestren. Millions more hawe watehed n «lovision and listened on the radic.

"0ns of th» bast rmsical somnedis. London has sean for a loog tima®, was

Sir Beverlay Ruaxtsrt's svaluation.



