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& leeration For Whites And
‘Blacks In South Africa,

South Alrica in mote than 40
years. My wile and | stayed in
black, Afrikaner and English-speak-
ing while homss. We travelled sev-
eral thousand miles. And we were
impressed by the determinalion on
all sides to make the new South
Atrica work. As a former committee
member of the South Africa Sociely
In London, | found it moving to be in
a land which {or s0 many years was
a parlah among the nations and a
'source of division in our own com-
munities and yet was now univer-
_ sally fooked up to as a hape for a
ditferenl way of doing things in the

future,

Qur hostess In Slellenbosch, from a lead-
Ing Afrikaner family, said to us, “This has
been a liberation for us whites, too." Our hast

I HAVE just pald my first visit to

in Natal, 8 while English-speaking South Af- .

rican, described his radical change of attitude
to President Nelson Mandela because of the
Inspired leadership he was giving to the
country, while our host In Pietersburg, a
senior black administralor and still a member
of the Communist Party, praised the white
Vica President, F W da Klerk, for stepping
down volunfanily from his position as Presi-
dent to enable the changes lo happen,

PROBLEMS ' -~

Not that there are not serious problems;
‘Growing criminal violence, particularly in the
cities, huge and unrealistic expeclations for
economic improvemnenl in the poorer areas
that have not been mel and could not have
been met in two years of black majority rule;
wide discrepancles in the standard of living

which are oflen a matter of race, uheven

educalion opportunilies, the conlinuing divi-
. sion between the largely Zulu Inkatha mem-
bers and the African National Congress, the
dominant party in the Government of National
Unity. One cannol also help feeling thal in the
Present mood of reconcillation which domi-
nates the country (here are many who feel

. otherwise wha are at the moment keeping’
thelr heads down. So the work of reconclll: . .. oo
evall.

ation has lo be camied forward vigorously.
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Far his to happen the truth also needs to
be known. As we were leaving the first ses-

_sions were laking place of he Truth and

Reconciliation Commission which is looking
Inlo dirty deeds in the last years of the apart-
heid regime and the run-up (o the elections
two years ago. On the eve of the session, Iis
chairman, Archbishop Desmond Tutu, struck
the nole that we heard on all sides. He said,
“One lessan we should be akle 1o leach the
world, we should be able to leach the people
of Bosnla, Rwanda and Burundl, is that we
are ready to forgive. We are biilding a new
kind of country, a soclety where it does not
matter whether you are black or white,”

PEACEPUL

The Speaker of the Free State lagislature,
Mollalapula Chabaka, said that she believes
that the unexpectedly peaceful lransition In.
the country Is due to the influence over many
years of Christlan missionaries, She was
welcoming those of us from many lands who
had coma for a conference on the theme,
“Healing the past, building the fulure.”

Afew years back the experis were predicl
Ing & violent lransfer of powsr from a white-
ruled nalion 1o a multi-racial democracy.
How wrang they all were. They underest-
mated the people of South Africa and the role

- of faith in their lives. Now the fear in some |
-quarlers is of chaos when President Mandela

retires. One can hope thal again the desire for
reconcifiation and the unexpecled stature of
new perhaps as yet unknown leaders will




