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‘_.'_'_;_ In the presence of the Deputym at"&zncu!- |
Land Service Camp at Gedah

Natal, Mr. Charles Rubidge, well-known sheep !
from Richmond, East Cape, was awarded - ﬂ:b Golden !
Protea Medal. E 5 |

A mzhidgem ne of nvg' i
receiving the award which is given |
in appreciation for “services to|
South - Africa. in preserving the|
soil, culture and fkmﬂylﬂeo!bhe i

nation
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The citation reads: “Mr.|
Rubidge has devoted the past 40}
years to soil and water conserva- |
tion. The results of his dedicated |
labours are thickly grassed viei |
valleys which feed clean, clear |
water into his irrigation dam;
over 100 morgen of dry land|
lucerne below his dam where the |
water table has risen' to within |
reach of the lucerne roots; plenti- |
ful pastures and reserves of m
for winter and droughts; the
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worth while. It gave me perspec-
tive and helped me to put first
things first. A day to day plan
emerged for | the restoration of
the farm. I realised also my re-
sponsibility to see what happened
on my farm should become avail-
able to the nation A practical step
in this direction was accepting the
chairmanship of our local soil
conservation ‘committee and not
leaving it all to others.
ONLY STEWARDS =

“It is my deep conviction that
the land belongs to God and we
as farmers are only custodians. or

stewards. We must learn to farm
inder His direction. We have no

heritage of generations to come.”

This pioneering work of Mr.
Rubidge in /increasing the carry-
ing capacity of a typical - Karoco
farm can prove of benefif not only

to Bouth Africa, but to other
of the world simﬂtu‘
cllm:hea It is a

bution tkurds meeﬁng the wnrtd-
wide shortage of food for the mil-
lions. It de afresh the
truth of Frank -Buchman's far-
seeing belief that “the ordlna.ry
man, guided by God, can do the
extradordinary thing.” It pro-
vides the answer to problems
which_neither science ql,qne nor
any yam:tul ‘concept can solve.
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