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Granny
grabs
the glory

'ICY DETTMF R it the \o2
laslash, plater at a enlitIP Ill

la Desert. e all/ism.. Not bad
for  ; 41  ear-old grandmother.

Delmer. the American 10-and-
OW hard-court rhamplon who has
Warned to tier siodtm, tell. i c..1
Tc 1_, - I  wanted to step opt and
ir, ,,,,uuthing different. At my age
to play aganst 14. and 20-y ea,
olds ' W  i  l l .  challenge'

So far it ham t been much of a
challenge Dentin, Ns not lost a
Art in singles or doable In 12
matches The college coach say .7
"She learned to play before
topspin and before the his
powerful racket. She shoos that
it's not merman to hit the ball
hard tnom ran put It obese 'nu
'a ant to.-

S P t  \  ISIII . . . paper *  repotted
how Franz Beckenham, and

u i  iipenets, of Bayern Munich,
set up A secret mettles with
Tottenham strikerJOrgen
k I losinann at a hotel in Zurich

Suddenly the hotel was flooded
with icurnaltsts cameramen and
two TV creo• A  startled Hotness
Insmcd lately hustled the others
nut of N tr.  shouting "We 's e
whirls to fa) to the press '

I fie Journalists looked on
amazed They were opera
correspondents altendIng a pro,
COnlerence by Jost Carreras
M B E  0 trai.to Jounict•
1 •  ....•, i II:4 ,..-,1 polled 1506

people with the aim of checking on
American an ar cart& Of neat year's
Olympics Their findings shoo
that one in three people from the
South and shout half of all
Americans don't know Atlanta
o ill host the 1946 Game,

"Me ha i mit had many
Opper le attar, to engage The abhor
yet" says Dick Yarbrough,
Minus's commusications
director-'The fan that half the
people know IS months out is
pretty etwouragles."
G L  !DO U . \  ARENLA has fond

rr emortes of his former coots
Neg. Mara Jona

•••% oh Ma•adona coaching, we
never wan a angle but we had
e r r,  part , .  .  sinker Al, a r r. r,, ,  •

i  ler Eleportis tatsillyikAwlso
dropped to i bettor! '  of the
Argentin, I g u e  when Marad.-ma
coached In l a s t  year

"The o lade tram liked Diego
vin  math Mort than odor we
w col Istm,e with a tesribc
ha otos er Almost men night w<
had big barbecues We really had
fun The only problems. AS that we
or,  et' %on a match -
AT I T L F  fight waged outdoors

xi Qoeenslands Gold ( oast.
ay declared a "no decision" on

Tuesday bee nose it toes too dark
for offot Lan and spectators to see
what wee happening in the ring.
Stitch °Mello is-tweed his
heasywright title when his
defeat, against (olin W awn no.
halted by the onset of dusk. o hie h
the organisers had apparenth
forgotten about.
SLOGGIA('  through deep snow

and temperatures of Mau,
27C. a group of Russian football
fanatics staged a tournament at
the North Pole lint Sunday Taf t
reports that a businessman flew
eight amateur teams to the Pole
from • nearby Russian Polar
station They played to 20 maser
of soon, on thick ice, and lilting!)
a team representing a refrigerator
factors ts.in

BittAri OUVER

The last Englishman to reach a Wimbledon singles final is now in a nursing home
recovering from a fall but he retains forthright views on the state of lawn tennis

Nijinsky of 1 1
the courts
proclaims
advantage

of enjoyment
TIVUE M r

I N R V I A
with Bunny Austin

i)THER Teresa wrote to L a t e r ,  he tried to remote 0 .  •  .i l l i
h o n .  Austin the other f rom !lepton School a term eat ,  I J
day She had heard of his send him out to play tennis, but a ho.
accident. I l e  had fallen semester tactfully remonstrated and
down a  steep flight o f  t h e  grateful boy made 102 not out in his

stairs and broken three sertebrae In last  innings of cricket for the wbool
his neck which. at ed, I t  of no small against Malsern by was of thanks
consequence H e  bad been almost N o t  that school was always a ham,.
completely parali se& e s p t r i e n c e  The Latin master called

Nesertheless, she told him in the h i m  a  "miserable coot", the m o t s
letter, you can pray for the work of all master kept a bottle of disinfectant to
the churches in the world "Giles use sprinkle user boys who failed to argils
quite a lot of scope really," said Austin soap vigorously enough in the shoo -
olth the same rueful humour that cap e n ,  and the French master had a
rivaled schoolmates, film stars, fellow rather curious aide de nwhnotre "He
lawn tennis players. presidents and shut  you up in the grandfather dock at
kings m a tong and es entf ul life t h e  back o f  the classroom I f  sour

You would hardly guess this gentle, knowledge of the French language
grt)•haired man propped up on a chair failed to come up to standard"
in a nursing home in Coulsdon and H  was, however. in France that Au,'
keeping tabs on the snooker. was one t i n  was to know his finest tennis hour,
of the mod conlrosertial characters in when the price of failure would base
the histon of British tennis b e e n  nen more terrible than Wafter.

Henn. Wilfred Austin was a Das is atron oath the inner working, 'of a
Cam hero. to we a Wimbledon finalist clock I t  was 1933, the Darn Cup final
and even schoolgirl's pinup He mar- against France at  Roland Ganes
tied an actress. played tennis with under a fierce sun and before a crowd
Charlie Chaplin and W at a  regular s o  wildly partisan that fights would
doubles partner of the Queen of Thai- break  out totem ittent It
rrod " k m ,  your ma ,e,ts mi l— he A u s t i n  was strucaltna against .1 T h e r e . .
‘ u r sc s a t t a x i t : t . " . " 1 1 1 " . ; 4 ' r s a " I s  corlytinn3r wIl'oa""'Iners fro"m"i'oci.v.ohre7.1174.' '

During the Second WorldWar he was B u t  the tide of the Frenchman's Lid- America
accused of being a warmonger and a hence suddenly ebbed. Austin grasped beiship h
pacifist, a communist and a fascist by h i s  chance and the flickering black. s e e  the ch
people suspicious of his work as a  a n d -. lute Mosietone News would friend of
Christian in the United S I n  1061 soon report "Austin and Perry lung i t  was bee
he' returned to Britoil to find Wimbk, Lawn tennis glory to Britain "And they senphon 0
don had thrown ham out His  history k e p t  i t  there. too. retaining the I  waste an
snakes M a m e  look a saint. h a l l o w e d  Hanby until 1937 r e i n s t a t e d

II began. serenely enough. in 1906 Y o u  knots dear old Fred Perry as •  Well.
'It was suck an idyllic place to lire, being remembered at St Paul's Cathe t i m e  pas

said they'dSouth Norwood Park s a i d  tusttn,
nicknamed Bunny after a comic stnp
rabbit orb w born he shared the name
Wilfred "My lather had paid £750 for
An eight-bcdroonsed house and we had
a nanny, a maid and a groom n ho acted
A. a waiter at night -

They also bad a dins grey nursery
wall " I  loved tennis I ' d  hot a ball
against my nursery wall for hours on
end The rocking horse was the net.
the wall was a senes of Voirnbledon
champions M r s  lambert Chambers
o n  ins most dead!) mai

"When I  had the chance to min a
tennis club and play. l o as co ertorne I
was on coon eery available moment
The sesenth daughter o f  the local
• car. I  remember. was seep keen I
al,.at a woo 6-0 but that didn't seem to
upset our happiness

Austin "s father, a  great sportsman
nicknamed 'Wolf'. might base quell
tied today AS a 'tennis -parent'. being so
tiered, ambitious for hos newborn son
that he snatched the babe out of the
doctor s arras tot heck his limbs

deal post before Wimbledon.- said
Austin. hauling himself back from the
fond mrmones s h a l l  unite to the
Dean and ask if there is any pros ision
for o heck hairs " It is obs musty not In
tun nature to concede defeat

• I  was brought up in a house w here
bad sportsmanship oaf a terrible sin
My younger sister came home from a
tennis lokruarnent once and said ' I
played splendidly., Daddy. but I  lost'
Sly father always held this up as an
example of how to b a n e

"The emphasis On winning tett) Si
dead wrong I t ' s  a  great pity, The
object of sport and sportsmanship is to
enjoy yourself Winer lose. to false ,t in
the same spirit '•

Austin certainly lised up to his
father's ideals. In the 1932 Wimbledon
tonal he lost to F Ilsoonh Vines, the 6 ft
a in poorr-sersing American, and
could only man el that all he saw of the
final sent of the match was a ghostly
puff of chalk Sin years later, an his
second Wimbledon final, he plated
Don Budge and lost 6.1, 6.0.63 "Gee.

Glory d

Ltulttl," 14
shook hand
wrong with

"Actual Iv
with d
Years later
somebody
was only .1
because ina
get tickets

4 _
...Bunny Austin fright) with double, partner Fred Perry 60 years ago and, inset, as he Is today

the American as they
at the net. "what was
roam?"
re was nothing wrong

'Austin. laughing, ST
Just been beaten by

itely better than me I
I'd let the crowd dons

had slept out all night to

nit one ev rot at \VIInttle•
Austin genwne heart- •

en I  came back from
961 I found that my meinr
been taken away I  went to
irman of the  club, an old
c Herman David He said
cc I hadn't paid my sub.
cog the war He suggested
apologise and auk to be

e considerable period of
and then the) wrote and
sit me on the waiting list,
ght Was very generous

to somebody who'd represented his
country with scone skill and who
had played with some success in I I
Champion i n s  '

ST S  faul t '  had been to
o o r  the religious movement
'clot Rearmament during the

war Ile o b t a i n e d  permission from
the Btu I  G o s e r n m e n t ,  he had
enlisted O a r  American air force. he
was esen Insesticated and found
harmless by the FBI. but still suspa
cities haggled that he was a  closet
Nail. Red or drain dodger, " I t  was a
cornbioationof ma lice and moment e."
he says now.

He asked a own he bad known since
childhood, a •uturc Wimbledon a hair-
man, to Second his re election bid to
the club, He tome n cd a letter of noble
enumeration I l e  wrote that I  was a
contras trial , ',wader, that some did
not appose I l l ,  war record a n d
that he lilt b. . . . I d  not silk the club's

business goodwill bs supporting me
unless I was prepared to state that my
desire t o  rejoin the club was an
entirely personal and ondisidual
matter not connected with my work."

Austin's reply was ,traleillOrward
Ile wrote. I f  any club I  belonged to
tried to retract conditions from Catho-
lics. Anglicans or Jews, or  to limit
their liberty of speech before joining. 1
w gold instantly er,en It  would smack
to on nt,lln icy Aust in  wavreadonow
ted tOtht Club in 1981 He was 77.

It is difficult to imagine now, from
this remote of 60 years and with only
septa tints to guide us, boo fine and
elegant a pines H A u s t i n  was He
won his matches more by stealth and
accuracy than power — and once
because his opponent mistook his
rourtside gin for Malt: and drank it
oath his brandy

"My serve wa• pretty bad." he
admitted " I  neser served an ace in my
life I t  was lust a way of starting a
game I  relied on my groundstrokes
and return of lielNICe I f  I  had any
thing, I did have grace They called me
the Niiinsky of the courts."

That balletic prowess, and perhaps
the darkly handsome looks. even
reached the can of Susanne Leaden.
the chansmatic disa of tenors in the
Flapper era Austin o as ins ited to play
doubles oith the great lady "She had
an absolute!, hypnotic personality
You couldn't take your roes oft her
when she was playing Yo u  didn't
oitch the game. sou mat watched
Susanne alanellous. but quite ugly
Oh Lord, I wasn't attracted to her at all
hut I  was smitten by the way she
played the genie "

In one sense they were soul Mitts
Both nurtured a subsersisc desire to
be nil of the lomat clothing that lawn
tennis traditionally required !Angle°
dispeared with corsets to the scandal.
used huff of the Establishment, and
Austin was the first awls at aSimble-

don to dart to wear shorts troilead of
trousers \ o  doubt coloneh turned
pinker than their gins at the time but
the trend continued unmolested until
11 reached ifs apotheosis of the multi.
hued guise of Andre A gnu

can't bear the mess he makes of
himself," said Austin. " I  know he's
had a haircut but be's got a funny bat
Actually. I rather liked the lone hair, I
didn't mind that at all I t ' s  mi l  The
rioters—ElstU; 1 'Macy w r i t e  one
Wimbledon that year. I  ain't Mak oi
anyone but Sampras who can beat him
And Agasti Is an enchanting personal-
ity You can't help liking hint"

The same could be said for this "eon.
trosersin character" sucking tea quite
happily through a straw His world is
now restricted to  one room when,
nurses plump polio.. and a Sin Otter-
burn pops her head round the done to
discus+ the merits of " that  chap
Hicks- to the awoke,

I T  IS in stark contrast to the globe.
trotting life he once led meettne
President Rooseselt at the What

House eychanguld pleasantries with
Queen Stan and enthralling then-
Senator Jack Kennedy. a  wbuolboy
fan, with tales o f  Wimbleikan• past
He was a friend of Ronald Coleman,
Daphne du Shauner. and still calls the
King of Romanta 'Michael'

-When I had this accident I rather
hoped I might die," he sad matter-0ffactla "I didn't see much hope for
myself us 1 was totally incapacitated
But Fm man ellously Osseo! bitterness
and that letter front Mother Teresa
helped I t  made me feel 1 could still
be of use I  oar lust a damn fool to
Ina down those steps and took the
COnseque Mors 01 being One

Sport does indeed base its fool ,
and damned fools at that But  Bunny
Austin. the last Englishman to reach a
Wimbledon wastes final. can neser be
classed as one of them

PROFILE / Drive and dedication of England's pack leader and agent provocateur have been thorn in side of opponents and officials


