
Saturday May 21 1977   T H E ,  CITIZEN

Mrs K a t h l e e n  Vu n d l a

Boomerang
By PETER GODSON

SHOWING Soweto  woman
how Aborigines live and are
treated i n  t h e i r  coun t r y,
boomeranged on a group o f
Australians. S h e  p romp t l y
pointed out they ought to be
ashamed.

Mrs Kathleen Vundla (65),
a widowed mother of 12 and
grandmother o f  2 0 ,  f r o m
Dube Vi l l age ,  t o l d  t h e m :
"You have no right to point a
finger a t  South Afr ica".

Mrs Vundla is  a  ful l- t ime
voluntary worker fo r  Moral

Rearmament. She  saw  t h e
Aus t ra l i an  Abor ig ines  —
"they are Black; they are my
people" —  o n  t h e  r e t u r n
journey from an internation-
al conference i n  Auckland,
New Zealand.

"What I  s a w  embit tered
me", s h e  said.  " I n  a  r i c h
country l ike Austral ia I  saw
an emaciated people; women
st i l l  h u n t i n g  l i za rds  f o r
food".

She was amazed that they
were s t i l l  l iving as they had
so many years ago; walking
about naked, with their cftil-

dren u n w a s h e d  a n d  u n -
derfed.

A g r o u p  o f  f r i ends  i n
Melbourne showed her a film
on Abor ig ines  a n d  a f t e r -
wards asked her i f  she had
any comments .  S h e  t o l d
them: " I ' m  shocked, h u r t
and bit ter".

One y o u n g  A u s t r a l i a n
turned t o  h e r  a n d  sa i d :
"You're r ight ,  we shouldn't
point a  f i n g e r  a t  S o u t h
Africa".

She told him: "You people
have a  l o t  t o  do to  restore
human dignity".

Black woman raps
Australian system

Mrs V u n d l a  s a i d  N e w
Zealanders set an example of
racial harmony between the
Whites a n d  Mao r i s  w h i c h
should be  a  lesson t o  A u -
stralia and the  res t  o f  the
world.

She is back in South Africa
— "you  cannot match th is
country" — having also vis-
ited Kenya t o  see h e r  son
who ran  away from Soweto
in 1964.

Mrs Vund la  a l so  m e t  a
more recent  runaway w h o
told her several o f  Soweto's
teenage ex i l es  w a n t e d  t o

return to South Afr ica. Bu t
she did not have a chance to
see them,  a s  she  was  r e -
garded as a "Boer spy".

"People of other ideologies
have p lanted t h e i r  men i n
Soweto . to catch o u r  youth
and c o r r u p t  t h e m .  T h e y
tempt t h e m  w i t h  scholar-
ships and the African child is
hungry f o r  education. Once
they get hold of him well ...".

But she i s  certain South
Africa has a  br ight  future.
"God has a  p lan  f o r  us  t o
enjoy this country together".


